v 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-S) 


1.0 


If  1^  IIS£ 

^  lii    12.2 


I.I 


■  40 


2.0 


IM 


Photographic 

Sciences 

Corporation 


&". 


1 

1-25   1 1.4   III  i.6 

II 11111^^= 

" 

^ 

6" 

► 

n 


\ 


^. 


''^ 


<> 


•■V 


^-■V 


i\ 


23  WIST  MAIN  STRUT 

WIBSTIR.N.Y.  MSSO 

(716)  873-4503 


z 


'^ 


e 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHIVI/ICMH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historical  l\/licroreproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  de  microreproductions  historiques 


W 
> 


^ 

'f 


S 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Nottis/Notes  techniques  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checked  below. 


D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 


D 


D 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 

Covers  damaged/ 
Couverture  endommagde 

Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaurde  et/ou  pelliculie 

Cover  title  missing/ 

Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 

Coloured  maps/ 

Cartes  gdographiques  en  couleur 

Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 


I      I    Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 


D 


Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 

Bound  with  other  material/ 
Relii  avec  d'autres  documents 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

Lareliure  serrde  peut  causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distortion  le  long  de  la  marge  intirieure 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajout6es 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte. 
mais,  lorsque  cela  6tait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  6td  filmies. 

Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  supplimentaires; 


L'lnstitiit  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lul  a  6ti  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details 
de  cet  exemplaire  qui  sont  peut-Atre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliographique,  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  m^thode  normale  de  filmage 
sont  indiquAs  ci-dessous. 


r~n   Coloured  pages/ 


D 


Pages  de  couleur 

Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommagies 

Pages  restored  and/oi 

Pages  restaur6es  et/ou  pelliculAes 


r~n    Pages  damaged/ 

I      I    Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 


Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 
Pages  dicolordes,  tachetdes  ou  piqudes 


I      I    Pages  detached/ 


Pages  d^tachdes 

Showthrough/ 
Transparence 

Quality  of  prir 

Qualiti  inigale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  materii 
Comprend  du  materiel  supplimentaire 


r^    Showthrough/ 

I      I    Quality  of  print  varies/ 

nn   Includes  supplementary  material/ 


r~n    Only  edition  available/ 


Seule  Edition  disponible 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refilmed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalement  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  une  pelure, 
etc..  ont  6t6  filmdes  A  nouveau  de  fapon  it 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  filmA  au  taux  de  rMuction  indiquA  ci-dessous. 

10X  14X  18X  22X 


26X 


30X 


J 


12X 


16X 


20X 


24X 


28X 


32X 


Th«  copy  filmad  hare  has  baan  raproducad  thanks 
to  tha  ganarosity  of: 

University  of  Manitoba 
Winnipeg 


L'axamplaira  film*  fut  raproduit  grAca  A  la 
gAn4rosit6  da: 

University  of  Manitoba 
Winnipeg 


Tha  imagas  appaaring  hara  ara  tha  bast  quality 
possibia  considaring  tha  condition  and  lagibility 
of  tha  original  copy  and  in  icaaping  with  tha 
filming  contract  spacif ications. 


Las  imagas  suivantas  ont  At6  raproduitas  avac  la 
plus  grand  soin,  compta  tanu  da  la  condition  at 
da  la  nattatA  da  l'axamplaira  film*,  at  an 
conformity  avac  las  conditions  du  contrat  da 
filmaga. 


Original  copias  in  printad  papar  covars  ara  fllmad 
baginning  with  tha  front  covar  and  anding  on 
tha  last  pagu  with  a  printad  or  illustratad  impras- 
sion,  or  tha  back  covar  whan  appropriata.  All 
othar  original  copias  ara  fllmad  baginning  on  tha 
first  paga  with  a  printad  or  illustratad  impras- 
sion,  and  anding  on  tha  last  paga  with  a  printad 
or  illustratad  impression. 


Las  axamplairas  originaux  dont  la  couvartura  en 
papiar  ast  imprimte  sont  filmte  an  comman9ant 
par  la  pramiar  plat  at  an  tarminant  soit  par  la 
darniira  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'imprassion  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  la  sacond 
plat,  salon  la  cas.  Tous  las  autras  axamplairas 
originaux  sont  filmte  an  commandant  par  la 
pramiAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'imprassion  ou  d'illustration  at  an  tarminant  par 
la  darnlAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  talla 
amprainta. 


Tha  last  racordad  frama  on  aach  microficha 
shall  contain  tha  symbol  — »•  (moaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  tha  symbol  y  (moaning  "END"), 
whichavar  applias. 


Un  das  symbolas  suivants  apparaftra  sur  la 
darnlAra  imaga  da  chaqua  microficha,  salon  la 
cas:  la  symbols  — i^  signifia  "A  SUIVRE".  la 
symbols  y  signifia  "FIN". 


Maps,  platas,  charts,  ate,  may  ba  fllmad  at 
diffarant  reduction  ratios.  Thosa  too  larga  to  ba 
antiraly  included  in  ona  axposura  ara  filmed 
baginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


Lea  cartas,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  Atre 
filmto  A  des  taux  de  reduction  diffirents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  Atre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  clichA,  il  est  filmi  A  partir 
de  I'angia  supArieur  gauche,  de  gauche  it  droite, 
et  de  haut  an  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'imagas  nAcessaire.  Les  diagrammas  suivants 
illustrent  la  mithode. 


^    1 

2 

3 

r 

\        1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

VOYAGE  Q^DISCOVERY 

NORTH  PAClPlC'^Oei^J^j^^ 


AND 


>^ 


ROUND  THE  WORLD; 


lu  which  the  Coaft  of  North-weft  America  has  been  carefully  examined 
and  accurately  furveyed . 

UNDERTAKEN     ■ 

BY  HIS  MAJESTY'S  COMMAND, 

Prmcipally  with  a  View  to  afcertain  the  exiftcnce  of  any  Navicabi.k 
Communication  between  the 

North  Pacific  and  North  Athwtk  Oceans ; 

AND  PERrORMF.D  IN  THE  YEARS 

1790,  1191,  n92,  1793,  1794  AND  1795, 

\  IN  THE  ' 

mSCOVERY  SLOOP  OF  WAR,  A^D  AHMED  TENDER  CHATHAM, 

UNDER  THE  COMMAND  OF 

CAPTAIN  GEORGE  VANCOUVER. 


Dedicated,  by  Permljfion,  to  HIS  MAJESTY. 


A  NEW  EDITION,  WITH  CORRECTIONS, 
ILJ.USTRATED    WITH    NINETEEN   VJEWS    AKD   CHA  '  TS. 

IN  SIX  VOLUMES. 
VOL.  VI. 

JLonDon : 

PRtNTED  FOR  JOHW  »TOCKI)AI.E,  ^.'CCADtM.V. 
1801. 


'  "  .'' 


T.  Gilkt,  Vihncr,  j;ai;<T,„,y.r,j„,re. 


VOYAGE 


:3 


NORTH  PACIFlClDCa^ 


AND 


H^ 


ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


»®*>f»®« 


CHAPTER  X. 

Proceed  to  the  Southward  along  the  exterior  Coaji 
of  King  George  the  Third!  s  Archipelago — Arrive 
in  Port  Conclujion — Tranfa5iions  there — Two 
Boat  Excurjions — Complete  the  Survey  of  the 

Continental  Shores  of  North-Weji  America 

A/lronomical  and  nautical  Ohfervations.         • 

OUR  attention  being  now  direded  to  the 
furvey  of  the  exterior  coafl  of  George  the 
Third's  arcliipclago,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  on 
Tuefday  the  2yth  of  July,  with  a  frefli  wefter- 
ly  breeze,  we  made  fail  along  the  fliore,  to 
the  fouthward ;  cape  Crofs  bearing  by  com- 
pafs  N.  08  E.  diftant  four  or  five  miles.  From 
this  cape  the  coaft  takes  a  direction  S.  31  E. 
about  feven  leagues  to  another  promontory, 
that  obtained  the  name  of  Cape  Edward; 
VoL.Vl.  B  off 
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off  which  lies  a  clultcr  of  fmall  iflcts  and  roclcs* 
The  coaft  between  thcfe  capes  is  much  broken^ 
and  has  feveral  openings  in  it  that  appeared  Hkely 
to  afford  fhelter ;  but  the  vaft  number  of  roclcs 
and  fmall  iflets,  fome  producing  trees,  and  others 
intirely  barren,  that  extend  to  the  diftancc  of 
three  or  four  miles  from  the  lliore,  will  render 
the  entering  of  fuch  harbours  unpleafant  and 
dangerous,  until  a  more  competent  know  ledge 
of  their  feveral  fituations  may  hereafter  be  ac- 
quired :  that  which  appeared  to  be  the  eafieft  of 
acccfs,  lies  about  two  leagues  to  the  northward 
of  cape  Edward,  and  as  it  is  in  latitude  61°  AA\  I 
was  led  to  confider  this  opening  as  Portlock's 
harbour.  We  did  not  reach  cape  Edward  until 
the  afternoon,  as  the  wefterly  breeze  was  foon 
fiicceeded  by  faint  variable  airs,  that  blew  di- 
re(ftly  towards  the  fliore^  which  was  vifible  only 
at  intervals,  owing  to  the  thick  foggy  and  rainy 
weather,  and  which  rendered  the  view  wc  had 
obtained  of  this  part  of  the  coaft,  by  no  means 
fatisfadory.  During  the  night  the  wind  fettled 
in  the  weftcrn  quarter,  notwithftanding  which, 
by  its  blowing  gently,,  our  diftance  from  the 
fllore  was  inereafed  to  about  three  leagues,  and 
at  day-light  the  next  morning,  (Wednefday  3o) 
eapc  Edward  bore  by  compafs  N.  27  W.  diftant 
twelve  miles ;  from  whence  the  coaft  bends 
more  to  the  eaftward,  and  takes  adircdion  about 

a  30  E. 
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S.  30  E.  to  a  very  confpicuous  opening,  which  I 
fiippofed  to  be  that  reprefented  in  fbme  late  pub- 
lications, as  feparating  the  land  on  which  mount 
Edgcumbe  is  fituated  from  the  adjacent  (hores, 
and  named  the  Bay  of  Iflands  by  Captain  Cook, 
who  imagined  at  the  time  he  paiTcd  it,  that  fuch 
a  reparation  did  exlfl.  We  were  oppofite  to  this 
bay  about  eight  in  the  morning,  but  the  inter- 
mediate fpace  between  the  bay  of  Iflands  and 
cape  Edward  was  pafled  in  very  thick  foggy 
weather;  this  difadvantage,  in  addition  to  the 
diftancc  wc  had  been  from  the  land,  may  fub- 
jed  the  delineation  of  that  fhore  to  fome  error. 
Near  the  land  forming  the  fouthern  {ide  of  the 
bay  of  Iflands  are  feveral  fmall  iflets,  and  from 
the  fouth  point  of  the  bay,  which  I  called  Point 
Amelia,  the  coaft  extends  S.  5  E.  fixtcen  miles, 
to  cape  Edgcumbe,  having  nearly  in  the  middle 
of  that  fpace  an  opening,  with  two  fmall  iflets  ^ 
lying  before  it,  and  prefcnting  an  appearance  of  a 
good  harbour,  which  I  called  Port  Mary  ;  the 
other  parts  of  the  coaft  that  were  pa^Tl-i  at  the 
diftancc  of  about  a  league,  are  indented  with 
fmall  open  bays. 

As  the  day  advanced  a  brlflc  gale  from  the 
N.  W.  attended  us,  with  fair  and  pleafant  wea- 
ther, which  enabled  us  to  afcertain  the  flilp's 
fituatlon.     At  noon  the  latitude  was  found  to  be 
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B  ?  thern 


'    'J 


4  A   VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [jULV, 

them  part  of  the  coaft  at  this  time  In  fight  bore 
by  compafs  N.  N.  W.  port  Mary  N.  22  E.  eight 
miles   diftant;    and    cape    Edgcumbc  S.  80  E. 
four  or  five  miles  diftant.     This  cape,  by  the 
fame  obfervations  was  found  to  be  in  latitude 
.57"  2',  longitude  221°  25i',  which  is  one  mile 
t.r>  the  fouth  and  clsrhtcen  miles  and  an  half  to 
the  eaftward  of  its  fituation,  as  ftatcd  by  Captain 
Cook.     We  had  now  alfo  a  very  good  view  of 
mount  Edgcumbe,  and  notwithftanding  that  it 
muft  be  confidered  as  high  land,  yet  it  was  in- 
tircly  free  from  fnow,  pnd  feemed  to  us  but  an 
inconfiderable   hill,    when  compared   with    the 
mountains  we  had  generally  feen,  extending  along 
the  fliores  of  this  continent.     Cape  Edgcumbe 
forms  the  north-weft  point  of  a  fpacious  opening, 
that  branches  into  feveral  arms,  and  is  called  by 
Mr.  Dixon  Norfolk  Sound;  its  oppofite  or  fouth- 
caft  point,  which  I   have  difbinguiflied  by  the 
name  of  Point  Wodehouse,  lies  from  the  cape 
S.  50  E.    at   the    diftance   of  Seventeen   miles. 
One  of  the  northern  branches  of  the  found,  by 
its  communication  with  the  bay  of  Wands  makes, 
it  feems,  the  intermediate  part  of  the  fea- coaft 
jm  illand.     On  the  northern  fide  of  the  found, 
two  leagues  within  cape  Edgcumbe,  are,  what 
appeared  to  us,  two  iflands,  and  N.  N.  W.  from 
point    Wodchoufe.    lies  an  extenfive  group    of 
iflets  and  rocks  that  extend  three  or  four  miles 
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from  the  fliore,  which,  from  that  point,  with 
little  variation,  takes  a  courfe  S.  30  E.  This 
part  of  the  coaft  is  much  broken  into  fmall  open- 
ings, with  iflets  and  detached  rocks  lying  off  it. 
We  had  advanced  about  fixteen  miles  only  from 
point  Wodehoufe  at  eight  in  the  evening,  after 
which,  the  night  was  pafled  in  ufmg  our  endea- 
vours to  retain  our  ftation  near  this  part  of  the- 
coaft;  but  we  found  ourfelves  on  Thurfday  morn- 
ing the  3 1  ft,  much  further  from  the  land  than  we 
hadexpeded;  we  had,  however,  a  favorable  breeze  ' 
from  the  weftward,  with  which  we  flood  to- 
wards the  fliorc,  but  the  weather  becoming  thick 
and  foggy,  we  were  under  the  neceflity  to  haul 
off  the  coall  until  ten  in  the  forenoon,  when  the 
land  beinij!;  agrain  vifible,  about  four  miles  from 
Uo,  we  rcfamcd  our  examination,  paffmg  fome 
fmall  openings,  with  feveral  iflets  and  detached 
rocks  1}  ing  near  to  them  ;  but  of  which  we  were 
precluded  any  diilind;  view  by  the  hazinefs  of 
the  weather.  '  '  ■  •"■ 

This  difadvantage  had  attended  us  almofl  ge- 
nerally fince  our  departure  from  Crofs  found, 
and  aUhoiii!;h  I  have  rcafon  to  believe  that  we 
had  nearly  afcertalncd  the  general  line  of  the 
coaft,  yet  it  is  pofiiblc  that  there  may  be  open- 
ings or  harbours  that  we  were  unable  to  notice, 
^s  circumflances  would  not  adniit  of  our  devot- 
.   --      ^        B  3  '■■'■  •      ::  ::■      ins: 
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ing  fufficient  time  to  a  more  minute  exami- 
nation. 

By  noon  we  had  paflcd  the  fouth  extremity 
of  this  archipelago,  which  was  now  found  to 
llretch  a  few  miles  further  fouth  than  Mr.Whid- 
bey  had  eftimated ;  our  obfervations  placed  it  in 
latitude  56"  lo',  longitude  325*  37i'.  It  con- 
flitutes  a  very  remarkable  promontory,  that  ter- 
minates in  a  high  bluff  rocky  cliff,  with  a  round, 
high  rocky  iflet  lying  clofc  to  it,  and  by  its  Ihores 
on  its  eaftern  fide  taking  a  fliarp  northerly  di- 
redion,  it  becomes  a  very  narrow  point  of  land, 
which  having  been  feen  by  Captain  Colnett  in 
his  mercantile  expedition  to  this  coaft,  was  by 
him  named  Cape  Ommaney,  and  the  opening 
between  it  and  cape  Decifion,  Chriftian  Sound. 

Our  conjectures  of  foon  finding  a  port  in  this 
neighbourhood,  did  not  long  remain  uncon- 
firmed, for  after  advancing  feven  or  eight  miles 
from  cape  Ommaney,  we  difcovered  on  the  eafl- 
ern  fhore  of  the  archipelago  an  opening  that 
took  a  fouth-weft  direilion ;  and  as  it  appeared 
likely  to  anfwer  all  our  purpofes  we  worked  into 
it,  with  a  frefli  breeze  diredly  againfl  us  until 
feven  in  the  evening ;  when  we  anchored  off  a 
cove  about  half  a  league  within  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour.  On  Friday  morning  the  ift  of 
Auscuft  the  veffels  were  moored  head  and  flern 
in  this  cove,  there  not  being  fufficient  room  for 

them 
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them  to  fwlng  ;  and  vvhilft  thofe  on  board  were 
•To  employed,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Whidbcy  and 
Mr.  Jolmftonc,  (who  were  each  to  undertake  a 
dillind  expedition,  and  by  which  means  we  en- 
tertained the  hope  of  being  jenabled  to  connect 
the  furveys  of  the  prefent,  with  thofe  of  the  two 
preceding  feafonsy  I  rowed  to  the  entrance  of 
the  port,  in  order  to  be  better  able  to  arrange 
the  mode  of  conducSling  that  fervice ;  this  ap- 
peared to  be  no  difficult  tafk,  as  there  were  two 
given  points  before  us,  and  both  were  nearly  in 
view.  The  one  was  cape  Decifion,  where  our 
examination  of  the  continental  fliore  had  finifhed 
the  former  fcafon,  and  the  other  was  point 
CTardner,  from  whence  Mr.  Whidbey  had  re- 
turned on  his  laft  excurfion  from  Crofs  found. 
Mr.  Whidbey  was  diredcd  to  recommence  his 
refearches  from  that  point,  whilll:  Mr.  Johnftone 
proceeded  to  cape  Decifion,  there  to  begin  his 
examination  along  the  eaftcrn  fliore  of  the  found 
northward,  until  the  two  parties  lliould  meet, 
or  be  othcrways  informed  by  notes  which  each 
jKirty  was  to  leave  in  confpicuous  places  for  the 
government  of  the  other,  dcfcribing  the  extent 
of  their  refpe<5ll\c  furveys. 

The  ipace  now  to  be  explored  occupied  about 
a  degree  of  latitude,  and  although  I  hoped  that 
the  examination  of  it  with  tolerable  weather, 
would  not  employ  the  boats  more  than  a  week ; 
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yet  in  order  that  it  fliould  not  be  left  unaccom- 
piiflied  for  want  of  provifions,  each  of  the  par- 
ties was  provided  for  a  fortnight.  The  Difco- 
very's  yawl  and  lai^e  cutter  vvas  to  proceed  with 
Mr.  Whidbey  and  Mr.  Sv^aine  ;  and  the  Chat- 
ham's cutter,  and  the  Dilcovery's  fmall  cutter, 
with  Mr.  Johnftone  and  Mr.  Barrie ;  with  this 
arrangement  both  parties  departed  early  in  the 
morning  of  Saturday  the  2d,  in  the  profecution 
of  their  refpedive  purfuits. 

The  ftation  we  had  taken,  though  fufficiently 
commodious  for  our  purpofe,  was  extremely 
folitary  ;  there  were  no  inhabitants  on  the  adja- 
cent fliores,  nor  was  there  the  fmalleft  appearance 
of  any  part  of  our  neighbourhood  being  a  place 
of  their  refort,  fo  that  our  time  was  not  likely  to 
be  very  intcreftingly  employed,  or  our  attention 
diverted  from  fuch  neceffary  concerns  as  the 
ordinary  fcrvices  of  the  vcflels  now  required. 
Thefe  confifted  principally  in  repairing  our  fails 
and  rigging  in  the  beft  manner  we  were  able. 
This  had  now  become  a  bufmefs  of  conftant 
emj)loyment.  Some  of  the  carpenters  were 
caulking,  others  cutting  fuch  fpars  and  timbers 
for  plank  us  were  wanted  ;  and  the  brewers  on 
fliore  were  making  fprucc  beer,  which  with  a 
little  famphire,  and  fomc  halibut,  cauglit  witli 
our  hooks  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
were  the  only  refrefliments  the  place  atrbrucd. 

The 
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The  five  following  days  we  had  light  variable 
winds,  attended  by  much  rain  ;  but  the  weather 
being  more  plcafant  on  Friday  the  8th,  I  was 
employed  in  making  a  furvey  of  the  harbour. 
Its  fouthern  point  of  entrance  is  fituated  N.  15  £. 
about  two  leagues  from  cape  Ommaney,  its 
oppofite  point  lying  N.  7  W.  two  miles  diftant. 
The  depth  of  water  in  mid-channel  between 
thefe  points  is  75  fathoms,  but  decreafes  to  8  or 
10  clofc  to  the  lliorcs,  without  rocks  or  fands, 
excepting  near  the  points,  which  are  fufficiently 
evident  to  be  avoided.  South  fouth-well:,  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  north  point  of  entrance,  is 
a  mofl:  excellent  and  fnug  bafon  about  a  third  of 
a  mile  wide,  and  half  a  mile  long ;  but  its  en- 
trance is  by  a  very  narrow  channel  half  a  mile  in 
length,  in  a  dirccT;Ion  S.  70  W.,  with  fome  iilets 
and  rocks  lying  oil  its  fouth  point ;  thefe  are 
deep  nearly  clofe  to  them,  as  are  the  fliores  on 
both  fides,  which  vary  from  a  fixth  to  a  twelfth 
of  a  mile  afunder,  with  a  clear  navigable  paflage 
from  eight  to  twelve  fathoms  deep  in  the  mid- 
dle, and  five  fathoms  on  the  fides.  The  found- 
ings arc  tolcrablv  regular  in  the  baion,  from 
30  in  the  middle,  to  10  iathoms  clofe  to  the 
Ihores.  Immediately  within  its  north  point  is  a 
fine  fiindy  beach,  and  an  excellent  run  of  v. ater, 
.8  is  the  cafe  alfo  at  it'^  licad,  with  a  third  fimdy 
beach  juft   within   its  iouth  point  of  entrance. 
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In  the  vicinity  of  thefc  beaches,  efpecially  the 
firft  and  third,  is  a  fmall  extent  of  low  land  ;  but 
the  other  parts  of  the  fhores  are  compofed  of 
fteep  nigged  cliffs  on  all  fides,  furrounded  by  a 
thick  forcft  of  pine  trees,  which  grew  with  more 
vigour  than  in  the  other  parts  of  the  harbour. 
From  its  entrance  to  the  head,  it  extends  about 
a  league  in  a  dircdlion  S.  33  W.,  free  from  any 
interruption,  although   it  is  inconvenient  from 
its  great  depth  of  water.    Near  the  fouthern  fide 
of  entrance  lies  a  fmall  iflet  and  Ibmc  rocks,  but 
thele  are  entirely  out  of  the  way  of  its  naviga- 
tion.    The  foundings  cannot  be  confidered  as 
very  regular,  yet  the  bottom  in  general  is  good  ; 
in  Ibme  places  it  is  llony,   in  others  fand  and 
mud ;  but  in  the  cove  where  the  vefTels  were 
at   anchor  the  bottom  is  rocky.     The  head  of 
this    cove    approaches    within  the   fourth  of  a 
mile  o(  the  head  of  another  cove,  whofe  entrance 
on  the  outfidc  is  about  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
the  fouth  point  of  this  harbour.   In  the  entrance 
of  that  cove  the  depth  is  feven  fathoms,  weeds 
were  fcen  growing  acrofs  it,  and  to  the  north  of 
it  is  a  fmall  Iflet  with   fomc  rocks.     The  fur- 
rounding  fhores  are  generally  fleep  and  rocky, 
and  were  covered  with  wood  nearly  to  the  wa- 
tcr*s  edge,  but  on  the  fides  of  the  adjacent  hills 
were  fomc  fpots  clear  of  trees,  and  chiefly  occu- 
pied by  a  damp   molil:  moorlfli  foil,  in  which 

were 
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were  foveral  pools  of  water.  The  furface  pro- 
duced fome  berry  buflics,  but  the  fruit  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year  was  not  ripe.  This  little  in- 
formation I  procured  from  fome  of  our  gentle- 
men, who  had  made  fome  excurfions  about  the 
neighbourhood.  In  the  above  cove  on  the  weft 
fide  were  found  a  few  deferted  Indian  habita- 
tions, which  were  the  only  ones  that  had  been 
met  with.  Our  not  having  been  viiited  here  by 
any  of  the  natives,  was  rather  a  mortifying  cir- 
cumftance,  as  they  generally  occaiioncd  us  fome 
entertainment,  and  frequently  added  fome  va- 
riety to  fuch  refrelhments,  as  by  our  ow  n  efforts 
we  were  enabled  to  procure. 

From  Saturday  the  gth  to  Wednefday  the 
13th,  the  weather  had  been  moftly  boillerous, 
unfettled,  and  rainy  ;  this  kind  of  weather  fince 
our  arrival  had  prevented  our  making  any  lunar 
obfervations,  but  had  afforded  me  fufficient  op- 
portunities for  afcertaining  very  fatisfad:orily  the 
rates  of  the  chronometers,  by  fuch  means  as  were 
in  my  power  on  board,  not  having  erected  the 
cbfcrvatory  on  fhorc  ;  for  as  a  convenient  fitua- 
tion  could  not  be  found  near  the  fliip,  and  as  I 
was  in  hopes  we  (hould  not  long  be  detained  at 
this  ftation,  I  was  not  particularly  anxious  to 
land  the  inftrumcnts ;  and  under  the  circum- 
ftanccs  of  the  weather,  I  had  not  much  to  regret 
that  they  had  remained  unremoved. 

Other 
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Other  obje(5ls  began  to  claim  our  ferious  at- 
tention.   The  plan  that  I  had  adopted  for  draw- 
ing our  laborious  examination  of  this  coaft  to  a 
concluiion,  by  the  furvcys  on  which  the  boats 
were  now  employed,  I  had  fully  cxpedcd  would 
have  been  accomplifhed  in  a  week  or  ten  days  at 
the    furtheft,   but   the   whole   tiir.e  for   which 
they  had  been  provided  was   now   expired,  and 
Friday  the  15  th   arrived   without  bringing  any 
relief  to  our  very  anxious  concern  for  their  wel- 
fare.    This  unpleafant  ftate  of  iufpence  conti- 
nually brought  to  our   recolled:ion  the  various 
untoward  accidents  to  which  our  expeditions  in 
fuch    fmall   open  boats   had   been   liable ;  and 
when  wx  adverted  to  the  very  treacherous  beha- 
viour of  the  Indians  experienced  by  Mr.  Whid- 
bcy  in  his  late  excurfion  from  Crofs  found,  and 
the  llmilar  difpofition  that  had  been  fliewn  to  us 
the  preceding  feafon  by  thofe  people  who  inhabit 
the  countries  not  far  diftant  to  the  Ibuth-cTft- 
ward,  our  minds  were  filled  with  apprehenfion, 
and  every  hour  increafed  our  folicitude  for  the 
return  of  our  abfent  friends.     The  fervice  that ' 
each  party  had  to  perform,  called  them,  if  not 
into  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  thefe  un- 
friendly people,  at  lead  into  the  vicinity  of  the 
places  to  which   they  frequently  rcfort ;  and   as 
they  arc  by  nature  of  a  cunninsr,  defijinins:,  and 
avaricious   diipofition,   they    were   much    to   he 

feared 
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feared  ;  for  although  they   could   not    be  con- 
fidered  as  a  courageous  tribe,  yet  the  very  un- 
warrantable and  impolitic  conduct  of  the  fevcral 
traders  on  this  coaft,  in  fupplying  them  fo  amply 
with  fire-arms  and  ammunition,  and  in  teaching 
them  the  ufe  of  thofc  dcftrudive  weapons,  has 
not  only  given  the  natives  a  degree  of  confidence 
that  renders  them  bold  and  importunate,  but  the 
dread  which  they  before  entertained  of  mufketry 
is  greatly  leffened  by  their  becoming  fo  familiar 
to  them  •  and  they  arc  now  fo  well  furnifhed, 
as  to   confider  thcmfelves  when   in  their  large 
canoes  nearly  on  an  equality  with  us,   and  of 
couric  arc  daily  becoming  formidable,  efpeclally 
to  the  parties  in  our  fniall   boats.     Thefe  dif- 
treffing  confiderations,  in  addition  to  the  pro- 
tracted abfcncc  of  our  friends,  gave  us  but  too 
much  rcaibn  to  be  apprehenfive,  that  we  had  at 
length  hazarded  our  little  boats,  witli  the  fmall 
force  they  were  able  to  take  for  their  defence, 
once  too  often. 

Whilit  we  endured  this  irkfomc  anxiety,  it  is 
a  tribute  that  is  jullly  due  to  the  meritorious  ex- 
ertions of  thofc  under  my  command,  that  I  fliould 
again  acknowledge  the  great  confolation  I  derived 
on  all  paintul  occafions  like  this,  by  having  the 
moil  implicit  confidence  in  the  difcretion  and 
abilities  ol  my  officers,  and  the  exertions  and  ready 
obwlicncc  of  my  people.     Thcfc  happy  rcflcdions 
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left  me  no  grounds  for  entertaining  the  mofl  dif- 
tant  idea  that  any  precaution  would  be  wanting 
to  guard  againft,  or  effort  unexerted  to  avert,  {o 
far  as  human  prudence  could  didate,  the  threat- 
ening dangers  to  which  I  was  conscious  they  muft 
neceflarily  be  expofed. 

In  the  hourly  hope  that  thefe  confbling  reflec- 
tions would  once  more  be  proved  to  have  been 
well  founded,  by  the  fafc  return  of  the  boats,  I 
diredlcd  that  every  thing  (hould  be  got  in  readi- 
nefs  to  proceed  with  all  difpatch  in  fuch  diredion 
as  circumftances  might  require  ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  the  vciTels  were  moved  to  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  harbour,  as  being  a  more  convenient  fitua- 
tion  for  our  immediate  departure.  Here  we  re- 
mained in  the  mofl  uncomfortable  flate  of  fuf- 
penfe  that  can  be  imagined  until  Tuefday  the 
igth  ;  when,  in  the  midft  of  a  deluge  of  rain, 
with  the  wind  blowing  very  fitrong  from  the 
S.  E.  we  had  the  indifcribable  fatisfadiion  of  fee- 
ing the  four  boats  enter  the  harbour  together 
from  the  northward.  The  parties  fbon  reached 
the  vcflels,  all  well,  and  communicated  the  glad 
tidings  of  their  having  efFed:uaily  performed  the 
fervice,  and  attained  the  objed  tha»;  had  been 
expeded  from  this  expedition. 

The  accomplillimcnt  of  an  undertaking,  the 
laborious  nature  of  which  will,  probably,  from 
the  pcrufal  of  the  foregoing  fheets,  be  more  eaiily 
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conceived  than  explained:  a  fervice  that  had  de- 
manded our  conftant  and  unwearied  attention, 
and  had  required  our  utmoil  abilities  and  exertions 
to  bring  thus  to  a  conclufion,  could  not,  after  the 
indefatigable  labours  of  the  three  preceding  years, 
fail  of  exciting  in  the  boloms  of  our  little  com- 
munity, fenfations  of  a  nature  fo  plcafing  and  fa- 
tisfadory,  that  few  arc  likely  to  experience  in  the 
fame  degree,  who  were  not  participators  in  its 
execution;  and  to  the  imagination  of  thofe  alone, 
muft  I  refer  the  happincfs  wc  experienced  on  this 
intrrclling  event. 

In  order  that  the  valuable  crews  of  both  veilels, 
on  whom  great  hardfliips  and  manual  labour  had 
fallen,  and  who  had  uniformly  encountered  their 
difficulties  with  unremitting  exertion,  chcerful- 
nefj;  and  obedience,  might  celebrate  the  day,  that 
had  thus  terminated  their  labours  in  thcfe  regions; 
they  were  ferved  with  fuch  an  additional  allow- 
ance of  grog  as  was  fully  fufiicient  to  anfwer 
every  purpofe  of  feftivity  on  the  occafion.  This 
foon  prompted  a  dcfirc  for  mutual  congratula- 
tions between  the  two  veffcis,  expreiTed  by  three 
exulting  cheers  from  each ;  and  it  may  be  eadly 
conceived  that  a  greater  degree  of  heart- felt  fa- 
tisfa(5lion  was  fcarcely  ever  more  reciprocally  ex- 
perienced, or  more  cordially  exchanged. 

We  had  now  no  rcafbn  for  remaining  in  this 
port,,   which,   in  conl^^quence  of  this   vlfit,  ob- 
tained 
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taincd  the  name  of  Pout  Conclusion,  except- 
ing that  which  a  continuation  of  the  inclement 
weather  produced,  which  detained  us  until  the 
cvenmg  of  Friday  the  22d.  But  before  I  proceed 
to  the  recital  of  fubfequent  occurrences,  it  is  ne- 
cefTary  that  I  fliould  advert  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  late  furvcy  in  the  boats  had  been  exe- 
cuted. ; 

Agreeably  to  the  directions  Mr.  Whidbey  had 
received,  he  proceeded  to  the  flation  where  his 
former  rcfcarches  had   ended  ;  here   he  arrived 
about  noon  on  the  3d,  after  paffing  clofc  along 
the  weftcrn  fliore  of  the  ftrait,  until  he  was  op- 
pofitc  to  the  branch  leading  to  the  eaftvvard.     In 
his  way  he  paiTcd   feveral  openings  on  the  weft- 
crn  fliore,  fome  of  which  he  had  reafon  to  fup- 
pofc  communicated  with  the  ocean  in  a  weftcrly 
diredion,   and   others  fecmcd  to  afford  tolerablv 
well  Ihcitcred  anchorage.     The  weather  at  this 
time  was  fo  thick  and  r-^-iny,  that  the  party  had 
but  a  very   imperfcdl  view  of  the   inlet   before 
them.     They,  however,  continued  along  its  lar- 
board fliore,  in  a  diredion  N.  05  E.  for  about  fix 
miles  and  an  half,  paffing  feveral   fmall   rocky 
bays,  and  at  this  inlet  arrived  at  a  high  fl:eep  bluff 
rocky    point,  named  by  me  Point  Nepean, 
fitu'ited  in  latitude  :>']"  lo',  longitude  220o  G'  ; 
off  which  lies  a  ledge  of  rocks  about  half  a  mile, 
nnd  from  tliis  point  the  coafl:  takes  a  more  nor- 
th cr/v 
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therly  dircdion ;  but  the  weather  became  fo  thick 
that  the  party   was   obliged  to  flop  about  two 
miles  beyond  it,  where  the  operation  of  the  fame 
caufe   detained   them   until  eight  o'clock   the 
next  morning ;  when,  with  ^ery  hazy  unpleafant 
weather,  they  refumed  their  inquiries,  and  paiTed 
between  a  coall  much  indented  with  fmall  bays, 
and  vail  numbers  of  fmall  illets  and  rocks,  both 
above  and  beneath  the   furface  of  the   water. 
The  weather  cleared  up  towards  noon,  and  en- 
abled Mr.  Whidbey  to  obferve  the  latitude  to  be 
57°  18',  on  a  fmall  iflet,  clofe  to  a  point  named 
by  me  Point  Pybus,  lying  from  point  Nepean 
N.  38  E.  ten  miles  and  an  half  diftant;     From 
this  ftation  a  tolerably  diftindl  view  was  obtained 
of  the  inlet,  in  which  the  party  had  advanced 
thus  far  nearly  in  the  dark.     It  was  now  feen  to 
be  a  fpacious  arm  of  the  fca,  containing,  in  moft 
diredions,  many  iflands,  iflcts,  and  rocks;  the 
country  on  the  left  hand  iide,  being  that  fhorc 
the  party   had  coaftcd,    excepting  about  point 
Nepean,  fcenicd  in  genetal  to  Ijc  but  moderately 
elevated,  and  although  it  is  compofed  of  a  rocky 
fubftance,  produced  a  very  fine  foreft,  chiefly  of. 
pine  timbers;  but  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  inlet 
was  too  far  o^'  for  us  to  notice  any.thing  refpetSi-i 
ing  it.     From  this  llation  the  party  proceeded 
ftill  along  a  very  rocky  lliorc,  about  fix  miles 
further,  in  a  diredion  N.  41  £.  to  a  point  called 
Vor.  VI.  C  by 
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by  mc  Point  Gambieii,  which  forms  the  foudi 
point  of  a  branch  Iciiding  to  the  north  weft  ward  : 
its  oppofite  point  of  entrance,   named  by  me 
Point  Hugh,  lying  from  it  N.  2y  E.  at  the 
diftance  of  five  miles.     Ikyond  this,  another  cx- 
tcnfive  branch  appeared  to  ftrctcli  to  the  north- 
ward, but  the  former  being  the  object  of  their 
firft  inquiry,  they  proceeded  along  its  weflern 
Ihore;  this  is  low,  and  in  many  places  is  termi- 
nated by  fandy  beaches.     On  one  of  thcfe,  about 
ten  miles  from  point  Gambier,  they  refted  for  the 
night,  which  was  very  ftormy  from   the  fouth- 
ward,  with  continual   rain,   and    dark   gloomy 
weather  ;  this  lafted  until  ten  in  the  forenoon  of 
the   5th,  when  the  wind  moderating,  and  the 
weather  permitting  them  to  fee  Ibme  little  dif- 
tance before  them,  they  proceeded,  with  a  favor- 
able breeze,  up  this  branch  of  the  ocean,  called  by 
me  Seymour's  Channel,  which,  at  this  place, 
is  from  two  to  three  miles  wide,  and  which  kept 
gradually  increafmg  to  its   head,  where  in  a  di- 
rciflion  of  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  it  is  nearly  two 
leagues   acrofs:  on  the   weftern  lide  are  many 
fmall  bays,  and  it  terminates,  at  its  north- weft 
extremity,  in  a  fmall  brook  of  frelli  water,  in  la- 
titude 57"  51^  longitude  22<3^,  lying  from  point 
Hugh  N.    33    W.   diftant   twenty-nine    miles. 
One  mile  from  the  fouth  point  of  the  brook  is  an 
illand,  about  three    miles  and  an  half  lonu:,  and 
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half  a  league  broad ;  and  half  a  mile  from  the 
Ibuth  point  of  that  ifland  lies  another,  about  the 
fame  width,  and  fix  miles  long ;  both  thefe 
iflands  lie  irt  the  above  dire(flion,  and  occupy  the 
middle  o^'  the  branch,  having  a  j?reat  number  of 
iflets  on  their  north-eaft  fides,  and  fome  rocks  on 
their  oppolite  fliores.  Here  were  feen  five  In- 
dians, who  were  very  iky.  The  party  caught 
fomc  young  ducks,  but  they  were  very  filhy,  and 
bad  eating.  The  adjacent  country  i  >  moderately 
high,  and  vt^as  covered  with  timber  of  large 
growth,  excepting  towards  point  Hugh,  which 
is  a  lofty  rocky  promontory,  from  whence  extends 
a  ledge  of  rocks,  whfcre  the  fea  broke  with  con- 
fiderable  force.  Owing  to  the  badnefs  of  the 
weather  thefe  rocks  were  not  paifled  until  ten  at 
night  on  the  6th,  and  even  then  riot  without  the 
moil  imminent  danger,  occafioned  by  a  heavy 
rain  and  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  which  pre- 
vented the  party  from  difcovering  their  periloifk 
fituation  until  they  were  nearly  tamongft  the 
breakers,  when,  by  timely  and  great  exertion, 
they  happily  paffed  clear  of  them,  and  refted  for 
the  nii^iht,  about  a  mile  on  the  northrcaft  lide  of 
that  point.  The  rain  continued,  with  a  ilrong 
gale  from  the  fouthward,  until  the  forenoon  of 
the  7th,  when  the  atmofphere  becoming  more 
clear,  their  fituation  was  difcovered  to  be  on  the 
weftern  fide  of  the  branch  which  was  fcen  from 
'  s  C  2  point 
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point  Gambler,  extending  to  the  northward, 
about  four  miles  in  width;  but  was  now  icen  to 
take  a  more  weftcrly  diredion,  nearly  parallel  to 
Seymour's  channel,  which  the  party  had  quitted ; 
and  making  the  intervening  Ihorc  a  long  narrow 
.ftrip  of  land.  The  oppofitc  or  north-cad  fide  of 
this  northern  branch  is  compofed  of  a  compa<Jl 
rap^c  of  flupcndous  mountains,  chiefly  barren, 
and  covered  with  ice  and  fnow.  The  route  of 
the  party  was  along  the  fouth-wcft  fide ;  this  is 
nearly  flralght,  compatfl,  and  free  from  rocks  or 
other  interruptions,  and  favoured  by  a  S.  E. 
breeze,  they  advanced  about  twelve  leagues  from 
point  Hugh ;  where  they  flopped  for  the  night, 
oppoftte  to  a  high  round  ifland,  Jying  in  the 
middle  of  the  channel.  ■. .  v.-  ?>:■.  r?  :;!•  :j  rjnh  >' 
• '  From  this  ftation,  fituatcd  in  latitude  5S^  V, 
longitude  ■  ^2&^  S'',  in  the  .morning  of  the  8th, 
they  departed  with  calm: rainy  weather,  and  pur- 
ited  their  refearches  ^ng  the  wcllcrn  (liorc, 
which  now  took  a  direction  N.  lo  W.  eight 
miles,  to  a  point  named  by  me  Poikt  Arden, 
where  this  branch  divided  into  three  arms ;  that 
whidh  appeared  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  arm 
they  had' !bcen  navigating  took  a  north -caftcrly 
direction ;  the  fecond,  lyln^  about  a  league  to 
the  N.  W.  not  inore  than  half  a  mile  wide,  took 
a  north- wefterly  direction,  and,  apparently,  made 
the  land  on  its  fouth-weft  fide  an  iiland.     About 
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tiirce  leagues  up  tliis  arm  is  a  fmall  iHet  nearly 
in  mld-channci.     This  atFordcd  another  inllancc 
of  the  partial  exiftcnce  of  the  ice,  which  here  in- 
tircly  blocked  up  tliis  arm,    whilft  the  others 
were  free  froiii   any  iucli  inconvenience.     The 
third  and  widcft  arm  took  a  general  courfe  N. 
8 1  W.  and  is  about  a  league  in  width ;  this 
agreeably  to  our  ufual   practice  was  firft  purfued 
along  the  fouthern  flwre  about  five  league^  to 
point  Young,   forming  the  eaft  point  of  a  cove, 
with  an   illand  and   rock  in  its  entrance,  and 
another  at  the   bottom   of  the  cove.     At  this 
point  the  w  idth  of  the  arm  dccreafed  to  abouf 
half  a   league,   ami   from  it  the   fouthern  lliore 
llreiched  N.  42  W.     At  the  diftance  of  about 
feven  miles  the  eaft  point  of  another  fmall  cove 
was  reached,  with  an  iflet  lying  near  it.     At  the 
back  of  this  illet  was  an  Indian  village,  and  ano-^ 
tlicr  was  fccn  on  an  oppofite  point  lying  north, 
about  a  league  and  a  half  from  this  cove,  oi>  the 
land  tbrming  the  north  fide  of  the  arm,  and  feem- 
ed  to  be  the  north- weft  point  of  the  land  before 
mentioned,  appearing  to  be  an  ifland.      ;^  >  .  ,.r/r 
•     As  Mr.  Whidbcy  advanced  frorii  this  cove,  the 
(liore  ftill  continuing  the  fame  line  of  direction, 
he  recognized  the  fpot,  Irom   whence  in  his  ex- 
curfion  from  Crofs  found,  on  the  night  of  the 
18th  of  July  he  had  retired,  in  eonfequence  of 
the  hoftile  behaviour  of  the  natiyes,  and  he  now 
1  >.>  C  3  became 
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became  fatisfied  that>  he  had  been  miftaken  in 
fuppofing  at  tliat  time  the  branch  to  be  doled ; 
Bs  it  was  now  evident  that  it  communicated 
with  that  which  the  party  4i ad  thus  navigated, 
■making  the  intermediate  land,  which  had  hi- 
therto been  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  continent, 
ont  extcnfive  ifland,  which  I  called  Admiralty 
Island.  '  ?>^v:^i'  :r;  i-iiur  ii:.-  i^t  .tu'l:  ■::■■■}.  ■■ 
'-  In  order  however  that  no  doubt  Ihould  in  fu- 
ture arife,  Mr.  W^idbey  proceeded  to  point  Re- 
treat. After  paffing  the  village,  which  from  that 
point  lies  S.  33  E.  at  the  diftance  of  about  ten 
miles,  the  boats  were  followed  by  many  large 
and  fmall  canoes ;  and  as  the  evening  was  draw- 
ing near,  to  get  rid  of  fuch  troublefome  vifitors  a 
mufket  was  fired  over  their  heads,  but  this  as  be- 
fore had  only  the  effect  of  making  them  lefs  ce- 
remonious ;  this  was  proved  by  their  exertions  in 
paddling  to  come  up  with  our  party,  which  they 
did  very  faft,  until  another  Ihot  was  fired  at  the 
largeft  canoe,  and  was  fuppofcd  to  have  ftruck 
her,  as  the  Indians  all  fell  back  in  the  canoe,  and 
were  quite  out  of  light;  they,  however,  managed 
to  bring  their  canoe's  ftcrn  in  a  line  with  tlic 
boat's  fterns  :  in  that  fituation  they  paddled  back- 
wards with  all  their  ftrcngth,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fcrccned  every  part  of  their  perfons,  by  the 
height  and  fpreadina;  of  their  canoes'  bows,,  ex- 
cepting their  hands,  which,  in  the  ad  of  paddling 
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only  became  vlilble,  fo  very  judicioufly  did  they 
provide  for  their  faicty  in  their  flight ;  in  which, 
having  gained  fome  diltance  from  our  party,  who 
had  quietly  purfued  their  courfe,  the  canoes  flop- 
ped for  a  (liort  time,  as  if  for  confultation,  but 
foon  made  the  bcft  of  their  way  back  to  the  vil- 
lage, and  Mr.  Whidbey  proceeded  without  fur- 
ther interruption  to  point  Retreat.     In  this  route 
the  party  palled  by  the  fouthwxll:  fide  of  a  very 
narrow  illand,  about  half  a  mile  broad,  and  about 
a  league  and  an   half  long;  this  before  had  been 
palTed  on  its  north-eail  fide,  in  the  night  of  the 
1 8th  of  July,  but  it  was  then  fo  dark  that  it  was 
not  difcovcred   to   be  an  ifland.     The  channel, 
about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  wide,  which   was 
now   purliied,   is   by  rocks  and   iflets   rendered 
equally  unllife  and  intricate  with  that  mentioned 
on  the  former  furvey,  fo  that  the  communication 
between   thefe   two  extenfive  branches   of  the 
ocean  is,  by  thefe  impediments,  very  dangerous 
for  the   navigation  of  fliipping.     In  this  fouth- 
wcll  channel,  about  a  league  from  point  Retreat, 
on  the  iouthern  iliove,  is  a  deep  co^  e,  which,  with 
the  narrow  ifland   1}  ing  before  it,   forms  a  very 
fnug  harbour,  of  good  accels  by  the  palfage  round 
to  the  north  of  point  Retreat;   as  the  rocky  part 
of  the  channel  lies  to  the  fouth-eait  of  this  cove, 
to  which  Mr.  Whidbey  gave  the  name  of  Bar- 
low's Cove.     The  fhores  of  Admiralty  inan4> 
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which  now  had  been  completely  circumnavi- 
gated, and  found  to  be  about  fixty  leagues  in  cir- 
cuit, are,  excepting  at  this  and  its  fouth-eaftern 
part,  very  bold,  afford  many  convenient  bays, 
likely  to  admit  of  fafe  anchorage,  with  fine 
ilreams  of  frefla  water  flowing  into  them,  and 
prefented  an  afpetfl  very  different  from  that  of 
the  adjacent  continent,  as  the  ifland  in  general 
is  moderately  elevated,  and  produces  an  uninter- 
rupted foreil  of  very  fine  timber  trees,  chiefly  of 
the  pine  tribe;  whilftthe  fliores  of  the  continent, 
bounded  by  a  continuation  of  thofe  lofty  frozen 
mountains,  which  extend  fouth-eaftward  from 
mount  Fairweathcr,  rofe  abruptly  from  the  wa- 
ter-fide, and  were  covered  with  perpetual  fnow, 
whilft  their  fides  were  broken  into  deep  ravines 
or  vallies,  filled  with  immenfe  mountains  of  ice. 

Such  was  the  contraft  exhibited  at  point  Re- 
treat, where  Mr.  Whidbey  had  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  feveral  of  the  points  that  had  been  fixed 
by  his  former  obfervations,  and  which,  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  aflfiflcd  him  in  correding  his 
furvey,  for  he  had  thus  far  been  able  to  procure 
b'.it  one  obfervation  for  the  latitude,  fince  his 
leaving  port  Conclufion. 

From  point  Retreat  the  party  returned  to  Bar- 
low's cove,  where  they  refted  for  the  night.     The 
next  morning  a  ftrong  gale  blew  from  the  S.  E. 
girith  a  very  heavy  fall  of  rain  ;  this  greatly  im- 
peded 
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peded  their  progrefs  in  their  way  down  this  paf- 
fage,  which  dividing  Admiralty  illand  from  the 
continent,  obtained  the  name  of  Stephens's 
Passage;   the   point  on    which  the   northern 
village  is  fituated,  was  found  to  be,  as  had  before 
been  conje<ftured,  the  weft  point  of  entrance  into 
the  narrow  icy  arm,  in  which  was  again  feen  the 
iflet  noticed  the  preceding  morning  in  an  E.  S.  E. 
dircdion,  whence  it  was  clearly  afcertained,  that 
the  intermediate  land,  forming  the  north  fide  of 
Stephens's  pafTage    was   an  illand,  which  after 
the  Biftiop  of  Salifbury,  I  named   Douglas's 
Island  ;  it  is  about  twenty  miles  long,  and  fix 
miles  broad  in  the  middle,  but  becomes  narrow- 
to  wards  each  end,  particularly  that  to  the  cuft- 
ward,  \vhcre  it  terminates  in  a  fharp  point :  the 
channel  between  t'nis  illand  and  the  main  land, 
being  rendered  by  the  ice  impalTable,  the  boats 
were  (leered  over  to  the  fouthern  Ihore  for  pro- 
tcc'lion  againft  the  fouth-eaft  wind,  which  had 
now  become  fo  violent,  that  it  was  late  in  the 
evening  before  they  had  palled  the  fouthernmoll 
village  ;    and    after  they  had   proceeded  about 
three  miles  to  the  CLdlward  of  it,  they  relied  for 
the  night. 

Although  the  party  had  been  a  confiderablc 
time  within  fight  of  the   village   of  thcfe  un- 
friendly people,  not  a  iingle  individual  had  been 
fccn  ;  but  they  w  ere  heard  making  a  mod  hide- 
ous 
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om  and  extraordinary  noife  in  their  houres,  the 
foand  of  which  reached  the  relling  place  of  our 
party,  by   whom   it  was   fuppofed,    that  fomc 
pcrfon  of  confequcnce  had  been  hurt  by  the  Ihot 
fired  the  preceding  evening  at  the  large  canoe, 
and  which  not  improbably  had  been  the  occafion 
of  their  hafty  retreat.     In  the  morning  of  the 
loth  they  were  vifited  by  an  old  Indian  man, 
and  a  boy,  who  after  receiving  fome  prefcnts 
went  about  their  bufmcfs,  and   our  party  pro- 
ceeded to  the  arm  leading  to  the  north-eaft  from 
Stephens's  pafl'age,  having  its  weftcrn  point  of 
entrance,  which   I   have   called  Point   Salis- 
bury, fituated   in    latitude  5S^  ll'',    longitude 
226°  3',  in  which  the  great  quantity  of  floating 
ice,  w'th  a  ftrong  northerly  wind  againft  them, 
fo  retarded   their  progrefs,  that  a   pallage   was 
with  great  difficulty  cffe(5led  ;  the  weather  here 
was  feverely  cold,  with  frequent  fliowers  of  fleet 
and  rain.     From  its  entrance  it  extended  N.  1 1 
E.,  about  1  3  miles,  where  the  fliores  fpread  to 
the  eaft  and  weft,  and  formed  a  bafon  about  a 
league  broad,  and  two  leagues  acrofs,  in  aN.W. 
and   S.  E.   dircdion,  with  a  fmall   illand   lying 
nearly  at  i*ts  north-eaft   extremity.     From    the 
fliorcs  of  this  bafbn  a  com  pad  body  of  ice  ex- 
tended fome  diftance  nearly  all  round  ;  and  the 
adjacent   region  was  compofed  of  a  clofe  con- 
nedied  continuation  of  the  lofty  range  of  frozen 
'•''  mountains, 
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mountains,   whofe   fides,   almoll   perpendicular, 
were  formed  entirely  of  rock,  excepting  clofe  to 
the  water  fide,  where  a  few  fcattered  dwarf  pine 
trees  found  fufficient  foil  to  vegetate  in ;  about 
thcfc  the  mountains  were  wrapped  in  perpetual 
froft  and  fnow.  From  the  ru<nz;cd  ii;uUics  in  their 
fides  were  projected  immenfc  bodies  ofice,  that 
reached    pcrpendlcuhirly  to   the  furface  of  the 
water  in  the  bafon,  which  admitted  of  no  land- 
ing place  for  the  boats,  but  exhibited  as  dreary 
and   inhofpitable  an   afpeel  as  the   imafi/mation 
can  poffibly  fuggeft.     The  rife  and  fall  of  the 
tide  in  this  fituatlon  was  very  confideiable,  ap- 
pearing to  be  upwards  of  eighteen  feet.     The 
examination  of  this  bafon,  &:c.  engaged  the  party 
until  near  noon  of  the  I  Ith,  when  they  returned 
along    the   eaftcrn   fliore,  which  is  a  continua- 
tion of  tliC  fame  range  of  lofty  mountains  rifmg 
abruptly  from  the  water  fide ;  by  dark  they  reached 
the  iflund  mentioned  on  the  7tli,  as  lying  in  the 
middle  <)\'  Stephens's  pailage  ;   here  they  took  up 
their    lodging  for   the   night,   which    was  very 
•lliormy  from   the   f  )uth-cafl:vvard,  and   attended 
with  a  heavy  rain.      In  the  morning  of  the  12th 
the  wind  became  more  moderate,  but  the  rain 
continued  with  an  extremely  unpleafant  crofs 
fea,  which  the  \iolence  of  the  wind  during  the 
night   had    occafioncd.     Tliis   greatly    retarded 
their  progrefs  down  the  paf.''.ge,  the  caftern  fliore 
;.       .,  of 
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of  which  was  found  to  be  much  indented  with 
fmall  bays,  and  to  take  a  general  diredion  from 
a  fpot  oppofitc  to  the  ifland  they  had  quitted 
S.  4  I  E.,  about  twelve  miles,  to  a  point  which 
I  named  Po^int  St  yl  em  an,  forming  the  north- 
weft  point  of  a  harbour,  fituated  in  latitude  57 
53',  longitude  220"  22';  the  oppoilte  point  of  its 
entrance  lying  from  it  S.  33  E.,  at  the  diftance 
of  two  miles.     This  harbour,  which  obtained  the 
name  of  Port  Snettisham,  firft  extends  about 
a  league  from  its  entrance  in  a  north-eaft  direc- 
tion, where  on  each  fide  the  fhorcs  form  an  ex- 
tenfive  cove,  terminated  by  a  fandy  beach,  with 
a  fine  ftream  of  frelli  water.     On  the   north- 
weft  fide  of  entrance  is  a  fmall  cove,   in  which 
there  is  alfo  a  run  of  water,  with  an  iflet  lying 
before  it.     The  Ihores  are  high  and  ftcep,  and 
produce  very  few  trees.     Several  fmokes  were 
feen,  but   none  of  the   inhabitants   made  their 
appearance.     From  the  fouth  point  of  this  port, 
which  I  called  Point  /  nmer,  the  fliore  takes  a 
direction  S.  29  E.,  nine  or  ten  miles,  to  a  point, 
that  obtained  the  name  of  Point  Coke,  and 
which   forms  the   north  point  of  a  deep   bay, 
about  four  miles  wide,  which   I  called  Holk- 
II AM  Bay  ;  this  the  party  did  not  reach  until 
the  morning  of  the  13th,  when,  nearly  in  the 
middle  of  it,  were  found  three  fmall  illands ,  to 
the  wcftcrnmoft  of  which   a  fhallpw  Lanit  ex- 
tended 
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tended  from  each  fide  of  the  bay,  which  is 
bounded  by  the  ftill  continued  lofty  range  of 
mountains.  Much  floating  ice  was  feen  within 
the  iflands.  From  point  Coke,  in  a  direction 
S.  43  W.,  two  miles  and  an  half,  arc  two  rocky 
iflets,  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  branch,  and 
from  the  fouth  point  of  this  bay,  v\  hich  I  called 
Point  Astley,  the  Ihores  are  very  rocky,  and 
contain  many  fmall  open  coves,  taking  a  fouth- 
erly  dired:ion  thirteen  miles,  to  a  point  which 
obtained  the  name  of  Point  Windham,  iitu- 
atcd  in  latitude  57**  3 1',  longitude  230"  36'. 
This  point  forms  the  eaftern  point  of  entrance 
into  Stephens's  paflage  ;  here  they  again  arrived 
in  the  fpacious  part  of  the  inlet  noticed  from 
point  Gambicr.  i. •      . .;).  .    <>. 

As  the  party  advanced  feveral  iflets  were  fecn 
in  various  directions,  and  from  point  Windham, 
on  the  eallcrn  fide,  were  feme  bays  ;  the  lliores 
took  a  general  direction  S.  25  P2.,  twelve  miles 
and  an  half,  to  a  point  named  by  me  Point 
Ho  BART,  being  the  north  point  of  a  fmall 
branch,  where  the  party  rcftcd  for  the  night,  and 
on  the  following  morning  they  found  its  points 
of  entrance  to  lie  from  each  other  N.  1 1 W.  and 
S.  1 1  E.,  about  a  league  afunder.  From  its  en- 
trance it  extends  S.  /O  E.,  five  or  fix  mile?, 
where  it  terminated.  Some  iflets  and  funken 
rocks  lie  near  its  fouth  point,  which  I   called 

Point 


j'l 


""*•*■ 


il 


i 


:  (' 


30  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [aUGUST, 

Point  Walpole.  From  point  Hobart  extends 
a  bank  ot'  fand  a  little  diftance  from  the  Ihorc, 
but  there  is  a  clear  pailage  between  it  and  the 
illets,  within  which,  it  forms  a  fnug  harbour', 
with  foundings  at  a  confiderablc  dillance  from 
the  fliore  from  ten  to  fix  fathoms  water,  fand 
and  muddy  bottom.  It  is  bounded  by  lofty 
mountains,  and  from  their  bafe  extends  a  fmall 
border  of  low  land  formina;  the  fncres  of  the 
harbour,  which  I  culled  Port  Houghtojs.  On 
quitting  this  place  many  rocks  were  fcen  along 
the  fiiores,  which  took  a  dired:ion  S.  12  W.,  fix 
miles  and  a  half,  to  a  very  confpicuous  low  pro- 
jedling  point,  which  obtained  the  name  of  Cape 
Faxsiiaw,  fituated  in  latitude  57"  ll',  longi- 
tude 220' 44  j'.  Here  was  fcen  an  old  defertcd 
village,  and  a  fpacious  branch  of  the. inlet  eight 
miles  wide,  leading  to  the  eaflward  and  fouth- 
call.         •  '      .'V*-i  '^.r-''   ■'•■■■rr    ■■'  '•  n-  ir-^:;  -^-'l 

From  its  very  extenfive  appearance  in  thefc 
dircclions,  Mr.  Whidbey  became  apprehenfive, 
left  their  utmoll  exertions  fliould  not  enable 
them  to  draw  their  labours  to  a  conclufion  dur- 
ing his  ])refent  t^curfion,  and  for  this  reafon  he 
loll  no  time  in  proceeding  along  its  northern 
Ihore,  which  from  cape  Fanfliaw  takes  a  dircdion 
S.  00  E.,  fixtecn  miles,  to  a  low  narrow  point  of 
land  two  miles  lonw,  and  half  a  mile  broad^ 
llrctchlng  fouth  Ironi  the  general  line  of  the  coaft. 
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on  each  fide  of  it ;  but  this  diftance,  owing  to  the 
badnefs  of  the  weather,  and  a  ftrong  gale  from 
the  eaftward,  was  not  reached  before  the  '  "th  in 
the    afternoon.     At  this   low  point,    which    I 
called   Point  Vandeput,  the  width   of  the 
branch  decreafed  to  about  three  miles  and  an 
half,  in  a  fouth  direction,  to  a  liccp  bluff  point, 
where,  as  alfo  from  this  ftation,  the  fliorcs  of  the  j 
branch  took  a  more  foutherly   courfe.     South  \ 
from  this  point  a  fhoal  extends  about  a  mile,  and  i 
on  its  eaftern  fide  a  fmall  bay  is  formed,  from  i 
whence  the  caftern  fhore  trends  S.  34  E.,  fcven 
miles,  to  another  point,  where  a  llioal  ilrctches 
out  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  fhore; 
this  prevented  the  boats  approaching  the  point, 
although  fevcral    attempts  were   made,   in  the 
hope  of  gaining  flieltcr  from  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  but  it  was  to  no  effcd,   and  the 
party  was  obliged  to  remain  cold,  wet,  and  hun- 
gry (having  no  provifions  cooked)  in  the  boats,^ 
until  the  morning  of  the  1 6th  ;  when  the  wea-  ^ 
ther  became   fair  and   clear,  and  ftiewed  their 
fituation  to  be  before  a  fmall  extent  of  low  flat 
land,  lying  immediately  before  the  lofty  moun- 
tains, which  here  roie  abruptly  to  a  prodigious 
height  immediately  b^^liind  the  border.     A  few 
]rniles  to  the  fouth  of  this  margin  the  mountains 
extended  to  the  water  fide,  where  a  part  of  them 
■>  prcfcnted 
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prcfcntej  an  uncommonly   awiul   appearance, 
lifmg  with  an  inclination  towards  the  water  to  a 
vaft  height,  loaded  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of 
ice  and  fnovv,  and  overhanging  their  bafe,  which 
deemed  to  be  infufficient  to  bear  the  ponderous 
fabric  it  luftained,  and  rendered  the  view  of  the 
paflage  beneath  it,  horribly  magnificent.        ,,,.,. 
Soon  after  pailing  this  very  remarkable  pro- 
montory, the  arm  of  the  fta  over  which  it  hangs- 
appeared  to  be  entirely  clofed  by  a  beach,  ex- 
tending all  round  the  head  of  it ;  at  the  fouth- 
caft  extremity  was  a  large  body  of  ice,  formed  in 
a  gully  between  the  mountains  that  approach 
the  water-fidc,  from  whence,  much  broker*  ice 
feemed  to  have  fallen,  and  had  entirely  covered 
the  furface  of  the  water  in  that  diredion.     From 
the  fouth-weft  corner  ifTucd  a  narrow  ftream  of 
very  white  water,  that  feemed  to  have  obtained 
this  appearance  by  the  melting  mow  draining 
through  the  low  land  that  was  feen  lying  in  that 
diredtion;  and  as  it  wa^.  confidered  not  to  be 
navigable,  Mr.  Whidbcy  was  anxious  to  lofe  no 
time  in  the  further  cxtenfion  of  his  refearches. 
Having  novv  been  abfent  longer  than  the  time 
for  which  the  party  had  been  fupplied,  and  being 
diftant  upwards  of  an  hundred  miles  from  the 
Veflels,  towards  which  they  had  to  proceed  along ; 
acoaft,  the  principal  part  of  which  might  re-. 
V       :>!  " ,'  '        ''  quire 
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quire  a  very  minute  examination  ;  he  fi;  »de  the 
beft  of  his  way  back,  along  the  fouthcrn  (hore  of 
the  branch.      . :,:     '       ,j  '        ^  •  ' 

Wc  became  afterwards  Informed  by  Mr.  Brown 
of  the  Jackal,  that  the  above  narrow  llream  was 
found,  on  his  fubfequent  vlfit  to  this  place,  to 
afford  a  pailagc  for  canoes  and  boats,  and  that  it 
communicated  with  the  apparently  llioal  inlet 
that  Mr.  Johnftone  had  made  feveral  unfuccefs- 
ful  attempts  to  enter  on  the  28th  of  Auguft, 
17(j3.  Mr.  Brown  alfo  ftatcd,  that  the  inter- 
vening land  which  had  the  appearance  of  form- 
ing the  head  of  the  arm  between  its  fouth-eaft 
and  fouth-wcft  extremities,  is  an  ifland,  fituated 
on  a  very  fliallow  bank,  which,  at  the  depth  of  a 
few  feet,  conneds  the  two  fliores,  and  at  low 
water  fprlng  tides  becomes  dry.  This  may  fervc 
to  account  for  the  report  of  the  Indians  to  Mr. 
Brown  the  preceding  year,  and  which  he  oblig- 
ingly communicated  to  me  on  the  2 lit  of  July, 
3793,  refpeding  Ewan  Nafs,  by  which  means 
an  inland  navigation  for  canoes  and  boats  is 
found  from  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Admiralty 
inlet,  In  latitude  47°  3',  longitude  23/"  18',  to 
the  northern  extremity  of  Lynn  canal,  in  lati- 
tude 5(/ 12',  longitude  224  34'.  By  this  in- 
formation it  like  wife  appeared,  that  our  conclu- 
fions  at  the  end  of  the  laft  fcafon,  refpedling  cape 
.    Vol.  VI.  D  Decifion 
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Dcclfion  being  a  continental  promontory  were 
not  prccifely  corrci^t,  as,  by  the  Iballow  boat  paf- 
fagc  difcovered  by  Mr.  lirown,  that  cape  is  found 
to  be  feparated  cvbovc  the  level  of  high  water 
mark  from  the  continent. 

Mr.  Whidbey  obferves,  that  in  no  one  inftan cc 
during  his  refcarchcs,  either  in  the  fcvcral  branches 
of  Prince  William's  found,  in  thofe  extending: 
from  Crofs  found,  or,  In  the  courfe  of  his  prefcnt 
cxcurfion,  did  he  find  any  immenfe  bodies  of  icQ 
on  the  iflands  ;  all  thofc  which  he  had  Cccn  on 
fhore,  were  in  the  gullies  or  vallics  of  the  con- 
ncfted  chain  of  lofty  mountains  lo  frequently 
mentioned,  and   which   chiefly  conftitutcd   the 
continental  fliorc  from  Cook's  inlet  to  this  Na- 
tion ;  though,  in  different  places  thefe  mountains 
are  at  different  diftances  from  the  iea  fide.     He 
like  wife  obferves  that  all  the  iflands,  or  groups  of 
iflands,  were  land  of  a  moderate  height,  when 
compared  with  the  ftupendous  mountains  that 
compofc  the  continental  boundary,  and  were  ftill 
fcen  to  continue  in    a    fouth-eaflern   direction 
from  this  fliallow  paflage,  whllfl:  the  land  to  the 
wcRward  affumed  a  more  moderate  height,  wa^ 
free  from  fnow,  and  produced  a  foreft  of  lofty 
pine   trees.     Thefe  obfervations   more  particu- 
larly applying  to  tlic  former,  than  to  the  fubfe- 
qucnt,  part  of  this  furvcy,  I  have,  for  that  reafon, 
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thought  proper  to  introduce  them  in  this  place, 
and  fliall  now  rcfumc  the  fuhjcc^  of  Mr.  Whid- 
bey's  cxcurfion.         .,  . 

The  day  being  fair  and  pleafant,  Mr.  Whidbey 
wiflicd  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  drying 
their  wet  clothes,  putting  their  arms  in  order, 
and  giving  a  thorough  cleaning  to  the  boats, 
which,  from  the  continual  bad  weather,  had  now' 
become  an  object  of  real  ncceflity.  For  this 
purpofe  the  party  landed  on  a  commodious  beach; 
but  before  they  had  finiflied  their  bufmefs  a  large 
canoe  arrived,  containing  fome  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  fixteen  flout  Indian  men,  well  appoint- 
ed with  the  arms  of  the  country,  but  without 
any  fire-arms.  They  behaved  in. a  very  friendly 
manner  on  the  beach  fcf  a  little  time,  but  their 
condu6l  afterwards  put  on  ar  very  fufpicious  ap- 
pearance; the  children  withdrew  into  the  woods, 
and  the  reft  fixed  their  daggers  round  their  wriits, 
and  exhibited  other  indications,  not  of  the  moft 
friendly  nature.  To  avoid  the  chance  of  any 
thing  unpleafant  taking  place,  Mr.  Whidbey  con- 
fidered  it  moft  humane  and  prudent  to  depart, 
and  he  continued  his  route  down  the  branch 
along  its  fouth-weft  fliore,  paffing  fome  iflets  that 
lie  near  it.  The  Indians  did  the  fame,  but  kept 
on  the  oppofite  iliore,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  little 
time  the  canoe  dlfappearcd.  In  the  hope  of  be- 
ing quit  of  thefc  pcoplti  the  party  ftopped  to  dine 
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near  the  high  blutF  obfcrvc J  from  point  Vande- 

put,  but  bctbrc  they  had  fiiiilhcd  their  rcpaft  the 

fame  Indians,  who  muft  have  turned  back  uu- 

perceived,  for  the  purpofe  of  croffing  over  to  fol- 

lov/  the  boats,  were  fccn  coming  round  the  point 

of  the   cove  in  which  was  the  parly,  and  not 

more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  their  dinner 

ftatlon ;  as  the  canoe  approached  a  mufket  was 

fired  over  it,  In  order  to  deter  the  Indians  from 

advancing;  but    this,   as    on   former   occafions, 

feemcd  to  encourasrc  them,  and  they  appeared  to 

come   forward   \\  ith  more   cagernefs,   but  on  a 

fecond  (hot  being  fired  at  the  canoe  they  Inflant- 

]y  retreated  with  all  poffiblc  I'pced,  and  ucreibon 

again  behind  the  point :  yet  as  Mr.  Whidbey  fuf- 

pedcd  they  might  be  inclined  to  attempt  by  fur- 

prlfe,  that  which  they  dared  not  venture  to  do 

openly,  he  hallened  the  meal  of  his  party,  and 

put  off  from  the  fliore  ;  this  was  fcarcely  effed:- 

cd,  when  his  conjectures  were  proved  to  have  been 

Well  founded,  by  the  appearance  of  a  number  of 

armed  people  iiiliing  from  the  woods,  exac^tly  at 

the  fpot  \Nhere  o^:r  party  had  dined  ;  and  nearly 

at  the  lame  inllaat  of  time,  the  canoe  was  ao;ain 

leen  paddling  round  the  point  of  the  cove. 

This  conduCr,  o.i  the  part  (jf  tlie  Indians,  grcat- 

Av  attracted  the  obfervatlon   of  the   party,   and 

whihl  thev  \^ ere  v-atchin-jr  tlie  motions  of  thefc 

people,  tlicir  attention  was  fuddenly  and  moft 

agreeably 


f 


Ji' 


cr 
O 


iur- 
do 
and 

ca- 

been 
er  ot 

ly  at 
\carl';' 


Icrrcat- 


aiu 


tbcfc 
moft 
fcca\)ly 


l"g4.J  ROUND  THE  WOKLD.  37 

agreeably  called  to  an  objcd  of  more  pleafin 
concern ;  that  of  the  boats  under  Mr.  John- 
ftonc's  direction,  coming  within  fight  about  two 
miles  diftant.  -' 

The  ftratagem  thus  pra(?llfed  by  thefe  Indians 
is  alone  fufficicnt  to  Ihew,  that  our  apprehen- 
fions  on  board,  for  the  fafety  of  our  abfent  friends, 
had  not  been  without  reafon ;  and  it  is  one, 
amongil:  many  other  circumftances,  which  taught 
me  to  believe,  that  we  were  but  juft  in  time,  for 
the  accomplifhment  of  the  arduous  and  hazar- 
dous fervice  in  which  we  had  been  fo  long  en- 
gaged ;  as  the  very  unjuftifiable  condud;  of  the 
traders  on  this  coaft,  has  encouraged  the  inhabi- 
tants to  attempt  fuch  a<Ss  of  hol^ility,  that  the 
means  we  poffeffed  to  repel  their  attacks,  would, 
in  ?.ll  probability,  have  been  infufficient  for  our 
protection,  had  it  been  our  lot  to  have  tried  the 
experiment  one  year  later. 

On  the  light  of  the  two  other  boats  all  the 
Indians  difappeared,  and  our  two  parties  were  not 
long  before  their  forces  \^  ere  united.  It  was  im- 
mediately underilood  that  Mr.  Johnftone  had 
examined  the  coaft  from  cape  Decifion  to  this 
ftation.  On  this  occafion  Mr.  Whidbey  re- 
marks, that  it  is  not  poflille  for  language  to  de- 
fcribe  the  joy  that  was  manifefted  in  every  coun- 
tenance, on  thus  meeting  their  comrades  and 
fellow- adventurers,    by   which    happy   circum- 
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ilance,  a  principal  obje<5l  of  the  voyage  was 
brought  to  a  conclufion ;  and  the  hearty  con- 
gratulations that  were  mutually  exchanged  by- 
three  cheers,  proclaimed  not  only  the  pleafure 
that  was  felt  in  the  accomplilliment  of  this 
laborious  fervice,  but  the  zeal  with  w  hich  it  had 
been  carried  into  execution,  and  the  laudable 
pride  that  had  been  entertained  by  both  parties, 
in  having  been  inftrumental  to  the  attainment 
of  fo  grand  an  objedl. 

The  little  fquadron  now  proceeded  to  a  cove 
about  a  league  to  the  weftward,  where  they  took 
up  their  abode  for  the  night.  In  the  courfe  qf 
the  evening  no  fmall  portion  of  facetious  mirth 
pafled  amongll:  the  fcamen,  in  confequence  of 
our  having  failed  from  old  England  on  thcfij}  of 
April,  for  the  purpofe  of  difcovering  a  north-weft 
paiTage,  by  following  up  the  difcoveries  of  De 
Fuca,  De  Fonte,  and  a  numerous  train  of  hypo- 
thetical navigators. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  1 7th  both  parties 
fat  out  on  their  return  to  port  Conclufion,  and 
being  favored  with  a  frefli  gale  from  the  S.  E. 
they  made  great  progrcfs  under  fail. 

In  the  event  of  the  two  parties  meeting,  and 
confequently  a  fin'fliing  ftroke  being  put  to  the 
examination  of  the  Ihores  of  North-Weft  Ame- 
rica, within  the  limits  of  my  commiflTion  ;  Mr. 
Whidbey  had  my  diredions  to  take  poifcffion  of 
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the  faid  contrient,  from  New  Georgia  north- 
weftvvard  to  cape  Spencer,  as  alfo,  of  all  the  ad- 
jacent iilands  we  had  difcovcred  within  thofe 
limits ;  in  the  name  of,  and  for,  His  Britannic 
Majefty,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflors :  this,  on  the 
parties  flopping  to  dine,  was  carried  into  execu- 
tion ;  the  colours  were  difplayed,  the  boats' 
crews  drawn  up  under  arms,  and  pofleflion  taken 
under  the  difcharge  of  three  voUies  of  mulketry, 
with  all  the  other  formalities  ufual  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  and  a  double  allowance  of  grog  was  ferved 
to  the  rcfpeftive  crews,  for  the  purpoie  of  drink- 
ing His  Majefty's  health.  The  happy  meeting 
of  the  two  parties,  having  taken  place  on  tlie 
birth-day  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  Frederick  Duke 
of  York,  the  found  in  which  they  met  I  honored 
with  the  nameofPRiNCEFuEDERiCK's  Sound, 
and  the  adjacent  continent,  north -weft  ward  from 
New  Cornwall  to  Crofs  found,  with  that  of  New 
Norfolk. 

From  hence  the  boats  made  the  bcft  of  their 
way  to  the  velTels,  without  any  particular  occur- 
rence, until  they  arrived  at  port  Concluiion,  when 
the  wind  blowing  very  hard  from  the  fouthward, 
brought  with  it  a  heavy  confufcd  fea,  which, 
with  the  meeting  of  the  tides,  produced  a  kind 
of  race.  Here  the  boats,  for  fome  time,  were  in 
a  moft  critical  fituation,  but  by  the  great  exer- 
tions of  their  crews,  they  were  at  length  prc- 
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ferved,  and  arrived  fafe,  as  has  been  before  re- 
lated. 

It  now  remains  to  recount  the  clrcumftanccs 
attendant  on  Mr.  Johnftone's  expedition  ;  who, 
from  cape  Decifion,  found  the  exterior  coaft  fir{l: 
take  a  diredion  N.  30  W.  about  three   leagues, 
and  then  N.  lo  W.  about  the  fame  diilance,  to 
the  north  point  of  a  harbour  about  a  mile  wide  ; 
the  intermediate  fliore,  between  it  and  cape  De- 
cifion, has  in  it  many  fmall  open  bays,  and  at 
fbme  diftance  from   it,   lie  many  rocks.     This 
ftation  was  reached  in  the  afternoon  of  the  3d, 
the  harbour  was  found  free  and  eafy  of  accefs, 
by  keeping  near  the  fouthern  fliore  ;  in  general  it 
is  about  a  mile  wide.     At  firft  it  takes  a  north- 
eaft  courfe  for  about  a. league,  and  then  termi- 
nates in  a  S.  S.  E.  dired;ion,  about  a  league  fur- 
ther, having  fome  illets  and  rocks  in  it,  notwith- 
ftanding  which  it  affords  very  excellent  llielter, 
with  foundings  from  J/  to  34   and   12  fathoms 
water.     It  is  conveniently  fituatcd  towards  the 
ocean,  has  its  north   point  in  latitude  50^  ^71' » 
longitude   225^    58',   and  obtained  the  name  qf 
Port  Malmrsbuky.     Its  north  point,  which 
I  have  called  Pqixt   Harhi?,  is  rendered  very 
remarkable,   by   its  being  a  projedting  point,  on 
which   is  a   fmgle   hill,   appearing  from   many 
points  of  view  like  an   ifland,  with  an  iflct  and 
fome  rocks  extending  near  a  mile  to  the  fouth' 
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Avcft  of  it.      North  from  hence,  three  miles  and 
an  hah',  and  then  N.  N.  E.  ahout  the  lame  dif- 
tancc,  is  the  louth  point  of  a  Uirge  bay,   full  of 
innumerable  illets  and  rocks,  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  very  fmall  branches  in  various  dirc<.''lions; 
its  cxLUiiination   occupied    much    time,    and  its 
fouthern  extremity  reached  to  the  latitude  of  5C 
15',   longitude   2'jC>'^  15'  ;   its  eallern  branch  to 
latitude    ;:(3"  28',    louG^itude    220"   18';   and   its 
northern  extremity  to  latitude  .'JO'^  33',  longitude 
220^  J  2 '.      Between  the  two  latter  the  party  met 
with  about  a  dozen  of  the  natives,  who  occupied 
a  Tingle  habitation  on  the   fl:iore,  and   were  the 
firft  people  Tvlr.  Johnftonc's  party  had  feen  on  this 
cxDedition.      The  r)th    was    very   ftormv,    with 
much   rain,   but  the  0th  was  fair  and  pleafant, 
which  enabled   them  to  finifh  the  cxaminaLloii 
of  this   intricate  iound,  and  in  the   esening  they 
reached  it;^  north-well:   point  of  enirance,  which 
I   called   Point   Ii^llis,  where   they   remained 
during  the  niglif.      It  is  fituated  in  iatitudv  5()' 
3l',  lonG:itudc   v 2 .-i '  5 ( "/.     This   -dlio   lurms   tlic 
ibuth-eaft  point  of  another  fniall  inlet,    which  is 
equally  intricate,  and  as  much  inconmic'ded  with 
iflets  and   rocks.     The  examination  of  this  em- 
ployed the  whole  of  the  7th.      it  iorn:s  a  narrow 
arm,  extending  from  point  Ellis  N.  CA)  \L  Un  ten 
rniles,  where  it  terminates.     rJcre  t'ley  ibund  a 
fingle  houfe,  fimilar  to  that  before   r:enlioncd, 
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and  containing  about  as  many  Inhabitants.  From 
hence  they  returned  along  the  northern  fide  of 
this  arm,  from  half  a  mile  to  half  a  league  in 
width,  and  about  feven  miles  from  its  head  to  its 
north  point,  which  forms  alfo  the  fouth  point  of 
a  bay  or  inlet,  full  of  iflcts  and  rocks,  the  north 
point  of  which,  called  by  me  Poixt  Sullivan, 
lies  in  latitude  5(3^  38',  longitude  225°  5li'. 
From  point  Sullivan  the  fliores  were  lefs  rocky, 
and  became  firm  and  compad,  taking  a  direc- 
tion N.  0  W.  thirteen  miles,  to  a  confpicuous 
point,  which  after  Vice  Admiral  Kingfhiill,  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Point  KingsxMILl.  From 
this  point,  which  is  the  fouth  point  of  the  fpa- 
cious  inlet,  up  which  Mr.  Whldbey  had  purfued 
his  rcfcarches  to  the  north-caftward  ;  the  fhorcs- 
trended  N.  4/  E.  fix  miles  and  a  half  to  another 
point,  which  I  called  Point  Cornwallis,  and 
which  forms  the  fouth- welt  point  of  entrance 
into  an  arm  leading  to  the  fouth-call.  The  fpacc 
between  thci;;  two  points  is  occupied  by  two 
bays,  each  taking  a  Ibuth-eaflcrly  diredion,  from 
a  mile  to  half  a  league  wide,  and  four  or  five 
miles  deep,  in  which  as  ufual  along  the  coafb 
were  many  iflcts  and  dangerous  rocks.  The  ex- 
amination to  this  extent,  employed  the  party 
tiiitil  the  loth  in  the  morning,  when  they  quit- 
ted the  main  inlet,  and  purfued  the  arm  leading 
to  the  fouth -call:  ward,  which  firfc  took  a  direc- 
tion 
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tion  S.  08  E.  for  nine  miles,  and  then  S.  2G  E. 
for  fevcn  miles  and  a  half  further ;  here  a  branch 
was  entered  about  half  a  league  wide,  that  took 
3  S.  S.  W.  dlredion  for  about  eight  miles,  where 
it  terminated  in  latitude  56''  38i'.     The  ihorcs 
of  the  fouthern  parts  of  this  branch,  which  I  have 
diftinguiflied  by   the  name  of  Port  Camdex, 
are  pretty  free  from  iHets  and  rocks,  but  thofe  to 
the  north- weft  of  it,  are  lined  with   th°m,   and 
render  the  approaching  of  it  extremely  dangerous. 
The  termination  of  this  branch  reaches  in  a  north 
and  fouth  dircdion,  within  about  two  miles  of 
the  north-eaft  extent  of  the  fmall  inlet  which  the 
party  had  examined  on  the  7th,  and  in  the  fame 
line,  within  about  four  miles  of  the  northern  part 
of  that  which  had  enoiasccd  them  on  the  Sth  and 
0th.     So  very  tedioufly  and  flowly  were  our  re- 
fearchcs   carried  into  effec^t  in  this  very  broken, 
and  extraordinary  region ! 

At  the  head  of  the  laft  mentioned  branch  was 
a  fmall  Indian  vilkigc  coi^^ifting  of  three  houfes, 
and  containing  about  forty  or  fifty  pcrfons.  On 
meeting  Ibme  of  the  Indians  here  who  had  been 
feen  in  the  foutliern  branches,  it  gave  rife  to  an 
opinion,  that  ibme  fmall  paifagc  cxifted  which 
had  efcajicd  the  notice  of  the  party;  but  this 
Mr.  Johnftonc  obfcrvcs  was  foon  explained  by 
the  Indians  who  took  up  their  canoe,  and  point- 
ing to   a   fmall  valley  in  a  foutherly  direction, 
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made  f!;:;ni  Miat  could  not  be  miflakcn,  that  they 
had  walked,  c;nd  had  brought  their  canoe,  over 
the  iichiiius.  The  next  morning,  althoiij^a  very 
wet  and  hazy,  they  returned  along  the  caflern 
lidc  of  this  arm,  and  paiTcd  its  north-eaft  point, 
\vhicli  from  the  head  lies  about  N.  N.  E.  at  the 
didancc  of  about  four  leagues,  near  which  arc 
ibmc  rocks.  The  party  immediately  entered 
another  branch,  about  the  iame  breadth,  which 
took  firil  a  direction  S.  ()8  E.  for  about  five  miles, 
and  then  turned  irregularly  round  to  the  fouth- 
ward.  The  weather  being  clear  about  noon,  the 
obferved  latitude  was  found  to  be  riC^  42^  lon- 
gitude l.'20^  25'.  The  branch  in  which  they  had 
thus  advanced,  although  two  fliailow  and  rocky 
ibr  the  palfage  of  any  vcirds  larger  than  boats  or 
canoes,  and  even  for  them  intricate  and  dan- 
gerous, would  not  have  been  further  examined, 
had  not  the  tide  been  found  running  in  a  very 
contrary  direi5lion,  to  that  which  had  been  ob- 
i'erved  at  its  entrance,  the  flood  tide  here  fetting 
to  the  northward.  This  circumllance  gave  rile 
to  an  opinion,  that  this  branch  would  be  found  to 
communicate  with  the  main  inlet  they  had  left 
under  Mr.  Whidbey's  examination  extending  to 
the  north-eail;  and  Ihould  it  make  the  inter- 
mediate very  brokeri  land  an  illand,  it  would 
greatly  facilitate  their  furvey  of  what  they  fupr 
pofcd  to  be  the  continental  Ihorc. 

This 
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This  hope  hiduccd  Mr.  Johnflonc  to  pcrfcvcrc, 
but  inftcad  of  the  ch:inncl  ftretthing  to  the  call- 
ward  as  it  was  wiflicd,  and  expcdcd  to  do,  it  ex- 
tended to  the  wcrtward  of  fouth,  and  communi- 
cated with  a  bay  in  tlic  north- well  part  of  Cla- 
rence's ftrait,  which  had  been  examined  bv  Mr, 
Johnftonc  on  the  l  1  th  of  September,  1  793  ;  but 
this  communication  was  not  at  that  time  afccr- 
tained,  in   conlequencc  of  the  numerous   illcts, 
rocks,  and  flioals,  that  cxill  in  tluit  ha  v.  and  rcn- 
der  it   intircly  unnavi^able  for   ilupping.      The 
party  now  diltindly  favv  port  Protection  and  the 
adjacent  Ihores,  and  havin^j;  taken  the  neceifary 
angles  that  their  further   lurvey   would  demand, 
they  returned  by  the  way  they  had  anived;   but 
the  progrcfs  of  the  boats  was  rendered  very  How 
by  the  numberlcis   rocks  an:l  \ihtb,  anJ  t!ic  ex- 
amination of  the  feveral  iittle  bays  into  wiiich  tJic 
Ihores  were  broken.     To  the  caihvard  v\cre  fecn 
high  diliant  mountains  covered 
the  land  in  their  neia;hbourhood 
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every  cove  nnd  corner  ;  for  they  could  not  by  any 
other  mode  have  determined  its  boundary,  as  they 
were  at  this  time  furrounded  by  a  very  thick  tog, 
that  obfcurcd  every  diftantobjed:  until  about  ten 
in  the  forenoon,  when  a  frefli  wefterly  breeze 
brought  fair  and  clear  weather,  and  difcovered 
their  fituation  to  be  near  the  weft  point  of  a 
fmall  branch,  in  latitude  56"  50 ',  longitude  22(5'* 
lO^  The  adjacent  fliorcs  in  all  directions,  but 
particularly  to  the  north-weft,  were  lined  with 
iflets  and  rocks,  that  extended  nearly  two  miles 
into  the  opening,  which  was  here  about  two 
leagues  acrofs. 

This  branch  about  a  mile  wide  ftrctched  about 
five  miles  in  an  eaftwardly  direction,  and  there 
it  terminated ;  but  before  the  party  had  reached 
this  extent,  Mr.  Johnftonc  ftates,  that  the  re- 
mains of  no  lefs  than  eight  dcferted  villages  were 
feen ;  ibme  of  them  were  more  decayed  than 
the  others,  but  they  were  all  uniformly  fituated 
on  the  fummit  of  fomc  precipice,  or  fteep  infular 
rock,  rendered  by  nature  almoft  inaccelTiblc,  and 
by  art  and  great  labour  made  a  ftrong  defence; 
which  proved,  that  the  inhabitants  had  been 
fubject  to  the  incurfions  of  hoftile  vifitors.  Thefc 
fortified  places  were  well  conftructed  with  a 
ftrong  platform  of  wood,  laid  on  the  moft  elevated 
part  of  the  rock,  and  projecting  fo  far  from  its 
ildcs  as  to  overfprcad  the  declivity.     The  edge  of 
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the  platform  was  furroundcd  by  a  barricade  ralfcd 
by  logs  of  wood  placed  on  each  other.  In  the 
vicinity  of  thcfe  ruins  were  many  fepulchres  or 
tombs,  in  which  dead  bodies  were  depofited. 
Thefe  were  made  with  a  degree  of  neatnefs  fcl- 
dom  exhibited  in  the  building  of  their  habita- 
tions. A  wooden  frame  was  raifed  about  ten 
feet  from  the  ground,  the  upper  half  of  which 
was  inclofed,  and  in  the  open  part  below  in 
many,  though  not  in  all  of  them,  was  placed  a 
canoe  ;  the  flooring  of  the  upper  part  was  about 
five  feet  fi-om  the  ground,  and  above  that  the 
fides  and  top  were  intirely  clofcd  in  with  boards, 
within  which  were  human  bodies  in  boxes  wrap- 
ped up  in  fkins  or  in  matting.  Thefe  repofito- 
ries  of  the  dead,  Wv-^re  of  different  fizes,  and  fomc 
of  them  contained  more  bodies  than  the  others ; 
in  the  largclt  there  were  not  more  than  four  or 
five,  lying  by  the  fide  of  each  other,  not  one  ap- 
pearing tp  be  placed  above  the  reft  ;  they  were 
generally  found  near  the  water  fide,  and  very 
frequently  on  fomc  confplcuous  point.  Many  of 
thele  facred  monum'^nts  feenied  to  have  been 
ereded  a  great  length  of  time,  and  the  moll  an- 
cient of  them  had  evidently  been  repaired  and 
{Irengthened  by  additional  fupportevs  of  more 
modern  workmanfliip.  Kence  it  would  appear, 
that  whatever  might  be  the  enmity  that  exiiled 
between  the  feveral  tribes  v,  hen  livini^c,  their  re- 
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mains  when  dead  were  rcfpcdcd  and  lurfcrcd  to 
reft  quietly  and  iinmoleited. 

Having  fatisfied  their  ciiriofjty  in  tliefc  rc- 
fpeds,  and  having  gained  the  head  of*  the  arm, 
they  Hopped  to  dine  in  a  cove  a  little  way  iVom 
its  termination.  Hitherto  the  pirty  had  not 
I'cen  any  of  the  natives,  but  at  this  time  they 
were  vilited  by  fevcral  who  came  chiefly  fVoni 
the  head  of  the  arm,  where  they  mud  have  been 
fccreted,  or  they  could  not  have  elbaped  bcinc; 
noticed.  The  rmmber  of  thcfc  people  accumu- 
lated very  faft,  and  in  a  very  little  time,  they 
amounted  to  upwards  of  an  hundred,  amongll: 
whom  were  a  chief,  and  feveral  of  the  Indians 
leen  at  the  ifthmus  on  the  preceding  Thurfday 
and  Sunday.  Whatever  mi'/ht  be  the  real  intcn- 
tion,  or  the  difpofition  of  thcfc  flrangers,  their 
numbers  and  general  appearance,  induced  Mr. 
.lohnilione  to  delirc  them  to  keep  at  a  greater 
diilance  ;  this  the  Indians  did  not  fccm  inclined 
to  do,  althougli  every  fign  to  that  cfFedt  was 
made,  and  our  party  armed  in  rcadincfs  for  their 
ck-icncc.  As  their  numbers  increafed,  fo  were 
they  encouraged  to  advance  ;  on  fome  muflcets 
being  lircd  they  ftopped  for  a  Ihort  time,  but 
foon  again  followed  the  boats  as  they  returned 
down  the  arm,  keeping  juft  without  the  reach  of 
mufkctry.  Although  thefe  people  had  aniongffc 
them  fomc  guns,  and  were  othcrv/ays  well  armed 
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■with  their  native  weapons,   Mr.   Johnftonc  did 
not  impute  to  them   any   hoftilc  intention,  but 
attributed  the  ardour  with  which  they  had  ftrivcn 
to  join  our  party,  to  a  dcfirc  of  bartering  away 
their  fea  otter  fkins,  of  which  they  appeared  to 
have   many,  for  European  commodities.     The 
Tituation  of  the  party  on  this  occafion  was  in  a 
very  confmed   place,   and  being  furrounded  by 
lucli  a  tribe  of  armed  Indians,  with  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend  there   might  be  others  at  no  great  dif. 
tancc,  it  became  prudent  to  avoid,  if  polTible,  a 
nearer  intercourfe,  by  which  alone  the  true  fpirlt 
o{  their  defign  could  have  been  known,  and  in 
which  they  muft  have  been  greatly  interefted,  as 
they  continued  to  follow  the  boats,  until  after 
they  had  gained  a  more  open  fituation.     One  of 
the  canoes  now  advanced    before   the  reft,   in 
which  a  chief  flood  in  the  middleof  it,  plucking 
the  white  feathers  from  the  rump  of  an  eagle, 
and  blowing  them  into  the  air,  accompanied  by 
fongs  and  other  cxpreffions,  which  were  received 
as  tokens  of  peace  and  fricndlhip.     The  canoe 
was  now  permitted  to  come  alongfide  Mr.  John- 
ftone's  boat,  to  whom   the  chief  inftantly  pre- 
fented  a  fea  otter  fkin,  for  which  Mr.  Johnftone 
made  him  a  fultable  return,  with  every  cxpreflion 
likely  to  be  underftood  of  his  pacific  difpofition ; 
the  Indians  feemed  to  be  fincere  in  their  profef- 
fions  alfo,  as  they   now  came  to  the  boats  un- 
VoL.  VI.  E  armed, 
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armed,  and  with  the  utmoft  confidence  in  their 
fecurity.  ExprefTions  of  mutual  friendfliip  were 
now  exchanged,  and  on  its  being  fignified  to  the 
chief,  that  as  night  was  approaching  the  canoes 
fliould  no  longer  follow  the  boats,  he  returned 
to  the  reft  of  his  countrymen  ;  but  they  ftill 
continued  to  paddle  after  our  boats  until  a  muf- 
ket  or  two  were  difchargcd,  w  hen  they  all  drop- 
ped a-ftern  and  were  no  mo^c  fcen. 

However  fatisfaftory  the  latter  part  of  the 
natives'  conduct  may  appear  to  be,  as  to  their 
friendly  intentions,  yet  a  diftruft  which  prudence 
on  fuch  occafions  ought  always  to  fuggeft,  in- 
duced Mr.  Johnftone  to  proceed  as  far  as  he  con- 
veniently could  before  he  ftopped  for  the  night ; 
but  as  the  fliore  was  quite  fteep  and  compadl 
they  continued  to  row  until  after  midnight,  w^hen 
they  came  to  a  grapnel,  and  refted  in  the  boats. 
This  day  had  proved  extremely  fatiguing  to  the 
people>  as  they  had  been  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
twenty-four  hours  on  their  oars.  In  this  route 
they  had  reached  the  main  arm  of  Prince  Fre- 
derick's found,  and  had  found  the  Ihorcs  to  form 
a  large  rounding,  though  not  lofty  promontory, 
in  which  were  feveral  fmall  open  bays,  and  near 
it  feveral  detach e/1  rocks.  This  promontory  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Point  Macartney,  the 
weftern  extremity  of  which  is  fituated  in  lati- 
tude 5/°!  I',  longitude  220°  12'.     From  hence 
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the  fhore  trends  N.  1 5  E.  about  a  league,  where 
the  width  of  the  found  is  about  feven  miles 
acrofs,  in  a  direction  N.  47  W.  to  point  Nepean. 
From  this  ftuticr.  N.  28  E.,  at  the  diilance  of 
about  a  league  and  a  half  lies  a  fmall  ifland, 
with  patches  of  rocks  from  this  point  reaching 
nearly  to  its  fliores.  The  promontory  ftill  took 
a  roundinij!;  dircdion  about  N.  05  E.,  five  miles 
further,  from  whence  the  fouthern  Ihore  of  the 
fovHid  extends  N.  75  E.  feventeen  miles,  to  the 
vvcfl  point  of  a  fmall  cove,  the  only  opening  in 
the  fliore  from  point  Macartney ;  but  off  the 
little  projcding  points  between  this  cove  and 
that  point,  are  detached  rocks  lying  at  no  great 
dillance  from  the  fhore.  This  extent  was  not 
reached  until  the  afternoon  of  the  1 6th,  in  con- 
fequcnce  of  the  wind  blowing  hard  from  the 
caftward,  attended  with  a  heavy  rain,  againft 
which  they  contended  with  their  utmoft  exer- 
tions, left  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  their  provifions 
fliould  oblige  them  to  retire  before  they  could 
join  the  other  party.  This  cove  extendea  S.  3  4 
E.  about  a  league,  where  it  terminated,  and  ac- 
cording to  our  furvey,  formed  a  narrow  ifthmus 
between  it  and  the  head  of  Duncan's  channel, 
about  two  miles  acrofs  in  a  northern  diredion ; 
and  is  another  ftriking  inftance  of  the  very  ex- 
t^nfive,  and  extraordinary  infular  ftate  of  the 
region    lying  before  the   weftern  coaft   of  the 
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American  continent,  between  the  47th  and  59th 
degrees  of  north  latitude. 

Having  dined,  the  party  refumed  their  furvey 
along  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  found,  which  took 
nearly  an  eaft  direction.  They  had  not  far  ad- 
vanced, when  about  five  in  the  evening  they  had 
the  joyful  fatisfadlion  of  meeting  Mr.  Whidbey 
and  his  party  as  before  recited. 

Mr.  Johnftone  ftated,  that  the  part  of  the 
coaft  that  ha  claimed  his  attention  during  his 
laft  excurfion  is  a  peninfula,  conneded  with  the 
more  eaftern  land  by  the  laft  mentioned  narrow 
ifthmus,  and  that  it  is  by  no  means  fo  high  or 
mountainous  as  the  land  compofmg  the  adjacent 
countries  on  the  oppofite  or  north-eaftern  fide  of 
the  found,  which  at  no  great  diftance  confided 
of  very  lofty,  rugged,  dreary,  barren  mountains^ 
covered  with  ice  and  fnow ;  but  that  the  land 
compofing  the  peninfula  was  chiefly  of  moderate 
height,  and  produced  a  noble  foreft  of  large  and 
ftately  pine  trees  of  clean  and  ftraight  growth, 
amongft  which  were  a  few  berry  bufhes  and 
fome  alders.  The  Ihores  along  the  bays  and 
arms  they  had  vifited  were  in  general  low,  and 
prefented  a  probability  that  if  the  wood  were 
cleared  away,  the  foil  of  the  country  might 
be  advantageoufly  employed  under  cultivation. 
Thefe  bays  and  arms  abounded  with  a  greater 
number  of  falmon  and  fca  otters,  than  Mr.  John- 
ftone 
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(lone  had  obferved  on  any  other  part  of  the 
coaft  ;  and  as  they  were  found  in  the  greateft 
abundance  at  the  heads  of  thofe  places,  it  was 
inferred  that  falmon,  and  other  fmall  fifli,  form 
a  large  proportion  of  the  food  of  the  fea  otters, 
which  are  thus  induced  to  frequent  thefe  inland 
channels,  to  which  at  this  fealbn  of  the  year  fuch 
fifhes  refort. 

Mr.  Whidbey  in  his  obfervations  on  Admi- 
ralty iiland,  remarks,  that  notwithftanding  this 
ifland  feemed  to  be  compofed  of  a  rocky  fub- 
ftance  covered  with  little  foil,  and  that  chiefly 
confifting  of  vegetables  in  an  imperfedl  (late  of 
diflblution,  yet  like  the  peninfiila  juft  adverted 
to,  it  produced  timber,  which  he  conildered  as 
fuperior  to  any  he  had  before  noticed  on  this  fide 
of  America,  He  alfo  ftates,  that  in  his  two  laft 
excurfions  feveral  places  were  feen,  where  the 
ocean  was  evidently  incroaching  very  rapidly  on 
the  land,  and  that  the  low  borders  extending 
from  the  bafe  of  the  mountains  to  the  fea  fide, 
had,  at  no  very  remote  period  of  time,  produced 
tall  and  ftately  timber ;  as  many  of  their  dead 
trunks  were  found  {landing  eredl,  and  Hill  rooted 
faft  in  the  ground,  in  different  flages  of  decay  ; 
thofe  being  the  mod  perfect  that  had  been  the 
leall  fubjedl  to  the  influence  of  the  fait  water, 
by  which  they  were  furrounded  on  every  flood 
tide :  fuch  had  been  the  incroachmcnt  of  the 
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ocean  on  thefc  Ihores,  that  the  lliorter  ftumps 
in  fomc  inftances  at  low  water  mark,  were  even 
with,  or  below  the  furfuce  of  the  fca. 

This  fame  appearance  has  been  noticed  before 
in  port  Chalmers,  and  on  this  occafion  Mr. 
Whidbey  quotes  other  inftances  of  fmiilar  in- 
croachments  not  only  in  Prince  William's  found, 
but  alfo  in  Cook's  inlet ;  where  he  obfcrvcd 
fimilar  effects  on  the  fliores,  and  is  of  opinion 
from  thefe  evidences,  that  the  fliallow  banks 
occupying  fo  large  a  part  of  Gray's  harbour,  have 
recently  been  produced  by  the  operation  of  one 
and  the  fame  caufe :  and  it  is  not  icfs  reafonabic 
to  conclude,  that  the  waters  of  the  North  Pa- 
cific, have,  poflibly  for  ages,  had  a  general  ten- 
dency to  produce  the  fame  effed:,  on  all  the  coaft 
comprehended  within  the  limits  before  men- 
tioned. ..   ■/    ,  ,  t  , 

A  return  of  fair  and  clear  weather  on  the  1  8th 
enabled  them  to  fee  that  large  trad:  of  broken 
land  lying  between  Crofs  found  and  cape  Om- 
maney,  which  has  been  defcrlbed  as  having  a 
range  of  high  mountains  capped  with  fnovv  ex- 
tending through  it ;  but  from  thefe  ftill  con- 
tinuing to  have  the  appearance  of  being  difunited 
in  feveral  places,  it  tended  to  corroborate  our 
former  opinion  ;  and  although  as  before  we  had 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  afcertaining  the  fad, 
I  have  been  induced  to  confidci   the  country  as 
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being  divided  into  many  iflands,  and  have  for 
that  reafon  termed  it  an  archipelago.  The  ilrait 
that  feparates  this  land  from  the  eaftern  lliore, 
which  after  Lord  Chatham,  I  have  called  Chat- 
ham Strait,  Mr.  Whidbey  confiders  as  likely 
to  be  one  of  the  moft  profitable  places  for  pro- 
curing the  fkins  of  the  fea  otter,  on  the  whole 
coaft ;  not  only  from  the  abundance  obfervcd  in 
the  poiTeffion  of  the  natives,  but  from  the  im- 
menfe  number  of  thofe  animals,  feen  about  the 
fhores  in  all  directions.  Here  the  fea  otters  were 
in  fuch  plenty  that  it  was  cafily  in  the  power  of 
the  natives  to  procure  as  many  as  they  chofe  to 
be  at  the  trouble  of  taking.  I  was  alfo  given  to 
underftand  by  Mr.  Brown  of  the  Jackal,  who 
followed  us  through  thefe  regions,  that  the  fea 
otter's  fkins  which  he  procured  there  were  of  an 
extremely  fine  quality. 

The  principal  objed:  which  His  Majefty  ap- 
pears to  have  had  in  view,  in  direCling  the  un- 
dertaking of  this  voyage  having  at  length  been 
completed,  1  truft  the  precifion  with  which  the 
furvey  of  the  coaft  of  North  Weft  America  has 
been  carried  into  efFed:,  will  remove  every  doubt, 
and  fet  afide  every  opinion  of  a  nortli-weft  paf- 
fogCi  or  any  water  communication  navigable  for 
ihipping,  exiftlng  between  the  North  Pacific,  and 
the  interior  of  the  American  continent,  withirii 
the  limits  of  our  refearches.     The  difcovery  that 
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no  fuch  communication  does  exift  has  been  zea- 
loufly  purfued,  and  with  a  degree  of  minutenefs 
far  exceeding  the  letter  of  my  commiflion  or 
inftrudlions ;  in  this  refpedl  I  might  poffibly 
have  incurred  the  cenfure  of  difobedience,  had  I 
not  been  intrufted  with  the  moft  liberal,  difcrc- 
tionary  orders,  as  being  the  fitteft  and  moil  likely 
means  of  attaining  the  important  end  in  quef- 
tion.     , 

The  very  detached  and  broken  region  that  lies 
before  fo  large  a  portion  of  this  coaft,  rendered  a 
minute  examination  altogether  unavoidable  :  this 
had  frequently  the  good  effed;  of  facilitating  the 
labours  of  our  furvey,  by  its  leading  us  through 
narrow,  fhallow,  intricate  channels,  which  cut 
ofFextenfive  tradls  of  broken  land,  and  by  thus 
Ihewing  their  feparation  from  the  continent,  their 
further  examination  became  unimportant  to  the 
objeft  of  our  inquiry. 

For  this  reafon  I  have  confidcrcd  it  ciTential 
to  the  illuftration  of  our  furvey,  to  ftate  very 
cxa6lly  not  only  the  track  of  the  vefTcls  when 
navigating  thefe  regions,  but  likcwife  thofe  of 
the  boats  when  fo  employed,  as  well  when  I  was 
prefent  myfelf,  as  when  they  were  conduced  by 
Mr.  Whidbey  or  Mr.  Johnftonc,  on  whom  the 
execution  of  that  laborious  and  dangerous  fcrvice 
principally  fell,  and  to  whom  I  feel  myfelf  in- 
debted for  the  zeal  with  which  they  engaged  in 

it 
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it  on  all  occafions.  The  pcrufal  of  thcfc  parts  of 
our  voyage  to  perfons  not  particularly  intcrdtcd, 
I  am  conicious  will  afford  but  little  entertain- 
ment ;  yet  I  have  been  induced  to  give  a  detailed 
account,  inftead  of  an  abftrad:,  of  our  proceed- 
ings, for  the  purpofc  of  illuftrating  the  charts 
accompanying  this  journal ;  of  Ihewing  the 
manner  m  v''  h  our  time  day  by  day  had  been 
employ-,  ;  an.  .  for  the  additi«.  Ui  purpofe,  of 
making  the  hii1:ory  of  our  tranfadions  on  the 
north- weft  coaft  of  America,  as  conclitjive  as  pof- 
Jible,  againft  all  fpeculative  opinions  rcfpeding 
the  exiftence  of  a  hyperborean  or  mediterranean 
ocean  within  the  limits  of  our  furvey. 

I  fliall  now  conclude  the  account  of  our  tranf- 
adions  at  this  place  by  the  infertion  of  fuch 
aftronomical  and  nautical  obfcrvations  as  were 
made  during  the  time  wx  palled  at  this  ftation. 

On  the  ud  of  Auguft  in  port  Conclufion  the 
chronometers  fliew  the  follow  ing  longitudes,  viz. 
Arnold's  No.  14,  225"  3/';  Arnold's  No.  i;(5, 
225"  38';  and  Kendall's,  2  25"  3-l'  3o";  the  true 
longitude  being  225"  3/'  3o'',  it  appeared  that 
y\rnold's  No.  14  was  3o'  to  the  weftward,  Ar- 
nold's No.  l/G,  3o'  to  the  eaftward,  and  Ken- 
dall's 2'  3o"  to  the  weftward  of  the  true  lon- 


jrltude. 


By  eighteen  fets  of  obfcrvations  taken  between 
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artificial  horizon,  Arnold's  No.  1  1  was  found  to 

be  faft  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  at  noon  on 

the  1 8th  of  Au2:uft  —         4''  38'  1 3"  30 '' 

And  to  be  gaining  on  mean 

time  per  day  at  the  rate  of, 

Arnold's  No.  1 76,  faft  of  meantime 

at  Greenwich  on  ditto  10 

And  gaining  per  day  at  the  rate 

of,         —  - 

Kendall's  faft  of  mean  time  at 

Greenwich  on  ditto 

And  gaining  per  day  at  the  rate 

of,  —  — 

The  mean  variation  by  two 
cOmpaiTes  and  eighteen  fets  of  ob- 
iervations,  differing  from  24"  9' 
to  27°  10',  was  —  25"  30' 

The  latitude  of  the  place  of 
obfervation  by  four  meridional  al- 
titudes, taken  on  (liore  with  the 
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BOOK  THE  SIXTH. 

PASSAGE  TO  THE  SOUTHWARD  ALONG  THE  WESTER^ 
COAST  OP  AMERICA;  DOUBLE  CAPE  HORN;  TOUCH 
AT  ST.  HELENA;    ARRIVE  IN  ENGLAND. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Depart  from  Port  Conchfton— Arrival  at  Nootla— 

TranfaSikns  there— Viftt  Maquinna  at    Tali" 

JJic'is — AJlronomtcal  Ohfervations  for  corre^hig 

the   Survey  between  Cape  Douglas  and  Cape 

Decifion. 

nPHE  preparations  that  had  been  made  for 
-■-  our  departing  immediately  on  the  return 
of  the  boats,  proved  of  little  importance,  as  the 
S.  E.  gale  which  commenced  on  the  day  of  their 
arrival,  continued  with  little  variation  to  blow 
very  violently  from  the  diredion  in  which  I  pur- 
pofcd  to  ftccr,  attended  with  very  heavy  rain, 
and  thick  foggy  weather  until  Friday  the  2 2d 
in  the  evening,  when  the  atmofphere  became 
fomewhat  clearer,  and  the  wind  more  moderate. 
Although  it  continued  to  be  contrary  to  our 
purfuit,  yet  being  completely  tired  of  remaining 
in  this  inadive  folitary  ntuation,  I  determined  to 
put  to  fca,  and  with  the  Chatham  departed  from 
port  Conclufion.     Wc  plied  towards  the  ocean. 

•  but 
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but  made  little  progrefs,  as  we  were  flill  attended 
by  adverfe  winds  and  thick  foggy  weather. 

It  was  not  until  the  morning  of  Sunday  the 

24th  that  we  reached   the  open  ocean,  in  ac- 

complifliing  of  which,  we   were  in  imminent 

danger  of  lofmg  the  veflels  about  twelve  o'clock 

the  preceding  night,  by  being  driven  on  cape 

Ommaney.     The  faint  variable  winds,  and  the 

great  irregularity  of  the  tides,  fat  us  fo  near  to 

that  promontory,   and  the  rock  that  lies  near  it, 

that  it  required  our  utmofl:  efforts  in  toAving  to 

keep  the  veflels  off  from  the  land,  and  confe- 

(juently  from  the  inevitable  deftrudlion  that  muft 

have  followed.     A  very  heavy  weftern  fvvell  at 

this  time  broke  with  great  fury  not  half  a  mile 

from  us ;  and  as  no  anchorage,  or  even  bottom 

could  be  found,  our  fituation  for  fome  time  was 

moft  ferioully  alarming  ;  from  which  however, 

we   were   moft   providentially  extricated,   by  a 

gentle  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  N.  W.  when 

in  the  moft  perilous  and  critical  ftate  that  can  be 

imagined. 

This  breeze  by  two  in  the  morning,  enabled 
us  to  gain  a  fufficient  diftance  from  the  fhore,  to 
allow  the  boats,  which  had  been  employed  in 
towing  the  fliip  from  the  rocks,  to  be  taken  on 
board.  In  the  execution  of  this  bufmefs  we  had 
the  misfortune  of  lofing  Ifaac  Wooden,  one  of 
the  cutter's  crew,  whq  unfortunately  fell  over- 
board ; 
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board  ;  and  although  a  boat  was  inftantly  fent  to 
his  afliftance,  yet  as  he  was  no  fvvimmer,  and  as 
in  falling  he  unluckily  (truck  his  head  againll: 
the  boat's  gunwale,  he  funk  fo  immediately  that 
no  help  could  be  afforded  him.  This  poor  fel- 
low had  aQiftcd  in  mofl  of  the  boat  excurfions, 
was  highly  regarded  by  his  comrades,  and  much 
regretted  by  his  officers ;  in  iliort,  he  was  a  good 
man,  and  an  a<5live  failor  ;  and  to  commemorate 
his  unexpedcd  and  melancholy  fate,  I  named  the 
rock  which  lies  off  cape  Ommaney,  WooDF.:i's 
Rock. 

At  day-light  we  had  a  frcfli   gale  from  the 
N.  W.  and  having  now  finally  accomplifhcd  fo 
much  of  my  commiflion,  as  appertained  to  the 
difcovery  of  any  navigable   water  communica- 
tion, from  the  North  Pacific  into  the  interior  of 
the  American  continent,  my  attention  became 
directed  to  the  adjullment  of  thofe  differences 
that  had  arifcn  in  my  negociation  with  Sen"^- 
Quadra  as  to  the  cefTion  of  Nootka  ;   under  the 
idea  that  a  fufficient  time  had  now  elapfed,  fmce 
the  departure  of  Lieutenant  Eroughton,  for  the 
arrival  of  the  neceffary  inftrudlions  at  that  place, 
by  which  1  might  be  enabled  to  regulate  my 
future  condud:,  with  rcfpedl  to  the  rellitution 
of  thofe  territories  to  the  dominion  of  our  Mofl 
Gracious  Sovereign. 
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In  this  cxpedation  our  courfe   was  dlret^cd 
/outh-eaftward    towards  Nootka,  pafTing  about 
three    leagues    to    the    vveftward    of  the   Hazy 
iflands  ;  thcfe  form  a  group  of  fmall  rocky  iflcts 
a  league  in  extent,  lying  S.  7  E.  at  the  diftancc 
of  It)  leagues  from  cape   Ommaney  ;    S.  02  W. 
from  cape  Dccifion;  and  three  leagues  well  from 
Coronation  ifland,  which  is  the  neareft  land  to 
them.     At  noon  the  fouthernmoft  land  in  fight, 
being  cape  de  St.  Bartolom,  forming  the  north 
point  of  entrance  into  Puerto  del  Baylio  Bucareli, 
and  difcovercd  by  Sen''  Quadra  in  17/5,  bore  by 
compafs  S.  87  E. ;   the  nearcft  fhorc  was  a  con- 
fpicuous  promontory,  which  I  diftinguiflicd  by 
the  name  of  Cape  Addington  after  the  fpcaker 
of  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  N.  73  E.,  dillant 
four  or  five  leagues ;  Warren's  ifland  in  the  en- 
trance  of  Clarence's   flrait,    N.  Q  E.  ;    mount 
Calder,N.  1  E.;  Coronation  ifland  from  N.  ISW. 
to  N.  30  W.  ;  and  cape  Ommaney,   N.  44  W. 
In  this  fituation   the  obferved  latitude  was  55* 
2Qi'',  and  the  longitude,  agreeably  to  the  pofition 
of  fcveral  confpicuous  ftations  as  fixed  by  former 
obiervations,  and  now  very  accurately  correfpond- 
ing,  was  found  to  be  225*^  58'  ;  but  by  the  chro- 
nometers, allowing  their  rate  and  error  as  afcer- 
talned  at  port  Conelufion,  the  longitude  was  by 
Kendall's  chronometer  226®  4',  by  Arnold's  No. 
14,  220''  3'  45'',  and  by  No.  17O,  220'^  15'  30'^; 

hence 
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hence  it  would  appear,  that  feme  alteration  in 
their  rate  of  going  had  taken  place  fincc  the  laft 
obfervations  were  made  in  port  Conclufion,  on 
the  evening  of  the  1  Gth  ;  and  particularly  in  No. 
17(3,  which  it  is  ncccflliry  to  remark,  had  been 
there  taken  on  Ihore  for  the  purpofc  of  obfer- 
vation. 

In  the  afternoon  wc  pafTcd  cape  del  St.  Bar- 
tolom,  which,  according  to  our  obfervations,  is 
fituated  in  latitude  55"  1  2i',  longitude  22(5"  34'. 
From  this  cape,  in  a  diredion  S.  21  E.  at  tl  v^ 
diftance  of  1 4  miles,  and  1 2  miles  from  the 
iiearefl  part  of  the  contiguous  fiiorc,  lies  i-  very 
low  flat  rocky  iflet,  furrounded  by  rocks  and 
breakers,  that  extend  fomc  diftance  from  it ; 
from  thcfc  circumftanccs,  and  from  its  Icing  fo 
far  diftant  from  the  main  land,  it  is  rendered  one 
of  the  moft  dangerous  impediments  to  naviga- 
tion that  we  had  met  with  on  the  exterior  coaft; 
and  hence  it  obtained  the  name  of  the  Wolf 
Rock.  S.  1 1  W.  from  this  rock,  at  the  diftance 
of  three  leagues,  lies  a  fniall  high  ifland,  named 
by  Mr.  Dixon,  Forrefter's  Ifland  ;  between  thefe 
we  pafled,  and  fo  far  as  wc  t  rr'mc  acquainted 
with  the  channel,  it  appearcti  lo  be  clear  and 
free  from  interruption. 

After  pciTing  Forrefter's  ifland  (Monday  25) 
our  courfe  was  direded  towards  the  north- weft 
point  of  Queen  Charlotte's  iflands,  with  an  in- 
tention 
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tention  of  examining  their  exterior  coaft,  for  the 
purpofe  of  correcting  any  error  that  might  have 
occurred  in  our  former  furvcy ;  but  this  we  were 
unable  to  accomplifh,  on  account  of  the  thick 
hazy  or  foggy  weather  which  for  the  moft  part 
obfcurcd  the   land  from  our   view,    and    when 
vliiblc,  it  was  fcen  but  indiftindly.     This  wea- 
ther was  attended  by   calms,    or  light  variable 
winds,  fo  adverfe  to  our  purfuit,  that  it  was  not 
until  Monday  the    111  of  September,  that   we 
gained  fight  of  the  weflernmolt  of  Scot's  iflands. 
At  noon  this  iiland  bore  by  compafs  N.  8  E. 
and  our  obferved  latitude  being  50°  2l',  fliewed 
the  longitude  to  be  230°  35';  but  by  the  chro- 
nometers allov\  ing  the  rate  as  before  ftated,  Ken- 
dall's chronometer  gave  230°  40' 45";  Arnold's 
No.  l-i,  230°45'  45";  and  No.  176,  231°  0'  15". 
Now,  although  we  were  not  pofitively  certain  as 
to  the  identical  part  of  the  iiland  to  which  thefe 
calculations  applied,  (it  being  but  juft  vifible  in 
the  horizon)  yet,  concluding  the  longitude  as  had 
been  afccrtained  by  its  bearings,  and  the  ob- 
lerved  latitude  of  the  (hip  to  be  moft  correal ; 
the  former  opinion,  that  the  chronometers  had 
varied  fmce  our  laft  obfervations  by  them  in  port 
Conclufion,  was  now  very  much  ftrcngthened, 
as  w;  were  thoroughly  convinced  that  no  error, 
cither  in  making  the  prefent  or  any  of  the  former 
obrervatioiis,  had  taken  place ;  tL'i  moft  parti- 
cular 
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cular  care  and  attention  having  ever  been  ob- 
ferved  throughout  the  whole  voyage  on  all  fuch 
occaiions. 

The  wind  at  N.  W.  gradually  increafed  to  a 
gentle  gale,  accompanied  by  clear  and  pleafant 
weather,  which  brought  us  by  fix  in  the  evening 
of  the  following  day,  Tuefday  the  2d,  to  an  an- 
chor in  Friendly  cove,  Nootka  found  ;  here  we 
found  His  Catholic  Majefty's  armed  veflels  the 
Princifla,  Aranfafu,  and  the  St.  Carlos,  belonging 
to  the  cftablifhment  at  St.  Bias,  with  the  Phoe- 
nix bark,  commanded  by  Mr.  Hugh  Moor,  from 
Bengal ;  the  floop  Prince  le  Boo,  one  of  Mr. 
Brown's  fquadron,  commanded  by  Mr.  Gordon 
from  China,  who  had  been  employed  in  colleft- 
ing  furs  during  the  fummer  upon  this  coaft, 
moftly  to  the  northward  of  Nootka ;  befide 
thefe  Englifh  traders,  was  the  Wafliington,  J. 
Kendrick,  commander,  of  Bofton  in  America ; 
who  had  been  employed  in  the  fame  purfuit,  but 
whofc  vcflel  was  now  under  repair. 

The  Princifla  commanded  by  Sen^  Fidalgo 
had  arrived  from  St.  Bias  only  the  day  before, 
and  had  brought  hither  Brigadier  General  Don 
Jofc  Manuel  Alava,  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
Pucbla,  and  governor  of  Nootka. 

The  appointment  of  this  gentleman  as  gover- 
nor of  Nootka  had  taken  place  in  confequence 
of  the  death  of  our  highly  valuable  and  much 
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eftcemcd  friend  Sen'  Quadra,  who  in  the  month 
of  March  had  died  at  St.  Bias,  univerfally  la- 
mented. Having  endeavoured,  on  a  former 
occafion,  to  point  out  the  degree  of  admiration 
and  rcfpcd:  with  which  the  conduct  of  Sen*^ 
Quadra  towards  our  little  community  had  im- 
prcfibd  us  during  his  life,  I  cannot  refrain,  now 
that  he  is  no  more,  from  rendering  that  juftice 
to  his  memory  to  which  it  is  fo  amply  intitled, 
by  Hating,  that  the  unexped:ed  melancholy  event 
of  his  deceafc  operated  on  the  minds  of  us  all,  in 
a  way  more  cafily  to  be  imagined  than  defcribed ; 
and  whim  it  excited  our  moft  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments, it  produced  the  deepeft  regret  for  the 

'ft 

lofs  of  a  charadcr  fo  amiable,  and  fo  truly  orna- 
mental to  civil  fociety. 

The  Difcovery  having  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day  greatly  outfailed  the  Chatham,  the  latter  did 
not  arrive  until  after  dark ;  for  this  reafon,  our 
formal  vifit  to  the  go\crnor  was  deferred  until 
the  day  following.  Mr.  Puget  had  come  down 
the  coall  from  Woody  point,  much  nearer  to  the 
fliore  tlian  we  had  done  ;  and  from  him  I  learned 
that  between  the  entrance  of  the  found,  and  the 
breakers  which  arc  about  fevcn  or  eight  miles  to 
the  weftward  of  it,  he  had  met  with  much  fea- 
wecd  •  growing  about  two  miles  from  the  Ihore 
in  very  irregular  depths  of  water,  from  five  to 
ten  fathoms,  rocky  bottom,  until  within  about 
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two  miles  of  Friendly  cove,  when  the  fea-weed 
difappeared,  and  the  depth  of  water  greatly  in- 
creafed. 

On  Wednefday  morning  the  3d,  we  waited 
upon  the  governor,  who  ftill  refided  on  board  the 
Princifla,  where  we  were  received  by  him  and 
Sen""  Fidalgo  with  marks  of  the  moft  polite  and 
friendly  attention.  I  was  foon  given  to  under- 
ftand  by  Sen'  Alava,  that  his  appointment  to  this 
government  had  taken  place  as  above  ftated  for 
the  particular  purpofc  of  finiihing  the  pending 
negociation,  refpedling  the  ceffion  of  thefe  terri- 
tories; which,  in  confequence  of  the  different 
conftrudtion  put  on  the  firft  article  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  convention,  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  Odlober 
1 7go,  by  the  late  Sen*"  Quadra  and  myfelf,  had, 
fincc  the  month  of  September  1 7Q2,  been  intirely 
fufpendcd.  The  prefent  governor  however  was 
ftill  unprovided  with  the  credentials  neceflary  for 
finifliing  this  bufmefs;  but  on  his  departure  from 
St.  Bias  in  June>  thefe  documents  were  hourly 
expo  died,  and  a  veflel  was  waiting  there  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  be  difpatched  to  this  port,  provided 
they  arrived  in  time  for  her  reaching  Nootka  on 
or  before  the  15  th  of  October  ;  but  in  the  event 
of  her  not  being  able  to  efFedl  a  paflage  by  that 
time,  (he  was  to  repair  to  Monterrey.  In  confe- 
quence of  this  arrangement  Sen"^  Alava  purpofed 
to  remain  here  until  that  period  fliould  arrive ; 
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and  as  no  communication  from  England,  either 
of  a  public  or  private  nature,  had  yet  reached  me, 
I  confidcrcd  it  to  be  highly  probable,  that  a  du- 
plicate of  my  inftru^lions  for  the  like  purpofc 

might  be  tranfmittcd  by  the  fame  conveyance. 

Under  this  impreflion,  and  the  confideration 
of  many  other  circumftances  relative  to  the  fitua- 
tion  of  both  vcflels,  I  thought  it  moft  advifeabla 
to  determine  on  remaining  till  that  period  with 
Sen""  Alava ;  indeed  it  was  not  very  likely,  from 
the  various  important  duties  we  had  now  to  exe- 
cute, with  the  inadequate  means  we  poflefled  for 
doing  fo,  that  we  fhould  be  enabled  to  proceed 
much  before  that  time.  Our  ftore  of  cordage 
was  completely  exhaufted,  nor  had  we  a  fathom 
of  rope  but  what  was  then  in  ufe ;  the  whole  of  it 
\»  as  much  worn,  and  had  been  fpliccd  in  fevcral 
places,  and  therefore  it  became  neceflary  to  con- 
trive fome  means  for  procuring  a  fupply  before 
we  could  venture  to  fea  again.  The  quantity 
which  our  Spanifh  friends,  or  the  trading  veffels 
in  this  port,  were  likely  to  "iFord  us,  was  very 
inadequate  to  our  neceffities,  which  obliged  us  to 
rcf<3rt  to  the  expedient  of  converting  fome  of  our 
cables  into  cordage.  This  would  necelTarily 
prove  a  tedious  bufmefs,  efpecially  as  we  had  to 
conftrud:  a  machine  for  that  purpofe.  The 
Chatham  was  not  only  in  a  fimilar  predicament 
with  refped  to  cordage,  but  flie  required  caulk- 
ing. 
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ing,  and  immediate  repair  in  feme  of  her  plank, 
that  was  found  to  be  rotten.  Both  vcflcls  de- 
manded many  fpars  to  be  cut  and  prepared;  the 
fails  and  cafks  flood  in  need  of  great  repair ;  and 
it  had  become  eiTcntially  important,  that  the  ob- 
fervatory  ihould  be  erected  on  fhore,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  afcertaining  more  pofitively  the  rate  and 
error  of  our  chronometers,  in  order  to  corred:  our 
furvey  from  cape  Douglas  to  cape  Decilion';  for 
notwithftanding  that  I  had  little  doubt  in  my 
own  mind  of  the  mode  that  had  been  purfued, 
yet  I  was  fenfible  that  correfponding  obferva- 
tions  at  this  place  would  be  very  fatisfadlory. 

With  thefe  objeds  in  contemplation,  our  time 
was  not  likely  to  be  unprofitably  employed ;  and 
although  I  would  gladly  have  poftponed  the  exe- 
cution of  thefe  feveral  talks  until  our  arrival  in 
a  more  fouthern  clime,  where  we  had  reafon  to 
believe  the  weather  would  be  more  favorable  to 
our  wiihes,  and  where  the  necciTary  refrefhments 
of  which  we  all  ftood  fo  much  in  need,  might 
have  been  procured  in  great  abundance ;  yet  it 
would  have  been  highly  indifcreet,  and  extremely- 
dangerous,  for  the  veffels  to  have  put  to  fea  again, 
until  a  fupply  of  cordage  could  be  provided.  In 
addition  to  this,  other  circumftances  feemed  to 
demand,  that  I  lliould  remain  within  the  reach 
of  any  difpatches  that  might  have  been  forwarded 
through  New  Spain  ;  which  could  only  be  done 
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by  ftaying  here,  or  reforting  to  fome  of  the  fouth- 
ern  Spanifli  fettlements,  where  we  fhould  lofe 
the  advantage  of  procuring  the  fpars  and  plank 
which  were  now  required ;  and  as  moft  of  our 
bufinefs  muft  have  been  ill  executed  on  board 
the  veflels,  I  felt  little  encouragement,  when  I 
refleded  on  the  treatment  we  had  experienced 
the  preceding  year  from  the  adling  governor  of 
California,  to  exped:  being  indulged  with  per- 
miffion  for  performing  it  on  fhore,  in  any  of  the 
pdrts  under  his  jurifdidlion. 

Thefe  weighty  confiderations  induced  me  to 
refolve  on  continuing  at  Nootka  until  all  our  im- 
portant operations  were  completed ;  and  if  in  the 
mean  time  I  Ihould  receive  any  inftrudions  for 
the  government  of  my  condud,  as  to  the  refti- 
tution  of  thefe  territories,  by  the  expeded  Spanifh 
packet,  or  by  any  other  conveyance,  I  fhould  be 
upon  the  fpot  to  ad  with  Sen''  Alava  as  the  nature 
of  my  orders  might  require. 

I  took  an  early  opportunity  of  reprefenting  to 
Sen'  Alaya  our  ncceffitpus  condition,  and  re- 
quefled  his  permiflion  to  ered  pur  obfervatory 
and  tents  on  ihore.  To  thi$  requeft  he  gave  his 
moil  hearty  concurrence,  and  fcemcd  very  earr 
neftly  to  regret,  that  the  ftate  of  their  eftablilh- 
ment  precluded  him  from  adininiftering  tp  pur 
wants  in  thpt  effedual  manner,  to  which  be  was 
prompted  b)  his  inclinations. 
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Sen'  Saavadra,  who  had  remained  in  charge  of 
Nootkaiincc  our  former  vifit,  joined  our  party  on 
board  the  PrinciiTa,  where  the  day  paffed  in  mak- 
ing inquiries  about  the  civilized  world,  and  in 
deploring  the  turbulent  and  unhappy  ftate  of  Eu- 
rope. The  melancholy  circumftances  that  had 
been  detailed  by  Mr.  Brown,  were  now  con- 
firmed by  thefc  gentlemen  to  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1793  ;  and  we  became  much  concerned  by 
the  events  that  had  happened,  and  alarmed  at  the 
fatal  confequenccs  which  it  was  natural  to  fup-» 
pofe  they  mufl  produce.  -    .    . :. 

The  weather  was  gloomy  with  continual  rain, 
but  it  did  not  prevent  Maqu'mna  and  Clewpaneloo, 
with  fome  other  chiefs,  and  a  few  of  the  natives, 
from  vifiting  the  veiTels.  The  two  former  re- 
ceived fuch  compliments  as  were  fuitable  to  their 
rank,  with  which  they  were  highly  fatisfied ;  and 
the  latter  difpofcd  of  a  fcanty  fupply  of  fifti  at  a 
very  exorbitant  price.  Fifli  had  become  of  great 
value  amongft  thefe  people,  as,  either  from  the 
badnefs  of  the  feafon  during  the  preceding  fum- 
mer,  or  from  their  negle(^t  and  inattention  in 
providing  their  ufual  fupply  for  the  winter,  they 
had  experienced  the  greateft  diftrefs  for  want  of 
provifions  during  that  period ;  and  had  not  Sen" 
Saavadra  adminiftered  to  their  relief,  many  of 
them  would  probably  have  f^.Uen  a  facrificc  to 
the  fcarcity.     And  although  the  provident  care 
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he  had  taken  was  inadequate  to  all  that  was  de- 
manded of  li'im,  yet  the  affiftance  he  had.  been 
able  to  afford  them,  was,  much  to  the  credit  of 
the  natives,  acknowledged  by  them  with  the 
moft  grateful  expreflions. 

The  governor,  Sen"  Fidalgo,  Saavadra,  and 
fome  others  of  the  Spanifh  officers,  honored  us 
with  a  return  of  our  vifit  on  Thurfday  morning 
the  4th. ;  but  in  confequence  of  our  reduced  ftock 
pf  powder,  I  was  under  the  neceflity  of  declining 
the  ufual  ceremony  of  fainting,  which  was  very 
politely  excufed  and  difpenfed  with  by  the  whole 
party. 

The  weather  continued  very  rainy  and  un- 
pleafant  until  Saturday  morning  the  6th,  when 
the  clouds  difpcrfed  with  a  breeze  from  the  weft- 
w^ard,  and  the  weather  became  clear  and  agree- 
able. The  tents,  obfervatory,  and  inftruments, 
were  now  fet  on  fliore;  the  fails  dried  and  un- 
bent, and  our  various  fervices  were  put  in  a  train 
for  execution,  in  which  we  were  affiftcd  by  fome 
Spanifh  caulkers  and  carpenters,  who  were  em- 
ployed on  board  the  Chatham;  and  on  Monday 
following,  the  8th,  having  conftru6led  a  machine, 
we  began  making  rope  from  the  materials  of  a 
new  bower  cable. 

Whilft  the  wind  continued  in  the  weftern 
quarter,  it  regularly  died  away  every  evening  ; 
and  though  the  night  light  airs  prevailed  from 

the 
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the  land,  which  were  fucceeded  by  the  refrefhlng 
wefterly  breeze  from  the  fea  in  the  day  time, 
accompanied  by  cheerful  plcafant  weather ; 
which,  with  the  advantage  of  the  fociety  we  here 
met,  made  our  time  pafs  as  agreeably  as  could 
well  be  expcded  in  thefe  rude  and  diftant  re- 
gions. 

On  Wednefday  the  10th  the  wind  again  blew 
frcfli  from  the  S.  E.  and  exhibited  another  of 
the  very  rare  inftances  of  lightning  and  thunder 
in  this  country,  which  with  torrents  of  rain  con- 
tinued moft  of  the  night. 

The  wind  returned  again  to  the  weftward  on 
Thurfday  evening  the  nth,  and  brought  with 
it  fair  and  pleafant  weather ;  with  which  the 
Aranfafu  failed  for  St.  Bias,  and  through  Sen' 
Alava's  civility,  I  tranfmitted  by  this  opportu- 
nity a  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  Hating  our  having 
accomplilhed  the  furvey  of  North  Weft  Ame- 
rica, and  the  expe<flation  I  was  in  of  receiving 
their  final  inftruAions  for  the  accompli fhment  of 
the  other  objeds  of  my  commiffion.   ! 

Both  wind  and  weather,  as  might  reafbnably 
be  expedled  on  the  approach  of  the  autumnal 
equinox,  became  now  very  changeable ;  on  the 
13  th  the  atmofphere  was  dark  and  gloomy,  with 
drifting  fliowers ;  and  the  wind  from  the  S.  E., 
which  in  the  afternoon  fuddenly  fhifted  to  the 
N.  E.,  blew  in  heavy  fqualls,  accompanied  by  a 
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very  heavy  fall  of  rain.  Notuithftanding  that  the 
■wind  came  diredly  from  the  land,  yet  towards 
midnight,  when  the  gale  feemcd  to  be  at  its 
height,  an  extremely  heavy  fwell  rolled  in  from 
the  ocean,  and  broke  with  great  fury  on  the 
fhores  of  the  found  that  were  cxpolcd  to  its  in- 
fluence ;  and  even  thofc  of  this  little  cove  were 
by  the  furge  greatly  annoyed.  This  kind  of  wea- 
ther continued  until  Wednefday  the  1 7th,  and 
much  retarded  our  feveral  works,  which  could 
not  yet  be  confidered  as  in  any  Hate  of  forward- 
nefs.  The  violence  of  the  cquinod:ial  gales  from 
this  time  feemed  to  have  abated,  and  a  ferics  of 
fair  weather,  with  regular  land  and  fca  breezes, 
enabled  our  people  to  make  all  the  progrcfs  that 
the  tedious  nature  of  their  feveral  labours  would 
permit.  .     a  . 

Since  our  arrival  we  had  occafionally  been  vi- 
iitcd  by  Maquiuna,  Clewpaneloo,  with  fomc  of 
the  inferior  chiefs,  a  id  many  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  fold  us  a  few  fifli,  and  brought  to  market 
fome  venifon ;  but  moft  of  thefe  people  had  now 
retired  to  their  winter  habitations  up  the  found, 
Thefe  Sen'  Alava  exprefled  a  defire  to  vilit,  and 
as  we  all  knew  that  fuch  an  excurfion  would  be 
highly  flattering  to  Maqmnna,  and  to  the  other 
chiefs  and  people,  a  party  was  formed  with  three 
of  our  boats,  and  a  Spanifli  launch  to  carry  the 
luggage.     Notwithftanding  that  we  were  well 
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perfuaded  of  the  friendly  difpofition  of  the  na- 
tives, yet  I  confidcred  it  necclfary  that  the  boats 
Hiould  be  equipped  for  defence,  as  on  all  other 
fuch  occafions.  The  fl^ttled  ftate  of  the  wea- 
ther had  nov  not  only  favored  and  forwarded  all 
our  tranfa^tions,  but  was  extremely  inviting  to 
the  relaxation  we  had  in  view. 

Sen''  Alava  and  Fidalgo,  with  Mr.  Menzies, 
accompanied  me  in  the  Difcc  ery's  yawl ;  Mr. 
Puget,  attended  by  fomc  of  the  officers  of  the 
Chatham,  was  in  the  cutter ;  Lieutenant  Swainc, 
with  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Difcovcry, 
were  in  our  large  cutter  ;  and  with  thofe  in  the 
Spanlili  launch,  our  party  confided  of  fifty-fix 
officers  and  men.  No  doubt  was  entertained 
that  Maquinna,  who  had  been  informed  of  the 
honor  intended  him,  would  be  in  readinefs  to 
receive  us,  ind  for  this  reafon  our  courfe  was  lirfl: 
directed  towards  Tahfheis,  the  place  of  his  reft- 
de.nce.  But  as  we  were  not  much  affifted  by 
the  wind,  it  was  near  fun-fet  before  we  arrived 
at  a  very  pleafant  fpot  not  far  from  Maquinna  s 
village,  where  we  pitched  our  tents ;  and  as  the 
day  was  too  far  advanced,  our  ceremonial  vi(it 
was  deferred  until  the  next  day,  and  a  meflagc 
to  that  effect  was  fcnt  by  Qlcr-xpandoo ^  who  had 
attended  us  from  the  Ihips.  But  Maqu'mna, 
who  vv'ith  his  people  was  in  readinefs  to  receive 
us,  uiftantly  difpatched  a  meflenger,  requefting 
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that  wc  would  repair  to  his  rcfjdcnce  tlr;v  rven- 
ing.  This  hcvvcvcr  wc  thought  propci  ^>  i!..- 
chne,  but  in  order  that  Miiquhiiia  might  l)C  Sa- 
tisfied of  our  intentions  to  vifit  him  in  the  morn- 
ing, fome  of  the  gentlemen  walked  to  the  vil- 
lage, and  explained  to  him,  that  it  was  the  late- 
ncfs  of  the  hour  only  that  prevented  our  then 
complying  with  his  requeft. 

Matters  being  comfortably  arranged  for  the 
night,  centinels  were  planted,  as  well  to  avoid 
any  furprize  from  the  natives,  as  to  prevent  our 
own  people  from  ftraying  to  their  habitations, 
from  whence  difputcs  or  mifunderftandings  might 
have  arifcn ;  llrict  orders  were  iiTued  to  this 
effect,  and  being  uniformly  adhered  to,  the  night 
paffed  without  the  leaft  interruption. 

After  break  fail;  on  Friday  morning  the  2(Jth, 
we  proceeded  with  the  four  boats  to  Tahfheis, 
and  were  welcomed  on  our  approach  to  the  fliorc 
by  a  vociferous  old  man,  exclaiming  "  Waiojliy 
Wacojh ;"  by  which  he  meant  to  exprefs  friend- 
Ihip,  and  the  good  intentions  of  the  natives  to- 
wards us.  Thcfc  fentiments  being  returned  in 
a  fimilar  manner  by  our  party,  we  landed,  and 
were  received  by  Maquhina  and  two  of  his  bro- 
thers, Whaclajfe  pultz,  and  TatoochfeatticuSy  \\\th. 
repeated  exprcffions  of  *'  Wacojli^'  until  wc  were 
almoft  flunucd  with  their  gratulations.  This 
ceremony 
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through  the  village  to  Miqiunnas  habluiion, 
where  we  were  led  to  feats  prepared  and  covered 
with  clean  mats  at  the  upper  end  of  the  houfc. 

Having  taken  ow  feats,  about  thirty  men  be- 
gan each  to  beat  with  a  ftick  on  a  hollow  board, 
in  order  to  alfemble  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lage to  that  fpot ;  this  fummons  being  readily 
obeyed,  Maqnhma  informed  the  alfcmbled  crowd 
with  great  earneftnefs,  and  in  a  fpeech  of  fome 
length,  that  our  vifit  was  to  be  confidercd  as 
a  great  honor  done  to  him,  and  that  it  had 
taken  place  in  confequcncc  of  the  civil  and  or- 
derly behaviour  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
found  under  his  authority  towards  the  Englifii 
and  the  Spaniards.  This,  he  obferved,  was  not 
the  cafe  with  Wtcmianijliy  or  any  other  chief 
whofe  people  committed  ads  of  violence  and 
depredation  on  the  veficls  and  their  crews  that 
vifited  their  country ;  but  that  fuch  behaviour 
was  not  pradifcd  at  Nootka,  and  that  for  this 
reafon  they  had  been  more  frequently  vifited  : 
by  which  means,  their  wealth  in  copper,  cloth, 
and  various  other  articles  of  great  value  to  them, 
had  been  increafcd  far  exceeding  that  of  any  of 
their  neighbours.  He  particularly  mentioned 
fome  tribes,  but  by  appellations  we  were  not  ac- 
quainted with,  over  whom  he  feemed  to  con- 
iider  our  vifit  to  him  as  a  great  triumph  ;  and 
from  his  manner  of  fpeaking,  there  evidently  ap- 
peared 
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peared  to  exift  no  fmall  degree  of  jealoufy  be-* 
tween  them.  He  then  proceeded  to  enumerate 
the  various  good  qualities  that  marked  the  cha- 
rader  of  thr3  Spaniards  and  the  Englifli;  that 
both  were  ftrongly  attached  to  himfelf  and  his 
people,  and  that  he  hoped  that  we  fliould  be 
liiuch  picafcd  by  being  entertained  according  to 
their  manner  of  receiving  viiitors. 

The  performers  I  believe  were  all  in  readinefs 
without,  and  anxious  to  begin  their  oart ;  for 
the   inftant  Maqtimna  had  ceafcd   fpeaking,  th« 
hollow  board  mufic  recommenced,  and  a  man 
entered  the  houfe  moll  fantaftically  drefled  in  a 
war  garment,  which  reached  to  the  calves  of  his 
legs,  but  not  below  them ;  this  was  vafiouily 
ornamented,  as  was  alfo  his  face  with  black  anJ 
red  paint,  fo  that  his  features  appeared  to  be 
moft  extravagantly  diftorted,  or,  more  properly 
fpeaking,  they  were  fcarccly  diftinguilhable ;  his 
hair  was  powdered,   or   rather  intirely   covered 
with   the  moft  delicate  white  down  of  young 
fca  fowl,  and  in  his  hand  he  bore  a  muiket  with 
a  fixed  bayonet,  making  altogether  a  moft  fa- 
vagc,  though   at   the   fame  time  a    whimfical 
figure  ;  this  rran  was  followed  by  about  twenty 
iHore,  decorated  with  confidcrable  variety  after 
tWU  fame  fafhion,  but  differently  armed  ;  fome 
like  himfelf  with  mulkets,  others  with  piftols, 
fwords,  daggers,  fpcars,  bows,  arrows,  fifh  gigs, 
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and  hatchets,  feerrilngly  with  intent  to  difplay 
their  wealth  and  power,  by  an  exhibition  of  the 
ieveral  implements  they  poflefled,  as  well  for  the 
life  of  war,  as  for  obtaining  the  different  necef- 
farics  of  life. 

This  prcpoftcrous  group  of  figures  was  drawn 
up  before  us ;  and  notwithftanding  we  were  per- 
fectly fatisfied  of  the  harmlefs  and  peaceable  in- 
tentions of  thefe  people,  yet  I  believe  there  was 
not  one  of  our  party  intirely  free  from  thofe  fen- 
fations  which  will  naturally  arife  from  the  ilght 
of  fuch  unufual  objects ;  whofc  fuvage  and  bar- 
barous appearance,  v/as  not  a  little  augmented  by 
their  actions  and  vociferous  behaviour,  accom- 
panied by  an  exhibition,  that  confided  princi- 
pally of  jumping  in  a  very  peculiar  manner.  In 
this  effort  the  legs  did  not  fecm  to  partake  much 
of  the  exertion,  although  they  fometimes  railed 
themfelves  to  a  confiderablc  height ;  and  wc 
undcrftood  that  thofe  were  confidcred  to  be  the 
befl  performers,  who  kept  their  feet  conftantly 
parallel  to  each  other,  or  in  one  certain  pofition, 
with  the  lead  pofhble  inclination  of  the  knees. 
After  thefe  had  liniflicd  their  part,  Maqtnnna^tx- 
formed  a  malk  dance  by  himfelf,  in  which,  with 
great  addrefs,  he  frequently  and  almoff  imper- 
ceptibly changed  his  niaik  ;  this  fcemed  to  be  a 
very  favourite  amufemeut  of  his,  as  he  appeared 
to  be  in  high  fpiiits,  and  to  take  great  delight  in 
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performance.  The  mafks  he  had  made  noice 
of,  certainly  did  credit  to  his  imagination  in  point 
of  whimfical  efFcd  ;  his  drefs  was  different  from 
that  worn  by  any  of  the  other  performers,  con- 
fifting  of  a  cloak  and  a  kind  of  fliort  apron,  co- 
vered with  hollow  fliells,  and  fmall  pieces  of 
copper  fb  placed  as  to  ftrike  againft  each  other, 
and  to  produce  a  jingling  noife  ;  which,  being 
accompanied  by  the  mufic  before  defcribed  as  a 
fubftitute  for  a  drum,  R,nd  fome  vocal  exertions, 
produced  a  favagc  difcordant  noife,  as  ofFenfive  to 
the  car  as  the  former  exhibition  had  been  to  the 
eye.  But  as  the  objc6l  of  our  vifit  was  a  com- 
pliment to  Mnqiiinna,  a  previous  determination 
to  be  pleafed  infured  our  plaudits,  which  were 
bountifully  beftowcd,  and  received  with  great 
pleafure  and  fatIsfli(ltion  by  the  furrrounding  fpec- 
tators. 

A  paufe  now  took  place  in  the  entertainments, 
which  however  was  foon  filled  up,  to  the  great 
^ratification  of  our  hoil  and  his  friends.  The 
prefents  that  had  been  provided  for  the  occafion 
were  now  exhibited  to  public  view,  confiding  of 
copper,  blue  cloth,  blankets,  ear  lliells,  and  a 
variety  of  fmall  articles  of  lefs  value  ;  thefe  were 
fevcrally  didributcd  by  Sen'  Alava  and  myfelf  to 
Maquhina  and  his  relations,  according  to  the 
rank  and  confcquence  of  each  ;  in  thcfc  tokens 
of  our  friendflfip  we  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  our 
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liberal   donations    fbon   refounded  througb   the 
village,  and  the  glad  tidings  were  received  with 
loud  acclamations  of  applaufe.     On  thefe  fub- 
flding,  we  had  a  fecond  vocal  and  inftrumental 
performance,  which  concluded  by  a  return  fronl 
Maqiiinna  for  the  prefcnts  we  had  made.     In  this 
Maquinna  did  not  perfonally  appear ;   WhacIaJJh 
pitltz,  a(^ing  as  mafter  of  the  Ciiremonies,  firft 
addrcfled  Sen^  Alava  in  a  fliort  fpeech,  refpe(^- 
ing  the  friendfliip  that  had  fo  long  been  eftab- 
liflied  between  the  Spaniards,  and  the  tribes  un- 
der the  authority  of  M75'7/i««^,  who,  he  faid,  was 
highly  plcafed  by  the  trouble  he  had  taken  in 
paying  him  thisdiftant  vifit;  and  that,  as  a  pioof 
of  Maquinna  s  fmcerity,  he  was  then  about  to 
make  fome  return  for  the  repeated  inftanres  of 
friendfliip  he  had  experienced,  by  placing  a  fca 
otter  {kin  at  the  feet  of  Sen"^  Alava.     1  then  re- 
ceived a  fimilar  compliment,  as  did  Sen'   Fidalgo 
and  Mr.  Puget,  after  which  Sc,"-  Alava  and  my- 
fclf  were  each  prcfented  with  a  ilcond  fea  otter 
fkin,   which  concluded  the  ccremcnics  of  this 
vifit. 

The  day  'was  not  yet  far  ?.  da  need  ;  and  being 
fair  and  pleafant,  we  amufed  ourselves  in  ilrolling 
through  the  village ;  and  found  it,  although  ex- 
tcnfive,  far  from  bciitg  numcroufly  inhabited. 
This  was  accounted  for  by  MaqiAmm,  whc  ftated, 
that  many  families  wcic  ftill  abfeht,  not  Laving 

Vol.  VI.  G  yet 


^.>*l 


iiii 


i\M 


i 


\k 


\ 


f 


i'  1 


82  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [SEPT, 

yet  procured  their  ftock  of  provifions  for  the  en* 
fuing  winter  feafon;  at  which  time,  if  all  their 
habitations  are  fully  occupied,  its  population  can* 
not  be  much  lefs  than   eight   or  nine  hundred 
pcrfons.     Maquhmas    habitation  was  confider- 
ably  larger  than  any  of  the  others,   and  had  a 
v«;ry  fuperior  advantage  over  them  all  by  being 
lefs  filthy ;  it  was  at  prcfent  not  more  than  half 
occupied,  nor  was  it  intirely  covered  in,  though 
it  did  not  appear  to  have  been  recently  erected ; 
but  we  remained  ignorant  of  the  reafon  why  fo 
large  a  proportion  of  the  roof  remained  unfinifli- 
ed.     The    conftrudion  of  the  Nootka  houfes, 
efpecially  with  refped:  to  their  infide,   has  been 
fo  fully  treated  by  Captain  Cook,  as  to  preclude 
any  material  addition  from  my  pen ;  yet  it  is 
fingularly  remarkable,  (although  particularly  re- 
prefented  in  Mr.  Webber's  drawing  of  the  vil- 
lage in  friendly  Cove)  that  Captain  Cook  fliould 
not  have  taken  any  notice  whatever  in  his  journal, 
o{  the  immenfe  pieces  of  timber  which  are  raifcd, 
and  horizontally  placed  on  wooden  pilkirs,  about 
eighteen    inches  above   the  roof  of  the   largeft 
houfcs  in  that   v'Uage;  one  of  which  pieces  of 
timber  was  of  fize  fufficicnt  to  have  made  a  lower 
riiaft  for  a  third  rate  man  of  war.     Thcfe,  to- 
gether with  the  large  images,   were  at  that  time 
fuppofed  to  denote  the  habitation  of  the  chief, 
or  principal  perfon  of  the  tribe  ;  and  tlic  o|)lnlon 
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then  formed,  has  been  repeatedly  confirmed  by 
obfervations  made  during  this  voyage.  One  or 
more  houfcs  in  many  ot"  the  deferted  villages,  as 
well  as  in  moft  of  the  inhabited  ones  we  had 
vifited,  were  thus  diftinguifhed.  On  the  houfe 
of  Maquinna  were  three  of  thefe  immenfe  fpars  ; 
the  middle  piece  was  the  largeft,  and  meafured 
at  the  but- end  nearly  five  feet  in  diameter ;  this 
extended  the  whole  length  of  the  habitation, 
which  was  about  an  hundred  feet  long.  It  was 
placed  on  pillars  of  wood  ;  that  which  fupported 
it  within  the  upper  end  of  the  houfe  was  about 
fifteen  h^t  in  circumference,  and  on  it  was 
carved  one  of  their  diftorted  reprefentations  of  a 
gigantic  human  figure.  We  remained  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  intention  of.  or  the  pur- 
pofe  that  was  to  be  anfwered  by,  thcfe  fingular 
roof  trees  ;  but  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  they 
muft  be  dire6led  to  fome  important  objedl,  as  the 
raifing  of  fuch  immenfe  malfcs  of  timber  twelve 
or  fourteen  feet  from  the  ground,  and  placing 
them  firmly  on  tlie  pillars  by  which  they  are 
fupported,  muft,  to  a  people  fo  totally  devoid  of 
mechanical  powers,  be  a  moft  tedious  and  labo- 
rious operation. 

Our  curiofity  being  fatisficd,  and  our  pockets 
completely  emptied  by  th^  unremitting  folici- 
tations  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tahflicis,  of  the  llock 
of  trinkets  with  which  wc  had   been  provided, 
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we  proceeded  to  the  upper  end  of  the  arm,  w  hlch 
afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  explaining  to 
Sen'  Alava  the  manner,  in  which  the  numerous 
channels  and  branches  in  the  continent  he  had 
ieen  delineated  on  our  charts^  terminated ;  as  this 
ended  in  the  fame  way,  by  a  law  border  of  land 
in  the  front  of  a  valley,  through  which  fome 
fmall  dreams  of  water  were  difcharged  ;  but  the 
ac^acent  fliores  were  infinitely  lefs  high  than  we 
had  been  accuftomcd  to  obfcrvc  ;  where  having 
ftrolled  a  little  about  in  the  fkirts  of  the  woods, 
we  returned  to  our  encampment.  Here  we  found 
Maquinna  with  feveral  of  our  Tahflieian  friends,, 
who  were  very  folicitous  that  we  fliould  return 
and  partake  in  the  evening  of  an  entertainment 
fimilar  to  that  we  had  received  in  the  morning  5 
but  as  we  had  appointed  to  be  at  home  on  Sun- 
day morning,  and  had  promifed  a  vifit  to  our 
fncndCIewpa/ie/00  at  his  principal  rcfidence, called 
Mooetchee,  which  was  at  a  confiderable  diflance 
from  Tahflieis,  it  was  not  in  our  power  to  com- 
ply with  the  civil  foUcitations  of  Miiqu'Diiia  and 
his  fraternity. 

Wc  were  honqred  at  dinner  with  the  com- 
pany oi -Maquinna ,  moft  of  his  family,  and  many 
of  the  othc'  ch';  fs  ;  vho,  with  the  moll  un- 
equivocal affnrances  of  the  r  friendfhip,  and  with 
exprctHions  oi  the  great  pleaiiarc  they  liad  derived 
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from  our  vifit,  bad  us  farewell  after  dinner,  and 
we  departed.  i  -•  * 

As  "^I'joetchec  is  fituj^ted  near  tlie  upper  part 
of  tlic  next  branch  to  the  eaftward  of  Tahlheis 
clianncl,  our  route  was  dlre<5led  back  by  the  way 
we  had  come  ;  and  having  reached  in  the  even- 
ing the  dividing  point  of  thefc  two  arms  of  the 
(ca,  whicli  is  {ituatcd  about  N.  C  E.  iix  or  {even 
miles  from  Friendly  cove,  we  pitched  our  tents 
for  the  night,  in  order  to  have  the  day  before  us 
for  vifiting  CJt^^vpuneloOy  whofe  habitation  was 
about  fcvcn  or  eight  miles  from  us ;  towards 
which  place, after  break'faft,  on  Saturday  morning 
the  27th,  wc  proceeded  ;  and  as  our  vifit  was  not 
intended  to  be  a  very  long  one,  the  Spanifti 
launch  was  left  in  a  pleafant  fituation,  in  order 
to  pitch  the  encampment,  and  provide  a  dinner 
againfl  our  return  ;  by  which  means  our  journey 
to  the  fliip  the  next  day  would  be  materially' 
fhortcned.  Our  progrefs  was  not  very  rapid,  as 
both  wind,  and  the  ftream  which  I  believe  in 
general  runs  down,  were  advcrfe  to  our  purfuit.,, 
which  was  thr()u<z;h  a  redon  \o  wild  and  inhcV- 
pifable  in  its  appearance,  as  occafioncd  Scu** 
Alava  frequently  to  cxprcl's  IjIs  ail:oniflimenCi 
that  it  could  ever  have  been  an  objeet  of  con- 
tcnitnn  between  our  rcfpcOtivc  fovcrcigns.  The' 
Ihorcs  cither  coni^.itutcd  impenetrable  forcfts, 
produced   from   luc   fiifures  of  a  rugged   rocky 
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countr}',  or  were  formed  by  flupendous  barren 
precipices,  rifmg  perpendicularly  from  the  water 
to  an  immenfe  height ;  i'o  that,  excepting  the  ice 
and  catarads  to  which  we  had  been  accuftomed 
in  many  other  inftances.  Sen'  Alava  was  enabled 
from  this  (hort  excurfion  to  form  a  very  com- 
plete idea  of  the  general  charadler  ofthofe  coun- 
tries to  the  northward  of  this  ftation,  which  had 
fo  long  occupied  our  time  and  labour. 

It  was  nearly  three  in  the  afternoon  before  wc 
reached  the  village  of  Mooetchee,  which  con- 
fifted  of  a  few  houfes  huddled  together  in  a  cove, 
with  as  little  regularity  in  the  difpofal  of  them 
as  was  apparent  in  the  condud:  of  its  inhabitants, 
who  crowded  about  us,  and  produced  us  much 
inconvenience,  although  with  the  moft  inofFen- 
fivc  and  peaceable  dcfign.  Our  friend  Clewpa' 
neJoo,  though  their  chief,  feemed  not  to  poilefs 
fufficient  influence  to  reftrain  this  behaviour, 
even  within  his  own  habitation,  to  which  wc 
were  conduced  by  a  very  narrow  paifage  be- 
tween the  houfes;  the  filth  of  which,  and  the 
combination  of  fo  many  offenfivc  exhalations, 
rendered  it  highly  nccelTary  to  our  feelings,  that 
as  much  difpatch  as  poffiblc  fhould  be  ufcd  in 
the  diftribution  of  our  prefcnts,  which,  when 
efFedted,  would  leave  us  pcrfcdly  at  liberty  to 
depart,  without  giving  the  leail  offence  to  our 
hod  or  to  any  of  his  friends.     On  this  occafion, 

ceremonies 
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ceremonies  fimllar  to  thofe  pradlifed  at  Tahfliies 
were  here  <  bfervcd  ;  but  the  want  of  order  and 
decorum,  independently  of  the  difference  in  point 
of  numbers  between  Tahfhcis  and  Mooetchcc, 
evinced  the  fuperiority  of  Muqiihmas  authority, 
when  compared  with  that  of  the  neighbouring 
chiels;  amongft  whom  Clewpatieho  was  reputed  to 
be  one  of  the  firll  in  v/ealth  and  power;  and  I 
certainly  noticed  as  many  of  their  large  fquare 
boxes,  in  which  they  generally  keep  their  valu- 
ables, in  his  habitation,  as  I  had  done  in  almoft 
all  the  other  houfes  collectively  taken,  but  what 
they  contained  we  did  not  entirely  learn  ;  yet,  if 
credit  were  to  be  given  to  our  landlord,  they 
were  all  well  appropriated,  being,  according  to 
his  account,  filled  with  the  iTvins  of  the  Tea  otter, 
bear,  deer,  martin,  and  other  animals  of  the 
country,  or  with  copper,  iron,  cloth,  and  other 
European  commodities.  - 

Our  part  being  performed,  and  our  ftorc  of 
prefents  exhauilcd,  we  returned  to  our  boats,  ac- 
companied by  Clewpcnicloo,  who  made  v\l  in  re- 
turn prtfcuts  fimllar  to  thofe  we  had  received 
from  Mu^iu'uiiiii ;  to  which  he  added  one  infi- 
more  valuable  thai 
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11  the  rell.      This  was 


a  very  fine  buck,  j  nil  killed;  which  being  depo- 
fited  ill  our  boat,  we  took  leave  of  Mooetchee, 
amidft  reiterated  acclamations  of  **  WacoJIi,  Wa- 
4y//,"with  repeated  intrcaties  of  the  moft  friendly 
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nature  to  prolong  our  {lay;  but  as  the  day  was 
now  far  advanced^  no  time  was  loft  in  making 
the  beft  of  our  way  towards  the  ftation  wh  re 
the  Spaniih  launch  had  been  left ;  this  we  reach- 
ed in  the  evening,  and  found  every  thing  com-^ 
fortably  prepared  for  our  reception. 

As  we  bent  our  way  homewards  the   next 
mornii.  y  we  (lopped  at  an  anchoring  place  called 
by  the  natives  Mowenna,   in  great  repute  with 
the  traders  on  this  coaft,  and  particularly  fo  with 
the  Americans.     It  is  fituated  on   the  weftern 
fide  of  the  found,  between  four  and  five  miles 
to  the  northward  of  Friendly  cove,  over  which 
it  pofTefTes  (though  further  from  the  fea)  feveral 
advantages  in  point  of  fecurity  and  accommoda- 
tion.    The  land  in  its  neighbourhood  continues 
to  be   low   to  a   greater   diftance   than   about 
Friendly  co»v-e,  and  feems  to  be  compofed  of  lefs 
rocky  materials.     The  extent  of  this  harbour  is 
but   Imall,  l:iut  being  well    proteded  againft  all 
winds,  and  its  diflance  from  the  ocean  prevent- 
ing its  being  much  afFeded  by  the  fwcll,  feveral 
veffels  might  ride  here  in  perfed  fafety  ;  and  as 
it  has  a  fair   navigable  channel  out  of  it  in  a 
fouthcrly  diredlion,  vefTels  can   fail  out  of  this 
harbour  whenever  the  land  wind  prevails  to  pufh 
them  clear  of  the  found,  with  infinitely  more 
eafe  than  from  Friendly  cove ;    out  of  which, 
they  are  firft  obliged  to  warp  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance, 
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tance,  and  to  anchor  not  only  in  an  inconvenient 
depth  of  water,  but  on  an  uneven  rocky  bottom; 
in  addition  to  which,  in  the  event  of  the  wind 
fuddenly  letting  in  ftrong  from  the  fea,  their 
Situation  becomes  by  no  means  pleafant.  The 
departure  from  Friendly  coVe,  although  not  dif- 
ficult in  the  fummer  feafon,  yet  (as  I  have  been 
given  to  underftand)  is  fubje«5l  in  the  winter  to 
great,  and  indeed  dangerous,  inconvenience,  from 
the  heavy  fea  which  rolls  in  ftormy  weather  into 
the  found;  efpecially  dun  the  S.  E.  gales, 
againft  which,  from  its  vicL  j.  to  the  ocean,  it  is 
not  fuificiently  protected.  As  a  military  cftab- 
lifliment  however,  it  is  greatly  to  be  preferred  to 
Mowenna,  as  nothing  can  pafs  or  rcpafs  into  the 
found  unobferv'ed  at  Friendly  cove.      ,.. 

About  noon  we  arrived  on  board.  Nothing 
of  any  moment  had  occurred  during  our  ab- 
fcnce ;  the  weather,  which  had  been  favorable 
to  our  excurfion,  had  been  fo  llkewire  to  the  fe- 
veral  employments  of  re-equipment,  though  we 
had  yet  much  remaining  to  perform.  r  ■ 

Oil  Monday  afternoon  the  20th,  arrived  a  very 
fmall  Ihip  called  the  Jenny,  belonging  toBrilliol; 
the  fame  vciTcl  that  had  vifitcd  Nootka  in  Oc- 
tober, 1 702,  then  rigged  as  a  three- mailed  fchoo- 
ner,  and  commanded  by  Mr.  Baker,  who  had 
proceeded  in  her  to  England,  with  the  cargo  of 
furs  he  had  then  collected.  She  was  now  com- 
manded 
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manded  by  a  Mr.  John  Adamfbn,  who  had  re- 
turned with  her  from  England,  and  had  in  the 
courfe  of  the  preceding  fummer  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Queen  Charlotte's  lilands,  collc<5led  up- 
wards of  two  thoufand  Tea  otter  fkins,  with  which 
he  was  bound  to  the  Chinefe  market,  and  from 
Canton  was  to  be  employed  as  packet  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  He  brought 
us  the  agreeable  intelligence  of  having  met  Mr. 
Brown  in  the  Jackal  on  the  coaft,  in  the  latitude 
of  54",  for  whofe  fafety  we  had  entertained  fome 
apprchenfion ;  for  when  we  left  Mr.  Brown  in 
port  Althorp,  it  was  his  intention  to  proceed  to 
the  fouthward  through  the  inland  navigation, 
and  as  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  fliores  had  a<5led 
a  very  fufpicious  part  towards  Mr.  Whidbey,  we 
were  fearful  left  Mr.  Brown's  fmall  force  might 
not  have  been  equal  to  his  protecflion.    -     .•  • 

The  ferenity  of  the  weather  continued  to  favor 
our  operations  with  little  interruption.  The 
wind  blew  for  a  few  hours  on  the  afternoon  of 
Tuefday  the  30th,  from  the  S.  E.  attended  with 
rain ;  but  the  N.  W.  wind  again  prevailed,  and 
the  weather  became  fair  and  plcafant  the  next 
morning,  Wedncfday  the  ifl:  of  Gdobcr. 

On  the  day  following,  Thurul;iy  the  2nd,  1  was 
honored  with  the  company  of  the  Governor, 
Sen"  Fidalgo,  Saavadra,  and  modofthe  Spanifh 
oificcrs  to  dine  on  board  the  Difcovcry.     The 

very 
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very  cxhauflcd  (late  of  my  ftores,  and  ftock  of 
articles  neceflary  on  fuch  occafions,   had  pre- 
cluded my  receiving  this   plcafurc  fo  frequently 
as  I  could  have  wilhed.     "  »•       "   ......   ^  ..-* 

I  was  very  agreeably  furprizcd  by  receiving  a 
meiragefrom  the  governor  on  Saturday  the  4th, 
in  the  afternoon,   purporting  that  the  expe«fled 
Spanifli  packet  from  St.  Bias  was  in  the  offing ; 
thcfe  however  were  but  fhort-lived  hopes,  for  we 
no  fooner  had  rccourfe   to  our  glaiTes,  than  we 
became  of  opinion  that  the  vcfTel  in  qucftion  was 
the  Jackal.     But  as  the  wind  at  this  time  blew 
ftrong  from  the  S.  E.  attended  with  dark,  rainy, 
hazy  weather,  and  as  fhe  could  not  reach  the  port 
before  dark,  Ihe  ftood  to   fca  again ;  during  the 
night  the  S.  E.  gale  increafed  with  inccilant  rain, 
and  a  very  heavy  fwell  rolled  into  the  found;  the 
next  day,  Sunday  the  .5th,  the  weather  was  more 
moderate,  and  in  the  evening  the  Jackal  arrived. 
It  was  now  that  I  received   the  information  of 
Mr.  Brown's  having  paiTed  through   the  fhallow 
pafTagc  mentioned  in  Mr.  Whidbcy's  lail  furvey 
in  the  boats,  which  appertaining  immediately  to 
the   region   then  under  confidcration,  I  thought 
it   moil;  properly  introduced  in  the   narrative  of 
that  expedition.     Since  our  feparation  with  the 
Jackal,   Mr.  Brown  had  collected  upwards  of  a 
thoufand  prime  fca  otter  flcins,  and  feveral  of 
inferior  quality.     Moll:  of  thcfe   had  been  pro- 
cured 
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cured  from  thofe  people,  whofe  conduct  had  put 
on-fuch  a  fufpicious  appearance  in  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Whidbey  and  his  party,  in  his  way  from 
Crofs  found :  they  had  behaved  very  properly  to 
Mr.  Brown,  whofe  readinefs  to  enter  into  a  traf- 
fic with  them  might  probably  operate  in  gaining 
their  good  opinion ;  for  it  had  been  evident,  on 
many  occafions,  that  our  dlfinclination  to  a  com- 
mercial intercourfe  had  excited  the  difpleafure  of 
ieveral  tribes  we  had   met  with ;  this  opinion 
was  confirmed,  by  their  ufual  formalities  on  firft 
viiiting  the  vcfTelsi^  which   generally  concluded 
with  a  defirc  to  open  a  negociation  for  the  dif- 
pofal  of  their  njerchandlze.       ^  ''•   i-  ^^   /«    j"  ' 
As  the  month  of  October  advanced,  we  knew 
perfectly  well,  both  from  our  former  .ind  prefent 
experience,  that  the  fummer  fcafonof  this  country 
was  fall  drawing  to  a  conclufion,  and  as  mod  of 
our  material  bufmcfs  with  the  Ihore  was  now 
nearly  iinillied,  I  took  the  advantage  of  Monday, 
being  a  fair  day,  to  receive  on  board  the  obfer- 
vatory   inftruments  and  tents.     Our   fuel   and 
water   was   yet,  however,  to  complete,  which 
would  unavoidably  detain  us  three  or  four  days 
longer,  fo  that  waiting  the  ftipulated  time,  after 
which  the   Spanifli  packet  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, could  now  be  of  little  moment,  wh' n 
compared  to  the   importance  her  arrival  n.ight 
poilibly  be  of,  in  expediting  our  return  to  Eng- 
,)  -'J  land. 
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land.  This,  however  did  not  happen,  nor  did 
any  circuraftance  wx)rthy  of  notice  take  place 
during  this  anxious  interval.  At  midnight  on 
the  iCth  we  put  to  fea,  in  company  with  the 
Chatham.  The  Princiffa,  Captain  Fidalgo,  with 
Governor  Alava  on  board,  was  to  follow  us  the 
next  day.  Monterrey  was  appointed  as  the  next 
rendezvous,  where  thefe  officers  entertained  little 
doubt  of  bur  meeting  a  reception,  and  every  re- 
fpedl  fuitable  to  our  fituation  and  wiflies.  In 
this  opinion  I  was  induced  to  concur,  from  a  con- 
verfation  that  had  lately  pafled  between  Sen' 
Alava  and  myfelf,  when  I  became  acquainted  that 
the  reprefentation  I  had  made  to  Sen'  Quadra  of 
the  treatment  we  had  received  on  our  former 
vifit  to  New  Albion,  had  in  confequence  of  his 
deccafe  been  tranfmitted  to  the  viceroy  at  Mexi- 
co, whofc  very  humane  and  liberal  intentions 
towards  us,  had  no  doubt,  been  materially  raif- 
undcrftood  by  Sen'  Arrillago. 

Having  bad  farewell  to  Nootka,  and  made 
ilich  remarks  on  our  ordinal  v  tninfactions  there 
as  appeared  to  me  deferving  attention,  1  (hall 
now  proceed  to  ftate  the  refult  of  our  labours  at 
the  obfervatory,  and  flicw  from  what  authority  I 
deduced  the  longitude  of  the  various  ftations  in 
our  late  furvey,  which  in  many  indances  differs 
materially  from  the  longitude  alligncd  to  tLcm 
by   Captain  Cook.     I    have  already   ftatcd   my 
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reafons  for  fubfcrlbing  to  our  own  calculations  ill 
preference  to  thofe  made  by  Captain  Cook  ;  and 
muft  again  repeat,  that  I  have  prcfumed  lb  to 
do,  under  the  conviction  of  our  having  had  the 
means  of  being  accurate,  more  fully  in  our  power 
than  fell  to  the  lot  of  that  renowned  and  illuilri- 
cus  navigator.      ■.  iMrn  vfc"'' 'n,  r'^'u^l/I 

On  September  6th,  in  Nootka  found  the  chro- 
nometers  fhew  the   following   longitudes;  viz. 
Arnold's  No.  14,  232  >  32'  50";    Arnold's  No. 
176,  232"  32'  53".     The  true  longitude  being 
232°  31'  30",  it  appeared  that  Arnold's  No.  14, 
and  Kendall's,  were  each  of  them  1"  o'  4o",  and 
Arnold's  No.  176,  44'  25"  to  the  weftward   of  , 
the  true  longitude,    y  ::    I2:'  .y.,    .»,  n!i'>.'i     .> 
.   On  the  0th  of  0(flober  at  noon,  Arnold's  No. 
1 70  was  found  by  the  mean  of  twenty-nine  days 
equal  altitudes,  to  be  faft  of  mean  time  at  Green- 
wich -  -  -         10'^  49'  45"  56^''' 
And  to  be  gaining  on  mean 
time  per  day  at  the  rate  of, 
Arnold's  No.    M,    faft    of 
.  mean  time  on  the  fame  day,  4 

And  gaining  on  mean  time 
'    *^       per  day  at  the  rate  of, 
Kendall's,  faft  of  mean  time 
on  ditto,     -         -         -         9 

And  gaining  on  mean  time  ^,,  , 

per  day,  -  -  28    30 
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By  obfervations  taken  on  iliore  with  the  arti- 
ficial horizon,  between  the  0th  of  September  and 
1 1  th  of  Odober,  17Q4,  the  chronometers  were 
found  to  be  gaining  on  mean  time,  viz.  Arnold's 
No.  176,  41'/  ^oV'^\  Arnold's  No.  14,  23"  0"'  ; 
and  Kendall's,  28"  29'"  per  day;  by  which  it 
appeared,  that  when  opportunities  did  not  offer 
of  obtaining  equal  altitudes  for  afccrtaining  the 
rates  of  the  chronometers,  common  altitudes  if 
taken  w4th  care,  w^ould  anfwer  the  fame  pur- 
pofe;  this  is  exemplified  by  the  above  obferva- 
tions, as  the  difference  of  the  rate  between  two 
of  the  chronometers  was  only  one  fourth,  and 
that  of  the  other,  viz.  Arnold's  No.  1  ']^,  rather 
more  than  half  a  fecond,  which  is  accounted  for 
by  the  very  unequal  rate  in  general  of  that  chro- 
nometer.   '        '  .   . 

The  latitude,  longitude,  variation,  and  incli- 
nation of  the  magnetic  needle,  were  found  to  be 
the  fame  as  on  our  firft  vifit  to  this  place  in  the 
year  1792.  .  ,  .  •  . 
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Depart  from  Nootka  Sound-^V}oknt  StdrHt-^Ar- 

r'fvc  at  Monterrey — Receive  on  board  the  Deferteri 

from  the  Chatham  and  Dadalns — Excurjion  Into 

the  Country — Examine  a  *uery  remarkable  MonH" 

tain-^—AJironomical  and  Nautical  Obfervations. 

ALIGHT  breeze  itdm  the  land  favored  our 
progrefs  out  of  Nootka  found,  and  by  day- 
light on  Friday  the  1 7th,  we  w  ere  about  three 
leagues  from  the  land,  when  the  wind  fuddenly 
died  away,  and  was  fucceedcd  by  a  calm  with 
thick  hazy  weather  continuing  the  whole  of  the 
day,  and  giving  the  veflels  an  appearance  of  being 
ftationar)'  ;  the  depth  of  water  continued  to  be 
the  fume  from  noon  until  midnight,  "J 5  fathoms, 
muddy  bottom.     At  this  time  the  haze  was  fuc- 
ceedcd by  a  very  thick  fog,  without  the  lead 
breeze  of  wind ;  and  although  by  the  depth  in- 
creafmg  we  imagined  that  we  were  proceeding 
from  the  coaft,  yet  our  motion  was  fo  flow,  that 
by  fix  in  the  evening  of  Saturday  the  1 8th,  wc 
were  ftill  in  foundings  at  the  depth  of  100  fa- 
thoms, muddy  bottom,  and  by  the  lead  when  on 
the  ground,  the  vcflel  fccmcd  to  lie  as  if  at  anchor. 
'  This 
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This  obfcurity  in  the  atmofphere  had  prevented 
our  feeing  the  Chatham  fmcc  the  preceding 
evening,  but  the  fcrenity  of  the  weather,  and  the 
apparent  ftationary  fituation  of  the  Difcovery, 
made  me  conclude  that  fhe  could  not  be  far  off. 
Our  powder  being  much  exhaufted,  the  fog  fignal 
had  not  been  made ;  but  in  order  to  afcertain 
the  fa6t,  a  gun  was  now  fired,  and  to  our  great 
aftoniOiment  it  was  not  anfwered.  The  fog  and 
calm  ftill  continued,  and  the  depth  of  water 
gradually  increafed,  at  eight  o'clock  we  had  105 
fathoms,  with  fandy  bottom.  The  fog  now  dif- 
perfed,  and  the  calm  was  fuceeded  by  a  light 
breeze  from  the  E.  N.  E.;  another  gun  was  now 
fired,  and  a  falfe  fire  burnt  as  a  fignal  to  our 
confort,  but  neither  v/as  anfwered.  After  re- 
peating thefe  fignals  in  the  fame  manner,  at  three 
o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  the  IQth  to  no 
effect,  we  made  all  fail,  fleering  to  the  S.  S.  E. 
At  day-light  the  high  land  over  Nootka  and 
Clayoquot,  was  flill  in  fight,  bearing  by  compafs 
from  N.  6  W.  to  E.  N.  E.;  our  diflance  from 
the  coafl  was  10  or  12  leagues.  The  foundings 
we  had  gained  at  midnight  at  the  depth  of  1 35 
fathoms,  proved  to  be  at  the  diftance  of  about 
feven  leagues  from  point  Breakers,  and  fbme- 
thing  more  from  the  general  line  of  the  coafl  to 
the  eaflward  of  that  point.  This  I  confidered  to 
be  the  edge  of  a  bank  of  foundings  that  appeared 
-  Vol.  VI.  H  to 
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to  lie  along  the  coaft,  which  commenced  a-breafl 
of  cape  Lookout,  and  terminated  a  little  to  the 
northward  of  Nootka.  Near  the  entrance  of 
De  Fuca's  ftraits  it  feemed  to  ftretch  further 
into  the  ocean,  as  at  the  diilance  of  eight  leagues 
from  thofe  Ihores  we  had  only  58  fathoms  water, 
with  muddy  bottom.  r  \*^   -^  - 

In  looking  round  for  the  Chatham  a  veiTcl 
was  difcovercd  a-ftern,  for  which  we  immedi- 
ately fhortened  fail,  but  foon  finding  it  to  be  the 
Spanilh  (hip  Princifla,  wc  again  diredled  our 
courfc  as  before  with  all  fail  fpread  to  a  pleafant 
eaftcrly  breeze  and  fair  weather ;  with  this  how- 
ever we  were  not  long  indulged,  for  in  the  even- 
ing the  wind  veered  to  the  S.  S.  E.,  and  by 
Monday  the  20th  in  the  afternoon,  increafed  to 
fo  ftrong  a  gale  as  to  oblige  us  to  clofe-reef  our 
topfails.  The  wind  fixed  in  the  fouth-cailern 
quarter,  and  became  variable,  with  fometimes 
clear,  and  at  others  cloudy  weather :  this  gale 
did  not  reduce  us  below  our  topfails,  although 
we  plied  not  only  againfl  it,  but  againfl  a  very 
heavy  fouth-weflerly  fwell  to  fb  little  purpofe, 
that  by  noon  on  Friday  the  24th  we'had  by  our 
reckoning  (for  we  were  unable  to  gain  any  ob- 
fervation)  only  reached  the  latitude  of  47°  12^ 
longitude  232°  12'.  In  the  evening  the  wind 
veered  to  the  S.  S.  W.,  with  which  we  made  a 
tolerably  good  progrefs  to  the  fouth-eailward 
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until  Sunday  morning  the  26th,  when  it  became 
light  and  variable,  with  alternate  calms,  and  a 
very  heavy  fwell  from  the  W.  S.  W.  •rf-.r.. 
«  This  uncomfortable  weather  was  fuccceded 
by  a  frefli  breeze  from  the.N.  E.,  which  as  ufual 
veered  to  the  S.  E.  on  Monday  morning,  and  in 
the  afternoon  increafed  to  a  gale  fo  violent,  as 
to  make  it  neccflary  that  we  ihould  ftrike  the 
topgallant-mails,  and  bring  to,  under  the  ftorm 
ftayfails;  this  gale  was  attended  with  an  ex- 
tremely heavy  rain  until  midnight,  when,  the 
ftorm  fuddenly  moderated,  and  the  wind  veer- 
ing to  the  S.  W.  we  ftood  to  the  S.  E.  under  our 
courfes  and  clofe-reefed  topfails.  ■ 

The  obferved  latitude  on  Tuefday  the  28th 
was  44°  14',  longitude  by  account  233°  27';  in 
the  afternoon  all  our  canvafs  was  again  fpread, 
but  by  Wednefday  morning  the  29th  the  wind 
had  refumed  its  fouth-eaftern  diredion,  with 
hard  fqualls  and  heavy  rain,  which  again  reduced 
us  to  the  forefail  and  ftorm  ftayfails. 

Since  our  departure  from  Nootka  we  had  con- 
ftantly  been  incommoded  by  a  very  heavy  weft- 
erly  and  fouth-weft  fwcll,  which  at  this  time 
was  greatly  increafed,  notwithftanding  the  fea, 
raifed  by  the  violence  of  the  wind  from  the  fbuth- 
caft ;  thefc  together  caufed  a  very  confufed  agi- 
tation of  the  ocean,  and  although  the  fhip  was 
made  as  fnug  as  poffible  by  the  top-gallant  mafts 
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being  ilnick,  and  by  every  thing,  that  conve- 
niently could  be  taken  from  aloft,  yet  Ihc  was 
extremely  uncomfortable, and  (hipped  g'-'iat  quan- 
tities of  water.  About  noon  the  gale  moderated*, 
and  on  the  wind  returning  to  the  S.  W., '  c  again 
made  fail  to  the  fouth-caftward.  The  afternoon 
was  tolerably  fair ;  aft  Hocks  of  wild  geefe  and 
ducks  were  obferved,  flying  to  the  fbuthward, 
which  indicated  that  in  a  more  northern  climate 
the  winter  had  fet  in  with  much  fevcrity. 

The  wind,  although  variable  between  S.  E.  and 
S.  W.  was  moderate,  with  frequent  calms,  and 
the  weather,  comparatively  fpeaking  with  that 
we  had  fo  recently  experienced,  might  be  con- 
iidered  as  tolerably  fair,  notwithilanding  which, 
we  made  little  progrefs  until  Monday  morning 
the  3d  of  November,  when  the  wind  feemed 
fixed  in  the  north- weft  quarter,  with  very  pleafant 
weather.  To  this  favorable  gale  we  fpread  all 
our  fails,  fteering  for  cape  Mendocino;  the  fbuth- 
ern  promontory  of  which,  at  noon,  bore  by  com- 
pafs  S.  ^l  E.,  and  with  the  coaft  to  the  north  of 
it,  in  fight  to  the  N.  E.,  was  about  g  or  1  o  leagues 
diftant.  The  obferved  latitude  40«  42',  longi- 
tude according  to  our  former  calculations  of  the 
fituation  of  cape  Mendocino,  235"  30',  the  vari- 
ation 14°  ^aftvvardly.  ■•■j  -  ,       . 

At  this  time  the  longitude  by  the  chronome- 
ters agreeably  to  the  Nootka  rate,  was  by  Ken- 
'■^'■''  '  ^^'  dall's, 
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dall's,  235°  27';  Arnold's  No.  14,  235'' 22' \  and 
No.  170,  235"  55'.  ./..;,.!/        :.  J 

As  we  drew  in  with  the  (horcs  of  the  northern 
part  of  the  cape,  having  (ince  noon  fleered  S.  K. 
by  compafs  about  three  leagues,  we  fuddcnly 
came  into  difcoloured  water,  with  a  very  irre- 
gular Tea ;  but  foundings  could  not  be  gained 
with  the  hand  line,  nor  at  the  rate  we  were  then 
going,  could  bottom  have  been  reached  at  a 
greater  depth  than  from  7  to  1  o  fathoms. 

As  I  intended  before  we  proceeded  to  Mon- 
terrey to  vifit  the  bay  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  and 
from  thence  in  our  boats  to  acquire  a  better 
knowledge  than  we  had  hitherto  gained  of  port 
Bodega,  our  courfc  after  pafling  this  promontory 
was  direded  along  the  coaft  to  the  fouth-eail  for 
thatpurpofe.  . 

In  the  evening  about  fun-fet  a  very  lingular 
appearance  was  observed  over  the  interior  moun- 
tains, immediately  behind  the  high  land  of  this 
lofty  proje<^ing  promontory.  An  immepfe  body 
of  very  denfe  clouds  enveloped  the  fummits  of 
thofe  mountains,  rifmg  in  a  confufed  agitated 
ftate  like  volumes  of  fteam  from  a  boiling  caul- 
dron of  great  magnitude  ;  thcfe  expanded  to  the 
northward,  and  oblcurcd  all  that  part  of  the  hori- 
zon, whilft  to  the  fouthward,  it  was  perfedUy 
clear  and  unclouded .  From  our  own  experience, 
as  well  as  from  the  information  we  h^d  derived 
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from  the  Spaniards,  we  had  long  been  led  to  con- 
iider  cape  Mendocino  as  fituated  on  the  divi- 
iionary  line  between  the  moderate  and  boifterous 
climates  of*  this  coaft.  For  this  reafon,  however 
unfcientific  it  may  appear,  we  could  not  avoid 
entertaining  an  idea,  that  from  the  immenle  ac- 
cumulation of  exhalations,  which  the  ftupendous 
mountains  in  this  immediate  neighbourhood 
arreft,  arofe  thole  violent  fouth-eaft  ftorms,  with 
which,  further  to  the  northward,  we  fo  frequent- 
ly contended,  and  by  which,  the  coaft  of  New 
Albion  to  the  fouthward  of  this  ftation,  is  cer-  ' 
tainly  but  feldom,  and  never  in  fo  violent  a  de- 
gree afFc<fted.  This  extraordinary  appearance  in- 
clined us  to  believe  that  fome  turbulent  weather 
was  not  far  remote,  but  from  what  quarter  we 
could  not  gucfs,  as  the  fteady  favorable  north- 
w^eft  gale,  and  the  appearance  of  clear  and  fettled 
weather,  in  the  diredion  we  were  fteering,  did 
not  give  us  reafon  to  apprehend  any  inconve- 
nience from  the  wind  fliifting  to  the  fouth-eaft- 
ward ;  and  its  blowing  from  the  oppofite  point 
had  always  been  confidered  as  the  harbinger  of 
moderate  and  pleafant  weather.  This  general 
rule  was  on  Tuefday  morning  the  4th  partly 
confirmed,  and  partly  contradii^cd,  as  the  vapours 
we  had  obfervcd  coHeding  on  the  preceding 
evening,  were  now  found  to  have  been  deftined 
to  difeharge  their  fury  from  a  quarter  wc  haii 
•^'  ''  '  kail 
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leaft  expcdcd.     During  the  night  wc  had  made 
fuch  progrefs  along  the  coaft,  that  by  four  in  the 
morning  it  became  neceflary  to  haul  to  the  wind, 
in  order  that  we  might  not  overflioot  our  in- 
tended port  before  day-light.     At  this  time  the 
wind  at  N.  N.  W.  attended  with  a  moil  tre- 
mendous fea  from  the  fame  quarter,   had  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree  of  violence,  as  allowed 
us  to  haul  off  the  Ihore  under  our  forefail  and 
ftorm  ftayfails  only ;  but  the  forefail,  though  a 
very  good  one,  not  being  able  to  refift  the  vio- 
knce  of  the  ftorm,  was  about  fun-rife  on  Wed- 
nefday  the  5th,  blown  nearly  to  pieces ;  this  was 
immediately  replaced  with  the  beft  we  had,  the 
topgallant- mails  were  flruck,  and  thelhip  made 
as  fnug  as  poflible ;  but  unable  to  feud  with 
fafety  before  the  ftorm,  we  lay  to,  with  the 
ihip's  head  to  the  weftward,  under  the  ftorm 
ftayfails,  it  being  impofliblc  to  fhow  more  can- 
vafs,  and  of  courfe  too  hazardous  to  fteer  for  that 
part  of  the  coaft  I  wiflicd  to  make,  or  to  attempt 
running  under  our   bare  poles  into  a  port,  of 
which  we  had  fo  little  knowledge  as  that  of  the 
bay  of  Sir  Francis  Drake ;  to  keep  the  fea,  was 
therefore  our  only  prudent  alternative,     •' 

During  this  ftorm  I  felt  a  high  degree  of  fatis- 
fa^lion,  that  wc  had  not  made  a  more  ipeedy 
paiTage  from  Nootka  to  Monterrey,  as  from  the 
diredion  in  which  it  had  blown,  I  xonlideredi 
l>i- .y  H  4  that 
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that  had  we  been  arrived  in  that  port,  we  ihould 
have  been  expofed  to  the  whole  of  its  fury,  and 
the  violence  of  the  fea  that  had  attended  it.  As 
Monterrey  was  now  lying  S.  50  E.  of  us,  I  could 
not  fuppofc  from  the  diftance  of  that  port,  that 
the  gale  had  not  reached  fo  far,  for  excepting  the 
ftorms  we  experienced  at  and  off  New  Zealand, 
this  was  certainly  the  moft  violent  of  any  we  had 
met  with  during  this  voyage  ;  the  ihip  however 
was  by  no  means  fo  uncomfortable  as  we  had 
found  her  on  many  other  occafions.  The  waves, 
although  extremely  high,  were  long  and  regular, 
the  iky  was  hard  and  clear,  andintirely  free  f*om 
clouds.  About  the  horizoo  and  a  few  degrees 
above  it,  was  fcen  a  bright  glaring  haric  ;  and  as 
this  at  intervals  became  more  perceptible,  the 
violence  of  the  wind  was  conftantly  obferved  to 
be  increaied.  :.;  -■■>..  r:i^;  ,,.-).  i.i  i- ,->',;  :..•  - 
.  In  this  fituation  we  remained  until  the  ftorm 
moderated,  though  it  ftill  blew  extremely  hard : 
we  now  wore  and  ftood  for  the  land  under  the 
forefail  and  ftorm  ftayfails,  in  the  hope,  that  by 
the  time  we  ihould  arrive  near  the  Ihore,  now  at 
the  diftance  of  45  leagues,  the  violence  of  the 
ftorm  would  in  a  great  meafurc  have  abated.  It 
was  not  however  before  ten  at  night  that  it  had 
fufHciently  moderated  to  allow  of  our  fctting  the 
clofc-reefcd  topfails ;  at  midnight  we  had  the 
topgallant  fails  fet  for  about  an  hour,  but  the 
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wind  ibon  again  increafed,  and  feeing  the  land 
at  no  great  diftance  about  two  o*clock  in  the 
morning  of  Tuefday  the  6th,  we  hauled  off  ihore, 
and  plied  under  an  eaiy  fail  to  wait  the  return 
of  day,  when  finding  ourlelves  about  three  or 
four  leagues  from  point  Anno  Nucvo,  point  Finos 
in  fight  bearing  by  compafs  S.  E.  i  E.  and  hav- 
ing a  moderate  breeze  with  Hne  pleafant  weather, 
we  fteered  for  Monterrey,  where  about  two  in 
the  afternoon  we  anchored,  and  moored  nearly 
in  our  former  fituation. 

Here  we  found  the  Chatham,  ftie  having  ar- 
rived in  the  evening  of  the  2d.  By  Mr.  Puget 
1  was  informed,  that  whilft  we  were  becalmed 
and  flationary  off  Nootka,  the  Chatham  on  the 
evening  of  the  1 7th  of  October  was  favored  with 
a  light  breeze  from  the  eaftward,  which  gra- 
dually increafed ;  with  this  Mr.  Puget  fteered  to 
the  fouth-eaft,  concluding  we  were  doing  the 
fame,  and  he  was  not  undeceived  until  noon  of 
the  18th,  when  the  fog  with  them  had  fuffi- 
ciently  difperfcd,  to  fliew  that  the  Difcovcry  was 
not  within  their  vifible  horizon.  Mr.  Puget  was 
equally  at  a  lofs  with  ourfelves,  to  account  for 
the  feparation  that  had  then  taken  place ;  but  as 
he  confidercd  that  we  had  preceded  the  Chat- 
ham, and  ihc  having  at  that  time  a  pleafant 
breeze  from  the  eaftward,  he  thought  it  moft 
advifeable  to  make  the  beft  of  his  way  to  the 
,.   .  fouthward. 
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fouthward,  and  on  the  iQth  in  the  morning 
whilft  he  continued  to  be  within  fight  of  Nootka, 
the  Chatham  had  increafed  her  diftance  near  40 
leagues  from  the  fhore.  This  circumftancc,  in 
confcquence  of  the  fucceeding  winds,  afforded 
the  Chatham  a  fuperior  advantage  in  getting  to 
the  fouthward,  and  which  in  all  probability  was 
confiderably  augmented,  by  her  having  flood 
further  from  the  coafl  to  the  fouth-weflward, 
than  we  had  done  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
fouth-eaftcrly  winds.  On  reference  to  the  jour- 
nals it  appeared  Mr.  Pugct  had  been  enabled  fo 
to  do,  by  the  wind  having  been  much  further  to 
the  fouthward  with  the  Chatham  than  with  the 
Difcovcry ;  by  which  means  on  the  wind's 
Hilfting  to  the  S.  W.  as  is  mofl  frequently  the 
cafe  after  the  fouth-eafterly  gales,  our  confort 
made  much  better  flants  along  the  coafl  to  the 
fouthward,  than  we  were  able  to  do,  becaufe  we 
were  fo  much  nearer  to  it.  The  Chatham  had 
to  contend  witn  nearly  the  like  boiflerous  wea- 
ther we  liad  experienced  until  fl:»e  had  palTed  cape 
Mendocino  on  the  30ih  of  the  preceding  month ; 
when,  at  the  diflance  of  40  leagues  from  the 
cape  the  w  cuthcr  was  plcafant,  with  wefterly  and 
north-vvcft  winds.  The  greateft  diflance  (he  had 
on  this  palTage  been  from  the  coafl,  was  flated 
by  Mr.  Pugct  at  g3  leagues  from  caj^e  Difap- 
pointmcnt,  and  from  thence,  fouthward  to  cape 
<■ ►*  -  Mendocino 
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Mendocino  from  60  to  70  leagues ;  the  gre^teft 
diflancc  we  had  been  from  the  coaft  did  not 
exceed  78  leagues  off  Deftrudion  iiland,  but  to 
the  fouthward  of  cape  Lookout  we  were,  not 
more  than  from  I6  to  40  leagues  from  the  land. 
The  north-weft  ftorm  we  had  fo  lately  con- 
tended with,  and  to  which  I  had  confidered  this 
anchorage  as  dangeroufly  expofed,  Mr.   Puget 
informed  me  had  been  here  felt,   at  the  fame 
time ;  but  that   the  gale  had  been  principally 
from  the  weft  ward  ;  and  although  it  certainly 
blew  ftrong,  yet  it  neither  prevented  the  ufual 
communication  with  the  ihore,  nor  would  have 
caufed  any  apprehenfton  for  the  fecurity  of  vef- 
fels  riding  in  the  bay,  if  tolerably  well  provided 
with  anchors  and  cables.     Indeed  the  Chatham 
rode  it  out,  with  cables  that  had  been  long  in 
ufe,  and  were  in  the  laft  ftage  of  being  fervice- 
able.     This  was  by  no  means  an  unpleafant  fadl 
to  afcertain,  as  it  tended  to  prove,  that  although 
the  weather  may  be  extremely  boifterous  out  at 
fea,  and  in  the  offing,  yet  this  bay  may  be  ap- 
proached   with  the  greateft   facility,   and  will 
afford  extremely  good  Ihelter  againft  thofe  winds, 
to  which,  apparently,  it  is  moft  expofed. 

Our  profeffional  inquiries  being  mutually  fatis- 
6ed,  I  had  the  pleufure  to  undcrftand  from  Mr. 
Puget,  that  he  had  met  the  moft  cordial  recep- 
tion from  our  former  friend  Sen'  Arguello,  the 
'    1        '  lieutenant 
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lieutenant  of  the  Prefidio,  -who  then,  as  on  our 
firft  vifit  to  this  place,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
governor  of  the  province,  officiated  in  that  capa- 
city. From  this  gentleman  we  were  likely  to 
meet  very  different  treatment  to  that  which  we 
had  received  from  Sen' Arrillago,  whofe  reftric- 
tive  arrangements  on  our  laft  vifit  to  Monterrey, 
had  obliged  us  to  feek  that  hofpitality  and  pro- 
tc<^ion  from  the  untutored  inhabitants  of  the 
Sandwich  iilands,  which  we  defpalred  of  obtain- 
ing in  any  of  the  ports  under  his  jurifdi<Jlion. 
Sen'  Arrillago  having  been  ordered  to  fome  in- 
ferior eftablilhment,  had  reiigned  his  authority  at 
this  place,  and  had  departed  about  two  months 
previoully  to  our  arrival,  and  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Spanifh  army,  Don  Diego  de  Borica,  had  been 
appointed  fome  time  fmcc,  to  the  government  of 
this  province,  and  was  now  daily  expe<5ted  at 
Monterrey. 

As  foon  as  the  fhip  wasfecured,  an  officer  was 
fent  to  the  Prefidio  with  the  ufual  ceremonious 
compliments,  and  with  an  apology  for  our  not 
having  faluted.  On  landing  I  was  received  by 
Sen'  Arguello,  to  whofe  kind  and  benevolent 
offices  we  had  before  been  greatly  indebted,  with 
marks  of  the  greateft  friendfhip  and  refpedt.  He 
cxprefTed  the  fatisfadion  he  fliould  receive  by 
having  it  now  in  his  power  to  fupply  us  with 
the  various  ncceiTary  rcfreflimcrts  the  country 
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afforded;  and  being  without  the  lead  reftraint, 
he  (hould  endeavour  to  adminiiler  to  our  amufc- 
ment  and  recreation.  Whatever  means  he  pof- 
fefled  that  were  likely  in  any  way  to  contribute 
to  the  happinefs  or  comfort  of  the  prefent  time, 
or  to  our  future  welfare,  he  was  now  impower- 
cd,  by  the  orders  that  had  been  tranfmitted  to 
this  government  from  the  viceroy  of  New  Spain, 
fcduloufly  to  afford,  and  prompted  by  the  intereft 
he  felt  in  our  accommodation,  he  (hould  with 
great  pleailire  carry  thofe  orders  into  effed:. 

The  people  who,  on  our  firil  vilit  to  this 
Prefidio,  had  deferted  from  the  Daedalus  and 
Chatham,  we  found  here,  with  di regions  for 
their  being  delivered  up  to  me ;  but  as  the  gover- 
nor of  the  province  was  fo  foon  expe<5led,  I  de- 
ferred taking  any  fteps  in  this  bufmefs  until  he 
(hould  arrive  ;  nor  did  I  ere6l  our  tents  or  ob(er- 
vatory  on  ihore  for  the  fame  reafon,  as  I  con- 
fidered  it  would  be  more  rcfpedful  to  fubmit 
thefe  matters  to  the  approbation  of  Governor 
Borica  himfelf  than  to  Scn*^  Arguello,  from  whom 
I  only  folicited  permiiTion  to  recruit  our  wood 
and  water,  and  to  obtain  fome  neceffary  re- 
frclhments. 

On  Friday  morning  the  7  th  I  received  from 
Sen'  Arguello  the  only  letter  that  had  arrived  at 
this  place  for  me  ;  this  letter  was  from  the  Conde 
Rcvilla  Gigedo,  the  late  viceroy  of  New  Spain, 
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in  reply  to  one  I  had  written  to  his  excellency 
on  the  2  2d  of  May,  1793.  In  the  moft  polite 
and  friendly  terms  the  count  informed  me  of  Mr. 
Broughton's  fafe  arrival  at  Madrid,  and  expreflcd 
the  higheft  approbation  of  the  conduft  of  Sen' 
Fidalgo,  whofe  fervices  I  had  reprcfented  to  him 
we  had  been  greatly  indebted  to,  on  heaving  the 
Chatham  down  at  Nootka.  Thofe  very  oblig- 
ing offers  he  had  before  made,  in  wilhing  to  con- 
tribute to  our  health  and  welfare,  by  whatever 
means  of  afliftance  this  country  could  beftow, 
were  in  this  letter  repeated.  It  was  dated  on 
the  20th  of  Odobcr,  1 793,  about  the  time  when 
we  firfl  felt  the  influence  of  Sen*^  Arrillago's  dif- 
inclination  towards  our  little  fquadron.  It  was 
addreffed  to  me  at  Monterrcv,  with  directions 
there  to  remain  for  my  reception,  until  it  ihould 
be  underftood  I  had  taken  my  leave  of  thefe  re- 
gions, and  in  the  event  of  my  fo  doing,  without 
repairing  to  this  place  again,  the  letter  was  then 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  me  in  England.  From  thefe 
circumftanccs  it  would  appear,  that  the  corre- 
fpondence  I  had  been  thus  honored  with,  was  not 
intirely  of  that  complimentary  nature  that  Sen' 
Arrillago  had  thought  proper  to  confider  it ;  and 
that  the  viceroy  ilid  expeSi  that  I  Ihould  make, 
at  leaji,  afecond  vtjit  to  Monterrey,  was  evidently 
proved  by  the  dcfcrters  having  been  fent  hither, 
inftead  of  being  forwarded  to  Nootka,  as  he  had 

formerly 
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forr  •  4y  Intended  to  do,  but  which  determina- 
tion, Sen'  Arguello  informed  me,  he  had  been 
induced  to  alter,  under  the  pcriuafion  of  this 
being  the  moft  likely  place  of  our  meeting  with 
them,  '  -^'l"  ■-'  '    '"  •"•    *"    ' 

Not  having  received  official  intelligence  at  this 
port  from  England,  and  there  being  here  no  dis- 
patches waiting  the  arrival  of  Sen'  Alava,  through 
which  channel  I  might  poffibly  have  obtained 
fomc  fort  of  information,  by  which  my  future 
proceedings  might,  in  fome  degree,  have  been 
regulated,  I  could  not  help  feeling  very  great  dif- 
appointment,  anxiety,  and  concern.  I  was  not, 
however,  totally  deftitute  of  hope,  that  fome  let- 
ters might  have  arrived  at  St.  Diego.  To  afcer- 
tain  this  fadl,  notwithftanding  that  it  was  from 
hence  to  St.  Diego  more  than  four  hundred  Eng- 
lifh  miles.  Sen'  Arguello  very  obligingly  ordered 
an  extraordinary  courier  to  be  ready  the  next  day, 
whofe  return  from  St.  DIcgo  miglit  be  expcd:ed 
in  ten  or  twelve  days,  and  before  the  expiration 
of  that  time,  I  had  no  idea  of  quitting  this  fta- 
tion.  Under  the  circumftances  of  the  mortify- 
ing difappointmcnt  I  now  felt,  I  was  unable  to 
form  any  plan  for  our  future  operations,  except- 
ing that  which  I  had  before  meditated,  of  re- 
maining here  a  fufficient  time  to  recruit  the 
health  and  flrcngth  of  our  little  community.  For, 
notwithftandiiig  tliat  we  were  not  materially  afr» 
i    ;  ,  fecjlcd 
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fcded  with  indifpontion,  yet  the  health  of  moft 
of  us  demanded  care  and  attention.  The  fatigu- 
ing fervice  in  which  we  had  now  been  fo  long 
employed,  and  the  very  few  frefli  meals  we  had 
been  enabled  to  obtain  ilnce  the  middle  of  the 
preceding  month  of  March,  muft  be  fufficient 
to  convince  the  judgment,  without  the  appear- 
ance of  adlual  difeafe,  that  three  weeks  or  a  month 
would  be  well  dedicated  in  availing  ourfelves  of 
the  refrefhments  and  recreation,  in  which  we  had 
now  (b  favourable  an  opportunity  to  indulge. 

Frelh  beef,  which  was  extremely  good,  was 
daily  and  unlimitedly  fcrved  to  the  crew  of  each 
veiTcl ;  but  vegetables  were  a  fcarce  commodity, 
owing  to  the  drynefs  of  the  icafon,  which  gave 
the  country  an  appearance  of  being  parched  up  ; 
and  the  few  articles  which  had  been  produced 
on  the  fmall  portion  of  land  allotted  here  to  the 
purpofe  of  garden  ground  were  nearly  exhaufled. 
We,  however,  were  not  apprehenfive  of  wanting 
fufHcient  variety  to  cover  our  tables,  as  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  bay  there  were 
an  immenfe  number  of  wild  geefe,  ducks,  plovers, 
curlews,  and  other  wild  fowl ;  to  which,  by 
little  excurfions  into  the  country,  our  fportfmcn 
added  an  abundance  of  very  fine  quails  and  fome 
hares,  which  afforded  us  excellent  repafls  in  ad- 
dition to  their  amufement.  It  was  fomething 
iingular  that  none  of  tbefe  ipecies  of  wild  fowl, 

had 


t  ^ 


--..^r 


I791-]  ROUND   THE  WORLD.  113 

had  been  found  in  any  degree  fo  numerous  on 
cither  of  our  former  vifits  to  Monterrey. 

Tlic  weather  was  fair  and  pleafant,  with  a  mo- 
derate breeze  from  the  fea,  which  in  the  evening 
brought  in  the  Princiffa.     We  had   confidered 
this  vellcl  to  have  been  to  the  northward  of  cape 
Mendocino,  whilft  we  contended  with  the  north - 
weft  ftorm  to  the  fouth  of  it,  and  an  idea  had 
arifenj  from  the  appearance  of  the  evening  that 
preceded  the  gale,  that  the  PrinciiTa  muft,   in 
that  fituation,  have  experienced  much  blowing 
weather  from  the  fouth-eaftward ;  but  on  in- 
quiry this  was  not  found  to  be  altogether  the 
cafe  ;  flie  was,  however^  to  the  north  of  the  pro- 
montory in  qucftion  at  that  time,  and  her  pro- 
grefs,  like  ours,  had  been  greatly  retarded  by 
contrary  winds ;  but  on  the  ift  of  November,  in 
the  latitude  of  45°3o'i  (he  having  generally  kept 
about  30  leagues  from  the  coaft ;  thefe  adverfe 
■winds  were  fucceeded  by  a  pleafant  gale  from  the 
north  weft,  which  continued  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  paftage. 

This  fadl,  though  not  proving  cape  Mendocino 
to  be  fo  fingularly  fituated  as  we  had  fuppofed  it 
to  be,  with  refpe<fl  to  moderate  or  boifterous 
•weather,  yet  fcrves  to  fliew  that  it  has  an  influ- 
ence on  the  winds  that  prevail  during  the  winter 
feafon,  as  the  fouth-eafterly  ftorm  s  are  fcarcely 
ever  known  to  the  fouth  ward  of  cape  Mcndo- 
.    Vol.  VI.  I  cino : 
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cino  ;  where,  whilft  the  north-weft  gale  reduced 
us  to  our  ftorm  ftay fails  for  twenty- four  hours, 
the  Princilla  to  the  north  of  it,  felt  nothing  oi 
its  fury ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  only  a  mo- 
derate north- weft  gals,  to  which  the  whole  of 
her  canvafs  was  fpread. 

Wc  had  the  plcafurc  to  meet  our  friends  in  the 
Princifla  very  well,  though  much  diliippointed, 
like  ourfelves,  in  not  receiving  any  official  com- 
munications from  Mexico;  but  as  the  courier 
w  as  in  rcadinefs  to  depart  the  next  morning,  Sen' 
Alava  embraced  this  opportunity  to  make  the 
neceflary  inquiries  at  St.  Diego. 

In  the  night  the  wind  blew  ftrong  from  the 
northward  ;  and  on  the  return  of  the  day  it  con- 
fiderably  increafed  from  the  north-weft.  Not- 
withftanding  the  vellels  rode  without  the  Icaft 
inconvenience  or  apparent  danger,  yet,  as  our 
cables  had  been  a  long  time  on  board,  and  had 
endured  great  trials,  the  topgallant  mafts  were 
got  down,  the  yards  and  top-mafts  ftruck,  and 
the  veifcls  made  perfe<flly  fnug ;  by  noon,  how- 
ever, the  wind  moderated,  and  we  had  a  return 
of  fair  and  pleafant  weather;  all  hands  were  now 
employed  in  different  fcrvices,  amongft  which, 
recruiting  our  ftock  of  fuel  and  water,  was  no 
inconfiderable  labour  ;  no  difficulty  was  experi- 
enced in  procuring  the  former,  but  the  drynefs 
nf  the  fcafon  had  rendered  the  latter  very  fcarce. 
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The  wells  that  we  had  dug,  on  our  firft  vifit  to 
Monterrey,  though  not  pc;  fed:ly  dry,  afFord(!d  too 
fmall  a  quantity  to  anfwer  our  demand,  and  we 
had  no  means  of  obtaining  a  fufHcicncy  of  water 
nearer  than  up  a  valley  a'^out  halt  a  mile  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  Prefidio,  and  full  that  diflance 
from  the  fea-fide,  where  a  fluggilh  flream  oofed 
through  the  bed  of  a  watcr-courfe,  compofcd  of 
a  loofe  fandy  foil ;  and  here,  by  fmking  feveral 
caiks,  temporary  wells  were  formed,  which  af- 
forded only  a  fcanty  fupply,  though  the  water 
was  extremely  good.  This  mode  of  procuring 
it  was  very  tedious,  and  the  diftance  which  the 
cafks,  when  filled,  had  to  be  rolled,  through  a 
loofc  fandy  gully,  to  the  boats,  was  very  great, 
and  proved  to  be  a  very  laborious  tafk,  yet  the 
water  was  infinitely  preferable  to  any  that  could 
have  been  colledled  from  the  ftaoinatcd  brackifli 
pools,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Prefidio. 

On  Sunday  part  of  the  fhip's  company  were 
indulged  with  a  run  on  fliore,  and  the  day  fol- 
lowing, Monday  the  10th,  we  were  bufily  em- 
ployed in  facilitating,  as  much  as  pofriblc,the  pro- 
curing of  our  water,  by  the  befl  arrangement  in 
our  power,  notvvithftanding  which  we  could  not 
prevent  its  being  a  very  laborious  bufniefs. 

The  weather  continued  to  be  remarkably 
pleafant,  and  on  Tuefday  evening,  the  11th, 
Sen'  Don  Diego  Borica  arrived  at  the  Prefidio, 
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where,  the  next  morning,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Pugct  and  moll  of  the  officers  of  both  veiTels,  I 
waited  upon  him,  to  congratulate  him  on  his  fafe 
arrival,  and  to  acquaint  him  with  my  rcafons  for 
vifiting  the  countries  under  his  jurifdic^ron  ;  thcfe 
attentions,  I  had  the  pleafure  to  find  were  per- 
fedlly  fatisfacSory,  and  were  received  in  a  manner 
that  was  highly  compatible  with  the  refpe<5tivc 
llatlons  that  each  of  us  had  the  honour  to  fill. 

The  indulgence  I  had  iblicited,  and  which 
Jiad  been  granted  by  Sen*"  Arguello,  was  now  very 
politely  extended  by  the  governor,  with  further 
pcrmillion  to  creft  our  tents  and  obfervatory  on 
fhore,  under  the  diredlion  of  our  officers,  and  pro- 
tcd;ion  of  our  own  guard,  to  which  he  very 
obligingly  added  the  aflurance  of  doing  every 
thing  in  his  power  that  could  in  any  way  con- 
tribute to  make  our  ftay  as  plcafant  and  agree- 
able as  their  limited  focicty  and  the  lonelinefs  of 
the  country  w  ould  afford. 

After  this  introductory  difcourfe,  we  undcr- 
ftood  from  Scn^  Borica,  that  accom})anled  by  hh 
wife  and  daujrhtcr,  a  vouns;  lady  about  eleven 
years  of  age,  and  a  fuitablc  number  of  attend- 
ants, he  had  come  from  Mexico  to  this  place  on 
J]orfijback ;  us  no  other  mode  of  conveyance  was 
to  be  procured.     They  were  pro\ided   with  a 
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fun,  or  for  reft  during  the  night.     Upwards  of 
eight  months  had  been  employed  in  pcrformin 
this  journey,  through  a  country  very  thinly  in 
habited,  and  which  afforded  but  little  comfort- 
able accommodation  for  travellers. 

In  the  evening  an  exprefs  arrived  from  Mexi- 
co, which  brought  difpatches  from  the  viceroy 
of  New  Spain  to  the  governor,  together  with  the 
long  expeaed  inftruaions  to  Sen^  Alava,  refpc^- 
ing  the  ceffion  of  Nootka  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  but   nothing  addrefled  to  me  accompa- 
nied thefe  credentials;  and,  from  a  converfation 
with  Sen'  Borica,  I  was  not  flattered  with   the 
leaft  probability  of  receiving   any   intelligence 
from  St.   Diego,  becaufc  it  was  not  likely,  had 
any  difpatches  for   me  arrived  there,   that  he 
fliould  have  remained   ignorant  of  the  circum- 
ttance  ;  and  as  the  deilination  of  Sen'  Alava  was 
well    known    to  the  officers  commanding  the 
ibuthern  pofts  of  this  province,  letters  for  cither 
of  us  would  moil  likely,  immediately  on  their 
arrival,  have  been  tranfmitted  hither. 

The  embarraffmcnt  I  had  been  long  under  was 
cow  very  materially  incrcafed,  and  I  was  greatly 
at  a  lofs  as  to  what  meafures  were  beft  to  be  pur- 
iwed.  From  this  dilemma,  however,  I  was  very 
unexpededly  relieved  the  next  day,  Wednefday 
the  12th,  by  Sen^  Alava  very  obligingly  confid- 
bg  to  me  that  part  of  his  inftrudions  which 
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flatcd,  that  no  further  altercation  would  take 
place  with  refped  to  the  precifc  meaning  of  the 
firft  article  of  the  convention  of  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1790,  as  the  documents  tranfmitted  by 
the  late  Sen""  Quadra  and  myfelf,  had  enabled 
our  refpedive  courts  to  adjuft  that  matter  in  an 
amicable  way,  and  nearly  on  the  terms  which  I 
had  fo  repeatedly  offered  to  Sen**  Quadra  in  Sep- 
tember 1 792.  In  addition  to  which  the  Spanidi 
miniftcr's  letter  fet  forth,  that  this  bufmefs  was 
not  to  be  carried  into  execution  by  me,  as  a 
freih  commiffion  had  been  ifTued  for  this  pur- 
pofe  by  the  Court  of  London.*  The  fame  was 
announced  to  governor  Borica  by  the  new  viceroy 
of  Mexico,  the  Marquis  dc  Branciforte,  with  in- 
flrudions  to  receive  the  perfon  acting  under  this 
commiffion  into  their  Prcfidios. 

Having  maturely  conlidered  the  feveral  parts 
of  this  intelligence,  I  concluded  that  from  the 
length  of  our  voyage,  and  the  various  accidents 
to  which  the  fervice  in  which  we  were  employed 
would  ncceifarily  render  us  liable.  Government 
did  not  expecfl  we  Ihould  remain  longer  in  thefe 
fcas,  than  the  furvey  of  the  American  coaft 
might  require  ;  and  in  truth  we  were  not  now 
in  a  fit  condition  to  protrad  our  flay  in  thefe 
regions. 
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*  This  however  was  not  the  taft,  as  the  frelh  inflru(Jlions  were 
addreiTcd  in  the  firil  inilance  to  me. 
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The  very  cxhaufted  flate  of  our  flores  and 
provifions  not  only  demanded  fuch  fupplics  as 
were  not  eafily  within  our  reach,  but  as  the  Dlf- 
covcry  had  been  frequently  aground,  it  was  highly 
probable  that  her  bottom  might  ftand  in  need  of 
fome  very  material  repair,  of  which  we  had  re- 
mained intircly  ignorant,  not  having  been  lb 
fortunate  as  to  meet  with  a  proper  fituation  for 
the  purpofc  of  her  undergoing  this  nccclTary  ex- 
amination. 

One  of  the  great  objcds  of  our  voyage,  the 
furvey  of  the  coaft  of  North  Weft  America,  be- 
ing now  accompliflied,  and  relying  on   the  au- 
thenticity of  the  intelligence  I  had  derived  from 
Sen''  Alava,  I  did  not  long  hefitate,  but  deter- 
mined on  making  the  bcit  of  my  way  towards 
England,  by  the  way  of  cape  Horn,  agreeably  to 
my  inftrudions ;  and  as  I  had  no  intention  of 
vifiting  any  part  of  the  American  coaft  to  the 
northward  of  the  Mtli  degree  of  fouth  latitude, 
I  purpofcd  that  our  courfc  from  hence  fhould  be 
dire(5ted  towards  that  latitude  without  ftopping, 
unlcfs  we  fljould  be   fo  fortunate  as  to  fall  in 
with  the   Gallapagos   Iflands,  whofe  undefined 
fituation  I  much  wilhed  ccTCf'^ly  to  afcertain ; 
and  of  courfe  it  would  nccellirily  be  fome  time 
before  we  reached  our  next  relling  place.     On 
this  account  it  became  highly  expedient  that  we 
fliould  fail  from  hence  with  as  great  a  quantity 
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of  water  as  we  might  be  enabled  to  procure^  for 
the  reception  of  which  the  coopers  were  direfted 
to  repair,  and  put  into  order  every  cafk  on  board 
capable  of  holding  water  ;  in  many  cafes  this 
was  attended  with  great  trouble,  from  the  length 
of  time  they  had  been  in  ufe,  and  the  hard  fer- 
vice  that  many  of  them  had  endured. 

Although  the  very  great  diftance,  and  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  road  we  had  to  pafs  in  getting  the 
water  down  to  the  fea-fide,  made  the  obtaining 
of  this  indlfpenfable  article  a  very  tedious  and 
fatiguing  bufmefs,  yet  as  we  were  in  the  mean 
time  benefitting  from  the  air,  the  exercife  of  the 
fhore,  and  the  excellent  refrefhments  of  the  coun- 
try, I  could  not  confider  our  detention  here  as  a 
lofs  of  time,  bccaufe  I  was  aflured  that  it  would 
be  attended  wi'l.  the  ineftimable  advantage  of 
fecurinii;  to  us  all,  that  ftate  of  health  which  the 
remainder  of  our  voyage  we  had  yet  to  perform 
homewards,  would  necclTarily  require. 

Some  doubts  having  arifen  in  my  mind,  as  to 
the  Hife  arrival  in  England  of  the  copies  (which 
I  had  forwarded  thither)  of  our  furvcy  of  the 
American  coaft  to  the  northward,  from  Fitz- 
hugh's  found  to  cape  Decifion,  and  fouthward 
from  this  port  to  the  30th  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, I  deemed  it  expedient  that  a  duplicate  of 
the  former  papers,  together  with  a  copy  of  our 
furvey  during  the  preceding  fummer,  as  alfo  that 

of 
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of  the  Sandwich  iflands,  fliould  from  hence  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  Admiralty  ;  that  in  the  event 
of  any  mifchancc  having  befallen  the  others,  or 
any  unfortunate  accident  happening  h.ereafter  to 
us,  our  labours  might  not  be  intirely  loft  to  our 
country.  The  like  information,  in  conformity 
to  my  original  promife  to  my  much  lamented 
friend  the  late  Sen*"  Quadra,  had  been  folicited 
by  Sen''Alava,  for  the  ufe  and  information  of 
the  Spanifh  court,  and  with  which  of  courfe  I 
complied.  The  preparation  of  thcfe  documents 
would  necefTarily  occupy  fome  time,  but  I  had 
little  doubt  of  their  being  fialfncd  by  the  time 
we  (hould  in  other  refpcdts  be  ready  to  depart. 

The  deferters  from  the  Chatham  and  Daeda- 
lus had,  at  my  requeft,  been  delivered  up  to  me, 
at  leaft  fuch  of  them  as  were  the  fnbjedls  of 
Great  Britain.  An  account  of  expcnccs,  amount" 
ing  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  and 
an  half,  was  exhibited  againft  them  ;  but  as  I 
did  not  confider  myielf  authorized  to  difcharge 
this  debt,  (though  of  its  having  been  incurred 
by  the  deferters.  I  could  entertain  no  doubt)  of 
which  I  acquainted  Governor  Borica,  by  letter, 
on  Sunday  morning  the  luth,  and  at  the  fame 
time  added,  that  I  Ihould  reprcfcnt  the  bufmcfs 
fully  to  the  l^oard  of  Admiralty,  and  that  I  had 
no  doubt  that  the  llrideft  juftice  would  be  done. 
^^'ith  this  the  governor  fccmed  to  be  completely 

fatisficd, 
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iktisfied,  and  in  his  letter  to  this  cfFed,  after  ex- 
preffing  the  grcateft  approbation,  he,  in  virtue  of 
the  harmony  and  good  underftanding  that  con- 
tinued to  Gxlil  between  us,  folicited  my  good  of- 
fices in  behalf  of  the  deferters  before  mentioned. 
The  weather,  fince  the  8th,  had  been  delight- 
fully pleafant ;  in  the  day  time  the  wind  blew  a 
gentle  gale  from  the  fea,  and  during  the  night  a 
calm,  or  gentle  breeze,  prevailed  from  the  land, 
fo  that  the  precaution  we  had  taken  of  ftriking 
our  yards  and  topmafts,  fince  the   moment  of 
our  having  done  fo,  ceafed  to  be  ncceflliry.  This 
agreeable  weather  caufed  the  water  in  the  bay  to 
be  fo  very  tranquil,  that  landing  was  cafily  etTeded  . 
on  any  of  its  fliores,  and  rendered  our  intercourfc 
with  the  country  extremely  pleafant. 

The  fiune  caufe  operated  to  invite  the  excur- 
fions  of  fevcral  parties  into  the  country  on  foot 
and  on  horfeback.  Thefe  were  rendered  further 
agreeable  and  plcafliut,  by  the  friendly  and  at- 
tentive behaviour  of  our  Spanllli  friends,  of  which 
I  was  feldom  able  to  avail  myfelf,  not  only  from 
the  various  matters  of  bufinefs  in  which  I  was 
deeply  engaged,  but  from  the  very  debilitated 
ftate  of  my  health,  under  which  I  had  feverely 
laboured  during  the  eight  preceding  months ;  I 
was,  however,  on  Wednefday  the  1  gth  able  to 
join  in  a  party  to  the  valley  through  which  the 
Monterrey  river  flows,  and  was  there  gratified 
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with  the  fight  of  the  moft  cxtraordhiary  moun- 
tain I  had  ever  beheld.     On  one  fide  it  prelented 
the  appearance  of  a  fumptuous  edifice  fallen  into 
decay  ;  the  columns  which  looked  as  if  they  had 
been  raifed  with  much  labour  and  induftry,  were 
of  great  magnitude,  feemcd  to  be  of  an  elegant 
form,  and  to  be  compofed  of  the  fame  cream- 
coloured   ftone,   of  which   I  have  before  made 
mention.     Between  thcfe  ma<2;nificent  columns 
were  deep  excavations,  rcfcmbling  diticrcnt  paf- 
fagcs  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  fuppofcd  build- 
ing, whofe  roof  being  the  fummit  of  the  moun- 
tain appeared  to  be  wholly  fupported  by    thefc 
columns  rifing  perpendicularly   with   the   moll 
minute  mathematical  exa6lnefs.     The  whole  had 
a  moll  beautiful  appearance  of  human  ingenuity 
and  labour  ;  but  fince  it  is  not  poffiblc,  from  the 
rude  and  very  humble  race  of  beings  that  arc 
found  to  be  the  native  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try, to  fuppofe  they  could  have  been  capable  of 
raifmg  fuch  a  llrudure,  its  being  the  production 
of  nature,  cannot  be  qucllioned,  and  it  may  not 
be  prepollerous  to  infer,  that   it  has  been  from 
fimilar  phasnomena  that   man  has  received  that 
architedural  knowledge,  by  which  he  has  been 
enabled  to  raife  thole  malTy  labricks,  which  have 
ilood  for  ages  in  all  civilized  countries. 

In  this  cxcurfion  I  had  an  opportunity  of  fee- 
ing what  before  1  had  been  frequently  given  to 

underftand ; 
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undcrfland  ;  that  the  foil  improved  in  richnefs 
and  fertihty,  as  we  advanced  from  the  ocean  into 
the  interior  country. 

The  fituation  we  had  now  reached  was  an  ex- 
tcnfive  valley  between  two  ranges  of  lofty  moun- 
tains, whofe  more  elevated  parts  wore  a  fteril  and 
dreary  afpec^l,  whilil  the  fides  and  the  interven- 
ing bofom  fecmed  to  he  com])ofcd  of  a  luxuri;Ant 
foil.  On  the  former  fome  pine  trees  were  pro- 
duced of  dilfcrent  Ibrts,  though  of  no  great  fizc, 
and  the  latter  generally  fpeaking  was  a  natural 
pailure,  but  the  long  continuance  of  the  dry  wea- 
ther had  robbed  it  of  its  verdure,  and  had  ren- 
dered it  not  very  intereiling  to  the  eye  ;  yet  the 
Iiealthy  growth  of  the  oak,  both  of  the  Englifli 
and  holly-leaved  kind,  the  maple,  poplar,  willow, 
and  ftone  pine,  diflributed  over  its  furface  as 
well  in  clumps  as  in  (ingle  trees,  with  a  number 
of  ditferent  fiirubs,  plainly  lliewed  the  fuperior 
excellence  of  the  foil  and  fubftratum  in  thefe 
fituations,  to  that  which  was  found  bordering  on 
the  fea  fliore. 

The  fame  uninterrupted  ferenity  of  the  wea- 
ther continued,  and  on  Friday  evening  the  cou- 
rier from  St.  Diego  returned,  but  he  brought  no 
kind  of  intelligence  whatever ;  and  the  2-ltli 
being  th.c  day  fixed  for  the  return  of  the  cxprefs 
to  Mexico,  I  embraced  that  opportunity  for 
tranfmitting  to  the  Admiralty  a  brief  account  of 

our 
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our  tranfadlions  during  the  preceding  fummer, 
and  a  copy  of  our  furveys  made  in  that  and  the 
former  year,  which  had  been  prepared  far  that 
purpofc.  Thefc  documents,  agreeably  to  the 
advice  of  the  governor  and  our  other  Spanifh 
friends,  I  took  the  hberty  of  addreffing  to  the 
marquis  of  Branciforte,  viceroy  of  New  Spain, 
and  rcquefted  that  he  would  do  me  the  favor  of 
forw^arding  them  to  England  by  the  moft  early 
and  fafe  conveyance. 

All  expectation  of  Mr.  Broughton's  return  and 
of  his  rcfuming  the  command  of  the  Chatham 
being  now  at  an  end,  I  appointed  Lieutenant 
Puget  to  that  office,  Mr.  Baker,  and  Air.  Svvaine 
I  removed  to  be  the  firfl  and  fecond  lieutenants 
of  the  Difcovery  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Manby  I  ap- 
pointed to  the  vacant  licutenantcy,  and  Mr.  H. 
Humphreys,  to  be  the  mailer  of  the  Chatham  in 
his  room. 

Our  buflncfs  with  the  fliorc  now  began  to  draw 
nigh  to  a  conclufion  ;  the  yards,  topmafts,  and 
topgallant-mafts  were  got  up,  and  the  rigging  put 
into  condition  for  fca  fervice,  but  a  fufficient 
flock  of  water  was  however  not  yet  obtained  ; 
whilft  this  was  completing,  I  difpatched  Lieu- 
tenant Swaine  on  Thurfday  morning  the  27th 
with  three  boats  over  to  the  miffion  of  S^*  Cruz, 
in  order  to  procure  a  fupply  of  garden  fluff,  as 
the  continuation  of  the  dry  weather,  here,  had 
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made  every  fpccles  of  cfculcnt  vegetables  ex- 
tremely fcarce.  Mr.  Swaine  returned  on  Satur- 
day evening  the  2(jth,  having  been  tolerably 
fucccrsful,  fo  that  with  our  live  (lock  and  the 
other  refrcfliments  that  Monterrey  had  afforded, 
wc  were  likely  to  take  our  leave  of  it,  with  as 
good  a  (lore  for  the  prefervation  of  health,  and  to 
be  as  well  provided  for  the  long  and  diftant  paf- 
fagc  we  had  to  perform,  as  from  any  port  in  the 
known  world.  The  two  following  days  were 
employed  in  receiving  on  board  the  tents,  obfer- 
vatory,  inilruments,  and  all  other  matters  from 
the  fliorc,  and  in  getting  the  fliip  in  readinefs  to 
proceed. 

The  variety  of  obje<!^s  that  had  occupied  my 
time  vvhillt  at  Monterrey,  had,  as  at  Nootka,  pre- 
cluded my  attending  to  little  more  of  our  aftro- 
nomical  bufmcfs  than  that  of  afccrtaining  the 
rate  and  error  of  the  chronometers,  accordiu;'  to 
the  meridian  of  tliefe  places  as  fixed  by  our  for- 
mer obfcrvations  :  yet  I  had  confidcred  thefe  to 
be  of  fufficient  authority  to  anfwer  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  correcting  our  furvey  of  the  coaft  in  the 
rcfpedive  vicinity  of  thofe  flations.  By  com- 
parative obfervations  made  by  Mr.  Whidbey 
with  Mr.  Ramfden's  circular  inftrument,  and 
thofe  made  with  the  artificial  horizon  by  myfelf, 
I  was  in  hopes  of  adducing  further  reafons  in  fup- 
port  of  the  means  I  had  adopted  for  fixing  of  the 
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longitude,  and  for  corre6ling  our  general  furvey 
of  this  coaft  during  the  preceding  fummer,  be- 
tween Trinity  illands  and  cape  Decifion  ;  and  I 
had  the  fatistadion  to  find  the  fame  correfpond- 
ing  accuracy  at  Monterrey  as  had  appeared  at 
Nootka. 

On  the  1 3th  of  November  in  the  bay  of  Mon- 
terrey the  chronometers  flievved  the  following 
longitudes : 

Arnold's  No.  14,        -         -  238'' 

Ditto,  17O,        -  -  238 

Kendall's  -         -         -         237 

The  true  longitude  bcmg  238" 
25'  45",  Arnold's  No.  14  ap- 
peared to  be  24'  r>5",  Kendall's, 
2ry  30"  to  the  weft  ward,  and 
Arnold's  No.  i;{5,  ;'  20''  to  the 
caftward  of  the  true  longitude. 
And  by  altitudes  taken  on  fliore 
with  the  artificial  horizon  on  the 
28th  of  November,  Arnold's  No. 
14  was  found  to  be  fafl  of  mean 
time  at  Greenwich,  at  noon  on 
that  day,  .         -         .  r^u   ig/  23' 
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Fvcndall's  fall  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich,         -         -  9*^ 

And  gaining  on  mean  time  per 
day  at  the  rate  of        - 

By  equal  altitudes  taken  on 
lliore  with  the  circular  inftru- 
mcnt  between  the  1  3th  and  29th 
of  November,  the  following  arc 
the  rates  at  which  the  chrono- 
meters were  found  to  be  gaining 
per  day  ;  (viz.) 

Arnold's  No.  M, 

Ditto  i;e, 

Kendall's,  «         -  - 

The  very  inconfiderable  difference  between  the 
rates  thus  found,  and  thofe  afcertained  by  the 
artificial  horizon,  muft  be  received  as  a  proof  of 
the  corredlnefs  of  that  method,  which  fliould  be 
rcforted  to,  whenever  better  authority  cannot  be 
had. 

The  above  true  longitude,  latitude,  variation;^ 
and  inclination  of  the  marine  dipping  needle, 
were  found  to  corrcfpond  with  our  obfervations 
made  on  our  former  vifit,  to  this  place  in  De- 
cember, 1792. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Lcanjc  Monterrey — Some  Account  of  the  three  Marias 
JJlands — Proceed  to  the  Southward — AJironojni' 
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THE  method  that  had  been  purfued  to  pre- 
fervc  as  great  a  regularity  as  was  poffible 
in  the  rate  of  the  chronometers,  had  fo  far  fuc- 
cceded  with  No.  14,  that  its  rate  as  afcertained 
at  Nootkaand  at  Monterrey,  differed  only  54'"  ; 
this  made  me  very  anxious  to  fall  in  with  fome 
place  whofe  longitude  had  been  fettled  by  pro- 
'effcd  aftronomers,  by  which  means  the  accuracy 
of  our  calculations  would  be  confirmed,  or  the 
error  they  might  have  been  liable  to,  would  by 
fuch  comparifon  become  apparent ;  leaving  it  at 
the  difcrction  of  geographers,  or  of  thofe  who 
might  hereafter  follow  us,  to  adopt  or  rejed:  fuch 
corredlion  as  their  own  judgment  might  direft. 
For  this  purpofc,  no  flation  appeared  to  me  to  be 
fo  eligible  as  cape  St.  Lucas,  at  the  fouth  extrc- 
fnity  of  the  pcninfula  of  California,  (on  a  mode- 
rate computation  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  days 
fail  from  Monterrey,)  as  at  St.  Jofeph's,  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  that  promontory, 
Vol.  VI.  K  the 
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the  tranfit  of  Venus  had  been  obferved,  and  other 
allironomical  obfervations  had  been  made  by  pro- 
feilbrs  in  that  fcience,  whence  its  pofitive  fitua- 
tion  had  been  corredly  determined.  But  as  our 
obfervations  during  the  preceding  autumn  for 
iixingthe  longitude  of  the  coaft  of  New  Albion, 
fouthvvard  from  hence  to  the  30  th  degree  of  north 
latitude,  had  been  all  reduced  to  port  St.  Diego 
as  a  central  llation,  and  the  rate  of  the  chrono- 
meters for  correcting  that  furvey  had  been  there 
afcertained ;  I  deemed  it  expedient  to  ftcer  firft 
for  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe,  for  the  purpofe  of 
examining  whether  the  fituation  we  had  before 
ailigned  to  that  iiland  from  the  refult  of  thofe 
obfervations,  would  agree  with  the  longitude  in 
which  we  had  now  placed  Monterrey. 

With  a  frefh  breeze  from  the  N.  E.  attended 
with  fair  and  pleafant  weather,  on  Tuefday  the 
2d  of  December  we  quitted  Monterrey,  and  bad 
adieu  to  governor  Alava,  and  the  reft  of  our  Spa- 
nilh  friends,  from  whofe  a;rcat  kindnefs  and  hof- 
pitality  we  had  not  only  derived  much  relaxation 
and  happinefs,  but  by  their  attention  to  our  future 
wants,  we  had  every  profpeCl  of  a  continuation 
of  that  health,  which  now  feemcd  to  be  eftab- 
liflied,  by  the  refreflimcnts  we  had  there  pro- 
cured. 

From  Monterrey  bay  our  courfc  was  dircdcd 
to  the  S.  E.  but  in  the  evening  the  gale  died 

away, 
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away,  and  after  about  twelve  hours  calm,  it  was 
fucceeded  by  light  variable  adverfe  winds,  which 
continued  until  near  noon  on  Thurfday  the  4th, 
when  it  fixed  in  the  weflern  quarter,  blowing  a 
pleafant  gentle  breeze.     The  obferved  latitude 
was  35"  29^  longitude  238"  lO^     The  coaft  of 
New  Albion  was  ftill  in  fight,  bearing  by  com- 
pafs  from  N.  E.  to  N.  W.  by  N.     This  was  the 
laft  we  faw  of  it ;  the  wind  between  W.  N.  W. 
and  N.  N.  W.  gradually  increafed  to  a  pleafant 
gale,  which  by  the  evening  of  Monday  the  8th 
brought  us  in  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe ; 
this  we  paifcd  in  the  night,  and  from  the  obfer- 
vations  made  on  the  preceding  and  following 
day,  which  exa6Hy  agreed  with  the  Ihips  run  by 
the  log,  I  had  the  fatisfadion  of  finding  its  fitua- 
tion  exadlly  to  correfnond  with  that  which  we 
had  before  aflfigned  to  it ;  hence  it  is  fair  to  pre- 
fume,  that  the  whole  of  this  coaft  which  has 
fallen  under   our  examination,    has  been    laid 
down  relatively  correctly,  however  our  longitude 
may  be  found  to  vary  from  other  navigators  or 
obfervers. 

Having  afcertained  this  fadl,  and  being  un- 
willing to  lofe  any  opportunity  by  which  the  ad- 
vancement of  geography  might  in  tiie  flighteft 
degree  be  furthered,  I  fleered  over  to  the  coaft  of 
California,  for  the  purpofe  of  fixing  in  our  way 
towards  cape  St.  Lucas,  the  pofition  of  fome  of 
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the  moft  proje<?ling  points  between  that  promon- 
tory, and  the  part  where  we  had  quitted  its  Ihores 
the  foregoing  autumn;  but  in  fo  doing  I  had  no 
intention  of  approaching  fufficiently  near  to  at- 
tempt  a  minute  delineation  of  the  coaft. 

At  day-light  in  the  morning  of  Tuefday  the 
Qth  we  had  fight  of  the  iiland  of  Cerros,  bearing 
by  compafs  from  E.  N.  E.  to  N.  E.  about  ten 
leagues  diflant.     This  is  reprefented  in  the  Spa- 
ni(h  charts  to  be  about  ten  leagues  long,  and  to  be 
lying  before  an  extenfive  bay,  on  the  Ihorcs  of  the 
peninfula.     The  fouth-weftern  point  of  this  bay 
is  a  very  projecting  promontory  named  Morro 
Hcrmofo :  weft  from  thence  is  laid  down  a  fmallcr 
iiland  called  Natividad.     To  thefe  as  the  day 
advanced   we  drew  fomewhat  nearer,  but   the 
land  was  ftill  too  far  off  to  admit  of  our  forming 
any  corrcd  judgment  as  to  the  productions  of  the 
country,  or  the  fhape  of  its  fhores.     Thofc  of  the 
ifland  of  Cerros  wore  an  uneven  broken  appear- 
ance, though  on  a  nearer  view  they  fecmed  to  be 
all  connected.     The  fouthern  part,  which  is  the 
highcft,  is  occupied  by  the  bafc  of  a  very  remark- 
able and  lofty  peaked  mountain,  that  defccnds  in 
a  very  peculiar  rugged  manner,  and  by  projecting 
into  the  fca,  forms  the  fouth-weft  end  of  the 
ifland  into  a  low  craggy  rocky  point ;  this  as  we 
pafled  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues,  fcem- 
ed,  like  the  other  part  of  the  ifland,  to  be  dcfti- 
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tute  of  trees,  and  nearly  lo  of  all  other  vegetable 
produc^Hons.     Natividad  appeared   to  be  more 
moderately  elevated,  and  at  noon  bore  by  compafs 
N.  70  E.;   the  fouth-eaft  point  of  the  ifland  of 
Cerros,  N.  40  E. ;  the  peaked  mountain,  N.  37 
E. ;  its  fouth-weft  point,  N.  27  E.;  its  north- 
wefternmoft  part  in  fight,  N.  20  E. ;  and  ifle  de 
St.  Benito,  which  is  a  fmall  ifland,  feemingly 
with  lome   rocks  and  iflets  about  it,  N.  U  W. 
diftant  eight  or  nine  leagues.     In  this  fituation 
the  obferved  latitude  was  27''  5\%  longitude  by 
Arnold's  No.   14,  244"  38|',  by  Kendall's  244* 
38i'  and  by  Arnold's  No.  17O,   244"  54^     The 
variation,  by  the  furvcying  compafs,  was  at  this 
time  8°  eaftwardly. 

The  weather  continued  to  be  fair  and  pleafant, 
and,  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  north- weft, 
we  proceeded  along  the  ihore.     In  the  afternoon 
we  had  fight  of  what  we  fuppcfed  was  Mono 
Hermofo,  which  at  that  diftancc  appeared  to  be 
infular,  and,  like  Natividad,  feemed  to  be  mor 
derately  elevated.     Although   we  were  too  faf 
diftant  to  attempt  an  accurate  delineation  of  thefc 
lliores,  yet  we  were  enabled  pretty  clearly  to  aft- 
certain   the   pofition  of  their   moft  prominent 
points,  and,  from  the  refult  of  our  calculations, 
the  illand  of  Cerros  appeared  to  form  oa  its  weft)- 
cm  fide  a  deep  bay,  between  its  north -weft  and 
fouth-weft  points,  which  are  about  five  leagues 
" '.'/  K  3  apart; 
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apart,  in  a  diredionN.  20  E.  and  S.  20  W. ;  the 
peaked  mountain  being  the  part  whofe  fituation 
we  were  beft  able  to  fix,  is  in  latitude  28"  8', 
longitude  244"  58^  From  this  mountain  the 
ifland  St.  Benito  lies  N.  05  W.  at  the  diftance 
of  twenty  miles,  and  the  ifland  of  Natividad 
S.  4  E.  diftant  fourteen  miles.  The  latter  ap- 
peared to  be  about  four  miles  long,  in  a  S.  E. 
and  N.  W.  diredion,  and,  like  the  ifland  of  Cer- 
ros,  prefented  a  barren  and  dreary  afpe6l.  Be- 
hind it  was  the  point  which  we  had  taken  for 
Morro  Hermofo,  in  latitude  2/''  52',  longitude 
245°  7'-  The  channels  round  thefc  iflands,  and 
between  them  and  the  main  land,  are,  in  the 
Spanifli  charts,  reprefented  as  clear  and  navigable ; 
we  were  not,  however,  fufficicntly  nigh  to  them 
to  fatisfy  ourfelvcs  in  this  particular.  During  the 
night  our  courfe  was  dircded  more  foutherly, 
which,  although  it  kept  us  within  fight  of  the 
land,  yet  by  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  loth, 
it  had  increafed  our  diftance  further  from  the 
eoaft  than  I  had  rcafon  to  expeifl,  from  the  way 
in  which  it  has  been  laid  down.  We  were  now 
at  the  diftance  of  12  to  14  leagues,  and  whether 
the  parts  in  fight  were  or  were  not  immediately 
on  the  fea  fliore,  it  was  not  poflible  for  us.  to  de- 
termine, but  the  fliore  was  fufficicntly  marked  to 
admit  of  our  making  the  necefl'ary  obfcrvations, 
as  we  failed  along  it,  for  the  objed  I  had  in 
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view^  The  northernmoft  point  in  fight  at  noon, 
being  the  fame  land  that  had  formed  the  norths 
em  extremity  ever  fmce  the  morning,  bore  by 
compafs  N.  3  W.  diftant  feventcen  leagues,  a 
particular  high  part,  appearing  to  form  the  north 
point  of  a  bay  or  opening  on  the  coafl,  N.  1  7  E, 
at  the  fame  diflance  ;  and  what  appeared  to  form 
a  very  confpicuous  point,  from  whence  the  coaft 
fecmed  to  take  a  very  eaftwardly  turn,  N.  25  E. 
diftant  thirteen  leagues.  In  this  fituation  the 
obferved  latitude  was  26"  48',  longitude  245** 
2O4';  and,  if  the  above  eftimations  be  corred, 
the  latter  point  will  be  found  to  lie  in  latitude 
27"  20^  longitude  2i5"  49'.  Several  turtles 
were  feen  at  this  time  on  the  furface  of  the  fea, 
one  of  which  was  taken  by  our  fmall  boat.  To- 
wards fun-fct  the  weather  became  cloudy,  the 
wind  veered  to  the  fouthvvard,  and  threatened  us 
"with  a  heavy  rain,  but  by  midnight  the  wind  re- 
fumed  its  north-weft  diredion,  and  the  weather 
became  fair  and  pleafant.  Not  being  in  fight  of 
the  coaft,on  Thurfday  morning  the  1 1th,  I  fteer- 
ed  more  to  the  caftward,  and  by  day-light  on 
Friday  the  12th  wx  were  within  fight  of  a  high 
round  mountain,  which  we  fuppofed  vsas  on  the 
main  land  of  the  penlnfula,  bearing  by  compafs 
N.  E.  lE.  .  ■  .  ,  ,  :  y.  ,  ,V 
'  The  part  of  the  ocean  in  which  we  had  now 
arrived  abounded  ,with  boiiitos,  albicores,  and 
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Other  fifhes  of  the  tropical  regions,  with  a  great 
many  turtles.     Thefe  feemed  fo  perfectly  indif- 
ferent to  any  interruption  that  we   occafioned 
them,  either  by  palling  near  to,  or  even  over 
them,  that  I  was  induced  to  fend  the  fmall  boat 
to  take  fome  of  them  up,  and  in  about  half  an 
hour  (he  returned  loaded  with  thirteen  very  fine 
green  ones,   each  weighing  from  feventy  to  two 
hundred  pounds.     They  all  proved  to  be  ex- 
tremely good  eating.     Some  of  them  were  ftuck 
with  the  turtle  peg,  butmoftof  them  were  taken 
into  the  boat  unhurt.     The  obferved  latitude 
at  noon  was  25°  11',  longitude  24/°  48V,  and 
the  variation  of  the  compafs  Q°  eaftwardly.     The 
above   high  round  mountain  at  this  time  bore 
N.  30  E.  diftant  25   leagues,  and  land  fuppof:d 
by  us  to  be  an  iflpnd,  S.  35  E.;  to  the  eaftward 
of  which  our  courfe  was  dire(5lei  until  two  in  the 
afternoon,  when  our  conjectures  were  difcovered 
to  have  been  ill  founded ;  for,   inftcad  of  this 
land  proving  to  be  an  ifland,  it  formed  the  weft 
point  of  a  fpacious  open  bay,  the  contiguous 
ihor^'s  to  which  were  very  low,  and  bounded  by 
breakers,  whilA  the  more  interior  country  rofe 
in. fmall  detached  hillocks,  giving  the  whole  from 
the  deck  the  appearance  of  a  group  of  iflands,  but 
from  the  maft-head  it  was  feen  to  be  all  con- 
hecJle^,  'for  which  feafon  we  hauled  our  wind, 
find  pafed 'to  the  weft  ward  of  this  land,  which, 
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in  every  point  of  view,  even  at  a  very  little  dif- 
tance,  feemed  to  be  infular,  owing  to  the  lov^nefi 
of  the  land  to  the  eaftward  of  the  elevated  part 
that  forms  the  point,  and  which,  in  a  fouth-eall 
and  north-weft  dire<ftion,  appeared  to  occupy  an 
extent  of  about  five  miles.     It  is  highcft  in  the 
centre,  from  whence  its  north-weftcrn  extremity 
fhoots  out  and  defcends  gradually  to  a  low  point 
of  land,  with  an  even  furface,  but  in  every  othct 
part  the  acclivity  was  fteep  and  irregular;  and 
the  furface,  broken  into  deep  chafms,  terminates 
at  the  water-fide  in  abrupt  rocky  clitrs.     On  its 
northern  fide  lies  an  iilct  with  fome  rocks  at  a 
little  diftance  from  the  Ihore,  on  which  there  was 
an  appearance  of  fome  verdure  and  fertility,  hut 
where  its  furface  was  rocky  and  broken  it  had  a 
fteril  and  barren  afpect.     In  the  evening  we  paf- 
fed  within  about  five  miles  of  this  point,  which 
I  fuppofed  was  the  fouth  point  of  the  bay  de  la 
Magdalina,  and  which,  according  to  our  obferva- 
tions,  is  fituatcd  in  latitude  24^   5"',  longitude 
24/°  50',  from  whence,  in  a  fouth-caft  diredion, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  three  or  four  leagues,  is 
another  elevated  part  of  the  coaft,  which,  like  the 
former,  at  a  little  diftance,  has  the  appearance  of 
being  infular.     As  the  coaft,  for  fome  extent  to 
the  fouth-caft  ward  of  this  ftation,  is  in  the  Spaniili 
charts  reprefented  as  low,  and  dangerous  to  ap- 
proach, we  ftrctched  to  the  fouth-eaftward  during 
>  the 
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the  night,  and  on  Saturday  morning  the  13th, 
there  being  no  land  in  fight,  we  Itood  to  the 
eaftward,  and  foon  regained  a  diftant  view  of  tb , 
coaft,  which  was  high  and  mountainous. 

Being  favored  with  a  fine  gale  from  the  north- 
"wefl,  and  dehghtfully  pleafant  weather,  we  made 
great  progrefs  towards  the  land,  for  which  we 
continued  to  ftcer  until  nine  in  the  evening; 
when,  being  in  80  fathoms  water,  and  conceiv- 
ing the  land  to  be  not  far  off,  we  hauled  to  the 
wind  and  plied  under  an  eafy  fail,  with  found- 
ings from  80  to  QO  fathoms,  until  five  on  Sunday 
morning  the  1-lth,  when  we  again  ftood  towards 
the  land,  and  to  our  great  furprize,  at  day-light, 
found  it  to  be  eight  leagues  diftant,  and  bearing 
by  compafs  from  N.  54  E.  to  S.  (38  E„  By  ten 
in  the  forenoon  we  were  within  about  three 
leagues  of  the  (hore,  at  which  time  we  bore 
away,  and  fteered  for  cape  St.  Lucas.  The  parts 
of  the  coaft  to  which  we  were  now  oppofite 
were  in  a  great  meafurc  compofed  ot  ftecp  white 
rocky  cliffs,  from  whence  the  country  rofe  with 
a  very  broken  and  uneven  furt'ace  to  a  ridge  of 
ftupendous  mountains,  which  were  vifiblc  at  a 
great  dlftance  into  the  ocean.  The  fliores  jut 
put  into  fmall  projeding  points  that  terminate 
in  abrupt  cliffs,  and  having  lefs  elevated  land 
behind  them,  gave  them  at  firft  the  appearance 
of  being  detached  iflands  along  the  coaft,  but,  on 

a  nearer 
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a  nearer  approach,  this  did  not  fecm  to  Ix:  the 
cafe.  The  general  face  of  the  country  was  not 
very  inviting,  being  dcftitutc  of  trees  and  other 
vegetable  produdlions.  .    i.  > 

The  obfervcd  latitude  at  noon  was  25^  12', 
longitude  2r>0",  and  the  variation  of  the  compais 
7"  eaftwardly.  At  this  time  the  north  em  m  oft 
part  of  the  exterior  coaft  of  California  in  fight 
bore  by  compafs  N.  15  E.  the  nearcft  ihore 
N.  03  E.  diftant  three  leagues,  and  a  point  to 
the  northward  of,  and  intercepting  our  view  of 
cape  St.  Lucas  3.  Sg  E.  diftant  fix  leagues,  be- 
yond which  the  cape  foon  appeared,  and  was 
found  to  lie  from  that  point  S.  47  E.  diftant  two 
leagues.  In  the  afternoon  we  paflcd  this  point, 
or  promontory,  which  gradually,  though  not 
very  regularly,  defcendsfrom  the  range  of  moun- 
tains before  mentioned,  and  terminates  at  its 
fouth  extremity  in  a  hummock  of  low,  or  very 
moderately  elevated  land,  that  had  the  fame 
rocky  fteril  appearance  as  that  we  had  been  op- 
pofite  to  in  the  morning.  • 

The  "vveather  had  been  very  favorable  to  the 
objeft  I  had  had  in  view  in  thus  direding  our 
courfe  to  the  fouth  ward.  According  to  our  ob- 
fervations  cape  St.  Lucas  is  fituated  in  latitude 
22°  52'  longitude  250*^  lO'  J 8".  The  very 
fliarp  turn  which  the  coaft  takes  from  that  point 
towards  the  gulph  of  California,  enable^  us  in  a 
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Very  precirc  manner  to  afcertain  the  moft  pro- 
jelling  part  of  the  cape,  which  according  to  the 
Spanilh  charts,  and  the  information  I  had  pro- 
cured from  the  Spaniards  themfelves,  is  fituatcd 
under  the  fame  meridian  as  their  eftablilhment 
of  St.  Jofeph,  and  which  agreeably  to  the  Spanifh 
printed  chart  compiled  by  Miguel  Coftanfo  in 
1770,  is  ftated  to  be  in  latitude  23°  3'  42",  lon- 
gitude 250*^  17'  30".  On  the  confirmation  of 
our  calculations  by  this  authority  I  derived  much 
gratification,  as  I  had  now  great  reafon  to  pre- 
fumc,  that  the  pofition  of  the  weflern  coaft  of 
America  between  cape  St.  Lucas  in  California, 
and  cape  Douglas  in  Cook's  inlet,  as  heretofore 
ftated  by  me,  would  be  found  tolerably  corrc<ft. 
The  very  trivial  variation  that  had  occurred  in 
the  rate  of  Arnold's  No.  14  for  the  preceding 
two  or  three  months,  induced  me  to  place  my 
principal  reliance  upon  it,  and  by  which  the  lon- 
gitude of  cape  St.  Lucas  differed  from  the  above, 
only  1'  12".  By  Arnold's  No.  82  on  board  the 
Chatham,  the  longitude  of  the  cape  was  250^  Q^; 
Arnold's  No.  17O,  gave  250°  37';  and  Ken- 
dall's, 250**  2V  SO".  From  thefe  feveral  refults 
it  fhould  fcem,  that  Arnold's  No.  1 7O  varied 
moft  from  the  truth  ;  and  as  I  have  had  occafion 
before  to  obferve,  this  deviation  may  pofTibly 
have  arifcn  by  the  motion  it  received  on  its 
r  ii:  ri:  lin.:^.  ,:r  ...i.n  ji;^':  /  ..-     ^ -  j  mu  ,.:  being 
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being  taken  on  fliore,  for  the  purpofe  of  difcovcr- 
ing  its  rate  of  going.         Lm  *        -,       ,    ■ 

As  the  fituation  of  the  Marias  iflands  lying  be- 
tween cape  St.  Lucas  and  cape  Corientes  before 
the  port  of  St.  Bias,  had  been  varioufly  defined 
by  different  perfons,  and  as  thefe  iflands  were 
nearly  in  our  route,  an  opportunity  was  likely  to 
be  afforded  me  for  determining  their  pofition ; 
and  on  confidering  the  length  of  the  palfage  we   . 
had  yet  to  perform,  I  was  induced  to  hope  wc 
might  at  thofe  iflands  be  able  to  recruit  our 
flock  of  water ;  for  thcfe  reafons  our  courfe  was 
direded  towards  the  Marias,  with  a  frcfh  gale 
from    the .  northward,    and  delightful  weather. 
The  fea  ftill  abounded  with  fifli,  and  feveral 
turtle  were  feen  ;  but  as  out  former  fupply  was 
not   yet   exhaufled,   and  as  the  gale   was  too 
favorably  tempting  to  admit  of  a  niomcnt's  de- 
lay, they  remained  unmolefled.  -        , 
»    According  to  Dampier,  the  iflands  for  which 
wc  were  then  fleering  are  fituated  E.  S.  E.  at  the 
diflance  of  40  leagues  from  cape  St.  Lucas ;  ac- 
cording to  the  Spanifh  chart  4/  leagues  ;  and  by 
the  Spanifli  MS.  chart  they  are  ftated  to  be  Oo 
leagues  from  that  promontory.     This  irrecon- 
cilable difference  rendered  it  no  eafy  tafk  to  de- 
termine on  which  to  rely  ;  the  difference  in  the 
Spanifh  charts  rendered  the  accuracy  of  each 
equally  queilionabjc,  and  our  own  experience 
:'.  .  had 
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had  proved  botli  of  them  to  be  very  erroneous  in 
fcvcral  inflanccs.     Under  this  uncertainty,  about 
nine  o'clock  on  Monday  the  1 5th,  at  night,  being 
then  42  leagues  trom  cape  St.  Lucas,  and  in  the 
diredion  in  which  the  Marias  were  faid  tc  lie, 
we  plied  under  an  ealy  fail  until  the  next  morning, 
Tuefday  the  lOth,  when  wc  made  all  fail,  fleering 
to  the  E.  S.  E.  which   courfe,  by  nine  in  the 
forenoon,  brought  us  in  fight  of  thofe  iflands, 
bearing  by  compafs  E.  |  N. ;  in  this  direction  we 
inftantly  ilccred,  but  as  wc  were  not  fufficiently 
up  with  the  land  to  gain  anchorage  before  dark, 
the  night  was  paiTed  in  prefcrving  our  fituation 
with  the  land,   and  in  the  mortiing  of  Wcdnef- 
day  the  1  7th,  we  ftcercd  for  the  pallage  between 
the  northcrnnioil   and    the   middle,   or  Prince 
George's  iHand,   fo  diftinguifhed   by  Dampier. 
The  moll  nortliern   and  largeft   ifland  of  this 
group,  is  about  thirteen  miles  long,  in  a  S.  E. 
by  E.  and  N^  W.  by  W.   direction,  which  ift 
alfo  nciirly  the  line  in  which  thefc  iflands  feem- 
cd  to  lie  from  each  other.     As  we  pafled  along 
the  northcrnmoll  ifland  it  appeared  to  be  but 
moderately   elevated,  notwithfl:anding   that  wc 
had  defcried  it  at  the  diftance  of  near  1 8  leagues ; 
its  highell  part  is  towards  the  fouth,  from  whence 
it  gradually  defcends  and  terminates  in  a  long 
low   point  at  its  north-weft  extremity,    which 
according  to  our  obfervations  is  (ituated  S.  08  E. 

and 
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«nd  at  the  diftance  of  04  leagues  from  cape  St. 
Lucas.  A  low  detached  iflet,  and  a  remarkably 
flecp  white  cliffy  rock,  lie  off  this  point  of  the 
ifland,  whofc  (horcs  are  alfo  compofed,  buc  par- 
ticularly fo  on  its  fouth-weft  fide,  of  fteep  white 
rocky  cliffs ;  the  fame  fort  of  fubftance  fecmed 
to  be  its  principal  component  part,  and  although 
in  feme  places  it  was  tolerably  well  covered  with 
low  flirubs,  yet  upon  the  whole  it  prefented  but 
a  dreary  and  unproductive  fcene.  Its  fouth-eaft- 
ern  extremity,  which  like  wife  dcfcends  gradually 
from  the  fummit  of  the  illand,  terminates  alfo 
in  a  low  projeding  point  with  fome  rocks  lying 
off  from  it.  On  either  fide  is  a  fmall  bay ;  that 
on  the  eaftern  fide  is  bounded  by  a  beach,  alter- 
nately compofed  of  rocks  and  fand,  and  as  wc 
gained  foundings  of  35  fathoms  at  fome  diliancc 
as  wc  pafled  by  it,  little  doubt  was  entertained 
of  its  affording  good  anchorage,  provided  the 
bottom  fnould  be  good ;  as  it  is  protected  againlt 
the  general  prevailing  winds.  The  larf  however 
broke  with  ibme  violence  on  its  fliores,  and  as 
it  did  not  feem  from  the  fcanty  portion  of  its 
vegetable  produdions,  and  the  apparent  drynefs 
of  the  foil,  to  poffefs  what  we  principally,  and 
indeed  only  wanted,  water;  we  proceeded  to- 
wards thatllation  which  Woods  Rogers  defcribes 
to  have  occupied,  and  where  about  the  fame 
feafon  of  the  year,  lie  procured  a  great  fupply  of 
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excellent  water.  This  was  on  the  north-eaft 
fide  of  Prince  George's  Ifland.  In  our  way  thi- 
ther we  palTcd  hctween  Prince  George's  and  the 
north  wtftcrnmoft  ifland,  in  a  pafTage  about  fix 
miles  wide,  with  foundings  from  20  to  40  fa- 
thoms, fandy  bottom,  and  fo  far  as  we  became 
acquainted  with  its  navigation,  it  is  free  from 
danger  or  interruption.  The  fouth-weil  fide  of 
Prince  George's  ifland  is  bounded  by  detached 
rocks  lying  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  its  ihores ; 
thcfe  in  general,  but  more  fo  on  its  northern  and 
cailern  fide,  defccnd  gradually  from  the  center 
of  the  ifland  (whofe  fumrnit  is  nearly  as  high  as 
that  of  the  northernmoft  ifland,)  and  terminate 
at  the  water-flde  in  a  fine  fandy  beach.  This  was 
infinitely  more  verdant  than  the  other  ifland,  as 
its  vegetable  productions  extended  from  the  more 
elevated  parts  to  the  wafli  of  the  fea,  and  grew 
with  fome  luxuriance  though  we  did  not  per- 
ceive any  trees  of  great  fize  on  the  ifland,  noi' 
did  it  feem  to  afford  any  ilreams  or  runs  of  frefli 
water.  Some  gullies  were  feen  as  we  pafl'ed 
along,  which  in  addition  to  the  cheerful  appear- 
ance of  the  country,  flattered  us  with  the  hope, 
that  on  further  examination  they  would  be  found 
to  afford  us  the  fupply  of  water  we  needed. 
Having  fliortly  after  noon,  reached  the  fpot 
pointed  out  by  lormer  vifitors  as  moft  likely  to 
furnifli  this  eflTcntial  article,  we  anchored  on  a 
:     ..     .  clear 
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clear  fandy  bottom,  in  l  o  fathoms  water,  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Hiore,  on  the 
north-callern  fide  of  Prince  George's  ifland ;  its 
eaft  point  bearing  by  compafs  S.  l6  E.  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  diftant ;  its  north-eaft  point, 
N.  08  W.  diftant  two  miles  ;  the  north  point  of 
the  northernmoft  ifland,  N.  40  W.  about  fix 
leagues  difiant ;  and  the  moft  fouthcrn  ifland, 
which  is  the  fmallefl,  from  S.  21  E.  to  S.  45  E. 
about  four  leagues  diftant. 

Two  boats  were  immediately  difpatched  with 
Mr.  Whidbey  and  Mr.  Manby  in  different  direc- 
tions in  queft  of  water,  which  however,  if  found, 
could  not  be  got  on  board  without  fome  diffi- 
culty, on  account  of  the  furf  which  broke  on 
every  part  of  the  fliore,  but  not  fo  violently  as 
to  prevent  the  parties  from  landing.  In  the 
evening  both  returned ;  Mr.  Whidbey  had  ex- 
tended his  excurfion  to  the  north -weft  ward  from 
our  anchorage,  without  finding  any  water,  and 
Mr.  Manby  had  been  equally  unfuccefsful  to  the 
fouth-caftward  I'ound  the  fouth  point  of  the 
ifland.  On  its  fouth- eaft  fide  the  beds  of  many 
fpacious  water  courfes  were  feen,  which  in  the 
rainy  feafon  appeared  to  give  vent  to  copious 
ftreamS)  as  fome  of  them  were  twenty  feet  in 
width.  In  ibme  a  moiftnefs  was  obferved,  and 
Mr.  Manby  was  of  opinion,  that  by  digging  wells, 
water  might  have  been  procured,     A  fupply  by 
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this  means  was  however  precarious,  and  as  wc 
could  not  devote  any  time  to  uncertainties,  I 
determined  to  depart  wiu  out  further  delay,  and 
at  eight  o'clock  wc  wevc  again  under  fail. 

Our  vifit  t)  thefe  iflands  not  having  afforded 
lis  an  opportunity  of  making  a  very  accurate  de- 
lineation of  their  Ihorcs,  or  of  acquiring  fuch 
information  as  might  render  them  objcth  vror- 
thy  the  particular  attention  of  future  vifitors  to 
thefe  feas,  I  have  not  fubjoined  any  flcetch  of 
them,  and  fliall  content  myfelf  by  noticing,  that 
the  anchorage  we  quitted,  is  fituated  according 
to  our  obfervations  made  on  the  preceding  day, 
and  the  day  after  we  failed  (not  having  obtained 
any  obfervations  on  the  day  of  our  arrival  and 
departure)   in  latitude   21°  28',   longitude  253" 
54';  and   that    in   a  diredion    N.  50  W.  and 
S.  50  E. ;  thefe  iflands  occupy  a  fpacc  of  about 
14  leagues;  the  length  of  the  northernmoft  has 
been  already  llated,   its  breadth  is  about  nine 
miles ;  the  next  in  fize  and  dircdion  is  Prince 
George's  ifland,   this  is  about  eight  leagues  in 
circuit ;  and  the  third,  or  fouth-eafternmoft,  is 
about  nine   miles   round.     In   navigating  near 
them  we  obfervcd  no  danger ;   fome  detached 
iflcts  and  rocks  arc  about  the  fliores,  but  all  arc 
ihtHcicntly  confpicuous  to  be  avoided  ;  and  the 
regularity  of  the  foundings,  fo  far  as  our  exami- 
nation extended,  gave  us  realbn  to  believe,  that 
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fecure  anchorage  might  be  obtained  againft  the 
prevailing  winds,  at  a  commodious  diftance  from 
the  fhore. 

From  the  gentlemen  who  had  landed  (being 
myfelf  from  the  the  ill  ftate  of  my  health  unable 
to  go  on  iliore)  I  became  acquainted,  that  the 
foil  of  Prince  George's  ifland  feemed  to  be  prin- 
cipally of  a  fandy  nature,  on  which  the  chief 
valuable    produd:ion  was   lignum    vita,    befides 
which,  was  an   almoft  impenetrable  thicket  of 
fmall  trees  and  buflies  of  a  thorny  nature,  toge- 
ther with  the  prickly  pear,  and  fome  plants  of 
the  orange  and  lemon  tribe  ;  the  whole  growing 
as  clofe  to  the  water  fide  as  the  wafh  of  the  furf 
would  permit.     Some  of  the  lignum  vita  which 
was  . '       'ofe  to  the  beach  and  brought  on  board, 
work  '/  jLp  full  eight  inches  in  diameter  at  heart; 
this  wood  was  very  ponderous,  of  a  clofe  black 
grain,  and  extremely  hard.     Before  this  time  I 
did  not  recoiled:  to  have  met  with  this  fpecies  of 
wood  growing  on  any  of  the  iflands  in  thefe  feasj 
and  it  is  not  improbable,  that  in  the  more  inte- 
rior parts  of  this  ifland  the  trees  may  be  of  a 
much  larger  fizc.     About  the  outfkirts  of  the 
woods,  for  excepting  where  in  the  rainy  feafon 
the  defcending  waters  had  formed  a  path,  the 
thicket  was  impenetrable  ;  many  birds  were  feen, 
thofe  of  the  larger  kind  were  hawks  of  fevcral 
Ibrts,  green  parrots  with  yellow  heads,  paroquets, 
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pigeons,  doves,  and  a  variety  of  fmall  birds,  many 
of  which  were  of  beautiful  plumage.  Pelicans, 
gulls,  curlews,  terns,  and  fandpipers  were  ob- 
fcrved,  but  no  quadrupeds  were  fccn,  although 
in  the  fand  on  the  bottom  of  fome  of  the  water- 
courfes  Mr.  Manby  noticed  the  footing  of  an 
animal,  which  he  confidered  to  be  about  the  fize 
of  a  {ox ;  many  turtle  tracks  were  on  the  beach, 
and  nearly  a  hundred  of  dead  manatee,  or  fea- 
cows,  were  lodged  at  fome  diftancc  beyond  the 
prefent  range  of  the  furf.  The  carcafles  of  thcfe 
animals,  from  their  then  ilate  of  putrefaction, 
were  confidered  by  Mr.  Manby  to  have  been  fo 
left  about  ten  or  twelve  days  before,  and  as  they 
all  feemed  to  be  nearly  in  the  fame  Hate  of  de- 
cay, the  only  conjedure  that  could  be  realbnably 
formed,  was,  that  they  had  been  fo  depofitcd  in  a 
violent  foutherly  ftorm.  They  were  eagerly  de- 
voured by  the  vultures,  hawks,  and  other  birds  of 
prey  that  had  aifembled  about  them  in  great 
numbers,  and  it  appeared  to  be  not  improbable 
that  the  carnivorous  animals  of  the  Marias  are 
frequently  regaled  with  fuch  fumptuous  rcpafts, 
for,  bcfides  the  fea-cows  that  remained  intirc, 
the  fkcletons  of  many  hundreds  of  the  fame  or 
fimiiar  animals  had  been  in  like  manner  call  on 
fliore,  at  more  remote  and  different  periods.  A 
variety  of  fifh  common  to  the  tropical  regions 
were  fecn  in  great  numbers  about  the  fliores ; 
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amongft  thefe  the  fharks  were  very  bold  and 
daring,  they  followed  the  boats,  and  made  re- 
peated attempts  to  catch  the  oars,  in  which  one 
of  tlicm  at  length  fucceedcd,  but  with  the  lofs 
of  five  of  its  teeth,  which  w^re  left  in  the  blade 
of  the  oar.  A  few  fnakes  and  guannas  were  alfp 
feen,  and  fome  of  the  latter  were  very  good  eat- 
ing. No  traces  of  human  vifitors  were  per- 
ceived, though  on  (hore  fome  drift  wood  was 
found,  with  evident  marks  of  its  having  been 
worked  or  hewn  with  European  tools. 

This  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  fubftance  of 
the  information  we  acquired  by  calling  at  thefe 
iflands,  which  are  not  more  than  lOo  leagues 
from  Acapulco,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
St.  Bias.  In  the  Spanifli  M.  S.  chart  they  are 
placed  weft  from  that  port,  at  the  dlftance  of 
about  20  leagues,  which  appeared  to  correfpond 
cxadly  with  our  obfcrvations,  in  refped:  to  the 
bearings  from  cape  St.  Lucas,  and  to  differ  only 
three  leagues  in  the  diftancc  from  that  promon- 
tory ;  this  was  further  proved  (fb  far  as  eftimatcd 
diflanccs  could  be  relied  upon)  by  the  dlflant 
view  we  had  had  of  the  continent  in  that  direc- 
tion at  our  laft  place  of  anchorage  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  theft  iflands  do  not  fcem  to  have 
engaged  or  attra(5ted  the  attendon  of  the  Spanifli 
government. 

As  on  leaving  the  Marias  it  was  my  intention 
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to  make  cape  Corientes,  in  order  to  afcertain  its 
latitude  and  longitude,  our  courfe  was  diieded 
between  the  illands  and  the  main  land  ;  fleering 
well  to  the  eaftward  at  firft,  in  order  that  wc 
might  avoid  a  flioal  faid  to  extend  fome  diftance 
from  the  fhores  of  the  fouthernmoll  of  the  Ma- 
rias ;  at  midnight  we  purfued  a  more  foutherly 
courfe,  but  the  wind,  though  attended  with  fine 
pleafant  weather,  was  fo  moderate,  that  at  day- 
li,2;ht  on  Thurfday  the  18th,  the  iflands  we  had 
left  were  flill  in  fight,  bearing  by  compats  the 
fouthernmofl  from  N.  82  W.  to  N.  72  W.; 
Prince  George's  ifland,fromN.  7oW.toN.04  W.; 
the  call:  point  of  the  northernmofl,  N.  58  W.; 
and  a  dillant  view  of  the  continental  fliore  from 
N.  E.  by  N.  to  E.  by  S.  This  was  too  remote 
to  form  any  judgment  refpcdiug  the  country, 
further  than  its  appearing  to  have  a  very  lotty 
and  uneven  furface,  fwelling  into  various  emi- 
nences of  different  forms  and  mac^nit^dc. 

The  obferved  latitude  at  noon  was  2l",  lon- 
gitude 254°  27',  and  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pals  7°  30'  eaftwardly.  In  this  fituation  the 
high  land  over  cape  Corientes  bore  by  compafs 
S.  25  E.,  land  appearing  like  a  fmall  llland,  lying 
at  fome  dlilance  from  the  continent  S.  tifi  K.; 
the  northernmofl  part  of  the  main  land  In  fight 
N.  N.  E.,  and  the  fouthernmofl:  of  the  Marian 
flands  N.  58  W.,  diftant  nine  Ica.'.uics.     Much 
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to  our  furprize,  in  the  afternoon  we  approached 
a  fmall  black  rugged  rock,  or,  more  properly 
fpeaking,  a  clofcly  connected  cluftcr  of  fmall 
rocks,  which  though  deferving  of  attention,  from 
their  fituation,  and  the  fafety  of  the  navigation 
between  cape  Coricntcs,  St.  Bias,  and  the  Marias, 
yet  they  are  not  inferted  in  either  of  the  Spanifh 
charts,  nor  do  they  appear  to  have  been  noticed 
by  any  former  vif  or  h  whofe  obferv-^tions  I 
have  become  acquuintea.  The  fpace  thc^  oc- 
cupy does  not  appear  to  exceed  the  dimenfions 
of  a  large  iliip's  hull,  nor  are  they  much  higher. 
They  arc  at  a  great  diftance  from  any  land,  and, 
ih  far  as  we  could  perceive  on  paffing  by  them 
at  the  dillancc  of  about  half  a  league,  the  water 
near  them  appeared  to  be  deep  in  every  diredion. 
We  could  not  gain  foundings  clofe  round  them 
with  the  hand- line,  nor  did  this  fmall  rocky 
group  feem  to  be  fupported  by  any  bed  of  rock 
or  ihallow  bank.  The  iliores  of  the  main  land, 
to  the  caftward  of  them,  at  the  diftancc  of  about 
eight  leagues,  appeared  to  be  broken,  and  about 
ten  miles  within  them  are  two  fmall  ifiands. 
Thefc  rocks,  according  to  our  obfcrvations,  are 
fituated  in  latitude  20"  45' ,  longitude  254"  2/', 
lying  from  the  land  mentioned  at  noon  as  ap- 
pearing like  an  inlet  S.  ;0  W,  fix  leagues  dlf- 
tant,  and  from  the  fouthernmofl  of  the  Marias 
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In  the  evening  the  breeze  that  had  been  vc  / 
moderate  all  day,  frefhened,  and  towards  mid- 
night we  pafTcd  cape  Corientes,  at  the  diftance 
of  about  five  leagues ;  this  time  was  rather  un- 
favourable for  the  fixing  of  its  pofition ;  but  as 
it  was  flill  in  fight  at  day-light  the  next  morn- 
ing, Friday  the  ]  Qth,  bearing  by  compafs  N.  8  E. 
and  having  been  conflantly  within  our  view 
during  the  night,  I  fliould  fuppofe  that  it's 
fituation  as  refulting  fiom  oyr  obfervations  \^ill 
be  liable  to  no  very  material  error.  Thcfc  placed 
cape  Corientes  in  latitude  20"  22',  longitude 
254'  10/  ;  from  whence  if  this  flatcmcnt  be  cor- 
red,  the  above  rocky  group  will  be  found  to  lie 
N.  2(3  W.  at  the  diflancc  of  nine  leagues. 

The  American  coaft  to  the  fouthward  of  cape 
Corientes  not  continuing  to  take  a  direction  fa- 
vorable to  our  route,  we  were  no  longer  dcfirous 
of  keeping  near  its  fhores,  and  1  therefore  made 
the  befl  of  our  way  towards  the  ifland  of  Cocos 
and  the  Gallipagos,  with  an  intention  of  flopping 
at  one  or  both  of  thofe  places.  At  noon  the  ob- 
fcrved  latitude  was  ig"  15^  Icngitude  25  l^*  -iS'; 
the  coafl  at  this  time  was  flill  in  fight,  bearing 
by  compafs  north,  from  N.  85  E.  and  its  nearcPc 
part  N.  E.  about  ten  leagues  from  us.  Wc  were 
now  accompanied  by  many  of  the  tropical  fillics, 
and  oceanic  birds,  and  notwithflanding  thut  v»e 
had  a  frcih  breeze  from  the  north-wel      irc',  the 
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weather  was  very  fultry  and  unplcafant.     The 
thermometer  within  thefe  two  days  liad  rifen, 
from  70  to  8],  and  the  heat  that  we  now  ex- 
perienced was  attended  with  a  degree  of  oppref- 
five  inconvenience,  that  exceeded  any  thing  of 
the  fort  I  had  ever  before  felt,  under  fmiilar  cir- 
cumilances  of  fuch  an  alteration  in  the  height 
of  the  mercury.     The  unpleafantnefs  of  the  at- 
mofphere  on  Saturday  morning  became   greatly 
jncrcafed  by  the  north- wefterly  wind  dying  away, 
and  by  its  being  fucceeded  by  calms  of  light  va- 
riable  airs.     The  atmofphere  vsas  perieclly  clear, 
ferenc,   and  unincumbered  either  with  logs  or 
clouds,  which  made  it  very  difficult  to  account 
for  the  extraordinary  change  in  the  climate  be- 
tween our  then  flation  and  the  three  Marias 
iflands,  as  the  diilance  did  not  exceed  70  leagues. 
This  may  pofiibly  be  acounted  for  by  the  project- 
ing promontory  of  cape  Corientes,  and  other  parts 
of  this  mountainous  country  intercepting  thofe 
cool  refrcihing  gales  from  the  north  that  are  fo 
grateful  and  acceptable  to  the  human  confcitution. 
That  part  of  the   globe  we  had  now  to  pafs 
over  having  been  little  frequented  by  pcrfbns  pof- 
feliing  the  means  of  making  due  obfervations  on 
the  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic  needle,  I 
purpofcd  to  procure  fome  obfervations  at  different 
intervals  when  the  Ihip  was  fufficiently  fleady 
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for  this  piirpofc.  This  day  in  latitudt:  18''20^, 
longitude  255^  40',  the  marked  end,  north  face 
eaft,  fhewed 

Ditto  Ditto  Weft, 
Ditto  South  face  Eaft, 
Ditto         Ditto         Weft, 

Mean  vertical  inclination  of  the 
north  point  of  the  marine  dipping 
needle        -  -  -  30  41 

The  horizontal  inclination  or  variation  was 
about  Oo"  eaftvvardly. 

A  continuation  of  very  light  winds  made  our 
progrefs  very  flow,  through  an  ocean  on  whofc 
furface  great  numbers  of  turtles,  in  every  direc- 
tion, were  lying  afleep,  and  we  had  only  to  lower 
down  the  boat,  and  without  interrupting  the  pro- 
grefs of  the  fliip,  make  choice  of  as  many  as  wc 
required ;  though  under  our  prefcat  circum- 
ftances  wc  would  readily  have  waved  the  acqui- 
fition  of  thcfc  luxuries  for  a  little  more  wind,  as 
with  that  which  now  prevailed,  the  fliip's  mo- 
tion through  the  water  was  fcarcely  perceptible. 

We  had  miam  fijrht  of  the  American  coaft  on 
Sunday  morning  the  21  ft;  it  bore  by  compafs 
from  N.  5  E.  to  eaft,  to  N.  7  2  E. ;  but  at  io  re- 
mote a  dilLincc  that  we  loft  every  appearance  of 
it  by  noon,  whcn4;he  obrcr\ed  latitude  was  1/" 
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cciling  days   we   had  very  light  variable   winds 
from  the  eailward  and  S.  E.  with  alternate  calms, 
and    very   oppreffive   fultry   weather  ;     but    by 
Thurlday  the  25th  we  had  fome  little  alleviation, 
as  the  wind  then  blew  a  moderate  ileady  breeze 
from    the    north-wcftward.     Whilft    the    light 
winds  continued  we  were  greatly  incommoded 
bv  a  very  heavy  fwcU  from  the  fouth-caftward, 
which  made  the  fliip  extremely  uneafy  ;  this  had 
ROW  in  a  great  meafure  fubfidcd ;  but  the  wea- 
ther though  perfectly  clear  was  ilill  very  hot  and 
fultry,  the  thermometer  night  and   day  varying 
from  SI  to  83.     Had  it  not  been  for  our  anxious 
fblicltude  to  get  forward,  and  the  exceflive  heat 
of  the  weather,  our  fituation  would  have  been  by 
no  means  unpleafant ;  the  ocean  was  tranquil, 
and   abounded  with  a  great  variety  of  fifli ;  its 
furface  as  it  were  was  covered  with  turtles,  and 
the  numerous  fea  fowls  hovering  over,  and  diving 
for  their  prey,  prefented  fuch  an  animated  Icene, 
as   the  ocean,  unalTiftcd  by  intervening  land,  or 
other  objects,  is  fcldom,  I  believe,  found  to  ex- 
hibit.    We  were  here  at  no  lofs  to  provide  a  re- 
pail  for  this  our  fourth  Chriftmas  day  fmce  we 
had   quitted   the  civilized  world;  and  with  the 
addition  of  the  frefli   beef,  mutton,  and  poultry 
\\e    had   brought   from    Monterrey,  the  officers 
tables  prefented  fach  an  appearance  of  luxury  as 
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is  not  frequently  fecn  in  fuch  dillant  regions  of 
the  ocean.  In  addition  to  our  frcfh  provlfions, 
and  what  the  fea  afforded,  the  people  were  ferved 
fuch  an  extra  allowance  of  grog  as  was  fufficient 
for  the  celebration, of  the  day,  and  to  call  to  their 
recolled.ion  their  friends  and  favorites  at  home  ; 
on  which  occafion,  though  perhaps  the  circum- 
ilaiicc  may  appear  too  trivial  here  to  be  noticed, 
yet  as  the  fentlment  arofe  fpontaneoufly  from  the 
gratitude  of  the  crew,  I  am  induced  to  mention 
it ;  the  memory  of  Sen*"  Quadra,  and  the  health 
of  Tamaahniaah  were  not  forgotten. 

The  fame  \'w\\t  bafiiinsr  winds  continued  to 
impede  our  progrefs,  which  was  tardy  and  irk- 
fomc  bc}'ond  all  dcfcriptlon ;  in  addition  to 
which,  ft>me  of  our  water  cafks  were  found  to 
have  leaked  out;  this,  very  contrary  to  my 
wiflics,  obliged  me  to  rcftrain  the  allowance  of 
water  to  three  quarts  a  man  per  day.  So  very 
flowly  did  we  proceed,  that  by  Wcdnefday  the 
3  111:  at  noon  we  had  only  reached  the  latitude  of 
13°  5o',  longitude  25(f  ^'  3o"  ;  the  latter  was 
deduced  from  1 1 0  fets  of  lunar  dlftanccs,  as  fol- 
low, with  the  fun  and  aldebaran  on  ditfercnt  fides 
of  the  moon  between  the  27th  and  3lft  of  De- 
cember. Tiiofc  taken  on  the  -Tth,  and  brought 
forward  by  Arnold's  No.  14,  gave  the  lollovving 
refults. 
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I'I'.f  mean  of 

6  fcts  D   a0  weft  of  her,  by  Mr.  Wbidbcy, 
4         di'to  Mr.  Baker, 

6         ditto  Mr.  Muiiby, 

6         ditto  '      Mr.  Oichard, 

G        difto.takcnoniiOth,  by  Mr.  WlilJbcy, 
C         ditto  Mr.  Haker, 

C         ditto  Mr.  Manby, 

6         ditto  Mr.  Orchard, 

C   ])  abaldcbarancafl  ofher,  Mr.  Whidbey, 
G        ditto  Mr.  Baker, 

4        ditto  Mr.  Manby, 

6         ditto  Mr.  (Orchard, 

6  D  a0  vveilofhcr,takcn  3lft  Mr.  Whidbey, 
6         ditto  Mr.  Baker, 

6         ditto  Mr.  Manby, 

G         ditto  Mr.  0  re  hard, 

,     4  J)  abaldebaran  eaft  of  her,  Mr.  Whidbey, 
6         ditto      ,  Mr.  Baker, 

G  D  abaldebaran  eaft  of  her,  Mr.  Manby, 
6         ditto  Mr.  Orehard, 

;5         ditto  Myfcif, 

3days'obfervatIons,In28fets,  Mr.  Whidbey, 
ditto  28         Mr.  Baker, 

ditto  28         Mr.  Manby, 

ditto  29         Mr.  Oichard, 

The  mean  of  the  whole,  coliediveiy  taken, 
being  the  rcfult  of  1 16  lets  of  lunar  diftances, 
fhewed  the  longitude,  at  noon  on  the  3lft  of 
December,  n9'J',  to  be 

At  which  time  Arnold's  No.  14  Ihevved 

No.  IIG 
Kendall's 
And  bv  the  dead  rcc'^oniiicr    - 
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250°  3S  50" 
2yj  '32  45 
259  52  45 
2j9  50  27 
259  45  40 
259  37  35 
259  55  22 
259  56  35 

259  52  3 

260  14  n 

260  8  10 
259  55  3S 
25T  46  50 
259  41  47 
259  47  43 
259  47  2 
259  52  4 
259  5S  10 

259  55  '. 

260  1  5*. 
259  58  25 
259  47  5 
259  48  55 
259  55  5; 
259  54  19 
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Hence,  as  I  confidcred  the  longitude  deduced 
from  the  lunar  obfervations  to  be  corred,  of 
nearly  fo,  it  will  appear  evident  that  the  clirono- 
meters,  fincc  the  commencement  of  the  very  hot 
weather,  had  been  gaining  confiderably  lefs  than 
the  rate  we  were  allowing  as  afcertained  at  Mon- 
terrey ;  for  which  reafon  a  new  rate  was,  from 
thefe  and  fubfequent  obfervations,  found  and 
adopted  for  pointing  out  our  longitude,  by  the 
chronometers,  from  this  flation  fouthward  to  the 
ifland  of  Cocos. 

By  this  mode  No.  1-1,  at 
noon,  on  the  3 1  ft  of  December, 
appeared  to  be  faft  of  mean  time 
at  Greenwich, 

And  to  be  gaining  on  mean 
timfc  per  day  at  the  rate  of. 

No.  1/0,  faftof  mean  time  at 
Greenwich  on  the  fame  day,        11    51   5Q   45 

And  to  be  gaining  on  mean 
time  per  day  at  the  rate  of>       -    ,  41      5 

Kendairs  faft  of  mean  time  oh 
the  fame  day,  -         >  10    11  43    45 

And  to  be  gaining  on  mean 
time  per  day  at  the  rate  of. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

Fijjt  the  IJlaud  of  Cocos — Some  Defcr'tption  of  that 
I  [land — AJlronomical  and  nmitkal  Obfervatious 
there — Proceed  to  the  Soutliward — Pafs  between 
IFcJimans  iVid  Culpepper  s  IJJands — See  the  Gal- 
iipagos  IJlandSf  and  afcertain  ihe'ir  Situation. 

DURING  our  paiTagc  thus  far  from  Monter- 
rey, it  did  not  appear  that  we  had  been 
much  afFc(5led  by  currents,  the  log  dnd  the  ob- 
fervations  having  in  general  corrcfpondcd  very 
nearly,  and  the  difference  between  the  longitude, 
by  the  dead  reckoning,  and  that  which  I  confi- 
dered  to  be  the  true  longitude,  had  not  exceeded 
half  a  degree,  the  dead  reckoning  having  been  in 
general  to  the  call  ward  of  the  truth. 

The  wind  in  the  north-vvcflcrn  quarter  con- 
tinued to  blow  a  Itcady  breeze,  and  as  we  ad- 
vanced to  the  fouth-eallward  it  incrcaicd  in  its 
force  ;  the  heat  was  lefs  oppreffivc,  and  the  mer- 
cury in  the  thermometer  fell  to  a  general  tempe- 
rature of  about  78  ;  the  atmolphere  was  com- 
monly clear,  and  the  Tea,  wliich  was  remarkably 
fmooth,  abounded  with  immenfc  numbers  of 
flying  fifli,   dolphins,   bonitos,   albicorcs,  and  a 
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great  variety  of  fmaller  filh ;  of  turtles  we  eafily 
procured  as  many  as  we  could  difpenfe  with. 

By  noon  on  Monday  the  5th  we  had  reached 
the  latitude  of  9°  27',  and  the  longitude,  brought 
forward  from  the  preceding  lunar  obfcrvations, 
with  the  new  rates  of  the  chronometers,  was 
fliewn  by  Arnold's  No.  14  to  be  263''  3(3'  15", 
No.  ]  7('),  2(53"  34'  15",  and  by  Kendall's  203" 
40';  the  dead  reckoning  at  this  time  fliewcd 
205*^  33';  wlif^nce  it  became  evident  that  we 
were  now  materially  afTjdcd  by  a  current  fetting 
to  the  v-  elhvcird,  as  this  deviation  had  hern  gra- 
dually incrcaiiu;:  iincc  the  3  li]- of  December,  and 
bv  our  daily  obfcrvatluris  for  the  latitude,  the  di- 
reCtion  of  tliis  current  fecmed  to  be  irregularly 
between  the  north,  fomctimes  correfponding, 
and  at  otlicrs  to  the  fouth  of  the  obfcrvations. 

In  this  fituation  the  vertical  inclination  of  the 
mairnetic  needle  was  as  under  : 

Marked  end  North  face  Eail 

Ditto  ditto      Weft      - 

Ditto       South  face  Kaft, 
Ditto  ditto     Weft,     - 

Mean  inclination  of  the  marine  dip- 
ping needle  •         •         - 

The  varl^.tion  being  about  7 1  degrees  eaft- 
Wardly. 

The  two  fuccecdincf  davs  we  were  fet  to  the 
fouthward,  at  the  rate  of  about  half  a  mile  per 
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hour,  and  on  Wednefday  the  /th  the  wind  from 
the  north-eaftward  again  became  very  light,  and 
I  found  it  neceflary  to  begin  diftilHng  fre(h  water 
from  the  fca  ;  ny  this  procefs,  without  any  great 
additional  expenditure  of  fuel,  a  fupply  of  from 
twelve  to  eighteen  gallons  offrefh  water  was  pro- 
cured in  the  courfe  of  each  day;  and  although  it 
could  not  be  confidcred  of  the  firft  quality,  yet  it 
was  pcrfedly  frclh,  and  applicable  to  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  cooking.  In  this  rcfpc(!il  it  was  highly 
acceptable,  as  by  the  aiTiflance  of  the  difhillcd 
water,  we  were  enabled  to  appropriate  to  greater 
advantage  the  abundant  rcfrelhmcnts  which  the 
fca  ftill  continued  to  afford,  and  which  were  fome 
compcnliition  for  the  very  tedious  and  tardy  pro- 
grcfs  that  the  faint  baffling  winds  permitted  us 
to  make.  '     . 

Since  Wednefday  we  had  frequently  noticed 
very  ftrong  riplings  on  the  furfacc  of  the  water, 
but  felt  fcarccly  any  effcd:  from  currents.  The 
obferved  latitude  on  Sunday  the  1  Itli  was  7"  47\ 
longitude,  by  Arnold's  No.  14,  2(50^27';  No. 
17O,  2f3o°  20';  Kendall's,  200"  33'  ;  and  by  the 
dead  reckoning  208°  32';  fo  that  admitting  No. 
14,  as  1  conceived  it  to  be,  nearell  the  truth,  tlic 
error  in  the  reckoning,  fuice  the  5th,  had  only  In- 
creafed  19'.  The  variation  of  the  compafs  vva.> 
now  about  8°  eufKvardlv.  During:  the  la!l  v^  cek 
the  clouds,  particularly  in  the  northern  quarter, 
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had  fometlmes  hung  about  the  horizon  very  dark 
and  heavily,  but  they  had  now  difpcrfed  without 
any  rain,  excepting  about  noon  on  the  preceding 
day,  when  we  had  a  fmart  fliower  that  hifted 
nearly  two  hours,  and  was  the  firll  rain  that  had 
fallen  with  us  fince  our  arrival  at  Montcrrev  in 
the  beginning  of  November  laft. 

As  we  thus  gently  axlvanced  to  the  fouth-eaft- 
ward,  the  riplings  on  the  furface  of  the  water 
became  more  frequent,  and  were  attended  with 
a  greater  degree  of  agitation,  making  a  ruftling 
hiffing  noifc,  like  a  tide  in  flioal  water ;  and 
though  we  felt  fumething  of  their  iniHuence,  they 
feemed  infinitely  more  to  afte(ft  the  Chatham  in 
her  Peerage  ;  yet,  from  the  refult  of  our  obfer- 
vacions,  they  did  not  appear  to  be  the  confequencc 
of  any  current,  which  gave  rife  to  an  idea,  that 
probably  the  fpacc  w'c  were  then  palhng  over 
was  of  very  uneven  bottom.  To  afcertain  this 
fad  foundings  were  tried,  but  no  bottom  was 
foiuid  in  thcfe  riplings  with  M(»  to  170  fathoms 
of  line.  Durin2;  the  nii'-ht  of  Monday  the  12th, 
and  until  noon  the  following  day,  wt  had  a  frefli 
breeze  from  the  N.  N.  E.,  which  afterwards 
veered  round  to  the  calhvard  and  E  S.  E,  nearly 
in  tiie  dlac'lion  in  which  I  wiflied  to  lleer.  On 
Wednef  lay  noon  we  had  reached  the  latitude  of 
f/  S/'.  1  iigitudc  2<)S'  3  1',  apj'roac'oing  nearly  to 
the  ;)arL.iicl  oi  the  iflctnd  of  Cocos,  and  about  two 

Of 


RWFS 


ark 

out 

I'mg 

ftcd 

bad 

^v  in 

^ 

caft- 
yvater 
with 
idling 
;  and 
z,  they 
uun  in 
obfer- 
qucncc 
:a,  tbat 
jjr  over 
aiu  tbis 
)iTi  was 
tatboms 
\c  12tb, 
d  a  i>efli 
erwards 
,  nearly 
:cr.     On 
ititude  ot 
nearlv  to 
ibout  two 
cr 


J  705.11  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  .  l63 

or  three  degrees  of  longitude  to  the  weftward  of 
its  meridian,  according  to  the  different  accounts 
of  its  iituation  in  the  ocean  ;  and  as  we  had  no 
indication  whatever  of  our  havina;  left  it  to  the 
weftward  of  us,  our  courfe  was  dired:ed  eaft- 
wardly,  as  the  moil  probable  means  of  finding 
the  illand. 

We   were  fllll  attended  by  vail  numbers  of 
fifli,  varying  both  in  fize  and  fpecies;  few  birds 
wc  'I  now  about  us,  and  the  abundance  of  turtles 
was  fo  much  decreafed,  that,   on  Thurfday  the 
15th,  notwithftandlng  the  day  was  for  the  mod 
part  calm,  our  boat's   crew   caught  oidy   two. 
The  weather  ftill  continued  clear,  and  gave  us  fo 
good  a  view  all  around   us,  that  had  any  land 
been  within  the  limits  of  our  horizon,   it  could 
not  have  efcaped  our  notice.    After  having  pafi'cd 
to  the  fouth  of  the  Oth  degree  of  north  latitude, 
wc  again  found  ourfclves  under  the  influence  of 
the  current,  that,  during  the  1-lth,  had  fetus  iS', 
in   a  direction  S.  -l/.    E.,   and,  during  the  luft 
twenty-four  hours,  at  the  fame  rate,   in  a  direc- 
tion N.  02  E.     A  light  breeze  fpringing  up  foon 
afternoon  from  the  north,  wc  purfued  our  caft- 
wardly  courfe,  intending  to  incline  a  little  to  the 
fouth  ward.     This  however  we   were  prevented 
doinc,  from  the  current  continiiini^;  to  let  to  the 
E.  N.  E.  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  per  hour;  fo  that  at 
noon  the  following]:;  dav,  Fridavthe  J'Vhj  our  oh- 
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fci'vcd  latitude   was   5"5l',    and  the   longitude 
■20c)o  32'.  ■■  ''     •  -     ■■  ■  '    ■'  ■  - 

The  tranquil  (l:ate  of  the  wind  and  fca,  which 
with  fo  little  interruption  had  lor  fuch  a  length 
of  time  attended  us,  now  fcemed  likely  to  un- 
derro  a  very  material  change.  A  very  heavy 
fwcll  rolled  from  the  weftward,  and  the  atmol- 
phere  became  loaded  with  denfc,  heavy  clouds, 
particularly  between  the  S.  E.  and  S.  W.  ;  in 
this  diretSlion  our  view^  was  limited  to  a  vcrv  few 
miles.  The  wind  now'  blowing;  a  eentle  breeze 
from  the  N.  W.  a  more  foutherly  courfe  was  pur- 
fucd,  in  the  hope  of  regaining  what  we  had  loft 
by  the  current  having  driven  us  to  the  north- 
ward. Towards  midnight,  after  about  three 
hours  calm,  the  wind  came  from  the  fouthward, 
and  obliged  us  to  ftcer  again  to  the  eaftward  ; 
this  I  much  regretted,  as  we  had  not,  with  all 
our  efforts,  vet  been  able  to  n;ct  fo  far  fouth,  as 
the  latitude  afuimed  to  the   illand  we  were   in 

O 

queft  of,  which  according  to  Lord  Anfon's  voy- 
age is  ftated  to  be  in  5°  20',  and  by  the  Bucca- 
neers m  5"  ir/.  I  could  not  help  being  appre- 
hcnfive,  that  a  continuation  of  tlicfe  advcrfe 
V.  inds  and  currents  would  oblige  us  to  pafs  to  the 
nortliv^.ard  of  li;e  illand  witliout  icibing  it;  for, 
b)  cur  obfervations  on  Saturday  the  J/th,  after 
making  every  allowance,  Inftcad  of  ou'  being  Iw 
latitude  i°  22' ,  which  was  fiicwu  by  ti;e  reckon- 
ing, 
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\n^,  the  rcfults  of  our  meridional  and  d  iiblc  al- 
titudes  (which  agreed  extremely  well  together) 
proved  our  latitude  to  be  5°  1(3',  and  tliat  we 
were  alfo  ieveral  mdcs  to  th^  caftward  of  our  acr 
count,  the  longitude  being  2/0*^  3/'.  The  \a- 
riation  at  this  time  was  8*°  eaftvvardly.  .  /.^  • 

:    Between  this  and  the  preceding  noon,  we  had 
paflcd  over  upwards  of  a   degree  of  longitude, 
without  being  able  to  fee  far  to  the  fouth  of  the 
latitude   of  5**   30 ',  owing  to   very  thick  hazy 
gloomy  weather ;  hence  it  was  very  poffible,  that 
we  might  have  paflcd  to  the  northward  of  the 
illand  of  Cocos.     This    was  confidercd  by  fome 
on  board  to  have  been  highly  probable,  from  the 
circumllancc  of  our  being  now  attended  by  vaft 
numbers  of  the  different  fpecles  of  birds  that  are 
generally  found  frequenting  the  fliorcs  of  the  un- 
inhabited   tropical    ilkmds  ;    but    this    did    nr)t 
amount  to  proof,  as  thofe  birds  might  have  been 
attraded  to  the  neighbourhood  of  our  then  iitua- 
tion  by  the  great  numbers  of  bonitos,  albicores, 
and  other  fifiies,  with  which  the  Jea  at  that  time 
abounded :  and  as  we  were  fuceefsful   in  takini*; 
as  many  of  them  as  we  could  make  ufe  of,  they 
made  us  ample  ameudo  for  the  deficiency  of  turtle, 
which  did  not  appear  to  be  an  objcd:!:  of  much 
regard,  as  I  believe  moll:  of  u«s  began  to  be  tired 
of  that  food,  which  was  only  ufed  to  diverfify  our 
other  pro\i lions. 

II  3  Tlic 
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The  currents  with  which  wc  had  met,  Ihewed 
that  little  reliance  was  to  be  placed  on  the  lon" 
gltude,  aiTigncd  to  any  land  in  this  part  of  the 
ocean,  from  the  teiVitnony  of  thofc  who  had  fo 
Ion;:;  fnicc  vifited  thefe  rctirions,  but  who  had  not 
been  pro\  idcd  with  the  means  we  poflcfled  for 
afcertaining  the  ftrength  and  dircdion  of  thefc 
ftrcams. 

For  fomc  days  pad  wc  had  been  fet  confider- 
ably  to  the  caHiward,  and  as,  from  the  feveral  au- 
th)ritics  I  had  confulted,  it  did  not  appear  that 
wc  had  yet  reached  the  moft  eaftern  fituation 
afiigncd  to  the  ifland  in  queftion,  the  prefump- 
tion  was  that  it  was  Itill  to  the  eaftward  of  our 
prcfent  track  ;  and  although  I  fhould  have  been 
grciiL.v  morrific'i  to  have  been  obliged  to  abandon 
an  objcoi:  that  had  fo  much  attradcd  my  atten- 
tion, yet,  from  the  reduced  ftate  of  our  water  in 
confcqucnce  of  this  unexpectedly  tedious  pallage, 
and  the  worn-out  and  defedlivc  ftate  of  our  wa- 
ter cails-S,  the  reaching  of  the  ifland  of  Cocos 
became  a  matter  more  of  neceffity  than  choice; 
as  I  was  very  unwillin<^  to  enter  any  port  in  the 
continent.  There  feemed,  however,  no  profpe(5l 
of  effecting  this,  unlefs  we  fliould  be  able  to 
ihape  i'uch  a  ccurfe  as  would  counteract  the 
ftrength  of  >the  adverfe  north-eailerly  current. 
For  this  p\irpole.  with  the  wind  at  S.  S.  W.  wc 
jlccrcd  to  the  S.  E.  and  in  the  evening  had  a  to- 
lerably 
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Icrubly  diftinct  view  a-hcad,  but  the  fouth-vvcil; 
horizon  was  {llll  obfcurcd  in  dark  dcnfe  clouds, 
and  haze;  the  night  was  moftly  cdm,  but  in  the 
followiing  morning,  Sunday  the  1  Sth,  the  weather 
was  ferene  and  clear,  attended  with  a  gentle 
breeze  from  the  N.  VV,  with  which  we  fteered 
to  the  fouth  and  at  noon  were  in  latitude  5"  33' » 
longitude  27V  1' \  having  been  fet  during  the 
laft  tvventy-tbur  hours  1 3''  to  the  north,  and  1 1' 
to  the  call  of  our  reckouins. 

The  clear  weather  was  not  of  long  continuance 
in  the  fouthern  quarter,  although  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  horizon  retained  its  former  appearance; 
for  by  ilui-fct  we  could  not  fee  a  mile  from  the 
fiiip  in  the  caftern,  fouthern,  or  fouth -weftern 
quarters.  The  various  kinds  of  birds  became 
more  numerous,  and  havinii;  at  lcnc;th  reached 
the  ftatcd  parallel  of  the  iflanJ,  we  plied  during 
the  night,  which  was  attended  by  variable  v»'inds, 
fome  rain,  and  dark  gloomy  weather.  This  con- 
tinued until  noon  the  next  day,  Monday  the  1  yth, 
w^ien  the  obfervcd  latitude  was  r.*^  ll',  longitude 
2/1/'  0'  ;  being  lo'  to  the  north,  and  4'  to  the 
call  of  wiKit  tlic  log  fliewcd.  The  weather  nou- 
admitted  of  an  cxtenfivc  view  all  round,  but  no 
land  was  in  fight;  and  as  the  number  of  birds 
wasconlidcrably  leffcned,  /bmc  additional  rcafoui 
wxre  offered  in  fupport  of  the  former  opini  n, 
that  \\  c  hud  left  the  illand  to  the  fouth- weft  ward 
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of  US.  Of  this  however  I  was  by  no  means  con- 
vinced, as  in  my  feveral  travcrfcs  over  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  I  had  feldom  found  that  fuch  indications 
^mounted  to  a  proof  of  the  very  near  vicinity  of 
land.  ',  , "  /i  .       ::   . 

.  With  the  wind  between  the  fouth  and  S.  W. 
although  I  had  contiiiucd  during  the  night  to 
the  fouth-eaflward,  we  were  not  able  to  keep 
our  f^juthing;  for  the  obfcrvcd  latitude  at  noon 
t^vc  l';llovvijig  day,  Tuefday  the  20th,  was  5°  16', 
the  longitude  2/1"  52',  which  was  21' further 
nortli,  and  lo'  further  caft  than  was  given  by  our 


rccKoning. 


In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  three  or  four  days  wc 
had,  in  ditlcreut  inftances,  been  deceived  for  a 
/liort  time  boili  by  night  and  day,  by  very  heavy 
dark  clouds  v\  Wicli  ail^j.nied  the  appearance  of 
land.  Shortlv  after  noon  a  (imilar  refemblance 
was  fcen  from  the  mall-licad  at  a  great  diflancc, 
bearing;  E.  N.  E.  which  vsas  not  iriven  credit  to 
as  being  Kind,  until  aided  by  a  gentle  breeze  and 
the  current,  wc  had  approached  nearer  to  it  by 
three  leagues,  when  it  was  decided  beyond  all 
quellion  1  )  be  land.  Concluding  it  to  be  the 
long- looked  fur  ifland  of  Cocos,  at  the  dirtance 
of  1  1  or  lO  leagues,  the  glad  tidings  were  com- 
municated by  fignal  to  our  little  confort.  All 
the  turtles  had  now  left  us,  but  wc  had  ftill  many 
lilhes  and  lea  fowl  attending  us,  though  thefe 
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were  not  quite  fo  numerous  as  on  the  prcrcdin'i; 
cvenlni^.     The  night  was  calm  or  accompanici.l 
with  light  variable  winds,  which  continued  with 
rain  and  dark  gloomy   weather  until  noon  the 
next  day,    To  that  no   obfervatiuns  could  be  ob- 
tained  for   afcertaining  the  fliip's  fituation :  wc 
had  however  made   Icjme  progrcfs,  as  the  ifland 
now  bore  by  compafs  N.  73  E.  to  N.  8 1  E.  not 
more  than  0  or  7  leagues  from   us.     In  this  we 
had  been  much  affifted  by  the  current  fetting  us 
directly   towards  the  land,  the  fouth-weft  extre- 
mity of  which  appeared  in  tliis  point  of  view,  to 
rife  abruptly   from   the  fea  in  fteep  rugged  cliffs 
to  a  conhderable  height ;  and  then  in  a  moderate 
afcent  to  its  mod  elevated  part;  this  was  a  hill 
of  no  very  great  fize;   from  whence  it  dcfcendcd 
with  a  more  uniform  d.'clivity  to  its  northern  ex- 
tremity, which  appeared  like  a  detached  iflet. 

The  wind,   which   had  bee-n  variable  in  the 
evening,  became  very  light,  and  I  was  notwith- 
jout  my  apprehenfions  that  the  current   might 
•force  us  paft  the  ifland,  before  v.c  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  choice  of  a  lituation  for 
anchoring;!;.     That  no  lime  mic;ht  be  loft,  about 
two  in  the  folio wini>;  morninii;,  beiiiL'"  then  fufK- 
ciently  near  the  land  lor  one  of  our  boats  to  be  in 
with  the  Ihores  by  day-li'j-ht,  Mr.  Whidbev  was 
difpatched  in  the   cutter  to  make  the  neccifary 
examination.     Darinii;  this  and  the  three  or  four 

preceding 
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preceding  nights  tlic  fca  had  prcfentcd  a  vcn  T  - 

muiou.-,  apocarancc,  but  I  was  not  abler  to  afccrtai  i 

with  ratisiUclion  the  cauic  of  it.     Aiicr  the  boat 

had  left  the  lliip,  we  uled  our  utnioft  endea\ours 

to  preferve  our  ftation   to  the  ibuth-vvcft  of  the 

ifland,  but  to   no  effect ;   the  current  foon  after 

day-Hght    drove  us  beyond  its   weflcrn  end,  and 

although  our  head   was  to  the  fouth-weft,    we 

were  driven  at  a  great  rate  paft  its  northern  fide, 

within  a  few  miles  of  its  Ihores.     Thefe  appeared 

to  be  indented  into  fmall  bays,  with  rocks  and 

illets  lying  near  them;  but  they  by   no  means 

exhibited   that   inviting   appearance   which    has 

been   reported  of  tlieni  by  Lionel  Water*    and 

others.     The    fliorcs  were   chiefly  compofed  of 

broken   perpendicular   cliliy    precipices,    beyond 

which  the  furface  rofc  unevenly  to  the  fummit 

of  the  iOand;  the   v*h:)]e   compofing   one  rude 

connected   thicket  of  irnall  trees  near  the  fliore, 

but  on  the  more  elevated  and  interior  parts  many 

large  fpreading  trees  were  lecn ;  fomc  cocoa  nut 

trees  were  aV(b   obfervcd   in  the    chafms  of  the 

rocky  precipices,  but   they  did  not  feem  now  to 

riou.riih  in  ilicli  abundance,  as  w  as  moll;  likely  the 

cafe  when  their  fruit  iruve  a  name  to  the  ifland. 

Being   intirely  without  wind,  the  current  fat 
us   fill   to   t];e   north-eaftward   from    the  land, 

•  Vlvle  CoUcdion  of  '.'oya^cs  to  the  Soulliern  Hetnlfphcre,  in 
2  vols.  t]-:o.   pr.',il;lhcd  in  1738. 

which 
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which  at  noon  bore  by  compafs  from  S.  1  ;r  W* 
to  S.  35  W.  dirtant  Icvcn  or  eight  miles.  The 
weather  at  this  time  atfordcd  lis  a  good  opportu- 
ni*")'  tor  alccrtaining  the  fnip's  place,  which  by 
fcveral correal  obfervations  was  found  to  be  in  lati- 
tude 5*^  40,  longitude  273 "  8^  By  thcfc  and  other 
obfervations  that  had  been  made  on  the  20th,  the 
fhip  appeared  to  have  been  fet  by  the  current 
during  the  two  days  Oo  miles,  in  a  direction  N. 
50  E. ;  thisflicw'cd  that  the  ifland,  which  we  did 
not  confidcr  to  be  more  than  moderately  high 
"when  firfl  feen,  was  upwards  of  20  leagues  diftant. 
Ill  the  mornina:,  as  wc  were  driving;  near  to 
the  fhores  of  the  iOand,  fomc  falls  of  water  were 
obferved  defcending;  from  the  clitfs  into  the  fea, 
and  as  we  ftood  much  in  need  of  this  neceiHiry 
article,  as  more  of  our  calics  were  found  to  have 
leaked  out,  no  fmall  degree  of  impatience  was  ex- 
perienced for  the  retuni  of  the  boat,  as  her  long 
abfcnce  had  been  attributed  to  want  of  fucccfs  in 
finding  a  fafe  place  for  anchorage.  This  however 
did  not  prove  to  be  cafe,  for  her  fuppofed  deten- 
tion was  wholly  occaflc  ncd  by  the  great  diftance 
to  which  the  current  }u:d  let  the  fbip  from  the 
iOand.  About  lour  o'clock  I  hnd  the  fatisfadion 
of  being  informed  by  Mr.  Whidbcy,  that  the 
fliorcs  abounded  with  llrcams  and  falls  of  mofl 
excellent  water,  together  wiih  fbme  cocoa  nuts, 
and  plenty  of  wood  for  fuel,  calily  to  be  pro- 
cured; 
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cured;    efpccially  In    two   fniall   bays,   both    of 
which  afforded  anchorage  fufficiently  flickered 
from  the  prevailing  v\inds  at  this   fcafon  of  the 
year;  the  one  on  the  north-caft,  the  other  on  the 
north-weft  part  of  the   ifiand.     Mr.   Whidbey 
gave  the    preference    to   the    moft   eaftern,    for 
which,   therefore,    with  a  hght  breeze   from  the 
north,  v^e  immediately  fleered,  but  were  unable 
to  ftcm  the  current  till  about  nine  at  night,  when 
the   v/ind   frclhcned   from  the  N.  E. ;  and  with 
this,  about  four  on  Friday  morning,  the  23d,  we 
readied  the  fituation  Mr.  Whidbey  had  chofen, 
iind  moored  in    33    fathoms   water,   fandy   and 
gravelly  bottom,   and  (To  far  as  we  became   ac- 
quainted.) good    holding  ground,   and  free  from 
rocks.     The   caiz   point  of  the   bay,   which  is  a 
fmall  conical   iilct   ]^  in;;'  clofe  to  the  north-eaft 
CAtremitv  of  the  if  and,  bore  bvcompafs  S.  51  E. 
diftant   half  a  mile;   the   weft  point  of  the  bay 
S.  75  W.  ;   a  fteep  rock}-    iflet  lying  off  it   bore 
from  S.  P/  W.  to  N.  oG  W.  ;  and  the  watering 
place  at  the  montli  of  n  very  fine  ftrcam  empty- 
in;';  i^fclf  over   a    fandv  beach,    S.    13   W.  about 
three  (inp.iters  of  a    n-'iie  dlfcnnt;   the   Chatham 
moored   within  us  in  i?0  fathonjs  water,  on  the 
fame  kind  of  bottom. 
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lore,  and  found    that   all   our  wants   could   be 
V   fjnT.lle<l ;   that  a^ thou cdi   there   was   fome 
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furf  on  the  beach  It  was  inconfidcrablc,  and  that 
not  only  water  and  fire-wood,  bat  that  cocoa 
nuts  were  alfo  to  be  procu.red  in  jrrcat  abun- 
dance. No  time  was  now  loft  in  fcttin;r  about 
obtaining  a  due  fupply  of  thefe  clfcntial  articles, 
and  in  the  performing  facli  other  bufmefs  as  had 
become  requifite  on  board;  where,  at  noon,  bj 
the  mean  of  four  obfervations,  with  difTerent 
perfons  and  inftrumcnts,  the  latitude  was  flievvrt 
to  be  5"  35'  15".  Tills  (llfierlng  fo  materially 
from  the  latitude  as  flated  in  Lord  Anfoii's  and 
other  voyages,  and  the  general  apj  earance  of  this 
illand  fo  little  correfponding  with  tlic  dcfcrlption 
given  of  the  ifland  of  Cocos,  efpecially  by  Dam- 
pier,  and  Wafer,  gave  rife  to  {on^c  doubts  in  my 
mind  as  to  its  being  the  identical  iiland  fo  de- 
fcribed  by  thofe  gentlemen.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
the  advantages  it  afforded  us,  not  only  in  the 
articles  already  mentioned,  but  in  an  abundance 
of  very  fine  filh,  were  very  Important ;  and  as  the 
foil  v.as  apparently  capable  of  afibrding  a  variety 
of  ufeful  vegetables,  tl^s  ifland  did  not  fall  to  at- 
tract our  particular  attention  ;  and  bebig  anxious 
to  r/xiiiire  every  Information  refpcdinj''  it  that 
the  fnort  {lay  I  purpou.d  to  make  v/ould  allow 
of,  I  dllpatcl-jcd  Mr.  Whidbev  en  Saturday  morn- 
iiig,  the  2-Kh,  la  the  large  cuiter,  to  take  a  iLctch 
of  its  flic  res.  Tills  fervlce  he  P'.-rf  >rr.icd,  ant] 
riLiturncd  about   lour   in   tk:p    urterr.cf)!!.   .baviuu- 
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found   them   to   be  compofcd  of  ftccp  perpendi- 
cular rocky  clifTs,  with  fomc  iflets  and  rocks  ly- 
ing near  them  ;  on  Vrhich  the  lea  broke  with  fo 
much  violence  as  to  precludeany  attempt  to  land 
in  any  part,  excepting  in  the  bay  to  the  weftvvard 
of  the  anchorage  wc  had  taken,  where  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  had  been   before,  and  in  that  in  which  the 
Tcilcls  were  moored ;  which   were  the  only  two 
fituations  on  the  ifland   to   which  velTcls  could 
refort.     On  Sunday  morning  I  made  a  fliort  ex- 
curfion  to  the  weftern  bay,  and  although  a  more 
copious  llrcam  offreih  water  was  found  to  flov/ 
into  it,  yet  it  is  ccrtaiuvV  not  fo  eligible  a  iituatioa 
for  procuring  the  good  things  which  the  illand 
afK^rded   as  that  which   we   occupied.     It  was 
about  half  ebb  when  we  reached  its  Hiorcs,  where 
we  landed  with   tolerable   convenience.     After 
we  had  breakfalled,  we  fatisfied  our  curiolity  in 
taking  a  view  of  the  adjacent   country;  this  was 
confined  by  an  impenetrable  thicket  nearly  to  the 
limits  of  the   landy  beach,  which  compofes  the 
bottom  ot  the  bav,  wliere,  on  our  return  to  the 
boats,  we  found  I'ome  difficulty  in  re-embarking, 
owing  to  an  increafe  of  the  iurt'  which  at  that 
time  broke  upon  ♦"he  l:each. 

At  the  pl:ice  on  fiiore,  where  our  operations 
were  Ji^jinij;  on,  I  had  obferved  e\i(leut  marks  of 
European  vifitt^is,  tVonfi  the  trees  liaving  been 
felled   With  a::es   and  kivvsj   w"hillc  the  decayed 
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flate  of  the  remaining  flumps  proved  that  they 
had  not  been  very  recently  cut  down.  In  this 
weftern  bay,  near  to  the  frefh- water  brook,  a 
bottle  was  fufpended  on  a  tree,  containins!;  a  note 
dired:ed  to  the  commander  of  any  vciicl  that 
might  vifit  the  ifland,  and  figned  "  James  Col- 
nett;"  ilating,  that  the  fhip  Katler,  South-iea 
whaier,  of  London,  had  arrived  on  the  L'Gth  of 
July,  1793,  and,  after  procuring  wood,  water, 
and  other  refrclhments,  liad  proceeded  on  her 
voyage,  all  in  good  health:  tliat,  prcvioully  to 
her  departure,  a  breed  of  hogs  and  goats  had  been 
left  on  the  illand,  and  a  variety  of  f.rardcn  feeds 
h^-i  been  fown,  but  the  fpot  where  tlieie  valuable 
articles  had  been  dcpoffted  did  not  liappcn  to  fall, 
within  the  limits  of  cur  obfcrvation. 

By  the  time  v/e  reached  the  Tcficls  the  ralii 
fell  very  heavilv,  an  i  I  became  acouaiiited,  on 
my  arrival  on  board,  that  the  furf  had  fo  much 
increafed,  as  very  m.aterially  to  retard  our  bu- 
iinefs  with  the  Ihore.  Tlie  ruin  was  acconi- 
panlcd  by  a  frefli  ;."'de  from  the  S.  \ /,  at  the 
commencement  of  which  the  curir-it,  v^hich, 
though  by  no  means  regular  in  i*--  force,  (.innc- 
tim.cs  being  barely  perceptible,  at  others  run- 
ning at  leaft  at  the  rtite  of  two  miles  per  hour,) 
yet  had  hitfierto  fet  uniformly  to  the  E.  X.  K. 
now  chanjred  itL^  direction  and  fct  to  the  wcii:- 
ward,  but  at  a  vcrv  p-entle  rate. 
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This  uncomfortable  weather  contuiued,  though 
■with  Ibmc  intermiffion,  during  the  20th;  we, 
liovvcvcr,  made  great  progrcfs  in  completing  our 
water  and  fue^  a;id  having  nearly  exhaufted  the 
neighbouring  iliores  of  their  cocoa  nuts,  I  dif- 
patched  two  boats  wich  Mr.  Manby,  the  next 
morning,  to  the  wellern  bay,  where  they  were 
produced  in  great  plenty,  to  procure  a  full  fup- 
ply  of  them.  The  boats  returned  about  noon, 
not  having  been  very  fuccefsful,  as  the  heavy 
furf  prevented  their  landing  in  that  part  of  the 
bay  %\licrc  the  fruit  was  moil  abundantly  pro- 
duced. 

By  the  afternoon  we  had  taken  on  board  about 
thirty- live  tons  of  water,  with  as  much  wood 
as  we  could  llow;  and  having  thus  finiflied 
all  our  bufincis  with  the  fliore,  we  quitted  this 
ifland  in  the  evening,  and  made  tiie  beil  of  our 
\\i\y  to  the  fouthvvard. 

Havinu:  adverted  to  the  fituation  and  advan- 
tagc3  which  this  fmall  fpot  of  land  poiTelles,  I 
fnall  now  more  {)articul;)rly  notice  fuch  matters 
as  occurred  to  our  oblervatioa  whilfl  we  remained 
there. 

It  does  not  appear  from  any  account  with 
which  I  am  ac(]uainted,  to  whom  v/e  are  in- 
debted f  jr  the  difcovery  of  this  valuable  little 
illand;  r.or,  indeed,  do  the  feveral  dcfcriptions  of 
the  illand  of  Cocos  miich  accord  witli  each  other, 
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or  agree  with  what  we  found  to  be  Its  fituatlon 
or  appearance.  The  ifland  fcen  by  Lord  Anfon, 
of  which  he  was  within  fight  for  five  days,  and 
confidercd  by  him  to  be  the  illand  of  Cocos,  is 
ftated  in  his  voyage  to  be  fituated  1 3^  to  the 
fouth  of  what  was  found  by  our  calculations  to 
be  the  latitude  of  this  ifland;  and  fliould  this 
error  in  the  latitude  be  confidercd  as  reconcilable, 
it  is  likely  we  may  both  intend  the  fame  ifland. 
I  have  not  the  lead  doubt  that  the  ifland  we  laffc 
quitted  is  the  fame  which  Chlppcrton  vifited, 
and  called  it  the  ifland  of  Cocos.  He,  I  fliould 
fuppofe,  anchored  in  the  weftcrn  bay,  but  his 
defcription  is  too  confined  to  draw  from  thence 
any  fatisfa6lory  conclufion ;  but  the  greateft  dif- 
ference is  in  the  accounts  given  of  the  ifland  of 
Cocos  by  Dampier  and  Lionel  Wafer;  thefc 
differ  fb  very  materially  from  our  obfcrvations, 
in  point  of  extent  of  fituation  an^^  appearance, 
that  their  reprefentations  muft  cither  be  cxccf- 
fivcly  erroneous,  or  they  mull:  belong  to  fome 
other  ifland.  After  taking  all  thefe  circum- 
flances  ;;  to  confideration,  it  appeared  to  me  by 
no  means  unlikely,  that  fome  other  ifland  might 
exifl  not  very  far  remote  from  this,  to  a  hich 
thefe  apparently  contradictory  reports  might  more 
properly  apply. 

Two  opinions  were  ibrmed  refpeding  an  in- 
fcrlption  that  was  found    cut  on  a  rock  near  to 

Vol.  VL  N  our 


'     V 


V       f 

')    i 


178  A  VOYAGE  OP    DISCOVERY  [jAK. 

our  watering  place;  the   letters,  which  had  been 
originally  but  ill  executed,   were  much  defaced. 

Look  op  as'  you  goe  for  ye  I  Coco. 

This  I  confidered  as  purporting,  *'  Look  to 
**  fouth  as  you  go,  for  the  ifland  of  Coco,"  but 
the  more  prevailing  opinion  amongit  us  was, 
that  it  meant,  '*  Look  as  you  go  for  the  ifland  of 
**  Coco,"  meaning  this  identical  ifland.  The 
defaced  character  after  the  word  "  look"  might 
pOiTibly  have  originally  been  intended  to  flgnify 
the  north,  yet  as  we  met  with  no  other  in  its 
vicinity,  it  is  probable  that  this  latter  opinion  was 
moft  correct ;  for  which  reafon  I  have  adopted 
the  name  of  Cocos  for  the  ifland  inqueftion. 

According  to  the  Ikctch  jnade  by  Mr.  Whidbey, 
the  ifland  of  Cocos  is  about  four  leagues  in  cir- 
cuit, lying  in  a  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  diredion ;  it  is 
about  four  miles  long,  and  two  miles  broad,  with 
ieveral  detached  rocks  and  iflets  fcattered  about 
its  Ihoies  ;  thofc  lying  ofl'  its  fouth-wefl;  part 
extend  to  the  greatell  dillance,  which  is  nearly 
two  miics,  but  they  cannot  be  confidered  as  dan- 
gerous becaufe  they  arc  fufficiently  high  to  be 
leen  and  avoided.  The  fmall  bd)-  ui  wiiich  we 
had  anchored:;:  the  rorth-call  end  of  the  ifland 
is  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  the  other  weft  ward 
of  it;  for  the  nnall  iflct  that  lies  ofl"  its  north- 
well  point  adds  grcath    to  its  protection   Ironi 
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the  wind  andfca  The  width  of  the  hay  from 
point  to  point  ot*  the  two  iilcts  that  form  each  of 
its  extremities  is  about  a  mile,  in  a  dircdion 
S.  52  E.  and  N.  52  VV  and  from  this  hne  its 
extent  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay  is  alfb  about  a 
mile ;  the  foundings  are  regular  from  1)2  to  50 
fathoms,  and  veiTels  may  ride  very  fnugly  within 
lefs  than  half  a  mile  of  the  beach,  in  about  20 
fathoms  water,  but  in  a  lefs  depth  the  bottom 
did  not  appear  to  be  fo  free  from  rocks.  The 
weftern  bay  is  more  extenfive  and  more  expofed, 
and  its  foundings  are  neither  fo  regular,  nor  is 
the  bottom  fo  good;  but  from  the  abundance 
and  great  variety  of  vegetable  produdions  that 
grow  clofe  to  the  verge  of  high  water  mark  in 
both  bays,  it  Ihould  fecm  that  neither  of  them 
are  fubjed;  to  very  violent  ftorms,  or  heavy  feas. 
The  climate  was  confidered  by  us  as  temperate 
and  falubrious,  ibr  although  the  thermometer 
was  ufually  between  78  and  80,  we  did  not  {cd. 
that  oppreffive  heat  which  we  had  experienced 
further  to  the  northward  ;  and  notwithftanding 
that  our  people  were  greatly  expofed  to  the  heavy 
Tam::  that  fell  while  tranlacting  our  bufmefs  on 
fiiore,  yet  not  the  leail  interruption  from  want  of 
health  took  place,  which  in  various  other  tropi- 
cal iflands  frequently  attends  the  execution  of 
fimilar  fervircs. 
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This  ifland  cannot  be  confidercd  as  having  a 
plcafant  appearance  in  any  one  point  of  view, 
for  although  its  inland  furfacc  is  much  diverfified 
by  hills  and  vallies;  yet  the  only  low  land  of 
any  extent  that  we  were  certain  it  pofTeiTes  is  in 
the  bottom  of  the  two  bays,  each  of  which  form 
the  extremity  of  one  of  thefc  valleys  bounded  by 
craggy  precipices,  from  the  foot  of  which  extends 
a  narrow  ftrip  of  low  flat  land  that  terminates 
in  a  beach  at  the  water  fide,  refembling  more 
the  ireary  profpe<ft  exhibited  at  the  heads  of  the 
feveral  branches  of  fea  we  had  fo  recently  ex- 
plored on   the  coaft  of  North  Weft  America, 
than  any  thing  elfc  I  could  compare  them  to. 
Every  other  part  of  the  lliore  feemed  to  be  com- 
pofed   of  fteep,   broken   precipices  of  rock,   of 
which  fubftance  the  interior  of  the  ifland  was 
apparently  compofcd,  as  the  naked  clifFs  were  fre- 
quently feen  protruding  their  barren  fides  through 
the  thicket,  which  othervvifc  covered  the  furface 
of  the  ifland.     This  thicket,  fo  far  as  we  were 
enabled  to  afcertain,  was  chiefly  compofcd  of  a 
great  variety  of  trees  of  a  moderate  fize,  with  an 
impenetrable  underwood  of  the  vine  or  fupple- 
jack  kind,  which  oppofed  any  cxcurfion  into  the 
country  ;  fomc  attempts  were,  I  believe,  made  to 
pcnct'^ate  thither  by  the  water  courfc,  but  this, 
from  rock)  |irccip!CC3  and  otlicr  obllruc'tious,  was 
found  to  be  equally  impradicablc  ;   our  know- 
ledge 
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ledge  of  Its  produdions  muft  confcqucntly  be 
confined  to  our  obfcrvations  on  the  fmall  margin 
between  the  woods  and  the  fca  Ihorc,  the  only 
part  that  was  acceflible  to  us.  In  refpccft  of  its 
future  utility,  the  firft  obje6t  of  confideration  to 
maritime  pe*6ple  is  the  abundant  fupply  of  water 
that  it  affords.  This  abounds  in  every  part  of 
the  ifland,  and  is  to  be  eafily  procured  at  the 
ftations  to  which  vciTels  can  refort.  From  its 
purity  and  limpid  appearance,  and  from  its  being 
deftitute  of  any  colour  or  unplcafant  taftc,  either 
from  dead  leaves  or  other  putrid  or  rotten  mat- 
ter, though  very  heavy  rains  had  fallen  during 
the  time  wc  had  been  at  anchor  there,  it  may 
leafonably  be  inferred  that  the  larger  dreams  of 
water  have  a  more  remote  and  permanent  fource 
than  the  accidental  fliowcrs  that  at  t-liis  feafon 
of  the  year  may  dcfcend  upon  the  llland.  The 
foil  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
ftrcams  that  fall  into  each  of  the  bays  Is  of  a  poor, 
loofc,  fdudy  nature  ;  but  at  a  little  dillancc  be- 
hind the  beach,  and  in  the  filTurcs  of  the  rocks, 
a  rich  black  mould  was  oblcrvcd,  n}yparcnt]y  ca- 
pable of  atibrding;  much  vea;ctablc  nourlfliment; 
and  this  may  ahb  he  the  cafe  in  other  parts  of 
the  llland,  although  wc  had  no  power  of  afcer- 
taining  the  fact.  All  its  vegetable  productions 
appeared  to  grow  luxuriantly,  and  covered  the 
illand  in  one  cnthx  wil  Icrncfs.     On  the  lorhy 
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cliffs  near  the  fca  fide,  whofc  uneven  furface  ad- 
mitted the  growth  of  vegetables,  a  coarfe  kind  of 
grafs  is  produced,  that  afforded  an  excellent  re- 
treat for  the  different  kinds  of  fea  fowl  which 
rcfortcd  thither  to  rooft  and  build  their  nefts,  or 
more  properly  fpeaking  to  lay  their  eggs,  as  tliey 
are  at  little  pains  to  form  a  neft  of  any  dcfcrip- 
tion.  About  thefe  cliffs  grew  a  very  particular 
kind  of  tree,  fomcthing  like  the  cloth  plant  of 
the  South  Sea  iilands,  but  much  larjrer ;  fome 
of  thefc  grow  to  the  height  of  about  thirty  feet, 
are  of  a  lightifh  coloured  bark,  free  from  branches 
to  the  top,  which  is  fomcwhat  bufhy,  and  for 
that  rcafon  was  called  by  us  the  umbrella  tree. 
There  were  fome  few  other  trees  whofe  foliage 
flroniilv  rcfenibkd  that  of  the  bread  fruit,  but 
as  no  one  of  them  was  in  bearing  near  the  beach, 
I  was  not  able  pofitivcly  to  determine  their  fpe- 
cici,.  Many  of  the  trees  that  compofed  the  fo- 
rcft,  cfpcclaljy  in  the  interior  and  elevated  parts 
of  the  illand,  fccmed  to  be  of  confiderable  fizc, 
fpreading  out  into  large  branches  towards  their 
tops,  which  in  point  of  height  greatly  furpaffcd 
the  others.  I  was  inclined  to  believe  tliat  thefc 
trees  were  of  the  lame  fort  with  thofe  from 
which  W'C  principally  obtained  our  fuel,  although 
near  to  the  fca-fidc  they  did  not  grow  fo  large  as 
on  the  hills;  Mr.  Manby,  who  moft  commonly 
lupcrintcnclcd  that  fcrvice,  gave  mc  the  follow- 
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ing  account  of  them.  Tiny  tree  Is  -very  {Gene- 
rally produced  all  over  the  iiland,  its  trunk  iirows 
very  ftraight  to  the  height  of  tv\cnty  or  thirty 
feet  before  it  throws  out  its  branches,  which  are 
fo  clofe,  large,  and  fpreading,  as  to  atrord  ex- 
tremely good  (belter  a^^ainft  both  fun  and  rain  ; 
the  ftems  of  feveral  were  capable  of  fquarins;  to 
twelve  or  fourteen  inches;  the  grain  is  clofe, 
fomewhat  variegated,  and  reddilh  towards  the 
heart ;  it  yielded  to  the  axe  with  tolerable  cafe,  to 
the  faw  it  was  equally  fitted,  and  bc'ncf  free  from 
knots,  it  fplit  without  much  labo  its  leaves 
are  of  a  dark  green  colour,  fmooth  at  the  edge, 
and  not  much  unlike  the  laurel,  though  rather 
longer ;  the  feed  refembling  a  fmall  acorn  is 
borne  in  cluftefs.  The  wood  is  well  calculated 
for  burning.  Mr.  Manby  dcfcribcs  another  fort, 
(which  vvc  cut  for  fuel  alfo,)  as  having  a  whitiih 
fmooth  bark,  growing  tall  and  ftraight,  and  pro- 
ducing but  few  branches.  Its  leaf  is  large,  and 
in  fliapc  rel'cnibling  that  of  the  horfe-chefnut, 
of  a  light  green  colour,  with  a  velvet  furfacc  ;  it 
appeared  to  be  lit  for  little  clfc  than  fire-wood^ 
and  not  the  moic  proper  even  for  that  purpofe, 
as  it  has  a  thick  piih  in  the  center  of  it  that 
occupies  a  large  portion  ot  the  ftem  or  branches. 
The  v.'ood  is  of  a  white  clofe  grain,  fplits  readily, 
but  does  nut  burn  reaiarkably  well.  The  cocoa- 
nut  trees,  which  grov,  not  only  on  the  fea-lhore 
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but  high  up  on  the  fides  of  the  hills,  were  the 
only  trees  we  faw  that  bore  any  fruit,  although, 
in  one  of  the  rivulets,  an  unripe  guava  was 
picked  up,  which,  moft  probably,  had  come  from 
the  interior  country:  in  addition  to  thefe,  we 
noticed  an  abundance  of  different  forts  of  fern, 
fome  of  which  produced  a  flem  nearly  fi:c  inches 
in  diameter,  and  grew  to  the  height  of  nearly 
twenty  feet ;  thcfe,  as  well  as  I  recoiled:,  were 
exadly  of  the  fame  defcription  as  thofe  com- 
monly found  in  New  Zealand.  Such  were  the 
mofl  general  vegetable  productions  of  this  ifland 
that  fell  under  our  obfervation,  to  which  we  fur- 
ther added  the  feeds  of  apples,  peaches,  melons, 
pumkins,  with  beans,  pe?.s,  &c.  Thefe  were 
fown  by  Mr.  Swalne,  in  a  fpot  cleared  for  that 
p\irpofc,  where  he  was  of  opinion  they  were 
likely  to  thrive. 

With  refpect  to  the  animal  kingdom,  fifh  and 
fowl  feemed  to  be  in  great  abundance,  and  we 
entertained  hopes  that  future  vifitors  may  benefit 
by  Captam  Colnett's  liberality  ;  as  jufl  before 
Mr.  Swaine  left  the  ifland  a  young  hog,  in  very 
excellent  condition,  was  feen  by  him  and  fome 
of  his  party,  but  on  his  difcovering  our  people 
he  haflily  retreated  into  the  thicket.  Although 
at  no  very  great  diflance  from  the  Ifland  we  had 
feen  fuch  numbers  of  turtle,  it  was  fingularly  re- 
markable that  there  was  not   the  mofl  diftant 
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lign  of  their  rcfortlng  to  thcfe  (hoi-es.     The  land 
abounded  with  white  and  brown  rats,  and  vail 
numbers  of  land  crabs.     AW  the  birds  of  the 
oceanic  tribe,  common  to  the  tropical  regions, 
repaired  hither  in  great  flocks,  and  were  by  no 
means  bad  eating.  Befides  thefe  were  (een  hawks, 
a  fpecics  of  brown  and  white  herons,  rails,  a  kind 
of  blackbird,  and  a  few  others,  that  chiefly  in- 
habited the  woods ;  which,  with   fome  ducks 
and  teals,  were  what  was  obferved  principally  to 
compofe  the  feathered  race.  A  great  variety  and 
abundance  of  excellently  good  fifli  frequented 
the  fliorcs ;  iharks  alfo  were  very  numerous,  and 
the  moft  bold  and  voracious  I  had  ever  before 
fccn.  Thefe  aflembled  in  the  bay  in  large  ftioals, 
conftantly  attended  on  our  boats  in  all  their  mo- 
tions, darting  at  the  oar::  and  every  thing  that  by 
accident  fell,  or  was  thrown  overboard.  They  fre- 
quently took  the  fifli  from  the  hooks  before  they 
could  be  got  clear  of  the  water,  and  what  was  flill 
more  fnigular,  when  one  of  their  own  fpccies  was 
fo  taken,  and  they  perceived  he  could  no  longer 
defend  himfclf,  he  v^as  inllantly  attacked,  torn  to 
piece?,  and  devoured  by  his  companions,  whilft  yet 
alive;   and,  notwithftandlng  that  thcfc  mongers 
liibjcdlcd  thcmfelves  to  be  greatly  annojcd  by  the 
harjK)ons,  knives,  &c.  of  our  people,   by  which 
they  received  many  deep  wounds,  yet  even  that 
did  not  deter  them  from  renew  ini^  the  attack  upon 
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the  one  which,  was  caught,  until  every  part  of  the 
■victim's  flcHi  was  thus  torn  I'rom  its  bones.  On 
this  occafion  we  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving, 
that  it  is  erroneous  to  fuppofe  the  fhark  is  under 
the  necefRty  of  turning  on  his  back  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  taking  his  prey,  as  thefe  fliarks  moft  com- 
monly attained  their  objed:  without  firft  turning 
themfelves,  as  has  been  generally  believed. 

The  general  warfare  that  exifts  betwefen  fca- 
faring  pcrfons  and  thefe  voracious  animals,  af- 
forded at  firft  a  fpecies  vf  amufement  to  our 
people,  by  hooking,  or  otherways  taking  one  for 
the  others  to  feaft  upon,  but  as  this  was  attended 
-with  the  ill  confcqucnce  of  drawing  immenfe 
numbers  round  the  iliip,  and  as  the  boatfwain 
and  one  of  the  young  gentlemen  had  nearly  fallen 
a  facrifice  to  this  diver  (ion,  by  narrowly  cfcaping 
from  being  drawn  out  of  the  boat  by  an  im- 
menfely  large  fhark,  which  they  had  hooked, 
into  the  midft  of  at  Icaft  a  fcore  of  thefe  vora- 
cious animals,  I  thought  proper  to  prohibit  all 
further  indulgence  in  this  fpecies  of  entertain- 
ment ;  which,  independently  of  its  being  likely 
to  be  attended  with  fcrlous  confequences,  was  in 
itfelf  of  too  cruel  a  nature  to  be  witnelled  with- 
out pain.  Thefe  Iharks  appeared  to  be  of  three 
dliVmd  forts ;  the  moft  numerous  were  of  the 
tv!i;cr  kind,  thefe  were  beautifully  ftrcakcd  down 
their  fides ;  the  other  forts  were  the  brown  and 
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the  blue  lliarks ;  and  it  was  fingularly  remark- 
able, that  although  they  all  voracioully  devoured 
the  two  former  fpeclcs,  yet  when  one  of  the 
latter  was  caught,  it  remained  unmoleftcd  by 
the  rert,  and  even  when  killed,  and  cut  up,  its 
flelh  was  not  eaten  by  its  companions. 

The  other  kinds  of  filh  that  fell  under  my  no- 
tice, befide  thofe  common  to  the  tropical  feas, 
VfcCre  two  forts  of  bream,  the  large  Ihapper  of 
the  Weil:  Indies,  a  fort  of  rock  fiili,  and  another 
kind  commonly  called  yellow  tail ;  thefe  were 
all    very  excellent,  and  took  the   hook    readily ; 
and  to  thofe  who  may  follow  us,  and  fland  in 
need  of  refrcfliments,  they  may  prove  a  moft  de- 
firable  refource  ;  and  there  can  be  little   doubt 
but  that  perfons  under  luch  circumllances  would 
foon  fall  upon  fbme  expedient,  to  evade  the  in- 
convenience to  which  they  might  be  liable  from 
the  extreme  vigilance  of  the  fharks.     Nor  is  it 
improbable,  that  on  a  more  minute  examination, 
the  furface  of  this  little  ifland  may  be  found  to 
produce  many  articles  of  rcfrci'hment;  but  as  wc 
did  not  fland  much  m  need  of  any,  exceptino- 
the  neccli'iry  article  of  water,  our  attention  was 
not  dircded  to  fuch  in(;ui/ics,  beiug  wholly  en* 
grolled  in  uiing  every  poffihic  means  of  difpatch 
in  providing  ourfelvcs  vvith  thofe  few  particulars 
with  which  v>c  could  ii; 
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We  happily  flood  in  no  great  need  of  fcarch- 
ing  for  rcfrefhments  at  any  great  diflancc  from 
the  (hores  of  the  ifland  ;  for,  excepting  that  I 
continued  to  be  in  a  xery  feeble  and  debilitated 
ftate,  there  was  not  on  board  either  of  the  veffels 
a  fingle  individual  who  was  not  in  the  higheft 
health  imaginable.  In  confequence  of  the  in- 
difpofition  under  which  I  had  fo  long  laboured, 
I  was  only  able  to  go  once  on  fhore  in  each  of 
the  bays,  or  I  might  poflibly  have  acquired  more 
knowledge  refpedling  this  fmall  though  valuable 
fpot  of  land.  The  comfort  we  derived  from  the 
water,  and  the  few  other  fupplies  there  obtained 
juftly  entitled  it  to  our  confideration  ;  and  as 
from  its  fituation  it  is  not  unlikely  that  it  may 
become  a  place  of  importance  to  thofc  whofe 
purfuits  may  direcfl:  them  to  this  part  of  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  1  truft  I  ihall  be  excufcd  for  having 
dwelt  fo  long  on  a  fubjccl  which  I  could  not  but 
regard  as  dcfcrving  attention  ;  not  only  as  far  as 
it  refpei^ls  the  productions  of  the  ifland,  but  alfo 
to  flievv,  that  the  dcfcription  of  the  ifland  of 
Cocos  given  by  Dampicr  from  the  obfcrvations 
of  others,  and  that  fhited  by  Lionel  Wafer  from 
his  own,  are  either  extremely  inapplicable  to  its 
prcfent  circumflances  and  appearance,  or  have 
reference  to  fome  other  ifland  in  its  neighbour- 
hood.    It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  Dampicr 
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had  not  himfclf  vifited  this  ifland,  as  from  the 
great  accuracy  of  moft  of  the  oblervations  made 
by  that  judicious  traveller,  few  doubts  could  have 
arifcn  concerning  the  identity  of  the  iHand  he 
meant  to  defcribe.     I  am  more  inclined  to  at- 
tribute this  deviation  from  the  truth  to  mifrc- 
prefentation,  than  to  any  other  caufe,  from  cur 
having  acquired  a  tolerably  competent  know- 
ledge of  that  part  of  the  ocean  between  the  5th 
and  Cth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  for  at  Icaft 
four  de£i;rees  of  lonsitudc  to  the  wcftward  of  the 
ifland  in  qucftion,  in  which  fpace  there   is  not 
much  likelihood  of  there  being  any  other  ifland. 
For  the  purpofe  of  comfticmorating  our  viiit 
to  the  ifland  of  Cocos,  I  dircded  that  the  date 
of  our  arrival,  with  the  names  of  the  veflTels  and 
the  commanders,  fliould  be  cut  on   the   fame 
rock  where  the  other  infcription  was  found  :  the 
tv\'o  former  I  undcrfl:ood  was  executed,  but  it 
fcems  that  fome  obflacle  arofe   to  prevent  the 
infertion  of  the  latter.     The  reafons  before  ilated 
for  fuppofmg  that  this  ifland  may  hereafter  prove 
ufeful  to  thofe  who  may  traverfe  thefe  feas,  de- 
manded that  the  utmoft  attention  fliould  be  paid 
to  the  fixing  with  accuracy  its  true  pofition.    By 
the  rcfult  of  all  our  obfcrvntions,  comprehending 
IT) 2  fets,  taken  between  the  20th  of  December 
17g4,  and  the  Kith  of  January  1795;  and  Kir* 
fcts  taken  afterwards  between  the  2Sth   of  Ja- 

nuary. 


~^-*^-  imWfrr  "~-.^M»:r^'"  ) 


'( 


1 


IgO  A  V^VAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [jAKT. 

nuary,  and  the  1 0th  of  February  following,  the 
longitude  of  the  anchorage  deduced  thus  from 
306  fets  of  lunar  diftanccs  from  the  fun  and  ftars* 
each  fet  as  ufual  containing  fix  obfervations,  ap- 
peared to  be  as  follow : 


The  mean  of 
37  fets  on  both  fides  J  before  our  arrrival  by 


;ou^r.? 


i  •»•  J  - 


..U 


Mr.  Whidbey,  212^  54'  46'/ 


37 

ditto 

37 

ditto 

3S 

ditto 

3 

ditto 

Mr,  Baker, 
Mr.  Manby, 
Mr.  Orchard, 
Myfelf, 


,'  •.,  ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

32    ditto  after  our  departure  Myfelf, 
34    ditto  :  ditto  Mr.  Whidbey; 

36     ditto  ^     ditto  Mr.  Baker, 

25     ditto  ditto  Mr.  Manby, 

27    ditto  ditto  Mr.  Orchard, 

The  mean  of  the  whole  306  fets  collec- 
tively taken,  and  reduced  to  the  anchorage  by 
Arnold's  No.  14,  according  to  its  new  rate, 
Ihewed  the  true  longitude  to  be 


273 
273 
273 
273 
273 


1  43 

3  3 

4  5« 

2  55 
8  42 


273  10  38 
273  14  55 

272  53  15 

273  21  53 


—     273 


From  this  authority,  and  from  fcvcral  fets  of 

altitudes  of  the  fun  carefully  taken  whilft  in  the 

bay,  the  errors  and  rates  of  the  chronometers 

were  found  to  be  as  follow  :   . 

Arnold's  No.  14,  faft  of  mean  time  at  Green. 
Wich  at  noon  on  the  27th  of  January  1795,    5'' 41'    3"  20'" 
And  to  be  gaining  per  day  on  mean  time 

at  the  rate  of         —  —  20      2 

Arnold's  No.  176,   fafl   of  mean  time   at 

Greenwich  at  fame  time,         —  12  11   18    20 

And  to  be  gaining  per  day  on  mean  time,  41      5 

Kendall's 
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Kendall's  faft  of  mean  time  at  Gieenwkh         i\'.   y  i.   : 
at  lame  time,  —  --  10*' 21' i 9"  20"' 

And  to  he  gaining  per  day  on  mean  lime  21    b5 

Tlie  latitude  by  twenty  meiidional  alti- 
tudes of  the  fun  and  fea  horizon,  by  the  hack         '■'■'     •  '   -^ 
obfcrvation  taken  by  live ^lifferent  obfei  vers  ". 

willi  diflc'ientinftruments,  and  varying  fioni,  ,  ;  . 

5"  :'j.i'  to  5''  :il'  20",  Ihewcd  the  mean  lefult 
to  be  —  —  —      5°  35'  12" 

The  longitude  according  to  the  Monterrey 
rate  was,  , 

J3y  Arnold's  chronometer,  Nq.i*, 
Ditto  ditto  116, 

And  by  Kendall's,       '         ' — ■    '>'" 


"1 


273"  3C'  40" 
.    274  47  55 
274  55    10 


By  which  it  appeared  that  No.  14  was  31'  5", 
No.  17(5,  42'  2o",  apd  Kcridall's  chronometer, 
1°  40'  35"  to  the  eaft ward  of  the  true  longitude. 

The  variation  of  the  compafs  by  four  fets 
of  azimuths  differing  from  8°  14'  to  ^*'21^ 
Ihcwcd  the  mean  refult  to  be  —      7*  45'caftwardly. 

The  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic  nee- 
dle, 

•,  Marked  End,  North  Face  Eaft,    .       ^Q°47' 
Ditto  ditto      Weft,  20    17 

Ditto  South  Face  Eaft, 


Ditto 


ditto       Weft, 


19   >7 

19   40 


"Mean  incl 


tl 


mation  of  che  north  point  of 
le  maiinetic  dipping  needle, 


19  45 


The  rife  and  fall  of  the  tides  were,  by  the 


fliorc,  found  to  be  very  confidcrablc  and  rcfful 
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twice  In  the  twenty-four  hours  without  any  ap- 
parent ftrcam,  and  Were  not  in  the  Icaft  influ- 
enced by  the  currents.  The  night  tides  apjpearcd 
to  be  the  higheft, ,  and  were  eftimated  to  rife 
nearly  ten  feet  perpendicularly,  though  the  furf 
■was  too  high  to  admit  of  any  correal  meafurc- 
ment.  The  time  of  high  water  was  pretty  clearly 
afcertained  to  be  about  2*"  lo'  after  the  moon 
pafles  the  meridian. 

Having,  as  before  ftated,  put  to  fca  from  the 
iiland  of  Cocos,  on  the  evening  of  the  27  th  of 
January,  and  having  no  intention  of  (topping 
fliort  of  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez,  or  fome 
port  on  the  coaft  of  Patagonia,  for  the  purpofc 
of  again  recruiting  our  water  and  ftorc  of  fire- 
wood, the  (lilp's  courfe  was  direded  (buthwardly, 
but  with  fo  gentle  a  breeze  during  the  night, 
that  although  we  had  all  fail  fet,  yet,  in  the 
morning  of  Wednefday  the  28th,  the  illand  con- 
tinued in  fight  until  about  nine  In  the  forenoon, 
when  it  bore  by  compafs  N.  30  W.,  diftant  forty- 
fix  miles  ;  fhortly  after  this  time  we  loft  fight  of 
it,  not  from  its  being  beneath  the  horizon,  but 
from  its  being  obfcured  by  clouds  and  an  hazi- 
nefs  in  the  atmofphcrc.  At  noon  the  obfervcd 
latitude  was -1°  43',  the  longitude  2/3°  1 7';  by 
which  it  appeared  that,  fince  quitting  our  an- 
chorage, a  current  had  fct  us  in  a  diredion 
S.  12  E.,  eighteen  miles.     In  the  afternoon  fuch 
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immcnfe  flioals  of  filh  were  playing  about  on  the 
furfacc  of  the  water  as  to  be  miilaken  at  fir  ft  for 
breakers.     During  the  night  the  wind  wa:>  very- 
light  from  the  weft  ward,  and  on  the  folio,  ing 
morning,  Thurfday  the  2gth,  the  weather  \\  as 
calm,  with  very  heavy  rain;  but  in  the  forenoon, 
although  the  atmofphere  continued  very  gloomy, 
we  procured  the  neccflary  obfervations  to  Ihew 
the  latitude  to  be  3°29',  the  longitude  2/3°  25', 
whence  we  appeared  to  have  been  fct  by  a  cur- 
rent 40  miles,  in  a  direction  S.  5  E.;  a  few  tur- 
tles were  this  day  about  the  ihip,  fome  of  which 
were  taken.     In  the  afternoon  we  had  a  light 
breeze  variable  between  the  eaft  and  S.  S.  E., 
with  which  we  ftood  to  the  fouth- weft  ward ; 
the  night  was  nearly  calm  with  very  heavy  rain, 
but  the  next  morning,  Friday  the  30th,  we  had 
again  a  fouth-eafterly  breeze   with  fome  rain, 
which  in  the  forenoon  ceafcd,  and  permitted  us 
to  obferve  the  latitude  at  noon  to  be  2° 3.5',  which 
was  30'  to  the  Ibuth  of  what  was  fliewn  by  the 
log.     With  a  moderate  breeze,  varying  between 
S.  by  W.  and  S.  E.  we  ftood  on  fuch  tacks,  as 

would  enable  us  to  make  the  beft  of  our  wav 

...        ^ 

to  the  fouth  ward,  and  at  noon  on  Saturday  the 
3lft  the  obferved  latitude  was  2°1 1',  the  longi- 
tude 272°  12',  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
current  during  the  laft  twenty-four  hours  had 
fet  us  12  miles  to  the  fouth,  and  from  the  29th 
Vol.  VI.  O  at 
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at  noon  1 1  miles  to  the  weft  ward.  Since  leav- 
ing the  ifland  of  Cocos  we  had  obfervcd  many 
riplings  on  the  water,  and  had  experienced  an 
uncomfortable  irregular  fwell  from  the  fouth- 
ward.  On  Sunday  the  ift  of  February  the  wea- 
ther became  more  plcafan*-,  and  the  wind  at 
S.  S.  E.  blew  fo  ftetuly  a  breeze,  that  I  concluded 
we  had  at  length  reached  the  regular  trade  wind. 
In  the  forenoon  we  paiTed  by  fomc  fea  weed  and 
drift  wood,  a  cocoa-nut,  and  a  ftick  of  fugar 
cane  about  nine  feet  lonr^ ;  all  of  which,  except- 
ing the  former,  appcar^^d  to  have  been  no  great 
len&th  of  time  in  the  water.  The  oofcrved  la- 
titude  at  noon  was  1°31',  longitude  270'' 2O'; 
the  former  agreed  exactly  with  the  log,  but  by 
the  latter  we  appeared  to  have  been  fet  lince  the 
preceding  noon  10  miles  in  a  wxft  direction. 
The  vaft  numbers  of  fifh  that  ftill  attended  us 
afforded  us  a  very  profitable  amufement,  and 
many  birds  were  ftill  about  us.  The  wind 
which  now  hung  flir  to  the  fouth,  obliged  us  to 
make  a  much  m(jre  wefterly  courfe  than  I  could 
have  v\  ilhcd,  as  I  had  entertained  hopes  of  being 
able  to  pafs  near  enough  to  the  Gallipagos  iflands 
to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  afcertaining  their 
true  fituation  ;  but  as  tlie  wefternmoft  of  them 
nrc  faid  to  be  under  the  meridian  of  the  ifland  of 
C  )co'^,  which  was  now  nearly  three  degrees  to 
tiK;  ciiiiward  of  us,  the  chance  of  fuccccding  in 
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this  expectation  was  now  {o  little,  that   I  gave 
up  every  idea  of  accomplilhii\t»;  that  object. 

Land  was  difcovered  on  Monday  forenoon  to 
the  W.  S.  W.;  it  then  appeared  to  be  u  a  cry 
fmall  ifland,  which  at  noon  bore  by  compafs 
S.  72  W.,  eight  or  nine  leagues  diftant.  As  our 
obferved  latitude  was  r  20',  longitude  208° -^13', 
and  the  variation  of  the  compafs  8"  eaftwardiv, 
we  appeared  to  have  been  fet  in  the  coarlc  of 
the  lall  twenty-four  hour^^  10  miles  to  the  north, 
and  28  miles  to  the  wcilward.  The  influence 
of  this  current  fetting  to  the  W.  N.W.  was  very 
perceptible,  for  although  vvitl\  a  light  air  of  wind 
during  the  afternoon  our  couric  was  dire6tcd  to 
the  lbuth-wcflw.ard,  yet  fo  rapidly  were  we. 
driven  in  the  above  diredion  of  the  current,  thr.t, 
at  fun-fet,  this  ifland  bore  by  compafs  S.  -lO  \\^, 
and  another  ifland,  which  had  been  dilLovered 
about  an  hour  and  an  half  before,  bore,  at  the 
fame  time,  N.  72  W.  During;  the  ni!.'"ht  we  had 
a  licht  breeze  from  the  S.  S.  \V.,  with  which  we 
flood  to  the  S.  E.;  but  fo  far  were  we  from  Hem- 
ming the  current,  that,  at  day-light  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  Tuefday  the  3d,  the  firil  of 
thefe  iflands  bore  by  compafs  S.  Os  E.,  diflant  fix 
leagues,  and  t!ie  fccond  N.  i;  W.,  12  miles  dif- 
tant. At  fuch  a  rate  had  we  been  diiven  bv  the 
current  between  thefe  iflands,  that,  notwithlhmd- 
ing  we  ufed  every  endeavour  to  prefer w  our  ihi- 
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tion  by  keeping  as  the  wind  veered  on  the  moft 
advantageous  tacks,  yet,  at  noon,  the  firft  ifland 
bore  by  compafs  E.  by  S.,  at  the  diftanceof  nine 
leagues,  and  the  other  N.  N.  E.  -|  E.,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  1 7  miles.  In  this  fituation  the  obferved 
latitude  was  1°  28^,  longitude  267° -^o',  by  which 
the  current  appeared  to  have  fet  us,  fmce  the 
preceding  day  at  noon,  ten  miles  to  the  north, 
and  fifty  miles  to  the  weftward. 

In  paffing  between  thefe  illands,  which  lie 
from  each  other  N.  42  W.  and  S.  42  E.,  at  the 
diftance  of  twcuty-onc  miles,  we  obferved  nei- 
ther danger  nor  obftrudion ;  the  fouthernmoft, 
which  is  the  largelr,  did  not  appear  to  exceed 
lour  miles  in  circuit,  and  the  northernmoft  about 
half  a  league ;  the  former  is  fituated  in  latitude 
1022'  30",  and  longitude  208°  lO'.  Its  north- 
wellern  fide  forms  a  kind  of  long  faddle  hill,  the 
northern  part  of  which  is  higheft  in  the  middlc,- 
and  Ihoots  out  inta  a  low  point,  which  at  firft 
fight  was  confidcrcd  by  us  to  be  an  illet,  but  was 
afterwards  believed  to  be  united.  A  fmall  peaked 
neck  or  iilet  lies  off  its  fouth-wcll  fide,  which, 
like  all  the  other  parts  of  it,  excepting  that  to- 
wards the  north,  is  compofed  of  perpendicular 
naked  rocky  cliflk  On  the  low  north-w  eft  part 
we  faw  what  we  fuppofed  to  be  trees,  but  w^c 
were  by  no  means  certain,  for  the  illand  in  ^c- 
iKial  prelented  to  us  a  very  dreary  and  unpro- 
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dudlive  appearance.  The  noithernmoft  ifiand 
rofe  in  naked  cliffs  from  the  fca,  off  which  are 
two  iflets,  or  fmali  rocks ;  that  on  its  eaft  fide  is 
remarkable  for  its  flat  table  top,  and  for  its  being 
perforated  nearly  in  the  middle.  The  fituation 
of  thefe  iflands,  the  eafternmoft  being  nearly  5° 
to  the  wellward  of  the  meridian  of  the  ifland  of 
Cocos,  gave  us  at  firft  reafon  to  luppofe  them  a 
new  difcovery,  and  not  a  part  of  the  group  of  the 
Gallipagos,  as  all  the  ancient  accounts  agree  in 
placing  the  Cocos  due  north  from  the  wcftern- 
moft  of  that  duller  of  iflands ;  but  when  we 
took  into  confideration  the  very  rapid  currents 
by  which  we  had  been  controlled,  they  eafily 
accounted  for  errors  to  which  other  navigators 
muff  neceflarily  have  been  fubjcded,  w^ho  have 
not,  like  ourfclvcs,  been  fo  v.cll  provided  with 
the  means  of  afcertaining  the  full  cffed:  of  their 
influence ;  which  had,  fince  our  leaving  that 
ifland,  produced  a  dllagreement  of  upwards  of 
two  degrees  of  longitude  in  our  dead  reckoning. 
The  dccifion  of  this  point  remained,  therefore, 
to  be  determined  by  our  further  progrefs  to  the 
fouth  ;  for,  in  the  event  of  the  firfl  or  fouihern- 
moft,  being  Wenmun's  ifland,  and  the  mofl 
northern,  tliUt  called  Culpepper's  illand,  the 
northernmolt  of  tlKit  grouj;  of  iflands,  little  doubt 
was  entertained  of  our  mcctinj;  with  more  of 
them  in  purfuing  our  Ibu.hjrn  couifc  ;  in  doing 
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which  wc  were  not  very  expeditious  the  two 
fuccecding  days,  as  the  wind  between  S.  S.  W. 
and  S.  S  E.  was  very  varial^le  in  point  of  ftrength ; 
and  although  we  endeavoured  to  take  every  ad- 
vantage it  afforded,  lb  little  progrefs  did  we  make 
againft  the  adverfe  current,  that  on  the  5th,  the 
mod  ibuthern  of  thefe  two  iflands  was  ftill  in 
fight,  and  at  noon  bore  by  compafs  N.  31  W., 
diftant  eight  or  nine  leagues.     The  obferved  la- 
titude at  this  time  Tvas  59',  longitude  268"  27', 
by  the  dead  reckoning  271°  24';  having,  in  the 
lafl  tw^enty-four  hours,  been  fet  by  the  current 
feven  miles  to  the  north,  and  forty-eight  miles 
to  the  wellward.     As  we  were  now  approach- 
ing the  equator,  and  as  the   fea   was  tolerably 
fmooth,  fome  further  obfervations  were  made  on 
the  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic  needle, 
whicli  fliewed 

The  marked  end  North  face  Eaft,     7°    8' 

Ditto  ditto  Weft,     8     3 

Ditto  South  face  Eaft,     7  28 

Ditto  ditto  Weft,     7   18 

Mean  inclination,  —  7  28 

The  variation  of  the  compafs,  at 

the  fame  time,  —  8  caftwardly. 

Wc  advanced  fo  flowly  from  thefe  iflands,  that 

at  fun-fct  the  fouthernmoft  of  them   was  ftill 

within  our  view,  bearing  by  compafs  N.  1 2  W. 

The  wind  was  moftly  at   S.  S.  W.   during  the 
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niffht,  with  this  we  itoocl  to  the  fouth-caft ward, 
and  at  day-Hght  on  Friday  morning  the  0th, 
difcovered  a  more  cxtcnfivc  land  than  the  two 
iflands  we  had  juft  pailed,  bearing  by  compafs 
from  S.  10  E.  to  S.  35  E.  This  land  appeared 
to  be  very  lofty,  to  be  at  a  confiderablc  diilance 
from  us,  and  to  be  divided  into  three  or  more 
iflands ;  but  as  we  approached  it  the  lefs  elevated 
parts  were  fcen  to  be  connedled,  fo  that,  in  the 
forenoon,  it  feemed  to  be  only  divided  into  two 
portions,  and  even  this  divilion  was  rendered 
doubtful,  as  we  drew  nearer  to  it,  by  the  low 
land  rifmg  to  view  until  about  noon,  when  the 
whole  extended  by  compafs  from  S.  -i2  E.  to 
S.  lO  E.,  with  a  detached  rock  S.  2  W.  In  this 
iituation  the  obferved  latitude  was  28'  north,  the 
longitude  208^32';  having  been  fet,  in  the  lail 
twenty-four  hours,  by  the  current  twcnty-fix 
miles  to  the  wellward.  This,  however,  appeared 
to  have  taken  place  in  the  early  part  of  that  day, 
as  lince  our  having  made  the  land  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  liad  approached  it  with  a  light  breeze, 
without  having  apparently  been  influenced  by 
any  current  vv]  itevcr. 
In  the  altcrnoon 
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clofe- hauled  in  for  the  liind,  and  before  iun-fet 
faw  verv  plainlv,  that  what  we  had  lor  lome 
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conneded  by  dcprefled  land  on  which  was  a 
hummock,  that  had  alfo  appeared  like  a  fmall; 
iiland ;  and  beyond  this  low  land,  at  a  confider- 
able  diftance  to  the  fouthward,  was  feen  an  ex- 
teniivc  lofty  table  mountain.  The  land  imme- 
diately before  us  formed  alfb  towards  its  eaftern 
extremity  a  fimilar  table  mountain,  and  towards 
its  weftern  point  a  very  regular  fliaped  round 
mountain,  which,  though  not  of  equal  height  to 
the  others,  was  yet  of  conlidsrable  elevation,  and 
in  this  point  of  view  feemed  to  dcfccnd  with 
great  uniformity.  The  eafternmoft,  terminating 
in  a  low  point  with  fome  fmall  hummocks  upon 
it,  at  fix  in  the  evening  bore  by  compafs  S.  47 
E.J  the  wefternmoft,  which  terminated  more 
abruptly,  S.  13  W. ;  and  the  detached  rock, 
which  is  ileep,  with  a  flat  top,  S.  7 1  W.  The 
whole  of  this  connected  land  appeared  now  to 
form  an  extcnfive  lofty  trad: ;  and  as  I  had  no 
intention  of  flopping,  the  object  for  confideration 
was,  on  which  fide  we  fliould  be  moft  likely  to 
make  the  beft  paffage  ?  The  fouth-weft  wind 
from  its  fleadinefs,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
weather,  feemed  to  be  fixed  in  that  quarter,  and 
as  we  approached  the  lliore  we  found  a  flrong 
current  fctting  to  windward  ;  I  therefore  did  not 
hcfitatc  to  ufe  our  endeavours  to  piifs  to  the  wefl- 
ward  of  this  iiland,  which  under  all  circumftances 
appeared  to  me  to  be  the  beft  plan  to  purfuc. 
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Wc  drew  in  with  the  ifland  un^il  about  nine 
at  night,  when  we  were  within  about  a  league 
of  its  fliores,  and  finding  that  the  windward  cur- 
rent was  the  ftrongell  near  to  the  land,  the 
night  was  employed  in  making  Ihort  trips  be- 
tween the  fhorcs  of  the  ifland  and  the  flat  rock 
before  mentioned,  frequently  trying  for  found- 
ings with  1 00  fathoms  of  line  without  fuccefs. 
On  Saturday  the  7  th,  we  were  nearly  up  with  the 
wcflern  extremity  of  the  ifland,  and  as  the  wea- 
ther was  fair  and  plcafant  with  a  very  gentle 
breeze  of  wind,  I  wiflied,  whilft  the  Ihip  was 
turning  up  along  fliore,  to  acquire  fome  know- 
ledge of  what  the  country  confifted,  and  for  that 
purpofe  immediately  after  break faft  Mr.  Whid- 
bey,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Mcnzics,  was  difpatched 
with  orders  to  land  fome  where  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  weflcrn  extremity  of  the  land  then  in 
light,  which  had  been  named  Cape  Berkeley. 
The  part  of  the  ifland  we  were  now  oppofitc  to, 
and  that  which  we  were  near  to  the  preceding 
evening  forming  i^s  north- wcftern  fide,  cither 
Ihoots  out  into  long,  low  black  points,  or  termi- 
nates in  abrupt  cliffs  of  no  great  height,  without 
any  appearance  of  affording  anchorage  or  flielter 
for  Ibipping.  The  furf  broke  on  every  part  of 
the  fliores  with  much  violeace,  and  the  country 
wore  a  very  dreary  dcf^)hitc  afpcdl,  being  defl:itute 
of  wood  and  nearly  fo  of  verdure   to  a  confider- 
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able  diftancc  trom  the  fca  fide,  until  nCvir  the 
fummit  of  the  mountains,  and  particuhuly  on 
that  which  fornaed  nearly  the  north-weftcrn  part 
of  the  ifland ;  where  vegetation,  though  in  no 
very  flourilhing  ftate,  had  exiftencc. 

The  obfcrvcd    latitude   at  noon,   being  then 
wichin  four  or  five  miles  of  its  fliorcs,  was   /V 
north,  the  longitude  208"  29§';  in  which  fitua- 
tion  the  fteep  flat  rock,   called  Rodondo  rock, 
bore  by  compafs  N.  25  W. ;  the  eaflernmoll  part 
of  the  ifland  now  in  fight,   N.  78  E.,  and  cape 
Berkeley  in  a  line  with  more  diftant  land,  fup- 
pofcd  by  us  to  be  another  ifland,  fouth.     As  we 
advanced,  the  rcc^ular  round  mountain  aifumed  a 
more  peaked   fliapc,  and  dcfccnding  with  fomc 
inequalities,  terminated  at  the  north- well  extre- 
mity in  a  low  barren  rocky  point,  fituatcd  accord- 
ing to   our  obfcrvations   in    latitude   2'   north, 
208^  3(y  caft.     From  it  the  ftccp  flat  rock  lies 
N.  2  W.,  dillant  12  miles ;  and  the  fliorcs  of  the 
north-weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  fo  far  as  we  traced 
them,  took  a  diredlon  about  N.  50  E.  fixteen 
miles ;  the   w  ind  for  the  moft   part  of  the  day 
continued  l!}j:;ht  and  variable  betweei  the  weft 
and    S.  W.,   but   with  the   help  of  the  current 
which  ftill  continued  to  run  in  our  favour,  we 
palfed   in    the   afternoon  to   the  fouth  of  cape 
Bjrkclcv,  from  whence   the  fliorcs  to  the  fouth- 
wr.rd  of  that  point  take  a  ruundinfX  turn  to  tlie 
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eaftward,  and  (hoot  out  into   low  rocky  points. 
The  interior  country  exhibited  the  mod  fliattcr- 
ed,  broken,  and  conlufcd  landfcape  lever  beheld, 
fecmingly  as  if  formed  of  the  mouths  of  innu- 
merable craters  of  various  heights  and  different 
fizcs.     This  opinion  was  confirmed  about  five 
in  the  afternoon  on  the  return  of  Mr.  Whidbey 
and  his   party,   from    whom  I   undcrflood,  that 
«ibout  two  leagues  to  the  eaft  fouth-eaftvvard  of 
cape  Berkeley,  a  bay  had  been  difcovered  round 
a   very   remarkable    hummock,    which    feemed 
likely    to  afford   tolerably   good  anchorage  and 
flicker  from  the  prevailing  winds ;  but  as  Mr. 
Whidbey  had  little  time  to  fpare,  and  as  the 
fliores  afforded  neither  fuel  nor  frefh   water,  he 
was  not  very  particular  in  this  examination,  but 
endeavoured  to  gain  feme  knowledge  concerning 
the  general  productions  of  the  country.     During 
the  fliort  time  the  gentlemen  were  fo  employed 
on  (liore,  thofe  remaining  in  the  boat,  with  only 
two  hooks  and  lines,  nearly  loaded  her  with  ex-- 
cccdingly  fine  fifli,  fuflicicnt  for   ourfelves,  and 
fomc   to  fjxirc  for  the  CiiatlKim.      Our  opinion, 
that  this  part  of  the  illand  had  been  greatly  fub- 
jc6i  to  volcanic  eruptions,  appeared  by  this  vifit 
to  have  been  well  foiKidcd;  fincc  it  iliould  feem, 
that  it  is  either  in  Icbted   lor  its  elevation  above 
the  furlace  ol    the  ocean  to   volcanic  powers,  or 
that  at  no  very  remote  paiod  it  bad  been  fo  pro- 
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lufcly  covered  with  volcanic  matter,  as  to  render 
its  furfacc  incapable  of  more  than  the  bare  cxid- 
cnce  of  vegetables ;  as  a  few  only  were  found  to 
be  produced  in  the  chafms  or  broken  furfacc  of 
the  lava,  of  which  the  fubftratum  of  the  whole 
idand  fecmed  to  be  compofed.     Inllead  of  the 
different  fpecics   of  turtles  which  are  generally 
found  in  the  tropical,  or  equatorial  regions,  thcfc 
ihores,  however  fmgular  it  may  fcem,  aboundcc^ 
with  that  defcription  of  thofe  animals  w liich  arc 
ufually  met  with  in  the  temperate  zones,  border- 
ing on  the  ardlic  and  antar^Stic  circles :  the  pen- 
guin and  feals  alfo,  fome  of  which  latter  I  undcr- 
ftood  were  of  that  tribe  which  are  confidcrcd  to 
be  of  the  fur  kind,   were  fcen,  as  likewife  fome 
guanas  and  fnakes ;  thcfe,  together   with  a  few 
l>ircls,  of  which  in  point  of  number  the  dove  bore 
the  grcatcft  proportion,  were  what  appeared  prin- 
cipally to  compofe  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  ; 
with  which,   from  its  very   uncommon  appear- 
ance, I  was  very  dcfiious  to  ha^•c   become  better 
acquainted  ;  but  we   had  now  no  time  to  fpare 
for  fuch  an  inquiry,  nor  (hould  I  indeed  have 
Ik'cu  able  perfonally  to  have  indulged  my  curio- 
fity,  as  I  Hill   continued  to  labour  under  a  very 
indifferent  ftate  of  health,  which  in  feveral  other 
inftanccs  had    deprived   me  of  fimilar  gratifica- 
tions. 

At  fun-fct  the  ftccp  flat  rock  bore  by  compafs 
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N.  5  W.  and  the  land  in  fight  from  N.  50  W. 
to  S.  9  E. ;  the  former,  being  the  north-weft 
point  of  the  ifland,  and  the  latter,  the  land  that 
was  dated  at  noon  to  be  in  a  linp  with  it,  ftill  at 
a  confidcrable  dillance  from  us ;  both  of  which 
fcenied  to  form  very  projecting  points,  from 
whence  the  fhores  retired  far  to  the  eaftward ; 
but  whether  only  a  deep  bay  was  thus  formed, 
or  wlicthcr  the  land  was  here  divided  into  two 
feparate  iflands,  our  diftance  was  too  great  to 
determine. 

In  the  evening  the   wind  frefiicnrd  from  the 
S.  S.  W.  with  which  we  plied  to  the  fouthward, 
and  having  ftill  the  llream  in  our  favor,  we  kept 
near  the  (hore  where  the   current  continued  to 
be  the  ftrongeft.     At  midnight  this  breeze  wa^ 
fucceedcd  by  a  calm,  which  lafted  until  day-light 
the  next  morning,   when,  with  a  Hght  breeze, 
and  the  airillancc  of  the  current,  we  made  fomc 
progrefs  along  fliorc.     As  we  advanced,  land  fur- 
ther diftant,  and  apparently  detached,  was  dif- 
covcrcd  to  the  S.  S.  li.;  at  noon  the  obferve<l 
latitude  was  I8i'  fouth,  the  longitude  208^23'  ; 
in  this  fituation  we  were  uppofitc  to  the  iandl 
mentioned    the  preceding  day   at   noon.     Thi& 
takes  a  circular   form,   and   Ihoots    into  (cveral 
fmall   low  projecting   points.     From   the   tnoH 
confpicuous  of  thcfj,  culled  cape   Douglas,   the 
adjacent  fliores  take   on  one  fide  a  noitii-cisir- 
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ward!)',  and  on  the  other  a  foutherly,  dlredion. 
Tlic  above,  being  the  neareft  (liore,  bore  by  com- 
pafs  N.  78  E.  diftant  five  miles;  the  fouthern- 
moft  part  of  this  land  in  fight  S.  30  E. ;  the  weft 
point  of  the  lail-difcovered  detached  land,  which 
is  nam!;d  Chriftopher's  point,  S.  28  E. ;  and  cape 
"Berl'dcy  N.  14  W.  The  land  we  were  now 
abreaft  of  bore  a  ftrong  rcfemblance  to  that  fecn 
the  preceding  day,  equally  barren  and  dreary 
towards  the  fca-fidc,  but  giving  nourifliment  to 
a  few  fcattcred  vegetable  productions  on  the 
more  elevated  part,  which  rofe  to  a  table  moun- 
tain of  coniiderablc  height  and  magnitude,  and 
is  the  fourth  mountain  of  thii  table-like  form  of 
which  this  land  is  compolcd. 

The  wind,  during  the  afternoon  and  night, 
blew  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  fouthward,  but  as 
wc  continued  to  be  alTiited  by  the  current  fctting 
to  windward,  we  made  f  )me  progrefs  in  that  di- 
rection, and  were  fjfRcientlv  to  the  fouthward 
the  next  morning,  Monday  the  yth,  to  afcertain 
pretty  clearly  that  the  lall-difcovered  land,  now 
bearing  S.  54  E.  dlllant  nine  leagues,  was  dif- 
tind.  from  the  fecond  difi ovcred  land,  or  ifland ; 
and  that  its  wcftcrn  part,  Chrillopher's  point,  lies 
from  the  louth  pui:it  of  the  fccond-difcovered 
land,  which  is  called  cape  Hamond,  S.  13  E.  at 
the  diftaiice  of  twenty  miles. 

Thus   concku.ed   cur    examination   of  thcfe 
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fliorcs,  which  proved  to  be  thofc  oi  the  Gallipagos 
illands.  The  wind  now  fccmcd  to  be  fettled  in 
the  fouth-eaftern  quarter,  blowing  a  Iceady  plea- 
fant  gale  ;  and  as  the  weather  was  line,  we  were 
once  more  flattered  with  the  pleafing  hopes  ot" 
having  at  length  reached  the  regular  fouth-eafl 
trade  wind;  we  therefore  made  the  ocft  of  our 
way  to  the  louth-weftv/ard  with  all  fail  fet,  and 
at  noon  obferved  we  were  in  latitude  -lir'  foutli. 
The  longitude  by  the  leveral  chronometers,  agree- 
ably to  their  rates  as  afcertained  at  the  ifland  of 
Cocof,  was  by  Arnold's  No.  1 4,     20;^  r,-i'   30* 

Ditto        17O,     20;     :>'^    -M 


Kendall's,  20;     52    JO 

But  by  the  dead  reckoning  it  ap- 
peared to  be       -  -  2r2        2      0 
The  variation  of  the   furveylng   compals  was 
8^  eaftv.ardly,  and  the  vertical  inclination  of  the 
marine  dipping  needle  was, 

Marked  End,  North  face  Eail, 

Ditto  ditto  Weil, 

Ditto      South   face   Eaft, 

Ditto  ditto  Well, 

Mean   incliiiHtion    of   the    north 
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that  at  leaft  the  relative  pofition  in  point  of  lon- 
gitude of  that  ifland  with  thefc  would  be  found 
corrc(5l ;  and  I  truft,  that  the  means  adopted  to 
afcertain  the  longitude  of  the  former,  will  not  be 
found  liable  to  any  material  error. 

On  reference  to  the  relative  pofition  of  thd 
land  to  which  our  attention  had  been  directed 
fince  the  6th  of  this  month,  the  delineation  of 
its  (bores  from  our  obfervations,  will  be  found  to 
bear  a  very  ftriking  rcfcmblance  to  that  of  the 
•wefternmoft  of  the  Gallipagos,  as  laid  down  in 
Captain  Cook's  general  chart ;  and  although  the 
iituation  of  Wenman's  ifland  does  not  corrc6i\y 
agree,  yet  the  correfpondence  of  the  larger  por- 
tions of  the  land  with  the  above  chart,  is  doubt- 
lefs  a  further  confirmation  of  their  being  the  fame 
as  is  therein  intended  to  be  reprefcnted ;  from 
whence  I  fliould  fuppofe,*  that  the  firft  and  third 
portions  of  land  fccn  by  us  conftitiited  Albemarle 
ifland,  and  that  the  fecond  was  Narborough's 
ifland.     Thefe  names  were  given  by  the  Buc- 
caneers, as  iilfo  that  of  Rodondo  rock  to  the  flecp 
flat  rock,   and   Chriftophcr's  point  to  the   weft 
point  of  the  third  land ;  and  under  this  perfua- 
fion,  this  is  the  fouth- weft  point  of  Marlborough 
ifland,  which  is  fituated  according  to  our  obfer- 

•  This  conjedlure  was  on  my  return  to  England  fu'Iy  confirmed 
by  the  iitformation  1  received  in  conleqvience  of  Captain  Coluett's 
viHt  to  thefe  iHaiidis. 
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vations  in  Uitltiidc  50'  fouth,  longitude  203'^  34'' 
aft. 


a 


From  tlicfc  conclufions,  all  the  objc6ls  I  had 
had  in  view  in  Itccriiii^  this  louth-caftwardly 
courle  from  Montcir'y  appeared  to  have  been 
accomplilhcd  ;  fmce  I  had  not  entertained  the 
moft  diftant  intention  of  flopping,  to  make  fur- 
veys  or  corrcd:  examinations  of  any  iflands  we 
might  fee.  But  as  the  fituation  of  thofe  which 
were  lying  not  far  out  of  our  track  had  been  va- 
rioufly  reprefented,  I  anxioufly  wilhed  to  obtain 
fuch  information  as  would  place  this  matter  out 
of  all  difpute  for  the  future;  and  having  been 
enabled  to  effed  this  purpofe  to  my  fatisfadion, 
it  was  {c  me  recompencc  for  the  very  irkfome 
and  tedious  palllige  we  had  experienced  in  con- 
fcquence  of  the  light  baffling  winds  that  had 
conllantly  attended  us  after  we  had  pail'ed  cape 
Corientcs;  fmce  which  time,  to  our  ilation  this 
day  at  noon,  our  progrefs  upon  an  average  had 
not  been  more  than  at  the  rate  of  10  leagues  per 
day. 

I  (liall  now  proceed  to  flatc,  what  little  more 
occurred  to  my  knowledge  or  obfervation  re- 
fpedlng  that  part  of  the  Gallipagos  iflands  that 
we  were  now  about  to  leave.  The  climate  ap- 
peared to  be  fingularly  temperate  for  an  equato- 
jial  country.  Since  our  departure  from  the  ifland 
of  Cocos  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  had 
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feldom  rifen  above  78,  and  for  the  three  pre- 
ceding days  it  had  moflly  been  between  the  74th 
and  7 0th  degree  ;  the  atmofphere  felt  light  and 
exhilarating,  and  the  wind  which  came  chiefly 
from   the   fouthern  quarter  was  very  cool    and 
refrefliing.     The  lliorcs  appeared  to  be  ftcep  and 
bold,  free  from  llioals  or  hidden  dangers ;  fome 
riplings  were  obferved,  which  at  firft  were  fup- 
pofcd  to  be  occafioned  by  the  former,   but  as 
foundings  were   not  gained  when  we  were  in 
them,  thefe  riplings  were  attributed  to  the  meet- 
ing of  currents.     The  lofty  mountains  of  which 
this  land  is  principally  compofed,  excepting  that 
which  forms  its  north- weftern  part,  appeared  to 
us  in  general  to  defcend  with  much  regularity 
from  a  nearly  flat  or  tabic  fummit,  and  to  termi- 
nate at  the  bafe  in  projeding  points  on  very  low 
level  land  ;  fo  that,  at  a  dillance,  each  of  thefe 
mountains  appeared  to  form   a  diftind  ifland. 
This  circumftance  may  probably  have  given  rife 
to  the  different  ftatemcnts  of  former  vifitors  con- 
cerning the  number  of  this  group  of  iflands;  all 
of  them  however  agree  in  their  affording  great 
llores  of  refrelhment  in  the  land  and  fca  turtles, 
in  an  abundance  of  mofl:  excellent  fifli  of  fcvcral 
forts,  and  in  great  numbers  of  wild  fowl.     Our 
having  fcen  but  few  turtles  whilft  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  thefe  iflands,  is  no  proof  that  thefe 
animals  do  not  rcfort  thither;  for  in  the  fea  wc 

favv 


u  'A 


1?^ 


1795.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  211 

faw  neither  fcals  nor  penguins,  yet  the  fliores, 
were  in  a  manner  covered  with  them  ;  and  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  the  parts  of  the  coaft  that  were  prc- 
fcntedto  our  view  confifted  principally  of  a  broken, 
rugged,  rocky  fubftance,  not  eafdy  acceffiblc  to 
the  fca  turtle,  which  mod  commonly,  and  par- 
ticularly for  the  purpofc  of  dcpofiting  its  eggs, 
reforts  to  fandy  beaches.  With  rcfpcd:  to  fifli, 
we  had  ample  proof  of  their  abundance,  and  of 
the  cafe  with  which  they  arc  to  be  taken ;  but 
in  regard  of  that  great  dcfideratum,  frcfh  water, 
fome  aflert  that  the  iflands  afford  large  ftreams, 
and  even  rivers ;  whilft  others  ftate  them  to  pof- 
fcfs  only  a  very  fcanty  portion,  or  to  be  nearly 
deftitute  of  it.  This  however  is  but  of  little  im- 
portance, as,  from  their  vicinity  to  the  Cocos, 
where  perpetual  fprings  fccm  to  water  every  part 
of  the  ifland,  veiTels  ftandlng  in  need  of  a  fupply, 
may  eafily  procure  a  fufficient  quantity  for  all 
purpofcs ;  and  fnice  we  faw  in  their  neighbour- 
hood many  whales  which  we  conceived  to  be  of 
the  fpcrmaccti  kind,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  thefc 
lliores  may  become  places  of  dcfirable  refort  to 
adventurers  engaged  in  taking  thofe  animals. 
Not  with  llanding  that  oar  vlfit  did  not  afford  an 
opportunity  for  dilbovering  the  moil  eligible 
places  to  which  veffels  might  repair;  it  never- 
thclcfs,  by    afccrtaining  the  adual  fituation    of 
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talk  of  procuring  fuch  information  more  eaiy  to 
thofe,  who  may  wifli  to  benefit  by  the  advan- 
tages thefe  iflands  may  be  found  to  furnifli. 

I  fliall  now  take  my  leave  of  the  GalHpagos 
iflands,  and  with  them  alfo  of  the  North  Pacific 
Ocean,  in  which  we  had  paiTed  the  laft  three 
years.  "'  '  /';  '^ 
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Proceed  to  the  Southward — The  Difcovery  fprlng^ 
her  Main-majl — Scurvy  makes  its  Appearance — > 
Fafs  the  JJlainds  of  Maffafuero  and  Juan  Fernan- 
dez— Arrive  at  Valparaifo — Vifit  St.  JagOy  the 
capital  of  Chili. 

ON  taking  our  final  leave  of  the  North  Pacific 
Ocean,  1  could  not  avoid  feeling  fome  re- 
gret in  refledling,  that  although  1  was  convi^ce(i 
we  had  very  effed^ually  delineated  its  eaftern 
fliores,  yet  that  the  geography  of  a  very  large 
portion  -of  that  coaft  which  gives  bounds  to  its 
wcftcrn  limits,  ftill  remained  very  imperfe^lly, 
and  indeed  almoft  intircly,  unknown  to  Euro- 
peans. The  examination  of  thefc  parts  however 
had  not  formed  an  objccfl  of  the  prefent  expedi- 
tion; nor  could  wc,  without  a  complete  re- 
equipment  of  both  vciTcls  in  fome  eflabliflied  ar- 
fcnal,  have  undertaken  a  fervice  of  that  nature 
with  any  rcafonablc  profpc6l  of  fuccefs,  had  it 
been  within  the  limits  of  my  commiffion.  The 
length  of  time  w^e  had  now  been  abfent  from  our 
native  foil,  the  unplcafant  intelligence  wc  had 
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recently  received  of  the  ftate  of  Europe,  and  the 
defire  we  had  of  adding  our  little  ftrength  to  the 
means  adopted  for  the  rcftoration  of  good  order 
and  tranquillity  at  home,  all  combined  to  recon- 
cile us  to  any  dilappointmcnt  which  the  thirft  for 
exploring  or  diibovering  new  countries  might 
have  infpired  ;  and  operated  to  fatisfy  our  minds 
as  to  the  ncccffity  of  making  the  beft  of  our  way 
towards  thofe  regions,  where  our  fervices  in  ano- 
ther line  of  duty  might  poflibly  be  more  accept- 
able to  our  country. 

Our  progrcfs  however  was  not  equal  to  our 
wiflies,  for  by  Wednefday  the  1 1th  at  noon,  we 
had  only  reached  the  latitude  of  2°  3'  fouth, 
vhen  the  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic 
needle  v  n-  obfcrved  to  be,      '" 

Marked  End,  North  face  Eaft, 
Ditto         Ditto  Weft, 

Ditto         South  face  Eaft, 
Ditto         Ditto  Weft, 

Mean  inclination  of  the  iiorlJi  point,  o    30 

The  variation  of  the  compafs  at  this  time  was 
r^  45'  eaftwardlv. 

The  wind  between  S.  E.  and  E.  S.  E.  blew  a 
ftcady  but  very  gentle  breeze,  and  although  the 
atmojpherc  was  moftly  free  from  clouds,  yet  the 
Mcather  was  temperate  and  pleafant ;  the  ther- 
inomctcr  night  and  day  remaining  between  75 
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and  7O.     On  Thurfday  the   12th,  in  the  after- 
noon, the  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic 
needle  was  found  to  be  as  under ; 
Marked  End,  North  face  Eaft, 
Ditto         Ditto  Weft, 

Ditto         South  face  Eaft, 
Ditto         Ditto  Weft, 

Mean  inclination  o{  the /out hpohtt, 
The  variation  of  the  compafs,  7°  50^  eaftwardly. 
The  fame  light  winds  with  pleafant  weather 
continued  until  the  following  day,  when,  after 
about  ten  hours  calm,  a  breeze  fprang  up  from 
the  S.  E.  which  gradually  increafed,   and   the 
next  day,  Friday  the  13th  at  noon,  the  latitude 
was  obferved  to  be  4^  15'  fouth,  longitude  205^ 
15'.     The  vertical  inclination  of  the  marine  dip- 
ping needle  was  as  follow-s : 
Marked  End,  North  face    Eaft, 
Ditto         Ditto  Weft, 

Ditto         South  face    Eaft, 
Ditto         Ditto  Weft, 

Mean  inclination  of  the  fouth  point, 
And  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  9°  7'  eaftwardly. 
Since  our  departure  from  the  Gallipagos  iflands 
wo  had  felt  the  influence  of  a  current  fetting  to 
the  weftvvard,  though  this  did  not  appear  to  be 
of  great  ftrength,  as  the  error  of  the  dead  reck- 
oning in  longitude  to  this  fituation  in  the  ocean 
had  not  increafed  more  than  a  degree. 

P4  The 


50 

37' 

5 

32 

5 

55 

0 

3 

5 

40 

■!«,■  !l 


' 


I 


■•*'«."*ii-*t«»r**'" 


i ' 


2lO  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [fEB. 

The  extremely  bad  failing  of  the  Chatham 
had,  throughout  this  voyage,  very  materially 
retarded  the  progrefs  of  our  labours,  but  fuicc  our 
laft  departure  from  Monterrey  the  evil  feemed  to 
have  much  increafed ;  and  confidcring  that  our 
operations  to  the  fbuthward  might  acquire  fomc 
advancement  from  our  preceding  her,  I  informed 
Mr.  Puget,  that  I  fliould  make  the  bed  of  my 
way  with  the  Difcovery  towards  the  ifland  of 
Juan  Fernandez  ;  and  in  the  event  of  his  not 
arriving  there  before  our  departure,  he  was  pro- 
vided with  further  inftrudlions,  which,  with  fuch 
as  I  might  leave  for  him  at  that  llation,  would 
be  fufficient  for  his  future  government.  After 
having  made  thefe  neceifary  arrangements,  wc 
made  all  fail  in  the  Difcovery  with  a  plcafant 
ftcady  gale  from  the  S.  S.  E.  Many  oceanic 
birds  and  numbers  of  filh  iVill  attended  us,  and 
wc  were  now  and  then  fortunate  In  taking;  fomc 
of  the  latter.  By  the  evening  the  Chatham  Nsas 
a  confiderablc  dlftancc  aflcrn,  and  by  the  next 
forenoon,  Monday  the  lUth,  intirely  out  of  light 
^Vom  the  niaft-head  ;  U)  tliat  the  diftance  \n  e  had 
gained  of  her  in  twenty-four  hours  could  not 
be  much  fliort  of  five  leagues. 

Our  progrcis  nov/  was  not  onl\  \  c  ry  expeditious, 
but  \ery  plcafant  ;  the  wind  blew  a  itcady  gale 
between  K.  S.  K.  and  S.  S.  E  ;  the  lea  abounded 
wJdi  a  yfreat  \arietv  of  filh,  and  was  remarkabiv 
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fmooth ;  the  wcr.thcr,  altcrnntcly  clc'.r  and  dou<iy, 
vv'itli  fomc  flight  lliovvcrs  oi  rain,  was  very  tem- 
perate and  agreeable,  the  thermometer  llandinii; 
between  ;5  and  7;.  On  Salurduy  in  fouth  la- 
titude 12*'  is' ,  longitude  by 

Arnold's  No.  14,  ^  255°  3^' 

170,  -  255     O 
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And  by  the  dead  reekoning,   continued  iVom  the 
illand  of  Cocos,  2O0"  32'. 

In  this  fituation. the  vertical  inclination  of  the 
magnetic  needle  was, 

Marked  End,  North  face  Eail, 
Ditto         Ditto  Welt, 

Ditto         South  face  Eail:, 
Ditto         Ditto  Weft, 

Mean  inclination  of  the  fouth  point,  23     23 
The  variation  of  the  compafi},  4"  55'' eaic  ward! y. 
As  we  advanced  the  wind  dccreafed  in  it:?  force, 
and  gradually  inclined  to  the  cailward  and  north- 
ward of  call:,  with  nearly  the  idiuc  pleaiant  wea- 
ther.    On  Thurfday   the  20th,   in   latitude   IQ" 
44',  longitude  253"  45',  .he  vertical  inclination 
of  the  magnetic  needle  was  found  to  be, 
Marked  End ,  North  face  Eall,        3 G 
Ditto         Ditto  Weir.      3u 

Ditto  South  face  P>dl-,         35 

Ditto         Ditto  Weir,       35 

Mean  inclination  of  the  fouth  point,  25 
Variation  of  the  r->innaf-..  2  :'  5'  cull  ward  I  v. 
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The  trade  wind  during  the  tvs^o  fucccedlng 
days  was  light  and  variable  in  the  eaftern  quarter, 
and  on  Sunduy  the  lit  of  March  we  fccmed  to 
have  reached  the  variable  winds,  having  a  frcHi 
breeze,  attended  with  a  very  heavy  fwcll  from 
the  north-weftvvard.  The  oblerved  latitude  at 
noon  was  23"  21' ,  longitude  by 


Arnold's  No.  14, 


255^ 
254 


52 


Kendall's,  -       254    53 

And  by  the  dead  reckoning,  20o    25     * 

The  variation  of  the  compafs  was  4"  eaft- 
wardlv.     In  the  afternoon  we  aa:ain  reached  the 

•I  o 

t;empcratc  zone ;  and  notv.ithftanding  that  fincc 
our  departure  from  the  Gallipagos  iflands  we  had 
palled  under  a  vertical  fun,  the  height  of  the 
mercury  in  the  thermometer  had  at  no  time  ex- 
ceeded ;'/"  degrees. 

The  north-weft  wind  continued  with  fair 
pleafant  weather  until  the  evening  of  Monday  the 
2d,  when  it  veered  to  the  north,  and  became 
litilit  and  variable  between  the  N.  N.  E.  and 
E.  N.  E.  On  V'/cdncfday  the  4th,  in  latitude 
2(3'  45',  longitude  by  Arnold's  No.  14,  258"  3()', 
we  pafTcd  fome  drift  wood,  and  we  had  many 
birds  and  fiflies  about  the  fhip.  Some  good  lunar 
obfervations  had  been  lately  procured  by  fome  of 
the  officers,  which  fiiewed  the  longitude  to  be 
about  j'   to  the  wcfhward  of  Arnold's  No.  14, 

18' 
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18'  to  the  cnftvvard  of  No.  1  ;0,  and  3'  to  the  caft- 
ward  of  Kendall's  chronometer;  the  dead  reck- 
oning at  the  fame  time  Ihewhig  20  i^  lo';  th>. 
variation  wa^,  l"  caiUvardly,  and  the  thermometer 
from  73  to  75. 

From  this  time  onr  proi^rcfs  was  much  retarded 
hy  the  wind  being  adverfe,  and  varying  between 
fouth  and  E.  S  E. ;  the  weather  hov»^ever  con- 
tinued fair  and  pleafant  until  the  morning  of 
Sunday  the  8th,  when  the  breeze  frcdiened,  at- 
tended by  fome  (liowcrs  and  fmart  fcjualls ;  in  one 
of  thcfe,thc  heavieft  wchadexperiencedfor  a  great 
length  of  time,^  the  head  of  the  mainmall  was 
difcovcred  to  Jjave  been  very  badly  fprung,  about 
five  feet  below  the  ri<i<jrin2;  and  about  fevcn  feet 
above,  and  oppofite  to  its  former  defedive  part. 
The  fails  on  the  mainmaft  were  immediately 
taken  in,  and  on  further  examination  of  the 
wound,  the  head  of  the  maft  was  feen  to  be  in  a 
verv  weak  and  lliattered  condition.  No  time 
was  loll  in  relievina;  it  of  its  weight,  by  ijjettina: 
every  thing  down  upon  deck  that  was  above  the 
top,  and  the  carpenters  were  immediately  em- 
ployed in  preparing  two  anchor  ftocks  ?Lsj7/?ics  to 
'fnpport  the  mull- head.  At  noon  the  obferved 
latitude  was  8",  the  longitude  259"  32'  ;  the  va- 
riation of  the  compafs  5"  3^  eafterly,  and  the 
thermometer  from  70''  to  72".  The  weather 
was  tolerably  favorable  for  applying  fuch  remedies 
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to  the  dcfcdt  in  the  maft  as  \vc  poiTcfTed  ;  and 
on  Monday  afternoon,  the  Qth,  it  being  as  well 
fecurcd  as  was  in  our  power,  the  mizcntop-maft 
was  fubftitutcd  for  a  maintop-maft,  that  being  as 
much  as  the  weak  ftatc  of  the  lower  maft  was 
capable  of  fuftaining,  and  the  maintop-gallant- 
mall  was  got  up  for  a  mizcn-top-maft.  By  this 
unfortunate  accident  our  quantity  of  canvas  was 
i'o  reduced,  that  our  progrcfs  towards  the  ap- 
pointed rendezvous  was  rendered  very  flow  ;  wc 
however  made  the  beft  oi'  our  way,  with  winds 
very  variable  both  in  refpedl  to  force  and  direc- 
tion, though  generally  attended  with  moderate 
plcalant  weather. 

Without  the  occurrence  of  any  circumftancc 
worthy  of  recital,  wc  paH'cd  on  until  Saturday  the 
1  -ith,  when  we  found  ourfclves  in  latitude  33"  1 3', 
longitude  202^  43',  and  variation  4^  v'l.ftwardly. 
At  this  time,  to  my  utter  aftcnilhmcnt  and  fur* 
prize,  I  was  given  to  undcrftand  from  Mr.  Men- 
zies  that  the  fca  fcurvy  had  made  its  appearance 
iunonaft  fomc  of  the  crew.  This  was  a  circum- 
ftancc for  which  it  was  not  cafv  to  account. 
The  high  ftatc  of  health  which  every  individual 
on  board  the  fliip  (my felf  excepted)  had  appeared 
to  enjoy  for  ibnic  months  before,  and  the  re- 
frcOiments  wc  had  been  conftantly  in  the  habit 
of  procr.rlnir  fincc  our  arrival  at  Monterrey,  to- 
gcthcr  with  the  very  pleafant  weather  that  had 

attended 
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attended  us  fincc  that  period,  all  confpircd  to 
render  the  caufc  of  this  unfortunate  malady  the 
more   inexplicable,  efpecially  as  there  had   not 
been  the  fmallcft  abatement  or  relaxation  in  the 
meafurcs  I  had  adopted  at  the  commencement  of 
our  voyage ;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  moft  rigid 
obfervance  had  been  paid  to  all  thofe  circum- 
flances,  which  had  been  proved  from  experience 
to  be  the  happy  and  cffedual  means  of  prefcrv- 
ing  that  moft  valuable  of  all  bleflings,   health. 
All  thefe  precautions  and  falutary  meafurcs  on 
this  occafion  feemed  to  have  loft  their  effect,  for 
the  number  of  our  fcorbutic  invalids  increafed, 
and  with  them  alfo  my  follcitude,  which  mviy 
probably  be  more  eafy  to  imagine  thiui  to  de- 
fcribc.     The  baneful  effeds  w-hich  fcldom  fail 
to  be  confequcnt  on  this  diforder  at  fea,  filled 
my  mind  with  .apprehcnfions  for  the  fafety  of 
our  patients  ;  and  having  prefumed  that  we  had 
at  length  profited  fo  much  by  the  experience  and 
indefatigable  labours  of  that  renowned  navigator 
Captain  Cook,  as  that  by  due  attention  we  could 
on  a  certainty  proted:  feafaring  people  from  the 
fatal    confcqucnccs  hitherto  infeparable,  under 
fimilar  circumftanccs,  from  this  malignant  dif- 
order, the  difappointmcnt  which  I  felt  on  this 
occafion  was  incxprcfiible.     This  was  the  fccond 
inftancc  in  which  it  hiid  appeared  during  tlic 
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its  appearance,  om*  people  having  been  for  many 
of  the  preectlirig  months  cxpofed  in  a  very  ar- 
duous and   latiguing  ferviec  to  moft  inelemcnt 
weather,  with  only  the  \  er}-  fmall  portion  ol"  rc- 
freflimcnts  we  were  enabled  to  procure  during 
that  time.     Thefe  reafons  did   not  now  exile, 
and  I  remained  in  the  greateft  uncertainty  con- 
ccrnini!;  the  cauic  of  its  orii!;in,  until  at  leninth  it 
appeared  to  have  been   di;ri\cd   from  a  Iburcc 
from  V.  licncc  I  Icaft  expc(!:lcd  it :  namely,  from  a 
difobcdicnccof  my  pofitlve  injuntTtions  and  orders 
on  the  part  of  the  cook,  wlio  had  been  ftridly 
forbidden  on  any  account  whatever  to  allow  the 
flvimmings  of  the  boiling  falted  meat  to  be  eaten 
by  tlic  people.     Of  this  difobedicncc,  the  lliip's 
cook,  a  iteady,  grave,  and  valuable  man,  came 
att  on  the  quarter  deck,  and  made  a  voluntiiry 
confcilion  ;   and   ftatcd,  that   he    had   not   only 
acled  in  dircd  oppofition  to  my  repeated  injunc- 
tions in  the  prefent  inflancc,  but  alfb  on  the 
former  occafion ;  thouLi;h  he  had  not  been  in- 
duced  at  any  other  time  during  the  voyage,  by 
the  importunities  of  the  j^eople,  to  tranigreis,  in 
giving  to  the  crew  the  ikimmings  (>f  the  boiler.-^ 
to   mii  v.ith  their   pulfc,  which  at  both  thoie 

times, 
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times,  but  particularly  the  prcfcnt,  they  had 
been  able  to  procure  in  great  abundance  from 
their  Spanilh  friends. 

On  his  examination  it  appeared  that  he  had 
been  \cfi>  fcrupulous  in  complying  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  people,  in  confcquence  of  argu- 
ments that  had  been  frequently  urged  and  fup- 
portcd  by  fome  on  .board,  who  Teemed  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  opinions  of  the  prcfident  of 
the  Royal  Society,  and  who  ilated,  that  he  con- 
ceived that  pulfe  with  any  kind  of  greafc  was 
not  only  a  wholefomc  food,  but  alfo  very  anti- 
fcorbutic. 

When  the  great  infipidity  of  peas  or  beans 
alone,  without  the  aid  of  butter,  or  other  quali- 
fying material,  is  taken  into  confidcration,  it  is 
not  much  to  be  wondered  at  that  a  deviation 
from  rcftridivG  rules  in  thofc  rcfpe6ts  fiiould  have 
taken   place,  with   people   fo  totally  indifferent 
and  carelefs  of  thcmiclvcs  as  are  the  generality  of 
feamen.     The  very  iinreferved  and  feeling  man- 
ner  in  which  the  cook  acknowlc(.l)j;cd  his  tranf- 
greffion,  and  the  contrition  he  Ihcvved  for  hav- 
ing tlius  departed  from  his  duty,  intitled  him  to 
my  lull   forgivcncfs ;  on  which  he  carneftly  af- 
fured  mc,  that  he  would  in  future  attend  llridly 
to  my  dircdions,  and  I  had  rcafon  to  believe  that 
he  performed  his  promife.     The   cook's   name 
was  John  Brown,  vn hicU  i  feel  a  fatisfadion  in 
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Tccordins',  from  his  havinr^  bcecn  the  means  ot' 
eftahUOung  a  ta«5l  of  {<:>  jr.iich  importance  to  ma- 
ritime pcrfcns,  by  the  two  experiments  v>hieh 
his  honefty  compelled  him  to  make  known,  at 
the  rjlk  of  a  puniflimcat  for  difobedience  ot 
orders. 

All  our  antifeptlcs  were  reforted  to,  but  they 
did  not  item  to  a6t  fo  well  as  on  the  former  occa- 
fion  ;  and  fince  the  number  of  fcorbutic  patients 
increafed  daily,  I  had  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
pernicious  indulgence  which  had  produced  the 
difealc,  had  been  a  very  general  practice  amongft 
the  crew. 

With  the  wind  blowing  a  fteady  gale,  chiefly 
between  N.  N.  E.  and  N.  W.,  attended  with 
fair  and  plealant  weather,  we  made  as  much  pro- 
grefs  as  could  well  be  cxpeded  in  our  crippled 
condition.  In  the  courle  of  the  preceding  week 
we  procured  feveral  very  good  lunar  obiervations 
for  the  longitude,  which,  when  reduced  by  Ar- 
nold's No.  M  to  Wcdnefday  the  ISth  at  noon, 
flievN  cd  their  refults  to  be  as  follow : 

'J  lie  mean  of  :3l  lets  taken  by  Mr.  VVhidhey,  273"  2")'  :^'>" 

Ditto  !,s         ditto       Mr.  Bakci,         27i  36  4S 

Diito  30         ditto       Mr.  Swaine,       273  32  30 

J)itto  37         ditto       Mr.  Manby,      273  l.^  37 

Ditto  30         ditto       Mr.  Orchard,     273  17  4i 

The  mean  of  the  whole  I3G  fcts  colleflively 
taken  Ihcwed  what  I  confidered  'Jic  true,  or 

nca'y  the  true  lonjiitiidCj  to  be  -         273  2;)  30 
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By  Arnold's  chronometer  No.  14,  the  longitude 

was  -  .  -  273°   5'  30" 

176         ditto         272     7 
Kendall's,         ditto  ditto         273     7  45 

From  thefe  ftatcmcnts  it  fliould  fcem,  that  the 
chronometers  were  at  this  time  materially  gain- 
ing on  the  rate  now  allowed.  The  dead  reck- 
oning fliewed  280°  l'.  The  obferved  latitude 
was  33°  50'  fouth,  and  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs  9M  5' caftwardly. 

At  day-light  in  the  morning  a  ftrange  Ml  had 
been  diicovered  at  a  great  diftance  allern,  or  ra- 
ther upon  our  weather  quarter ;  Ihe  was  fcon 
found  to  be  drawing  up  to  us,  although  wq 
had  all  the  fail  fet  that  we  were  able  to  carry ; 
and  as  Ihe  appeared  to  be  a  brig,  little  doubt  was 
entertained  of  her  being  the  Chatham ;  the  opi- 
nion of  her  being  our  confort  was  confirmed 
about  four  in  the  afternoon  by  her  anfwering  the 
private  fignal,  and  as  flic  had  now  evidently  the 
advantage  of  us  in  point  of  failing,  we  did  not 
Iliortcn  fiiil,  but  left  her  to  overtake  us ;  which 
however  was  not  effected  until  about  nine  o'clock 
on  Friday  forenoon  the  20th,  when  Mr.  Puget 
came  on  board,  and  I  had  the  pleafure  to  under- 
ftand  from  him,  that,  like  ourfJves,  they  had 
had  very  fine  weather  ever  fince  our  fcparation  ; 
and  that  on  the  2d  of  March  he  had  met  with  a 
large  Spanilli  merchant  fliip  named  the  Rofalie, 

Vol.  VI.  Q,  Antonio 
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Antonio  Jofcph  Valaro,  mafter,  laden  with  cocoa 
and  jcfuit's  bark  from  Guayaquil,  and  bound 
round  cape  Horn  to  Rio  dc  la  Plata,  and  from 
thence  to  Cadiz  ;  having  quitted  the  former  place 
on  the  20th  of  the  preceding  January.  The 
commander  of  this  vcflel  mentioned  the  lofs  of 
the  fliip  Edward  of  London,  which  had  been 
unfortunately  caft  away  at  a  place  called  Man- 
quiva,  and  that  feveral  other  Britifli  vcflcls,  which 
had  been  very  fuccefsfully  employed  in  the  fouth- 
ern  whale  fifliery,  had  vifitcd  different  ports  on 
the  coaft  of  Peru  and  Chili,  where  they  had  been 
well  received ;  and  that  the  Englifli  were  in 
high  eftimation  in  thofe  countries.  From  this 
gentleman  Mr.  Puget  became  informed,  that  the 
anchorage  at  Juan  Fernandez  was  confidered  as 
very  bad  and  greatly  cxpofcd ;  that  a  Spanifli 
frigate  had  lately  been  loft  there  ;  and  that  the 
ifland  afforded  but  very  few  refreshments.  On 
thefe  accounts  he  ftrongly  recommended,  that  in 
cafe  the  Chatham  ftood  in  need  of  any  articles 
of  naval  ftores,  that  llic  fliould  repair  to  the  port 
of  Valparaifo,  as  being  the  moft  likely  place  on 
the  coaft  of  Chili  for  procuring  fuch  fupplies. 

After  Mr.  Puget  had  obtained  this  information, 
and  exchanered  with  Sen''  Valaro  fome  mutual, 
'though  trivial  marks  of  civility,  they  parted,  and 
each  veffel  purfued  her  courfe  with  a  pleafant 
gale  at  E.  N.  E.,  which  enabled  the  Chatham 

the 
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the  next  morning  to  crofs  the  fouthern  tropic  in 
the  longitude  of  257*  lo',  about  a  degree  and  a 
half  to  the  eaftward  of  our  track  acrofs  that  line, 
about  forty  hours  before  them.     The  winds  had 
permitted  the  Chatham  to  fleer  a  more  eafterly 
courfe  than  we  had  been  enabled  to  do,  which, 
with  our  reduced  rate  of  failing,  had  contributed 
to  form  this  early  junction,  and  had  obtained  me  a 
great  degree  of  fatisfadlion,  as  it  had  rendered  our 
Hopping  at  Juan  Fernandez  intirely  unnecelTary. 
The  very  unferviceable  and  damaged  ftate  of 
our  mainmaft  demanded,  that  we  fliould  without 
delay  repair  to  fbme  port  more  eligible  than  this 
ifland  was  likely  to  prove  for  adminiftering  to 
our  neceffities,  efpecially  as  the  head  of  the  maft, 
in  addition  to  the  former  accident,  had  upon  a 
more  minute  furvey  been  found  to  be  very  rotten. 
A  defed  of  fo  fcrious  a  nature,  admitting  of  no 
delay  in  the  application  of  the  moft  efFedual  re- 
medy, left  no  doubt  in  my  mind  refpeding  the 
meafures  that  it  would  be  moft  defirable  to  pur- 
fue  for  the  accomplifliment  of  that  objed. 

In  confequcnce  of  the  ftrong  injunctions  con- 
tained in  my  inftrudions,  not  to  vifit  any  of  the 
Spanifh  fettlements  en  this  coaft,  excepting  in 
the  event  of  the  moft  abfolute  neceffity,  I  deemed 
it  expedient  to  fubmit  to  Mr.  Pugct,  and  the 
principal  officers  of  the  Difcovery,  the  ftatc  and 
condition  of  the  maft  from  the  carpenters  written 
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report,  together  with  that  part  of  my  fecret  in- 
ftrudlons  relative  to  the  matter  in  qucftion. 
Thefe  having  been  maturely  taken  into  their 
confideration,  they  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion, 
that  for  the  good  of  His  Majefty's  fervice  in- 
trufted  to  my  care  and  execution,  and  for  the 
prcfervation  of  His  Majefty's  fliip,  it  was  indif- 
pcnfibly  neceiTary  that  the  Difcovery  fhould  im- 
mediately repair  to  the  neareft  port,  for  the  pur* 
j)ofe  of  procuring  a  new  mainmaft;  fmce  the 
difabled  one,  with  every  repair  that  it  was  pof- 
fible  to  give  it,  would  flill  be  very  inadequate  to 
the  fetvicc  that  might  be  demanded  of  it  in  thofc 
boifterous  feas,  which  at  this  feafon  of  the  year 
we  muft  neceflarily  expect  to  encounter  in  paf- 
ling  round  cape  Horn.  .         ■' ' 

The  port  of  Valparaifo  feeming  to  be  the  mod 
likely  to  fupply  our  wants,  and  being  the  neareft 
to  us,  our  courfe  w^as  directed  thither  with  a 
frefli  northerly  breeze,  and  fair  and  pleafant  uea* 
ther.  At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  33"  55' 
fouth,  the  longitude  by  .    -  •. 

Arnold's  chronometer,  No.  14,     277"  3(3'' 

17O,      270  31      . 

Kendall's  ditto  277  32 

And  by  the  dead  reckoning,  281   19 

And  the  variation  of  the  compafs  was  1 0°  caft- 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  ifland 
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of  Mairafueio  was  fcen  bearing  by  compafs 
E.  N.  E.,  1 1  or  1 2  leagues  dlftant.  The  wind 
at  this  time  blowing  a  frcih  breeze  rather  to  eaft- 
ward  of  north,  our  courfe  was  directed  to  the 
fouthward  of  this  ifland  ;  but  i'rom  its  diitancc, 
and  the  approach  of  night,  wc  were  unable  to 
fee  much  of  it.  At  midnight  we  were  palling 
within  about  4  leagues  of  its  fouthern  fide,  its 
centre  then  bearing  by  compafs  N.  1 5  W.  The 
latitude  of  the  fliip  by  the  log  fince  noon  was  at 
this  time  31"  3'  fouth,  the  longitude  by  Arnold's 
No.  1  }.  according  to  the  lall  rate  was  2/8°  50', 
and  by  the  lunar  obfervations  brought  forward 
by  No.  14,  allowing  the  fame  rate,  2/9°  i;';  but 
as  the  .chronometers  were  evidently  gaining,  and 
that  very  materially,  the  true  longitude  of  this 
ifland  was  deduced  from  fubfequent  obfervations, 
which  ilicwed  its  centre  to  be  in  279°  20^  eaft. 
Its  latitude  from  the  preceding  and  following 
days  obfervations,  which  with  tlic  lliip's  run 
agreed  exceedingly  well  together,  was  33°  49' 
fouth.  This  ifland  did  not  appear  to  exceed  three 
leagues  in  circuit :  its  furface  is  hilly,  rugged, 
and  unc\cn,  and  it  appeared  to  terminate  ab- 
ruptly in  rocky  cliifs  at  the  water's  edge.  Dur- 
inc;  the  ni!j:ht  we  had  a  frcfn  breeze  with  fomc 
fqualls,  which  continued  the  next  morning,  Sun- 
day the  21  ft,  when  the  jury  maintop-fail  yard 
v\  as  carried  aw  ay  ;  not  in  confequcnce  of  a  prcfs 
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of  fail,  but  like  many  others  of  onr  materials, 
from  being  quite  worn  ort  and  rotten.  This 
was  immediately  replaced  with  another,  of  whofe 
flrength  and  qualities*i^'C  had  not  a  much  better 
opinion.  At  about  ten  in  the  forenoon  the  ifland 
of  Juan  Fernandez  was  fecn  bearing  by  compafs 
N.  60  E.  The  latitude  was  Ihewn  by  obfcrva- 
tions  at  noon  to  be  33**  56'  fouth,  longitude  by 
Arnold's  No.  14,         -         280°  16'  30" 

176,  -         279  18 

Kendall's,  280   15 

By  the  laft  lunar  obfervations 
brought  forward  by  No.  14,         280  37  30 

And  by  the  dead  reckoning,     280  51 

The  variation  of  the  compafs  at  this  time  1 3** 
caftwardly. 

We  had  fenfibly  felt  the  influence  of  a  current 
during  the  laft  two  days,  fetting  to  the  eaftward 
at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  per  day.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  the  fouth-wcft  point  of  Juan  Fernandez,  or 
rather  what  we  fuppofed  to  be  Goat  ifland,  bore 
by  compafs  N.  39  E.,  at  the  diftance  of  18  miles. 
In  the  afternoon  we  paffed  the  fouthern  fide  of 
Juan  Fernandez,  at  the  diftance  of  about  14 
miles,  which  was  too  indiftin(5lly  feen  to  attempt 
any  delineation  of  its  Ihores.  Its  fouth-weft  point 
appeared  by  our  calculations  to  be  fituatcd  in  la- 
titude 33°  45'  fouth,  and  longitude  corrected  by 
fubfequent  obfervations,    281"  8^  47"  eaft.     Its 
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afpe<ft  in  this  point  of  view  was  not  very  inviting; 
the  point  terminates  in  a  high  fteep  bluff,  its 
eaftern  part  feemed  to  be  lefs  elevated,  and  the 
whole  compofed  a  group  of  broken  irregular  hills, 
forming  altogether  as  rude  and  grotefque  a  fcene 
as  the  imagination  can A'ell  fancy. 

The  wind  feeming  now  to  be  fixed  in  the 
northern  quarter,  and  being  to  the  fouthward  of 
our  port,  our  courfe  was  directed  to  regain  the 
parallel  of  its  latitude  ;  this  was  accomplifhed  by 
Monday  noon,  being  then  by  obfervation  in  lati- 
tude 32°  55'  fouth,  true  longitude  285°  30';  the 
wind  was  ftill  at  N.  N.  W.,  with  fair  and  plea- 
fant  weather ;  the  thermometer  from  06  to  08, 
and  the  variation  of  the  compafs  13"  42'  eaft- 
wardly.  Having  now  got  to  the  northward  of 
Valparaifo,  our  courfe  was  fo  ordered  as  to  pre- 
ferve  that  fituation.  This  however  proved  to  be 
a  very  unneceffary  precaution,  as  towards  mid- 
night, in  latitude  32"  51',  the  wind,  after  becom- 
ing light  and  variable,  was  fuccceded  by  a  freflj 
breeze  at  fouth,  that  feemed  to  be  equally  fteady 
and  fixed  in  its  direiSion  as  the  northerly  wind 
had  been  before  ;  fo  that  we  had  now  again  to 
liaul  to  the  fouthward,  in  ordejr  tliJ^t  we  might 
keep  to  windward  of  our  port, 

On  Tuefday  forenoon,  the  24th,  we  gained  a 
diftant  view  of  the  lofty  coaft  of  Chili  to  the 
callward.     The  obferved  latitude  gt  noon  was 
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32°53^  fouLh.  The  land  at  this  time  was  too 
far  off  to  diftin^uifh  any  of  its  particular  parts. 
The  wind  blew  frefli  from  the  fouth,  with  waich 
we  made  great  progrefs  towards  the  land,  and  by 
fun-fet  the  fhores  were  diftinctly  fecn  to  extend 
by  compafs  from  N.  50  E.  to  S.  08  E.,  about  lo 
leagues  diftant.  In  this  point  of  view  the  fca 
coaft  appeared  to  be  compofed  of  hills  of  various 
fliapes  and  fizes  confiderably  elevated;  behind 
thefe  the  interior  country  rofe  to  a  very  lofty 
range  of  ftupendous  mountains  wrapped  in  per- 
petual fnow.  Thefe  were  the  Andes,  and  when 
firft  feen,  which  was  flioruly  after  noon,  were 
at  the  diftance,  I  Ihould  imagine,  of  nearly  40 
leagues ;  but  we  had  not  an  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing the  neceflary  obfervations  for  afccrtaining 
that  fad.  We  continued  to  Itand  in  fliore  until 
ten  at  night,  when,  concluding  we  were  within 
three  or  four  leagues  of  the  land,  we  tacked  and 
flood  to  the  W.  S.  W.  under  as  much  fail  as  wo 
could  venture  to  carry,  for  the  purpofe  of  fetch- 
ing, if  poflible,  to  windward  of  Valparaifo. 

At  two  o'clock  on  Wednefday  morning  the 
25th,  we  again  flood  in  for  the  land,  which  was 
very  indiflindly  feen,  owing  to  a  dcnfe  haze  in 
which  it  was  enveloped.  The  wind  at  S.  S.  E. 
wpf?  light,  and  it  was  not  until  about  ten  in  the 
forenoon  that  we  were  in  with  the  fliores ;  on 
which  there  was  no  one  circumftancq  that  could 
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indicate  our  being  in  the  nijrhbonrhood  of  Val- 
paraifo,  nor  point  out  whether  we  were  to  the 
north  or  fouth  of  that  port,  excepting  our  own 
reckoning,  which  lliewed  it  to  be  in  the  former 
dircdion.   I  did  not  think  it  prudent  in  our  crip- 
pled fituation  to  rilk  a  difappointment,  and  for 
that  rcafon  we  ftood  off  fliore  until  an  obferva- 
tion  for  the  latitude  could  be  procured  ;   whicli 
by  the  help  of  a  double  altitude,  was  accomplilhed 
about  eleven  o'clock,  when  we  bore  away  in  la- 
titude 33°  10'  fouth,  for  a  point  not  far  dillant 
from  the  place  where  w^e  expe(!:ted  to  find  the 
bay  of  Valparaifo.     At  noon   the    above   point, 
which  was  the  moll  northern  part  of  the  coall 
in  fight,  and  appearing  like  a  fmall  rocky  ifland, 
lying  clofe  to  a  low  or  moderately  elevated  pro- 
jecling  point  of  land,  and  terminating  at  the  fea- 
fide  in  a  round  hummock  like  a  bell,  bore  by 
compafs  N.  43  E.;  a  rugged   rocky   iflet  lying 
clofe  to  the  main  land,  near  the  fouth  point  of  a 
fmall  fandy  bay,  being  the  neareft  Ihore,  N.  04 E., 
two  or  three  miles  dirtant;  and  the  fouthernmofh 
part  of  the  coaft  in  fight,  S.  E.  by  S. 

The  view  wc  had  thus  gained  of  the  coafts  of 
the  kingdom  of  Chili  prefentcd  but  little  to  at- 
tra^b  the  attention,  or  excite  the  curiofity,  of 
Itrangcrs.  Thofc  parts  immediately  on  the  fea 
(hore  were  compofcd  of  rude  cliffs  and  rocky  pre- 
cipices,  againit  Nvhich  the  wcllcrn  fvvcU  broke 
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with  unremitting  violence.     Above  thcfc  cliff* 
the   country  was   varioufly   broken  by   irregular 
eminences,  fomc  formed  of  naked  barren  rocks, 
and  others  conlifting  of  a  reddifli  fubftancc  almoft 
eciLially   unprodudivc,  on   which   fomc  verdure 
appeared  here  and   there,   with  a    few    ftuntcd 
flirubs  and  buflies,  fomc  of  which  were  at  great 
diilances  from  each  other;  but  notFiing  like  a 
tree  was  to  be  feen,  and  the  landfcape,  bounded 
by  the  frozen  fummits  of  the  lofty  Andes  tower- 
ing above  the  lower  barren  mountains  that  dc- 
fcend  from  them  towards  the  fea  coall,  exhibited 
an  extremely  dreary,   defolatc,  and  inhofpitablc 
pidlurc.  - 

As  we  proceeded,  a  low  llcep  bluff  point  of 
land,  beyond  that  which  terminated  our  north- 
ern view  of  the  coall  at  noon,  was  now  feen 
lying  in  a  dir.?dion  from  it,  N.  5 1  E.  about  three 
leagues  diftant,  and  which  proved  to  be  the  weft- 
ern  point  of  entrance  into  Valparaiib  bay. 

Our  attention  was  now  dirc<5lcd  in  queft  of 
the  **  great  rock  or  fmall  iiland"  defcribcd  by 
Sir  Richard  Hawkins  in  l.'^QS,  as  lying  **  a  league 
"  or  better  to  the  fouth  of,  and  a  good  mark  and 
'*  fure  ijgn  of,  the  port."  At  firft  I  was  at  a 
lofs  to  difcovcr  which  of  the  two  noticed  at 
noon  was  Sir  Richard's  rock,  as  both  arc  much 
further  from  the  bay  of  Valparaifo  than  he  dc- 
fcribes  them  to  be;  but  as  we  advanced,  I  had  no 
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doubt  of  the  mod  northern  being  the  **  great 
"  rock  or  fmall  ifland."  This  lies  upwards  of 
three  leagues,  in  a  dirc(flion  S.  5 1  W.  from  the 
point  of  Angels,  which  is  the  weft  point  of  Val- 
paraifo  bay,  and  is  rendered  ftill  more  confpi- 
cuous  for  pointing  out  the  port,  by  being  fituated 
clofe  to  a  very  projecting  point  called  by  the 
Spaniards  P""  Quraumilla,  from  whence  the  fliores 
of  the  main  land  to  the  fouth  vard  take  a  direc- 
tion fbme  degrees  to  the  eaftward  of  fouth,  and 
thofe  to  the  northward,  as  before  ftated,  towards 
Valparaifo.  It  is  alfo  the  fouth-weftern  point 
of  a  fpacious  open  bay  bounded  by  a  fandy  beach, 
where  anchorage  might  probably  be  found,  but 
which  muft  be  much  cxpofed ;  and  as  fevcral 
rockr  were  obfervcd  lying  at  a  very  little  diftance 
from  the  ihorc,  the  chance  is  that  the  bottom 
may  be  compofed  of  the  fame  materials.  On 
the  north-caft  fide  of  this  bay  a  houfe  and  fome 
fmaller  habitations  near  it  were  leen,  and  the 
country  in  its  nclghboui-hood  appeared  to  be  lefs 
fteril  and  forbidding  than  thofe  parts  to  which 
.we  were  oppofite  in  the  moriiinti;.  Its  furfacc, 
though  unequal,  was  Icfs  broken ;  and  although 
it  could  not  boaft  of  a  luxuriant  vegetation,  }et 
the  naked,  rugged  precipices,  that  formed  a  bar- 
rier againft  the  ocean  on  each  fide  of  the  bay, 
were  no  longer  the  general  charad:eriftic  of  the 
interior  country,  which  prcfented  a  furfacc  of 
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fomc  foil,  on  whofc  vvitlicrecllicrl)ap"C  botl\  flocks 
ot'  Ihccp   and  licrds  of  cattle  were  Iccn  ffryjng, 
on  the  iidcs  ('-f  the  hills,      '■■■■■  i'    •.  'ir- .  ■    -••if;; 
Along  thel'c  fhorcs,  which  fccmcd  to  be  bold, 
w'c  pailal  at  the  diltancc  of  iVoni  half  a  mile  to 
hiiUii  league,    without  dilco\x.Tini:^   any    danp:;£r 
which    is    not    fufiicicntly    conrpiciious    to    be 
avoided  ;  and,  with  the  afTiitance  of  a  fine  fouth- 
crly  breeze,   by   two  in  the   afternoon  we  were 
abrcaft  of  the  point  of  Angels,  off  w  hich  fomc 
rocks   extend   to  the  diftance  of  about  half  a 
cable's  length.     Thefe  we  palled  at  about  twice 
that  diiuance,    without    i2;aiainu;  fbundinjJi;*.     hi 
iliiling  round  this   {)oint,  the  country  fuddenly 
opened  u})on  us,  and  prefented  a  fcene  to  which 
Ave  had  loni  been  intire  llranTers;   the  whole  of 
the  bay  was  now  exhibited  to  our  view  termi- 
nated by  a  liuidy  beach;  near  tlie  upper  margin 
of  which,  and  on  the  fides  of  the  adjacent  hills 
Avas  ll'en  the  town  of  Vaiparaifo ;  and   although 
from  its   (itiiation   it   could  not  boaft  of  much 
pleal'ant!K'f<..  yet  in  this  point  of  view  it  appeared 
to  be  neat,  of  confiderable  extent,  and  built  with 
rc£:ularitv :  the   churches   rofe   above  the  othey 
buildings  and  the  whole  being  defended  by  le- 
Acral    forts,  all   confpired   at  once  to  announce, 
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In  the  bay  and  near  to  the  Hiorc  rode  fevcral 
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fail  of  merchant  iii'ips,  cnsra.'.'icd  hi  their  rcfpcclivc 
occupations;  to  and  fioin  which  hoats  were  paf- 
fing  and  rc-paffing  to  the   iliorc,   v.Iktc  a  very 
lively   fccnc   was  exhibited  of  men    and  cattle; 
the  whole  cxhihitini.c  that  fort  of  coniniercial  in- 
tcrcourfe  between  dillant  countries,  tliat  the  arts 
and  civilization  can  alone  carry  into  effect.     This 
plcafing  profpe6t  of  at  length  drawing  towards 
our  native   country,   after  fo  long   an   ahlcncc 
amongtl  the  rude,   yet  hofpitable,  nations  of  the 
earth,   was  however  not  unmixed  with  forebod- 
ings  of  a  painful  nature,  lell  the  intelligence  rc- 
fpeding  the  dill;racled  Hate  of  Europe,  w  hich  wt; 
had  but   too  much   reafon  to  apprehend  w  oiild 
meet  us  on  vifiting  thefe  fhores,  fliould  be  of  a 
more  melancholy  complexion  than   we  had  an- 
ticipated. 

The  wind  from  the  fo\ithward  blowina;  di- 
rc(5lly  out  of  the  bay,  c\)liged  us  to  make  ibmc 
tilps  for  the  purpofc  of  reaching  a  proper  fitua- 
tion  for  anchoring,  which  was  accompliflied 
about  three  o'clock  in  lo  fathoms  water,  muddy 
bottom.  ;• 

An  officer  was  immediately  difpatched  to  in- 
form the  tiiovcrnor  of  ©ur  arrival,  of  the  occafion 
of  our  vifit,  and  of  the  airiilanee  wc  required. 
A  lliip  that  had  been  i'cen  in  the  offing  in  the 
morning  anchored  foon  after  us,  and,  together 
with  the  Difcovery  and  Chatham,  made  ten  fail 
'    .  of 
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of  vefTels  riding  in  the  bay ;  of  thefe  five  Ihips 
and  two  brigs  were  Spanifh  merchantmen,  and 
the  Other  the  Lightning  of  Briflol,  a  South-fea 
whaler,  commanded  by  a  Mr.  Cook;  from  whom 
we  received  little   encouragement  to  hope  for 
fuch  a  reception  at  Valparaifo,  as  we  confidered 
we  had  a  riglit  to  cxped,  or  as  our  fituation  de- 
manded.    Soon  after  we  had  anchored,  howe  v^er, 
and  during  the  abl'ence  of  Mr.  Manby,  who  was 
the  officer  fcnt  to  the  governor,  a  Spanifli  officer 
came  on  board  with  congratulations  on  our  ar- 
rival from  Scn"^  Don  Lewis  Alava,  a  colonel   in 
the  army,  governor  of  this  port,  and  brother  to 
our  friend  of  that  name  at  Monterrey. 

This  mcffage  was  accompanied  by  the  ftrongeil 
afTuranccs  on  the  part  of  the  governor  of  afford- 
ing us  every  affiftance  that  we  might  require,  and 
which  might  be  in  his  power  to  beftow,  and  with 
hopes  that  he  flioukl  fbon  have  the  plcafure  of 
feeing  myfelf  and  officers  o-n  fliore,  where  wc 
might  depend  upon  receiving  every  civility;  ad- 
ding, that  the  time  we  might  remain  at  Valpa- 
raifo fliould  pafs  as  agreeably  as  it  was  in  the 
power  of  himfclf  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  towa 
to  render  it. 

It  was  not  cafy  to  reconcile  two  reports  {o  very 
oppofitc,   though  I  did  not  hefitate  to  give  more 
credit  to  the  iattcr  than  to  the  former,  efpecially: 
as  our  full  imprcflions  were  received  from  one- 
no  t 
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not  perfcdly  fober.  Had  I  entertained  any 
doubts,  my  fufpenfe  would  not  have  been  of  long 
duration,  for  on  the  return  of  Mr.  Manby,  every 
thing  the  Spanllli  o^xcr  had  flatcd  was  con- 
firmed; and  we  now  underftood,  that  if  thofe 
on  board  the  Lightning  laboured  under  any  un-» 
comfortable  reftrid;ions  impofed  by  the  governor, 
it  was  to  be  attributed  folely  to  their  own  indif- 
cretion  and  improper  condu(5l,  which  had  ren- 
dered fuch  meafures  on  the  part  of  the  command- 
ing officer  indifpenfibly  neccffary  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  good  order. 

Mr.  Manby  informed  me  that  Sen''  Alava  had 
dated  to  him.,  that  notwithllanding  he  did  not 
entertain  the  leall  doubt  that  Don  Ambroi'io 
HIggins  de  Vallcnar,  the  prefident  and  captain 
general  of  the  kingdom  of  Chili,  would  confirm 
all  the  promlfcs  which  he  then  made  ;  yet  it  was 
neceflbry,  before  any  material  operations  Hiould 
take  place,  to  obtain  his  excellency's  fandion 
and  approbation  for  their  being  carried  into  cti^cd:. 
For  this  purpofe  he  fliould  dil'patch  a  co'irler 
that  evening  to  the  capital,  St.  Jago  de  Chili,  the 
refidence  of  the  Prefident,  and  where  he  now 
was,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  convenient  to  me 
to  make  Tome  communication  to  his  excellency 
by  the  fame  conveyance,  on  the  fubject  of  our 
vifit,  and  the  fuccours  we  required. 

With  thi^v  rccjucll:  of  the  governor's  I  inllantly 
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complied ;  the  mcllcnger  was  then  difpatched^ 
and  wc  were  given  to  underftand  that  a  reply 
might  be  cxpcdcd  on  the  Saturday  or  Sunday 
following;  in  the  mean  time  there  was  no  re- 
flraint  on  the  officers  vifiting  the  town;  the 
-markets  were  open  to  us  to  obtain  fuch  imme- 
diate retreflimcnts  as  we  might  require  ;  and  we 
were  equally  at  liberty  to  recruit  our  {lock  of 
water  and  of  fuel. 

On    thefe    agreeable   communications    being 
made,   the  garrifon  was  falutcd   with  thirteen 
guns,  and  on  this  compliment  being  equally  re- 
turned, I  waited  upon  the  governor,  whilft  the 
x'efTels  were  mooring  by  the  bower  anchors  in  a 
N.  N.  E.  and  S.  S.  W.  direction,   a  cable  each 
way ;  the   fbuthern  anchor  in  ten  fathoms,  the 
northern  in  fixteen  fathoms  water,  on  a  bottom 
of  frilf  muddy  clay.     The  point  of  Angels  bear- 
ing by  compafs  N.  35  W.  diftant  about  a  mile ; 
the  fainting  fort  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  bay, 
N.  r.3  W.  about  half  that  diltance ;  the  gover- 
nor's houfc  in  another  fort,  S.  80  W.  about  three 
cables  dlilant;  a  rocky  point  running  oft'  from 
the  town,  being  the  nearell  lliore,  S.  7  W.  one 
cable  and  a  half  dlftant;  a  redoubt  on   a    hill, 
S.  5  E. ;  a  confpicuous  white  church  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Al  mandrel,  S.  05  E.;  the  eafternmoft  fort, 
N.  83  E.;  a  remarkably  lofty,  rugged,   fnowy 
mountain,  terminating  partly  in  a  ilat,  and  partly 
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in  a  peaked  fummit,  being  a  part  of  the  Andes, 
N.  61  E.;  the  eaft  point  of  the  bay,  N.  57  E. 
about  a  league  diftant;  a  more  dillant  point,  N. 
17  E.  three  leagues  off;  and  the  northernmoft 
part  of  the  coaft  in  fight,  N.  6  V/. 

On  Thurfday  morning  the  20th,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Puget  and  feveral  of  the  officers  of  both 
veflels,  I  paid  my  formal  vlfit  to  governor  Alava, 
and  had  the  pleafure  of  receiving  every  mark  of 
polite  and  hofpitable  attention  from  him,  with 
repeated  aflurances  that  nothing  Ihould  be  want- 
ing on  his  part  to  relieve  our  wants,  or  to  render 
Valparaifo  as  pleafant  and  agreeable  to  us  as  its 
circumftances  would  allow.  Thefe  ceremonies 
^cing  concluS^ed  we  returned  to  the  veflcls,  where 
vifit  was  fliortly  repaid  by  the  governor,  at- 
tended by  moft  of  the  principal  officers  and  in- 
habitants of  the  town  ;  and  on  their  cominsr  on 
board  they  were  faluted  with  thirteen  guns. 
From  all  thefe  i]i;entlemen  wc  received  the  moft 
prefling  intrcaties  to  vifit  their  families ;  which 
civilities  wc  did  not  fall  to  accept,  exprefTing  our 
thanks  for  the  cordiality  with  which  they  had 
been  fo  obligingly  made. 

The  day  was  plcaiantly  fpent  amongfc  our  new 
acquaintance,  who  readily  aflillcd  me  in  making 
arrangements  for  procuring  a  fupply  of  the  abun- 
dant rcfreffiments   which  this  luxuriant  country 
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afforded.  In  doing  this,  my  firft  care  and  prin- 
cipal objed  was,  immediately  to  adopt  the  moft 
efficacious  meafures  that  could  be  devifcd,  for 
eradicating  the  inveterate  fcorbutic  dilbrder 
which  now  prevailed,  and  which  had  greatly  in- 
creafed  amongft  the  crews  of  both  vcflels.  The 
number  of  fcorbutic  patients  rendered  incapable 
of  attending  to  their  duty  on  board  the  Difcovery, 
amounted  to  feventcen.  On  board  the  Chatham 
their  number  was  not  fo  great,  though  the  dif- 
eafe  w\is  making  a  rapid  progrefs ;  and  I  learned 
from  Mr.  Puget,  that  on  his  making  inquiry  into 
the  caufe  of  it,  he  had  found  that  the  fame 
pernicious  practice  had  been  indulged  in  on  board 
the  Chatham,  which  had  taken  place  on  board 
the  Difcovery  during  our  late  long  and  tedious 
palfage,  that  of  permitting  the  fat  Ikimmings  of 
the  boiling  fait  meat  to  be  eaten  by  the  people 
with  their  pulfe,  and  to  be  ufed  for  frying  their 
fifli ;  but  it  did  not  appear  that  this  unwholefome 
indulii;ence  had  been  carried  to  fuch  an  extent  on 
board  the  Chatham,  as  it  had  been  on  board  the 
Difcovery.  In  confequcnce  of  this  information, 
I  deemed  it  expedient  that  the  whole  crews  of 
both  veiTels  fliould,  in  addition  to  the  regular  al- 
lowance of  frcfli  beef  and  greens,  and  new  foft 
bread  from  the  fliore,  be  daily  fcrvcd  wirh  a  quan- 
tity of  grapes,  apples,  and  onions ;  and  I  had  foon 
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the  happinefs  of  finding,  that  this  falutary  diet 
was  attended  with  the  defired  efFed  of  intirely 
eradicating  the  difeafe. 

Whilft  we  were  waiting  for  the  return  of  the 
courier  difpatched  to  his  excellency  the  Prcfident, 
my  time  was  not  unprofitably  employed ;  for  I 
embraced  that  opportunity  to  vifit  the  feveral 
warehoufes,  and  by  fo  doing  obtained  a  complete 
knowledge  of  the  quality  of  the  ftores  and  provi- 
fions  they  were  capable  of  affording  us.  When 
this  was  done,  I  made  the  nccefTary  arrangements 
for  receiving  them  on  board  the  inllant  we  fhould 
be  at  liberty  to  accept  them.  In  the  courfe  of 
my  inquiries  I  had  the  mortification  to  learn,  that 
there  was  not  a  fpar,  either  at  Valparaifo,  or  in 
the  country  within  our  reach,  of  a  fize  fufficient 
to  be  converted  into  a  maft,  for  the  purpofe  of 
replacing  our  difabled  one  on  board  the  Difcovery. 
This  was  a  matter  of  very  ferious  concern  ;  but 
as  a  new  maft  could  not  here  be  procured,  the 
only  expedient  we  had  the  power  of  reforting  to, 
was  to  ufe  our  beft  endeavours  to  repair  the  old 
one.  This  1  purpofed  to  do  by  turning  the  maft 
end  for  end,  by  which  means  the  moft  defedivc 
parts  would  fall  below  the  deck ;  where,  by  the 
addition  of  the  JiJIies  we  had  on  board  by  w^ay  of 
further  fecurity,  I  was  *n  hopes,  that  with  great 
care  and  attention  to  the  performance  of  the 
work,  we  fhould  be  able  to  render  it  fufficimtly 
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ftrong  to  anfwer  the  purpofc  of  carrying  the  vef- 
fel  to  Ensland. 

The  town  of  Valparalfo  not  affording  any  ta- 
verns or  places  for  the  reception  and  accommo- 
dation of  flrangers,  we  were  obliged  to  intrude 
on  the  hofpitality  of  its  worthy  inhabitants  for 
fuch   conveniences  when  wc   vifited   the  Ihore. 
Thefe  civilities  were  conferred  in  fo  handfbme  a 
manner  as  at  once  to  relieve  us  from  any  idea  of 
our  being  intruders ;   the  pleafurc  that  every  one 
nianifefted  in  entertaining  us,    completely   re- 
moved every  fentiment  excepting  that  of  grati- 
tude on  our  parts,  for  the  repeated  ads  of  kind- 
ncfs  they  fo  very  obligingly  bellowed.    Amongft 
the  firll  to  whom  we  were  indebted  in  thefe  re- 
fpccls  w  as  Don  Juan  Barrara,  the  collector  of  the 
king's  duties,  and  Don  Fracta,  the  captain  of  the 
port.     We  firft  became  known  to  thefe  gentle- 
men in  their  public  capacity,  and  they  had  the 
goodncis  to  introduce  us  to  many  others  of  their 
friends,  all  of  whom  treated  us  with  the  greatell 
politcnel's,  attention,  and  hofpitality ;  but  as  their 
houfes  were  not  more  than  fufficiently  large  for 
the  accommodation  of  their  own  reipedive  fami- 
lies, a  lodging  on  (liore  was  not  to  be  eafily  pro- 
cured.    The  very  indltFercnt  ftate  of  my  health 
at  this  time  however,  required  that  I  Ihuuld  avail 
myfelf  of  tliis  opportunity  of  llceping  on  Ihoie, 
and  taking  as  much  of  tlic  cxercile  ot  the  coun- 
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try  as  my  ftrcngth  would  permit ;  lor  this  rcafon 
I  was  induced  to  apply  to  the  governor,  to  allot 
apartments  tor  myielt'  and  a  lew  ot  the  officers  in 
foruG  of  the  public  buildings  of  the  town,  with 
which  he  very  obligingly  complied  ;  and  in  the 
event  of  our  equipment  in  this  port  meeting  with 
the  approbation  of  his  Excellency  the  Prefident 
of  Chili,  of  •  cli  there  was  I'ttle  doubt,  the 
Cafa  ue  i-.-.ercie.>.  s  was  appointed  tor  our  recep- 
tion and  rcfidence.  This  building  had  been 
crecfted  Ibme  years  ago  as  a  chapel  of  eafe,  for  the 
purpofe  of  accommodating  the  country  inhabi- 
tants who  came  into  the  town  on  Sundays  to  at- 
tend divine  fcrvice,  but  who  frequently  could  not 
find  room  in  the  churches ;  and  it  had  likewife 
been  appropriated  for  the  penitential  acknow- 
lcd2;mients  of  the  women. 

Our  time  on  board  was  bufily  employed  in 
making  every  thing  ready  to  proceed  in  the  fer- 
vicc  we  had  to  perform,  the  inftant  we  fliould 
receive  the  fandion  of  the  prefident  for  fo  doing. 
On  Saturday  evening  the  2Sth,  agreeably  to  our 
calculations,  the  courier  returned,  and  1  had  the 
fatisfadion  to  receive  from  his  Excellency  Sen*" 
Don  Anibrofiolliggins  deVallenar,  prefident  and 
captain  general  of  the  kingdom  of  Cliili,  the 
moll  ample  confirmation  of  all  the  liberal  otFers 
which  had  been  made  to  us  by  Governor  Alava; 
together  with  a  letter  containhig  the  moll  polite 
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congratulations  on  our  having  thus  far  fafely  ac- 
complilhed  the  great  objeft  of  our  expedition, 
and  having  at  length  arrived  in  a  country  wherq 
nothing  Ihould  be  wanting  within  the  reach  of 
his  power  to  fupply,  that  could  in  any  way  con- 
tribute to  the  reftoration  of  our  health,  adminiftcr 
to  our  future  comforts,  or  tend  to  re-equip  the 
vefTels,  and  repair  the  damages  which  they  had 
fuftained.  Thefe  obliging  and  friendly  offers  were 
further  accompanied  by  a  communication  to 
governor  Alava,  dating,  that  if  myfelf  and  fbmc 
of  the  principal  officers  ihould  be  inclined  to 
vifit  the  capital,  we  had  his  Excellency's  permif- 
fion  to  do  fo ;  and  in  the  event  of  our  under- 
taking a  journey  to  St.  Jago,  the  governor  was  re- 
quefted  by  the  Prefident  to  employ  his  good 
offices,  in  feeing  that  we  were  properly  provided 
for  the  excurfion. 

I  embraced  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  return 
my  mod  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Pre- 
fident, for  his  extreme  pclitenefs  and  liberality 
towards  us  ;  and  I  loft  no  time  in  fetting  hard  to 
work  on  the  various  fervices  which  now  de- 
manded our  attention.  My  firft  and  principal 
ohjcd;  was  to  get  out  the  main  maft ;  for  this 
purpofe,  on  Monday  morning  the  30th,  the  fhip 
was  moved  nearer  in  Ihore,  and  moored  in  four 
fathoms,  to  infurc  more  elleduaiiy  .ooth  water 
for  performing  that  operation,     ^xxter  this  was 
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accompliflicd,  on  the  following  morning,  the 
maft  was  hauled  up  on  to  the  beach  between 
Valparaifo  and  the  village  of  Almandrel,  where 
a  tent  was  erected,  and  at  the  governor's  exprcfs 
defire  a  guard  of  marines  from  the  Dlfcovery  was 
pofted  there,  to  prevent  thefts,  or  other  improper 
condudl  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  as  fome 
of  the  pinnace's  covering  had  been  {lolen  the 
preceding  night.  i 

Whether  this  application  from  the  governor 
proceeded  from  a  fentiment  of  delicacy  towards 
us,  or  whether  he  confidered  that  our  marines* 
would  be  more  adequate  to  the  protcdlion  of  our 
property  than  the  Spanifli  foldiers,  is  not  eaiy  to 
decide ;  but  it  appeared  to  be  a  very  unprece- 
dented and  extraordinary  circumftance,  that  a 
guard  fhould  here  be  requelled  by  the  governor 
from  an  Englifli  man  of  war,  to  do  duty  in  the 
dominions  of  his  Catholic  majefty.  The  marines 
however  were  landed  with  a  ferjcant,  and  planted 
as  centinels,  with  pofitive  orders -from  me,  on  no 
account  to  hurt  anv  of  the  inhabitants,  even 
though  they  fliould  be  dctcdcd  in  the  very  adl 
of  thieving  ;  but  to  fccure  their  pcrfons,  that 
they  might  be  dealt  with  according  to  their  own 
laws. 

On  the  maft  being  examined  we  had  the  mor- 
tification to  find,  tiiat  the  damage  it  had  fuf- 
tained  was  greater  than  we  had  fufpcded,  as  it 
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w;ib  fpru;  ^  nearly  two  thirds  through,  a  little 
below  the  hounds.  Some  Spanifh  carpenters,  in 
addition  to  our  own,  were  imnaediatcly  fct  to 
work  upon  it;  and  as  both  the  \eircls  rccpiircd 
mach  caulking,  the  artificers  of  the  country  were 
ahb  hired  i'or  this  fcrvice.  Our  fail- makers  were 
employed  in  repairing  the  old  and  making  fome 
new  fails ;  the  coopers  in  fetting  up  cafks  for  the 
reception  of  flour,  and  repairing  thoiii  made  ufe 
of  for  water ;  and  the  armourer  was  making  the 
necefl'ary  iron  work  for  the  repair  and  fecurity  of 
the  mainmaft  and  other  purpofes,  whilft  thofe 
remaining  on  board  were  varioufly  employed 
about  the  rigging,  and  in  the  hold  for  the  recep- 
tion of  a  quantity  of  fhingle  ballaft.  Not  being 
yet  pofitively  determined  whether  our  route  home 
fllould  be  round  cape  Horn,  or  through  the  (Iraits 
of  Magellan,  and  our  cables  and  hawfers  being 
worn  to  the  lafl:  extremity,  a  fupply  of  each  fort 
was  ordered  to  be  made  for  both  veflels,  accord- 
ing to  the  diiiicnfions  we  required;  for  although 
we  had  found  an  abundance  of  fmall  white  cord- 
age in  the  warehoufes,  there  were  no  cables ; 
tlicre  being  little  demand  at  Valparaifo  for  fuch 
{lores ;  nor  was  there  any  tarred  rope  of  any  dc- 
fciiptlon,  the  cordage  from  four  inches  in  cir- 
cumference   downwari 
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ufe  for  running  rigging.     Thefc  feveral  fcrvices 
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were  all  pnt  i  ito  a  regular  train  of  execution; 
but  as  the  toilouing  day  was  the  anniverlhry  of 
our  departure  from  Falmouth,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  t\\ttjif til  year  of  our  labours,  aU 
work  was  fufpcndcd,  and  the  people  as  ufual  had 
the  day  to  thcnifclvcs.  They  v/erc  all  ferved 
\vith  a  double  allowance  of  grog,  and  an  excel- 
lent dinner,  com|.<)icd  of  the  various  good  things 
that  this  country  fo  abundantly  afforded. 

All  our  operations  were  cheerfully  refumed 
the  next  morning,  Wednefday,  April  the  ifi:; 
and  on  my  vifiting  the  artificers  employed  on  the 
maft,  •  fad  the  mortification  to  underftand,  that 
on  frammg  the  heel  of  the  maft  for  the  purpofe; 
of  its  becoir';  g  the  head,  that  end,  near  to  the 
place  vvhcr.  the  checks  were  to  be  fixed  on  to  it, 
was  fouT^'i  to  be  extremely  decayed,  and  fcarcely 
in  a  bcirer  Itate  than  the  other  extremity*  It 
was  however,  tliuugh  rotten,  not  fprung,  and 
having  no  refource  but  that  of  applying  the  befl 
remedy  in  our  poilellion,  two  llout  checks  made 
of  our  fpare  anchor  Hocks,  together  with  two 
Uroui.!:, Ji/hc's,  v.cre  iixed  to  the  mall  below  the 
partners  ot  the  main  deck,  and  continued  up  to 
its  head  ;  and  even  with  thefe  additional  fecu- 
rities,  it  would  be  but  a  crippled  Hick  to  depend 
upon :  yet  as  we  had  no  alternative,  we  were 
compelled  to  make  tlie  bell  ibift  we  could,  which 
would   necelllirily  oblige   us   to    be   particularly 

cautious 


t. 


A-^ 


250 


A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY 


[APR 


IL, 


cautious,  and  to  prefi  it  as  little  as  pofliblc  in  our 
paflage  homewards. 

The  obfervatory,  with  the  requifite  inftru- 
ments,  was  fent  on  fhore,  and,  as  ufual,  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  Mr.  Whidbey,  for  the 
purpo/e  o{  making  fuch  obfervations  as  were  now 
become  neceiTary  for  afcertaining  the  rates  and 
errors  of  the  chronometers,  and  for  finding  the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  Valparaifo.  Having 
made  this  and  fome  other  arrangements  for  car- 
rying into  effect  the  re-equipment  of  the  velfels, 
I  determined  to  avail  myfcif  of  the  obliging  per- 
miffion  of  the  prefident  to  vifit  the  capital  of 
Chili,  and  ordered  preparations  to  be  made  for 
an  cxcurfion  to  St.  Jago. 

Our  party  was  to  confifl  of  Mr.  Pugct  and 
Lieutenant  Johnllone  of  the  Chatham,  and  Lieu- 
tenants Baker  and  Swaine,  and  Mr.  Menzies  of 
the  Difcovcry.  I  had  already  made  known  to 
governor  Alava  my  intention  of  vifiting  St.  Jago, 
who  very  obligingly  gave  directions,  as  Valparaifa 
did  not  aitord  any  travelling  carriages,  that  we 
lliould  be  provided  with  a  proper  number  of  horfes 
and  mules  for  the  expedition  ;  the  former  for  our 
riding,  and  the  latter  for  carrying  our  luggage. 

I  now  had  the  pleafure  of  finding  that  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Prefident,  together  with  his  polite 
invitation  to  the  capital,  had  alfo  fent  two  dra- 
goons from  St.  Jago,  who  were  natives  of  Ire- 
land, 
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land,  in  his  Catholic  Majclly's  fcrvicc,  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  our  guides  and  interpreters,  and 
for  rendering  us  every  other   fervice  that  wc 
might  require  on  the  journey.     Thefe   people 
had  been  long  in  New  Spain  ;  they  feemed  to  be 
highly  delighted  with  the  charge  now  intrufted 
to  their  care,  and  not  a  little  proud  of  the  power 
and  confcqucnce  that  was  attached  to  it ;  for,  as 
on  this  occafion  they  bore  the  immediate  order 
of  the  Captam-general,  they  had  -xuthority  to  d:* 
many  ads  from  which,  in  the  capacity  of  dra- 
goons only,  they  were  prohibited.     Tiiis  powcrt 
amongft  other  things,   permitted  them  i.o  take 
any  horfe  or  horfes  whatlbever,  whether  in  the 
ftables  or  at  pafturc,  for  the  purpofe  of  fa ,  I'tating 
the  fervice  on  which  they  were  employed ;  but 
as  our  vifit  to  St.  Jago  was  purely  for  recreation, 
I  would  not  permit  any  compulfory  meafures  to 
be   refbrted  to   for  our  accommodation ;  and  a 
fufHcicnt  number  of  horfes  were  procured,   at 
twelve  dollars  each,  for  the  journey  thither,  and 
back  again  to  Valparaifo. 

Every  thing  being  prepare:',  wc  fet  out  early 
on  Friday  morning  the  3d,  ,vith  a  numerous 
cavalcade;  for,  notwithftanding  this  country  had 
been  fettled  a  great  lenf.';th  of  time,  we  were 
given  to  underUund  that  we  ftiould  find  no  ac- 
commodation on  the  .road 
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ing  fucli  as  might  be  met  with  in  the  villages 
through  which  we  might  pafs  or  occafionally  flop 
at,  and  thcfe-w^QuM  confift  only  of  a  flied  or  un- 
inhabited empty  houfe.  A  fupply  of  provifions 
might  be  depended  upon,  but  there  were  neither 
beds,  feats,  tables,  nor  any  fort  of  convenient  or 
nece(Tiiry  articles  or  iitenfils  to  prepare  them  for 
our  table ;  all  thefc,  with  our  cook,  we  were 
obliged  to  take  with  us;  and,  left  we  Ihould  be 
di/lippointcd  of  the  promifed  fhelter,  we  were 
provided  with  a  tent,  which  was  packed  in  con-r 
venient  travelling  trunks,  and  carried  on  the 
backs  of  the  mules,  according  to  the  ufual  method 
(of  travelling  in  this  country.  I  could  not,  how'- 
ever,  help  exprcffing  my  concern  that  the  poor 
bcafts  iliould  be  fo  much  loaded,  and  I  objected 
to  the  weight  propofed  to  be  carried,  efpecially 
the  poles  of  the  tent,  which  1  fufpccled  would 
prove  too  inconvenient  a  burthen  lor  tliem  to 
move  under :  indeed  this  circumftance  produced 
fome  altercation  between  the  muleit  crs  and  the 
dragoons  ;  but  as  there  was  no  appeal  againft  the 
injunc^Hons  of  the  latter,  the  muleteers  and  my- 
lelf  were  obliged  to  acquiefce,  and  twelve  mules 
were  completely  loaded  with  our  tent  and  bag- 
isie.      The    horfes    that    had    been    hired    we 
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thought  rather  too  fmall,  and  not  of  fufficient 
ftrenijfth  ;  for,  bell des  the  vveiii;ht  Oi  their  rider, 
they  had  each  a  moft  enormous  heavy  faddle  to 
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carry  i  but  our  Irifh  guides  undertook  to  anfwef 
for  their  abilities,  and  the  event  proved  that  their 
judgment  was  to  be  depended  upon.       '  ' 

From  the  town  of  Valparaifo,  which  is  fituated 
on  a  nariow  trac^  of  very  uneven  ground  at  the 
foot  of  the  fteep  rockv  precipices,  which,  at  no 
great  diitance  from  the  water-fide,   compofe  the 
-fliores,  there   is  no   pafs  immediately  into  the 
country  but  for  foot  pailcngers;  for  the  main  road 
which  leads  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  country, 
approaches  the  fea-lliore   through   the  village  of 
Almandrel,  whither  our  route  was  neccilarlly  di-' 
rented.     This  village  is  pleafantly  fituated,  and  is 
on  a  more  cxtenfive  border  of  low  land  than  the 
town  of  Valparaifo;  but  it  is  bounded  in  a  fimi- 
lar  way  behind,  by  ftccp  and  nearly  barren  hills. 
The   valleys  and   plains,  however,  in  its  imme- 
diate neighbourhood,  are  fertile,  and  large  gar- 
dens were   both   cultivated  for  profit,  and  deco- 
rated for  amufement.     From  Almandrel  a  tole- 
rably good,  though  rather  lleep,  road  had  been 
made,  in  a  zigzag  way,  over  a  riugc  of  hills,  of- 
confiderable  extent  and  elevation,  the  fummlt  of 
which   occupied  us  full  two  hours  in  reaching. 
The  old  road  between  thcfc  two  towns  beins:  a 
very   bad  one,  and  dangerous  to  pafs,  his  excel- 
lency had  dcLcrmincd  that  a  new  and  more  eli- 
gible line   of  road   fliould  be  made ;  and  for  the 
more  immediate  convcnier.ee  of  the  inhabitant* 
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of  St.  Jago  and  Valparaifo,  this  new  road,  which 
is  about  fixteen  yards  wide,  had  been  begun  from 
each  place,  and  by  that  means  an  eafier  and  more 
pleafant  communication  with  the  adjacent  coun- 
try had  already  been  afforded  to  the  inhabitants 
of  each  of  thefe  towns  than  they  had  hitherto 
enjoyed.  We  were  informed  by  our  guides, 
that  the  whole  of  the  new  road  was  not  yet 
finiflied,  but  was  at  that  time  in  a  progrellive 
jftate  towards  completion>  and  that  we  Ihould 
meet  the  people  employed  upon  it  as  we  pro- 
ceeded. 

Under  the  prefent  circumftances  of  this  road, 
and  whilft  the  dry  feafon  may  continue,  it  is 
doubtlefs  as  commodious  a  pafs  as  could  have 
been  well  defigned  ;  but,  from  the  loofcnefs  of 
the  foil,  and  the  acclivity  of  the  hills  along  the 
fides  of  which  it  is  carried,  it  appeared  to  us  that 
it  would  be  liable  to  great  injury  in  the  winter 
feafon ;  which,  we  were  told,  is  frequently  fub- 
je6l  to  extremely  heavy  rains,  that  muft  neccf- 
farily  rufli  with  great  impetuofity  down  the  fides 
of  this  fteep  mountainous  country. 

Having  gained  the  top  of  the  road,  which  palTcs 
over  a  dcpreflcd  part  of  that  ridge  of  lofty  hills 
which  bind  the  fca  coaft,  we  arrived  in  a  fpa- 
cious  plain,  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  fummit  of 
the  hills  we  had  now  left  behind  us.  This  plain 
extended  to  a  conliderable  dillance,  in  a  north- 
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eafterly,  eafterly,  and  fouth-eaft  diredlon,  where 
it  finifhed  at  the  bafc  of  another  ridge  of  hills, 
beyond  which  were  fccn  other  ranges  varioufly 
diverfified,  and  rifing  in  fuccciTion  one  after 
another ;  until  our  view  was  terminated  by  the 
hoary  head  of  the  lofty  Andes,  wrapped  in  undif- 
folving  fnow.  Had  the  Intervening  plain,  and 
the  furrounding  rifing  hills,  exhibited  the  verdant 
productions  of  nature,  affifted  by  the  hand  of 
man,  the  landfcape  would  have  been  beautiful  in 
the  extreme,  but  this  was  not  the  cafe  ;  and  the 
apparent  flerility  of  the  wide  wade,  that  now 
encompafTed  us  on  every  fide,  rendered  that 
abundant  fupply  of  good  things  which  we  had 
been  daily  accuflromed  to  fee  in  the  market  of 
Valparaifo,  a  circumftance  not  cafily  to  be  ac- 
counted for. 

Inftead  of  numerous  villages,  fertile  paftures, 
and  fields  in  high  cultivation,  which  I  had  ex- 
pected to  find,  after  paifing  over  the  hills  near 
the  fea  fliore,  an  cxtenfive  open  defert  now  ap- 
peared before  us,  deftitute  of  wood,  and  nearly 
fo  of  verdure ;  as  a  few  Hunted  trees  only,  and 
fome  grovelling  flirubs,  were  fcattcrcd  at  a  great 
diftance  from  each  other ;  and,  excepting  near 
the  banks  of  the  llug^^ilh  rills  of  water  that  crept 
through  the  plain,  vegetation  was  Icarcely  per- 
ceptible; whilll  the  few  mlfcrabie  inhabitants 
that  exiftcd  on  Iti  furface,  lived  in  wretched  little 
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hovels,  or  huts,  made  principally  of  mud.  The 
frames  of  thefe  dwellings,  of  which  we  had  feen 
about  a  dozen,  were  rudely  conftrudled  of  wood, 
and  plaftcrcd  over  with  a  thick  coating  of  mud; 
this  ierved  as  a  wall,  whilfl  the  unfmoothed  fur- 
face  of  the  a;round  formed  the  floor,  and  little  of 
no  covering  appeared  on  the  roof;  the  whole 
feeming  fcarccly  to  afford  a  lliade  againit  the 
fcorching  rays  of  the  fun;  for  againft  wind  and 
rain  thefe  humble  manfions  could  afford  nai 
ihclter. 

At  one  of  thefe  mean  abodes,  about  fifteen 
miles  from  Valparaifo,  we  Itoppcd  to  dine.  The 
infideof  the  dwelling  more  forcibly  difplaycd  the 
poverty  of  its  inhabitants  than  had  been  exhi- 
bited by  its  external  appearance  ;  for  it  hardly 
contained  the  moll  common  neccffarics  to  the 
cxillence  of  human  life ;  a  dirty  table,  a  ftool, 
a  wretched  bed  in  one  corner,  and  five  or  fix 
crolfcs,  comprehended  all  its  furniture;  yet  it 
■was  not  without  fbme  decorations  of  a  religious 
nature;  and  what  Hill  more  atti  ^cted  our  notice, 
thofe  who  refided  in  it  not  only  indulged  in  the 
luxury  of  takinji;  the  mattcc,  which  is  an  infufion 
of  an  herb  imported  from  Paraguay,  but  to  our 
furprizc,  the  very  few  uL..nfils  they  poflelled  for 
their  moft  common  domcdic  purpofes  were 
cliicfly  made  of  filvcr.  The  '  ind  about  thefe 
mifcrable  hovels  was,  lil.c  the  wide  furrounding 
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waflc,  in  a  perfedl  ftate  of  nature,  "without  the 
veftige  of  any  labour  having  been  ever  bcilovved 
upon  it,  not  even  in  the  cultivation  of  a  gaiJcn. 
The  few  wretched  people  who  inhabit  this  dreary 
•wild,  feemed  to  rely  intircly  on  the  bountiful 
hand  of  Providence  for  their  daily  fubfiftencc  ; 
and  to  pafs  away  their  lives,  without  entertaining 
a  wifti  to  procure  the  lead  addition  to  their  hap- 
pinefs  or  comfort,  at  the  expenceof  any  exertion. 
Indolence  and  fuperftition  appeared  to  influence 
the  whole  of  their  condud:,  which  was  marked 
with  a  greater  degree  of  unclcanlinefs  and  thofc 
charaderiftics  that  diftinguilh  the  very  lowed 
order  of  focicty,  than  I  had  before  witnefled 
amongft  any  people  who  had  ever  had  the  advan- 
tage of  living  amongft  thofe  conneded  with  the 
civilized  world. 

The  mules  which  carried  our  luggage  were  on 
the  road  before  us,  making  the  beft  of  their  way 
to  the  place  where  wx  purpofcd  to  reft  for  the 
night,  excepting  one  fumpter  mule,  which  had 
accompanied  us  with  fomc  articles  of  provlfions 
and  provender  for  the  day  ;  and  by  adding  to 
our  own  ftores  the  fupplles  which  thefe  hovels 
were  able  to  furnifli,  confiftlng  of  poultry,  eggs, 
potatoes,  onions,  and  fruit,  We  made  an  excellent 
repaft,  whilft  our  horfcs  were  aUb  rcfienied,  and 
prepared  to  proceed  with  us  over  this  extenfivc 
dcfcrt.     Having  now  travelled  fomc   miles  be- 
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yond  the  extent  to  which  the  new  road  from 
Valparaifo  had  been  carried,  we  found  the  old 
one  infinitely  lefs  commodious,  and  the  difference 
between  the  two  was  very  G;rcat  Indeed.  In- 
ftead  of  the  fmooth   rciiular  furface  over  which 

L.J 

we  had  pafied  from  \'alparaiib  along  the  new 
road,  this  could  only  be  conlidered  as  a  beaten 
track,  fometimes  leading  along,  or  through,  deep 
and  irregular  ravines  and  gullies,  dcftitute  of  the 
appearance  of  any  labour  ha\  ing  ever  been  applied 
to  reduce  the  inequalities  of  its  furface,  or  to  re- 
move any  of  thofe  impediments  ^vhlch  continu- 
ally interrupted  our  travelling. 

The  making  of  the  new  road  had  doubtlefb 
been  a  work  of  great  labour ;  and  to  a  people  who 
are  not  very  induftrioully  inclined,  and  who  are 
all  bigotted  to  former  pradices  and  original  habits, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  the  manifeft  advantages  that 
mult  refult  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  from 
his  Excellency's  wife  undertaking,  fhould  be 
ovclooked,  or  rather  not  feen  by  them ;  and  that 
the  execution  of  his  judicious  plan  Ihould  have 
deprived  him,  amongft  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people,  of  much  of  his  popularity.  For  as  the 
thought  had  firft  originated  with  the  Prefident, 
rather  than  not  indulge  a  contradidory  fpirit, 
which  our  ii;uides  informed  us  had  (liewn  itfelf 
amongft  the  bulk  of  the  people,  the  inhabitants 
feemcd  to  be  more  willing  to  lacrllice  tlicir  own 
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future  intereft  and  comfort  by  oppofmg  this  be- 
neficial defign,  than  to  do  any  thing  which  might 
promote  its  fuccefs. 

Little  variation  occurred,  in  the  fcenery  already 
defcribed,  in  our  journey  in  the  afternoon,  as  we 
faw  few  objedls  to  attract  our  attention  until  to- 
wards the  evening,  when  we  arrived  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Cafa  Blanco,  or,  the  white  houfe.  Here 
our  guides  propofed  we  Ihould  reft  for  the  night, 
and  after  travelling  twenty-eight  miles  in  a  way 
to  which  we  were  little  accuftomcd,  we  all  gladly 
agreed  to  the  mcafure. 

Cafa  Blanco  is  a  hamlet,  confifting  of  a  neat 
church  and  about  forty  houfes  in  its  neighbour- 
hood; which,  with  fome  inclofures  of  land  under 
cultivation,  formed  a  pleafmg  contraft  to  the 
barren  naked  country  through  which  our  day's 
journey  had  been  direfted.  The  principal  perfon 
of  the  village  appeared  to  be  the  curate,  who  hav- 
ing been  made  acquainted  with  our  approach, 
was  prepared  to  meet  us,  and  gave  us  a  like  hof- 
pltable  reception  with  that  which  had  been  fo 
generally  iliewn  by  all  t\\t  good  people  of  this 
country  with  whom  we  had  hitherto  met.  In 
the  cxerclfe  of  his  humanity  and  good  wlHies, 
our  reverend  friend  feemcd  to  be  much  hurt  that 
he  had  fo  little  to  beftow ;  but  as  we  fortunately 
did  not  ftand  much  in  need  of  his  afliftance,  ex- 
cepting in  one  refped,  that  of  providing  us  with 
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a  lodging,  wc  foon  relieved  him  from  his  cm- 
barraffmcnt.  This  gentleman  immediately  tur- 
niflicd  us  with  a  houfe,  over  which  he  held  fomc 
authority;  a  manfion  precisely  of  the  defcription 
which,  we  had  been  given  to  undcrlland,  wc 
ihould  find  on  the  road  for  our  accommodation. 
This  houfe,  if  the  ftrutflure  could  be  entitled 
to  fuch  a  name,  was  fituated  nearly  in  the  centre 
of  the  village,  and  was  fo  rudely  formed,  that  it 
could  hardly  be  confidered  as  the  work  of  a  civi- 
lized people.  Its  walls  were  made  of  dried  pieces 
of  earth  cut  fquarc  into  the  fliapc  of  bricks,  which 
had  been  laid  on  each  other  when  in  a  wet  ftate, 
and  plaftered  over  with  the  fame  fubflancc ;  but 
by  drying  unequally  the  plafter  had  fallen  off  in 
many  places.  Its  infidc  was  open  like  a  barn, 
and  confifted  of  but  one  apartment,  which  con- 
tained nothing  but  our  baggage,  that  had  arrived 
ibmc.hours  before  us  ;  and  had  the  weather  been 
rainy,  it  would  have  afforded  us  but  very  im- 
perfedl  Iheltcr.  The  floor  was  no  other  than  the 
ground  in  its  natural,  uiilcvelled  flate ;  but  though 
it  was  not  remarkable  for  its  cleanlincfs,  it  was 
fpacious,  and  in  that  refpcft  more  fuitable  to  the 
purpofcs  of  our  party,  than  the  tent  we  had 
brought  with  us.  As  it,  however,  was  totally 
dcftitute  of  all  kinds  of  furniture,  we  were  obliged 
to  rcfort  to  our  neighbours  for  fuch  temporary 
conveniences  as  wc  fliould  want,  which  they  very 

readily 


kL 


1795.]         ROUND  THE  WORLD.  26 1 

readily  fupplied :  and  whilft  our  fuppcr  was  pre- 
paring we  vifited  the  inhabitants  in  the  village, 
by  whom  we  were  received  with  the  moft  cheer- 
ful atfability ;  particularly  by  the  younger  parts 
of  the  fex,  amongft  whom  we  noticed  feveral 
faces  which,  even  by  the  fide  of  our  fair  country- 
women, might  have  been  coniidered  as  pretty, 
had  not  the  intolerable  nafly  cuftom  of  painting 
both  red  and  white,  dcftroyed  the  natural  delicacy 
of  their  comprexion,  and  impaired  the  effect  of 
the  agreeable  ailemblage  of  their  features.     Their 
affiduity  to  pleafe   was  however  very  engaging, 
and  the  evening  paiTed  fo   pleafantly,  that  the 
fatigue  of  the  day's  journey  was,  I  believe,  intirely 
forgotten  by   moft  of  us.     The  houfes  of  this 
village  being  all  white-waflied,  gave  it  a  neat 
a{)pcarance,  which,  as  wc  approached,  impreilcd 
us  with  a  belief  that  we  fhould  find  thefe  dwel-r 
lings  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  wretched  hovels 
we  had  palfed  in  the  courfe  of  the  day ;  but  wc 
had  the   mortification  to  difcovcr,  on  accepting 
the  invitations  of  the   principal  people,  that  the 
fiime   want   of  cleanlinefs   pre-vailed,   and  that 
wretchcdnefa,    indolence,    and  fuperftition   was 
exhibited  here  in  as  great  a  degree,  as  amongft 
the  cottagers   on   the  fun-parched  defert.     The 
only  difference  that  we  could  dlfcern,   between 
thofe  people  and  the  inhabitants  of  Cafa  T^lanco, 
confiflcd  in  the  fuperiority  of  the  external  habi- 
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Hments  of  the  latter,  who  had  evidently  drcfled 
themfcives  in  their  beft  attire  for  the  occafion. 

Our  time  was  agreeably  engaged  until  fuppcr 
■was  ferved,   when  we  were  favoured  with  the 
company  of  every  inhabitant,  I  believe,  belonging 
to  the  village  ;  the  principal  perfons  partook  of 
our  rcpaft,  whilft  the  others  feemed  to  be  equally 
gratified  in  the  opportunity  that  was  afforded 
them,  of  fatisfying  their  curiofity  with  a  fcene  fo 
novel  and  unexpedlcd   in  their  country.     The 
gliifs  went  cheerfully  round,  and  our  new  friends 
did  not  retire  until  a  late  hour.     Our  blankets 
were  then  fpread,  but  the  night  did  not  pafs  fo 
plcafantly  as  the  evening  had  promifed  ;  for  our 
reft  was  mcft  tormentingly  difturbed  by  the  ver- 
min   which  had  been  generated  by  the  former 
filth  of  our  habitation,  and  which  now  took  re- 
vere upon  us  ftrangers,  for  having  endeavoured 
to  difpoflbis  them  of  their  ftrong  lipids  by  fweep- 
ing  out  the  place   When  we  arofe  in  the  morning 
we  found  ourlelves  hut  little  refrefhed,  owinc;  to 
the  great  annoyance  we  had  fuffered  from  my- 
riads of  buG;s  and  fleas.     Early  the  next  morning 
we  again  fet  out,  and  foon  arrived  at  the  foot  of 
that  range  of  hills  that  gives  bounds  to  the  plain 
on  which  Cafa  Blanco  is  fituated.     Thefc  hills 
appeared  to  rii'e  with  a  quicker  afcent,  and  to  a 
greater  height,  above  the  plain  we  were  then  quit- 
ting, than  the  firft  ridge  had  feemingly  done  from 
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the  fca  fide  at  Almandrcl.  The  new  road  here 
led  acrofs  the  Icfs  elevated  part  of  the  rldcrc,  not- 
withftanding  which,  it  was  fo  ftccp  that  it  was 
neceflary  to  cut  the  road  in  the  fame  zigzag  dia.- 
gonal  way  as  ")eforc,  and  in  its  courfq  from  the 
bafe  to  the  fummit  of  the  hills,  it  made  twenty- 
five  returns  or  angles.  .     '•     •        i^  .^   ,     . 

On  this  intermediate  part  of  the  ncvv  road  the 
labourers  were  at  work  ;  and  w  '  underilood  from 
our  guides,  that  as  a  fufficient  number  of  people 
could  not  be  procured  to  carry  the  whole  of  the 
dcfign  into  execution  at  once,  his  Excellency  the 
Prchdcnt  (having  the  comfort,  convenience,  and 
interefl  of  the  inhabitants  much  at  heart)  had, 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  intercourfe  between 
thefe  two  great  towns,  ordered  the  mod  diflicult 
and  dangerous  parts  of  the  new  line  of  road  to  be 
firft  made  pafl'able  and  commodious.  The  road 
here  was  of  the  fame  width,  and  equally  well 
made,  with  the  part  before  dcfcrihcd ;  but  as  the 
Ibil  confifted  of  the  fame  loofe  fandy  materials, 
it  muft  ncceflTarily  be  liable  in  the  winter  feafon 
LO  the  fame  difadvantage  I  have  before  llatcdj, 
from  tlic  dcfccnding  torrents  of  rain. 

We  had  here  for  the  firll  time  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  the  peafautry  of  the  country  in  a  la- 
bouring capacity,  and  we  could  not  help  remark- 
ing, that  their  inadivity  in  the  performance  of 
their  work  could  only  be  equalled  by  the  humble 
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jneans  they  polTeffed  for  carrying  it  into  exe- 
cution. There  were  about  fifty  v\t^^  at  work 
■with  common  pick-axes  and  fhoveU ;  and  to 
fupply  the  place  of  wheel-barrows  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  earth  from  the  higher  to  the  lower 
fide  of  the  road,  the  hide  of  an  ox  was  fpread 
on  the  ground,  and  when  as  much  earth  was 
thrown  upon  it  as  would  require  the  flrength 
of  two  men  to  remove,  the  corners  of  the  hide 
were  drawn  together  by  each  of  them,  and  in 
that  date  dragged  to  the  deprefled  fide  of  the 
road,  and  emptied  where  rcquifite,  to  preferve 
a  gentle  Hope  in  the  breadth  ;  or  elfe  difcharged 
over  the  brink,  and  fent  down  the  fide  of  the 
hill.  The  rocky  parts,  which  were  frequently 
met  with,  were  blown  up  with  gunpowder;  and 
the  iVagments,  which  fomctimes  were  very  large, 
inftead  of  being  beaten  into  fmall  pieces  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  a  more  folid  foundation  for 
the  paiTing  of  carriages,  were  all  moved  to  the 
lower  fide  of  the  road,  and,  like  the  earth,  thrown 
from  tlicnce  down  the  hill.  By  this  injudicious 
practice  the  earth  from  the  higher  fide,  which  in 
niuft  places  might  have  been  contrived  to  have 
iTiadc  a  parapet  along  the  brink,  w^as  not  only 
earned  down  by  thefe  mafly  fabricks  of  rock,  but 
in  many  places  the  ground  was  torn  up  by  them 
in  their  paiTage  down ;  and  as  it  appeared  to  us 
that  the  brink  was  to  be  left  in  this  open  ragged 
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ftatc,  the  (Icfv^'-ndlnj:  ral  is  mull  loon  caufc  gul- 
lies that  v^  ill  ii»jure  the  road,  and  do  it  coiifider- 
able  damage.     The  fupcrintcndcnts,    however, 
Icemcd  to  have  hcjn  aware  tliat  the  torrents  of 
water,  dcicending  fro  m the  upper  fide  of  the  hill 
above  where  the  line  of  road  pafles,  might  have 
the  efFcift  in  rainy  weather  of  walhing  away  the 
loofe  materials  of  which  the  road  is  compofed  ; 
for  a  channel  was  cut  along  the  fide  of  the  road 
neareft  the  mountain  to  receive  fuch  water,  and 
to  carry  it  down  its  inclined  plane ;  but  it  ap- 
peared to  us  to  be  too  fmall,  and  too  n'uch  like 
a  gutter  to  anfwer  the  purpofc  for  which  it  was 
intended.     The  lower  ildc,  or  brink,  had  neither 
bank  of  earth,  nor  rail  of  wood,  as  a  fence  ;  nor 
did  we  underftand  that  any  fort  of  protection 
was  defigncd  to  be  made,  the  want  of  which 
gave  it  a  vc^ry  unfinlflicd  naked  appearance,  and 
in  fome  places,  where  the  lower  fide  palled  over 
a  deep  part  of  the  hill,  or  over  perpendicular  pre- 
cipices formed  by  the  rock,  it  appeared  to  be 
dangerous  in  a  high  degree  ;  for  in  the  night,  or 
in  the  event  of  a  horfc  takinjz;  fright,  or  falling 
near  this  outer   unprotedcd  fuic,  there  can  be 
little  chance  of  the  animal  or  its  rider  efcaping 
unhurt.     Indeed  it  did  not  appear  to  us  to  be 
prudent  to  venture  too  near  to  this  fide  in  the 
day  time,  as  the  road  had  .Ircady  crumbled  down 
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the  hill,  and  had  fallen  into  deep  holes  in  naany 
places. 

The  labourers,  I  was  informed,  received  their 
provifiors,  and  a  rial  and  an  half  per  day,  which 
according  to  the  rate  at  which  we  received  the 
dollar,  (viz.)  at  three  fhillings  and  nine-pence 
each,  makes   the  amount  of  their  daily  wages 
about  fevcn-pencc  llerling,  and  the  value  of  their 
food  cannot  exceed  a  groat.    Thefe  circumflances 
made  it  appear  to  us  very  extraordinary,  that  in 
a  country  where  the  expence  of  labour  did  not 
exceed  eleven  pence  per  day,  more  perfons  were 
not  employed  in  agriculture,  and  other  rural  im- 
provements ;  cfpcciully  as  the  foil  and  climate 
feemed  to  be  well  adapted  for  cultivation,  'uid 
the  fituation  of  the  country  infured  a  ready  mar- 
ket for  every  kind  of  produce  ;  of  which,  there 
coLild  be   no  doubt,  an  abundance  would  eafily 
be  procured,  to  reward  the  labours  of  induftry. 
By  the  introdudion  of  a  greater  proportion  of 
the  common  neceilarics  of  life,  and  by  the  ob- 
tainin.'r  a  icw  of  its  comforts,  it  is  rcafonable  to 
iuppole  that  a  general  fpirit  for  exertion  would  be 
dittlifed  amongft  the  lower  orders  of  the  people, 
who  might    be    taught,  by   encouragement,   to 
prefer  a  lilc  of  diligence  and  aclivity  to  that  fu- 
pinenefs  which   at   prefent   difgraces  the   larger 
part  uF  tlie  community.     Thj  fubniiffivc  obedi- 
ence 
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ence  that  is  here  paid  to  every  regulation  or  rc- 
ftraint  impofed  by  the  pricfts,  gave  us  reafon  to 
believe  that  it  might  be  within  their  power  to 
infift  that  each  individual  Ihould  employ  himfclf, 
or  be  employed  by  others,  a  certain  number  of 
hours  each  day,  either  in  his  own  garden,  or  in 
the  general  hufbandry  of  the  country ;  for  which 
certain  rewards,  proportionate  to  the  exertion, 
fhould  be  affigned  as  an  incentive  to  a  life  of 
induftry.  This  would  foon  produce  an  inclina- 
tion for  employment,  which  would  not  only  pro- 
mote the  general  happincfs  of  the  people,  but 
would  be  the  means  of  fecuring  to  every  one,  in 
proportion  to  his  dili!,*;cncc,  the  cojiiforts  that 
would  certainly  arifc  from  this  change  in  the 
prefent  oeconomy  of  their  lives.  Inftead  of  the 
univerfal  apathy  to  work  that  feemed  to  per- 
vade the  whole  of  the  labourin<r  clafs,  who  were 
dragged  to  their  employment,  without  any  Iclf- 
impuKe,  like  an  ox  to  tlic  yoke,  their  daily  la- 
bour would  be  undertaken  with  alacrity  ;  and, 
in  looking  forward  to  the  advantages  that  would 
rcfult  from  their  exertion,  they  might  foon  be 
Simulated  to  prefer  the  habits  of  induftry  to 
thofc  of  fupinenefi:  and  indolence. 

On  reaching  the  top  of  this  riinge  of  hills,  we 
could  plainly  dil'ccrn  the  neat  looking  village  of 
Cafa  Blanco,  which  added  greatly  to  the  appear- 
ance of  the  country  we  had  left  behind.     The 
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road  forward  to  St.  Jasro  dcfcends  on  the  north 
eaft  fide  of  thcfe  hills,  but  it  had  not  fo  many 
angles  or  returns  hi  it  as  that  by  which  we  had 
afcended  on  the  other  fide,  becaufe  the  interme- 
diate valley,  between  this  range  of  hills  and  the 
mountains  before  us  which  we  had  yet  to  pafs, 
was  confiderably  more  elevated  from  the  level  of 
the  fea,  than  the  plain  on  which  Cafa  Blanco  is 
fituated.  H;    _      ; ';r 

After  break  fail,  w^e  proceeded  on  our  journey 
along  a  very   narrow  path,   which,  without  a 
guid;,  might  have  been  eafily  miftaken,  as  there 
were  many  fimllar  to  it,  in  various  diredions, 
through  a  forcll  of  fmall  trees,  that  continued 
for  about  four  miles.     About  four  in  the  after- 
noon we  flopped  at  a  mud  hovel,  at  the  diftance 
of  nearly  five  miles  liom  the  mountain  of  Praow. 
The  country   we  had  palfed  through   poifeflcd 
little  to  entertain,  and  lefs  to  intereft,  the  tra- 
veller ;  its  general  charadcr  was  fimilar  to  that 
over  which  we  had  paflcd  before,  excepting  that 
it  was  more  wooded,  without  any  objeds  to  vary 
the  fccnc  ;  and  being  much   fatigued  with  our 
new  mode  of  conveyance,  and  the  heat  of  the 
w  cather,  the  advice  of  the  dragoons  to  make  this 
fpot  our  rcftlng  place  for  the  night,  was  willingly 
acceded  to  by  all  parties.     Some  lamb  and  poul- 
try were  foon  procured  for  dinner,  which  was 
drcilld  by  our  cook,  and  both  proved  to  be  very 
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good.  Our  tabic  was  fprcad  under  the  fliade  of 
ibmc  vines  clofe  to  the  hovel,  where  we  were 
attended  by  a  few  peafants  brought  thither  by 
curiofity,  who  conduded  themfelves  very  rc- 
fpetftfuUy.  We  retired  very  early  to  our  blan- 
kets, which,  as  before,  were  fpread  in  the  hovel 
on  the  bare  ground. 

By  the  recommendation  of  our  guides,  we 
were  on  horfeback  at  three  the  next  mornin.% 
that  we  might  avoid  the  intenlc  heat  to  which, 
they  ftatcd,  we  fliould  be  cxpofcd  in  afcending 
the  lofty  flunmits  of  Praow  ;  we  acconipliflicd 
this  before  fun-rife  by  the  new  road,  which  made 
thirty-two  pailes  or  returns  on  its  fide,  cut  out  in 
a  manner  fimilar  to  the  other  parts  of  it  over 
which  we  had  already  travelled.  In  afcending 
at  this  early  hour,  we  found  the  air  fo  very  cool, 
that  great  coats  or  warmer  clothing  would  have 
been  very  acceptable  ;  and  wc  all  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  confidcration  vhich  had  tempted 
our  guides  to  recommend  our  travelling  thus 
early,  was  more  to  infurc  a  reftiiwj  plucc  the  next 
evening  amongft  fomc  of  their  particular  friends, 
than  to  avoid  the  heat:  v  mcafure  on  which, 
however,  much  of  our  comforts  might  verv'  pof- 
fibly  depend. 

From  the  top  of  Praow  the  landfcapc  was  very 
interefting.  To  the  cartward  ftrctchnd  the  cx- 
tcnfivc  valley  in  which  St.  JaiTo  is  iitu:>:;cd,  and 
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which  was  terminated  by  the  lofty  ftu])cndous 
Andes,  whofe  fnmnrit^;  e-hibit  perpetual  winter.- 
In  the  oppofite  dire^^iivon  the  viewof  tlie  country 
was  not  Icis  worthy  of  our  attention ;  a  great 
number  of  mud  hovels  were  now  difcerned,  that 
had  before  efcaped  our  notice  as  we  had  travelled 
along,  and  we  now  underllood  that  the  valley 
through  which  we  had  juft  pafled  was  confider- 
ably  more  inhabited,  elpccially  near  Praow,  than 
thofe  parts  of  the  country  nearer  to  Valparaifo. 
The  people  are  chiefly  peafantry,  whofe  principal 
employment  is  to  take  care  of  fomc  oxen  and 
(heep  that  feed  in  the  vicinityof  their  fevcral  huts. 
We  defcendcd  Praow  to  the  north-eaft,  by 
fewer  pafi'es  than  wc  had  afcended  on  its  oppo- 
fite fide,  as  the  valley  in  which  St.  Jago  is  built 
is  much  higher  than  the  other  two  acrofs  which 
we  had  travelled ;  the  general  charader  of  the 
country  being  that  of  an  inclined  plane  rifing  to- 
wards St.  Jago,  although  its  furface  is  broken  by 
the  ridges  of  mountains  before  defcribed.     The 
road  Hill  continued  in  an  eaftern  dirediion,  and 
was  here  as  v%ell  made  and  as  broad  as  the  turn- 
pike roads  in  Er gland.     On  eiuher  fide  were  fe- 
veral  fmall  orchards,  and  a  few  Dlantations  with 
fome  indifferent  paiturc  land,  on  which   cattle 
were  feen  grazing  under  the  fliadc  of  a  few  fcat- 
tered  trees ;  but  the  ireneral  want  of  cultivation 
gave  the  face  of  tliC  country  a  barren  and  wild 
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appearance,  deftitutc  o(  any  feature  that  could 
indicate  our  approaching  fo  large  and  populous 
a  city  as  that  of  St.  Jago ;  the  only  people  we 
faw  were  two  or  three  travellers,  and  a  few  mu- 
leteers. 

We  flopped  to  brcakf^ift  about  fifteen  miles 
from  the  capital,  w^hofe  lofty  fplrcs  were  now 
plainly  difcerncd,  towering  above  the  numerous 
houfcs  which  the  city  appeared  to  contain.  Not- 
■vvithilanding  our  prefcnt  vicinity  to  fo  large  a 
town,  we  found  no  other  place  for  the  accom- 
modation of  travellers  than  the  mud  hovel,  v\hcrc 
"wc  were  entertained  in  the  f;imc  way  as  we  had 
been  before;  and  where,  like  the  others  at  which 
we  had  Hopped;  there  was  no  fign  of  any  im- 
provement whatever,  cither  in  the  building,  or  in 
any  other  refpcd  that  might  add  to  the  com- 
fort of  life ;  the  fame  want  of  cleanllnefs,  and 
wretched  condition  which  I  luive  before  had  oc- 
cafion  to  remark,  continued  here  to  dcbafe  the 
charader  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  external  appearance  of  wretchcdncfs 
and  mifery,  wore  nevcichelefs  a  contented  look, 
and  together  with  a  cheerful  countenance  pof- 
feflcd  a  dlfpofitlon  to  oblige  that  wa?  extremely 
grateful  to  our  feelings,  though  theii-  exccffive 
indolence  and  inadivity  created  in  us  a  mixed 
fcntiment  of  pity  and  reproach.  In  addition  to 
tlic  ufual  fiipplics  we  luui  tbund  on  our  journey. 
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we  here  procured  fomc  c::ccHcnt  water  melons 
of  luxuriant  growth  and  hi  high  perfedion,  which 
were  very  rcfrefliing  and  acceptable. 

Havin'.!;  finillicd  our  brcaklaft  wc  aijain  refumed 
our  journey  ;  the  road  was  level,  broad,  and  firm, 
and  we  had  not  travelled  fiir,  before  on  each  fide 
of  it  were  {ccn  plantations  and  vineyards,  in  each 
of  which  a  neat  white  houfe  was  generally  fituated 
at  a  little  diftance  from  the  road.     The  appear- 
ance of  cultivation  and  fertility  in  thefe    low 
lands,  when  contraftcd  witli  the  ftupendous  fum- 
mits  of  the  Andes,   produced  a  moll  agreeable 
effed:,  and  rendered  this  part  6f  our  journey  very 
pleafant  and  entertaining.     After  a  fmart  ride  of 
nearly  two  hours,  wc  arrived  at  a  houfe  about  a 
mile  from  the  capital,  where  fatigue,  and  a  jour- 
ney of  ninety  miles,   made  it  necelTary  that  we 
Ihould  halt ;  not  only  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
fomc  reft  and  rcfrcOiment,  but  alfo  that  we  might 
equip  ourfelvcs  for  the  vifit  of  ceremony  wc  were 
about  to  make  to  the  Captain  General.     From 
hence  I  difpatched  one  of  the  dragoons  who  had 
attended  us  with  a  letter  to  his  Excellency,  an- 
nouncing our  arrival  in  the  vicinity  of  the  capital, 
and  ftatin?^,  that  with  hi;  pcrmiffion  we  would 
do  ourfcl  ■-■j  the  honor  of  paying  our  rcfpeds  to 
him  at  the   palace   in  uie  evening ;  and  I  gave 
further  directions  to  the  dragoon,  to  procure  and 
fend  from  St.  J  ago,  carriages  fufliclcnt  to  convey 
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thither  the  whole  party.  In  the  mean  time  our 
dinner  was  provided  and  fcrvcd,  and  it  was  our 
intention  as  foon  as  that  fliould  be  over  to  drcfs 
ourfclves  in  all  our  beft  apparel,  that  wc  might 
make  as  uniform  an  appearance  on  this  occafion 
as  our  fcveral  ftocks  of  clothing  would  enable  us 
to  do ;  for  the  extreme  length  of  the  voyage  had 
deprived  moft  of  the  party  of  the  principal  parts 
of  their  wardrobe,  and  wc  had  fcarccly  a  coat  or 
hat  that  was  fit  for  common  ufe,  much  lefs  for 
an  occat'on  like  this.  In  the  midft  of  our  en- 
dea\"ours  to  make  as  fmart  an  appearance  as  we 
could  cuitrive,  tlie  dragoon  returned,  accompa- 
nied by  an  ulliccr  from  the  Captain  General, 
wliom  lie  feut  for  the  purpofe  of  compliment- 
ing us  and  congratulating  us  on  our  arrival, 
and  of  dcfiring  that  we  would  immediately  re- 
pair to  the  palace,  on  horfes  which  he  had  fent 
for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  us  in  a  fuitable  man- 
ner to  the  capital. 

Although  it  was  by  no  means  my  intention  to 
have  made  fo  public  an  entry  as  this  arrangement 
of  the  Prefident's  would  ncceffarily  expofe  us  to, 
yet  it  appeared  to  me  that  we  could  not  decline  it 
without  giving  umbrage,  or  perhaps  otfcnce  ;  we 
therctore  endeavoured  to  equip  ourfclves  in  th< 
beft  manner  wc  were  able,  and  in  doing  lb  we 
rcferved  our  uniforms,  which  were  extremely  rot- 
ten  and  unfit  for  any  fervice  on  horfcback,  for 
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the  purpofe  of  appearing  in  on  our  vifit  of  cere- 
mony to  his  Excellency.     The  frcfli  horfes  which 
had  been  fent  from  St.  Jago,  we  had  imagined  to 
be  like  thofe  which  had  brought  us  from  Valpa- 
Kiifo,  but,  to  our  great  aftonifhmcnt,  thofe  which 
had  now  arrived  from  the  Prcfidcnt  under  the 
care  and  directions  of  another  officer,  fecmcd  to 
be  very  high-bred  animals ;  and  were  all  richly 
caparifoned  with  fine  faddles  and    bridles,  and 
faddle  cloths  richly  decorated,  and  fringed  with' 
gold  and  filver  lace,   according  very  ill  with  the 
drefs  in  which  we  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
appearing.     All  my  former  objections  to  a  public 
entry  were  now  greatly  incrcafed,  and  I  became 
very  defirous  that  we  might  be  permitted  to  vifit 
St.  Jago  in  a  more  private  manner ;  but  on  re- 
prefcnting  this  to  the  officers,  inftcad  of  acceding 
to  the  wifhcs  of  myfclf  and  party,  whips  and 
fpurs  were  inftantly  produced,  that  nothing  might 
be  wanting  to  complete  our  appearance  on  horlc- 
back  in  every  particular.     The  ufe  of  the  fpuis 
however  was  generally  declined  by   us  all,  leit 
fome  embarraifmcnt   or  mifchancc  fliould  take 
place  from  their  being  unintentionally  applied, 
whilft  our  thousi;hts   were  enocased  bv  the  new 
objedis  that  were  likely  to  attract  our  attention 
■  as  we   pafled  through    the    ftrcets  of   the  city. 
Trivial  as  this  circumftance  mviy  appear,  yet  to 
the  officer  who  had  charge  of  this  cfcort  it  was 
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u  matter  of  the  firft  importance.  He  not  only 
ufed  all  his  eloquence  to  perfuadeus  to  wear  the 
ipurs,  but  even  expoilulated  with  us  on  the  im- 
propriety of  appearing  without  them,  and  the  un- 
reafonablenefs  of  our  declining  fo  eflential  a  part 
of  drefs ;  all  his  intreaties  were  not,  however, 
fufficicnt  to  overcome  our  objections,  and  to  his 
great  mortification  wc  mounted  without  them, 
and  proceeded  towards  the  capital,  with  a  true 
military  ftep,  attended  by  the  two  officers,  and 
our  former  guides  the  dragoons.  .  •  :  .  ' 
;  The  inconvenience  we  experienced  on  firil:  fct- 
ting  out,  from  being  equipped  in  this  very  extra- 
ordinary manner,  was  greatly  increafed  by  the 
crowds  of  people  who  had  affembled  to  fee  our 
cavalcade  pafs  along,  in  which  they  were  fully 
gratified  by  the  llownefs  of  our  pace,  until  w^e 
arrived  at  the  palace;  where,  on  our  alighting^ 
we  were  received  by  a  guaid  which  was  turned 
out  on  the  occafion,  and  ^^ere  conducted  inform 
to  the  audience  chamber.  Here  we  were  received 
by  his  Excellency  Don  Ambrofio  Higgins  de 
Vallcnar,  with  that  fort  of  unafFcded  welcome 
in  which  neither  ceremony  nor  flattery  appeared, 
and  which  amply  repaid  us  for  all  the  little  fuf- 
ferings  we  had  endured  in  the  courfe  of  our  jour- 
ne;*'  This  polite  and  cordial  reception  we  had 
indeed  anticipated  from  the  reports  we  had  re-' 
ceivcd,  before  our  departure  from  Valparaifo,  and 
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afterwards  on  the  road  to  St.  .Tai^ro.  His  Ex- 
cdlcncy's  character,  not  only  in  r(i}:c6l  of  his 
great  attention  and  urbanity  to  Grangers,  but  of 
his  parental  care  and  conflant  folicidule  i'or  the 
general  happincfs  and  comfort  of  all  tlie  people 
who  lived  under  his  government,  were  the  con- 
leant  topics  of  our  converfation  ;  and  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  if,  on  this  occafioi  ,  wc  became 
inftantly  imprefTcd  with  the  juftice  which  report 
had  done  to  his  virtues,  by  his  congratulations 
and  hearty  welcome  to  the  capital  of  Chili,  uhich 
■were  delivered  by  him  in  our  own  lanizjuafe  with 
a  fluency  that  greatly  excited  our  aftonilhmcnt, 
when  we  were  informed  by  his  Excellency,  that 
he  had  now  been  refidcnt  in  New  Spain  twenty- 
four  years,  during  which  time  very  few  opportu- 
nities had  occurred  to  him  for  fjieaking  Englilh. 
We  now  learned  from  Don  Ambrofio  himfelf 
that  he  w^as  a  native  of  Ireland,  from  whence  he 
had  beenfibfcnt  upwards  of  forty  years,  that  at 
an  early  period  of  his  life  he  had  entered  into  the 
Englilh  army  ;  but  not  obtaining  in  that  fcrvlcc 
the  promotion  he  had  expeded,  he  had  embraced 
more  advantageous  offers  on  the  continent.  His 
firft  commiffion  in  the  fcrvice  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty  was  In  the  corps  of  engineers,  from 
whence  he  exchanged  into  the  dragoons,  and 
was  foon  raifed  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel; 
in  this  fituation  he  fervcd  for  feme  time  in  Old 
'  ;     '  I    r  Spain, 
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Spain,  and  afterwards  in  this  country,  until  he 
obtained  the  diilinguKlicd  poll:  of  military  com- 
mander on  the  frontiers  of  Chili,  and  governor 
of  Conception.  In  thisfervice  he  was  employed 
twelve  years,  and  had  the  good  fortune,  by  the 
conftant  exercife  of  his  humanity,  and  an  uniform 
attention  to  the  comforts  of  the  native  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country,  io  to  fubdue  the  natural 
fierccncfs  of  their  difpofitions,  as  to  induce  them 
to  fubmit  to  the  government  of  Spain.  For  this 
cflential  fervice  he  was  pro  ^tcd  about  the  year 
1/83  to  the  exalted  ftatic  .ic  now  fills;  fmce 
which  time  he  has  been  honoured  with  repeated 
marks  of  approbation  and  diftin6tion  by  his  Ca- 
tholic Majelly,  who  has  been  pleafed  to  confer 
upon  him  the  orders  of  Charles  the  Third,  and 
St.  James,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- general 
in  the  Spanifli  army. 

A  room  of  confiderable  dimenfions  was  allotted 
to  me  in  the  palace,  and  a  large  apartment  ad- 
joining to  it  was  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  Mr. 
Puget  and  the  reft  of  the  officers,  in  which  were 
a  fufficient  number  of  fmall  beds  for  the  party, 
covered  with  thin  gauze,  as  a  protection  againft 
the  mufquitos.  The  two  dragoons  who  had  at- 
tended us  from  Valparaifo  were  now  appointed 
to  be  ufeful  to  us  in  the  capacit)  of  fervants  ;  and 
every  other  matter  was  attended  to,  ordered,  and 
iettled,  that  evening,  which  could  in  any  way 
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contribute  to  render  our  ftay  at  St.  Jago,  and  our 
rcfidcnce  in  the  palace,  as  pleafant  as  poflible. 
Nor  did  the  politenefs  of  the  Prefident  end  here, 
for,  previoufly  to  the  fuppcr  being  announced, 
he  introduced  to  our  acquaintance  Don.  Ramon 
de  Rofas,  the  corrigidor,  and  Don  Francis  Caf- 
iada,  a  captain  of  dragoons,  who  received  the 
Prcfi dent's  dire<flions  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours 
in  flievving  us  every  thing  in  St.  Jago  worthy  the 
attention  of  ftrangers,  and  tu  make  us  known  to 
the  principal  families  refiding  in  the  city,         ' 

The  fupper,  confiding  of  a  great  variety  of 
hot  dilhes,  was  ferved  up  on  filver,  at  which  no 
perfon  was  prefcnt  but  Don  Ambrofio  the  Pre- 
fident, Don  Ramon  de  Rofas  and  ourfelves ;  all  fort 
of  ceremony  was  now  laid  afidc,  and  agreeably  to 
the  repeated  intreaties  of  his  Excellency,  we  con- 
fidered  and  felt  ourfelves  as  much  at  home  as  if 
we  had  been  partaking  a  repaft  in  England  with 
our  moft  intimate  acquaintances.  The  firft  part 
of  our  converflition  was  chiefly  engroiled  by  in- 
quiries refpeding  our  late  difcoveries  on  the  north- 
weft  coaft  of  America.  In  this  I  was  very  happy 
to  learn,  that  no  part  of  our  condud,  or  tranf- 
ad:ions  with  any  of  the  fubjeds  of  his  Catholic 
Majcfty,  appeared  to  have  given  the  leaft  caufc 
for  jcaloufv,  or  complaint  againft  our  little  com-  ^ 
munity ;  and  I  was  alfo  much  gratified  by  the 
very  handfome  compliments  that  were  pitid  to 
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mvfelf  and  officers,  on  the  fuccefsful  labours  of 
our  voyage.     After  the  curiofity  of  the  Prcfident, 
and  Don  Ramon  was  fomewhat  fatisfied  on  this 
fubje<5l,  the  former,  with  great  indignation,  re- 
counted a  circumftance  which  I  cannot  forbear 
to  mention,  although,  being  a  matter  only  of  con- 
verfation,  it  niay  pollibly  appear  too  extraneous. 
At  the  time  when  his  Excellency  was  the  go- 
vernor at  Conception,  and  during  the  late  Ame- 
rican, French,  and  Spanilh  war  with  England,  an 
Cpterprize  was   meditated  and  planned  by  the 
Gouirt  of  Great  Britain  againft  that  place,  which 
was  then  the  leat  of  government  in  the  kingdom 
of  Chili.     When  Sir  Edward  Hughes  failed  with 
his  fleet  from  England  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  it  was 
generally  believed  that  he  was  td  have  ad:ed  only 
in  defence  of  our  eftablilliments  in  that  quarter, 
but-  before  that  adhiiral  had  reached  the  firfl  place 
of  Jhis  deftinafeion  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  Prefident 
ftated  to  \vi,  that  he  was  in  poileffion  of  a  copy 
of  Sir  Edward  Hughes's  orders,  which  had  been 
tranfmitted   to   him   at   Conception   from  Old 
Spain,  by  which  documents  he  became  informed, 
that  an  attack  was  purpofed  to  be  made  by  that 
fleet  from  the  Eaft  Indies  on  the  Spanifti  fettle- 
mcnts  in  South  America,  and  that  Conception 
was  the  place  againft  which  the  enterprize  would 
flrit  be  attempted.     In  confequence  of  this  in- 
telligcijce  a  general  alarm  took  place  throughout 
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all  the  eflablifli merits  on  the  coaft ;  the  fortifica- 
tions, which  had  been  much  neglcdlcd,  were  re- 
paired and  ftrcngthened  ;  the  number  of  troops 
attached  to  each  were  greatly  augmented;  and 
every  preparation  was  made  for  the  purpofe  of 
a(5ling  vigoroufly  on  the  defenfive ;  and  to  this 
circumflance  alone  his  Excellency  attributed  the 
abandoning  of  the  defign,  that  had  been  concerted 
by  the  Britifli  Cabinet.  ,,  - ,   .    /  ,■„ 

Soon  after  fupper  was  ended,  a  number  of  la- 
dies made  their  appearance  at  the  iron  grating, 
that  prote(^ed  the  window  of  the  palace,,  beg- 
ging our  acceptance  of  nofegays,  and  requefting 
that  we  would  join  the  reft  of  their  party,  lafTcrh- 
bled  at  a  little  diftancc  from  the  palace  ;  but  aa 
I  thought  it  would  bje  more  t?fpe<5tful  to  pay  our 
compliments  to  his  .Excellency  in  the  audieiice-- 
room,  v\bich  formality  was  fixed  for  theifnc- 
cqeding  morning,  before  we  fliould  vifit  any  one 
elfe  in  the  city,  we  declined  their  obliging  invi- 
tation for  the  prefent,  with  a  prpmife  of  acknowr 
Icdging  their  civility  the  following  day.  *'--!-,-- «^ 

Wc  did  not  retire  until  an  early  hour,  when 
:we  found  our  beds  tolerably  good,  but  we  could 
not  help  being  much  difgulled  at  the  infufFerablc 
unclcanllncfs  of  our  apartments ;  the  floors  of 
^which,  but  more  particularly  that  appointed  for 
the  relidcucc  of  the  officers,  were  covered  with 
;iilt)i  aiiil  dirt.  Application  was  inflantly  made 
•':.  *  '.   '  to 
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to  the  dragoons,  to  procure  us  fomc  bruflics  or 
brooms  in  order  to  iVccp  it  out,  but,  to  our 
great  mortification,  they  told  us  that  fuch  things 
were  not  in  common  ufe  at  St.  Jago  ;  fo  that  the 
only  alleviation  we  could  obtain  was  that  of  wa- 
ter to  fprinkle  the  duft,  which  was  To  thick  in 
the  officers'  apartment,  that  it  would  rather  have 
required  a  fhovel  than  a  brufli  for  its  removal. 

Every  Sunday   morning  the  Prefidcnt  has  a 
levee,  which  is  ufually  attended  by  the  military 
people,  and  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  city 
and  furrounding  country.     For  the  purpofc  of 
being  formally  introduced  at  this  levec,  we  made 
ourfelves  as  fmart  as  the  cxhaufted  ftate  of  our 
rcfpedlive  wardrobes  would  allow,  and  then  re- 
paired  to   the   audience- chamber ;    this   room, 
which  is  fpacious,  was  neatly,  but  not  extrava- 
gantly, furnifhed  ;  the  anti-chamber  was  large  in 
proportion,  and  the  entrance  to  each  was  from 
the  ground,  through  large  folding  doors.     In  the 
anti- chamber  were  the  portraits  of  the  feveral 
preiidents  of  Chili,  from  the  firll  eftablilhment  of 
the  Spanifh  authority  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
to  the  prefent  governor,  whofe  portrait  was  one 
of  the  number.     The  infide  walls  of  thefe  rooms 
were  covered  with  glazed  tiles,  rcfcmbling  thofe 
from  Holland,  for  about  eight  or  ten  feet  from 
the  floor,  which  had  a  good  efFcd,  and  was  a 
^rcat  relief  to  the  dead  white  plafter  of  the  re- 
main! nir 
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mainlng  part  up  to  the  ceiling.  At  the  upper 
end  of  the  audience-room  was  a  fmall  ttage,  raifed 
a  few  feet  from  the  floor,  upon  which  was  placed 
the  chair  of  ftate,  ornamented  with  a  canopy  of 
red  damaik,  and  decorated  with  the  portraits  of 
their  Catholic  Majefties,  which  were  placed  on 
each  fide  of  the  Prefident's  chair.  The  levee 
was  attended  by  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pcrfons,  the  greater  part  of  whom  appeared  in 
the  regimentals  of  the  eftablifhed  militia  of  the 
country;  and,  in  fuch  a  well  dreiTed  company, 
our  thread-bare  uniforms  fufFcred  much  by  corri' 
parifon.  I  had,  however,  taken  the  precaution 
to  apologize  to  his  Excellency  for  the  reduced 
flate  of  our  apparel,  and  he  did  not  fail,  on  in- 
troducing us  to  his  friends,  to  enumerate  the 
hardlliips  we  had  undergone,  to  ftate  the  length 
of  time  we  had  been  abfcnt  from' thfe-  civilized 
world,  and  to  conclude,  on  every  occufion,  with 
fomc  panegyric  on  the  laborious  undcrttiking  in 
which  we  bad  been  fo  long  engaged.  This  very 
polite  and  friendly  attention  foon  relieved  us 
from  any  cmbarrafllnent  which,  at  firft,  it  was 
natural  we  lliould  feel  in  being  thus  unexpect- 
edly thrown  into  a  circle  of  gentlemen,  who 
made  a  very  fplcndid  appearance,  and  who  feemed 
to  have  great  pride  in  conforming  to  the  fafliion 
«f  the  day,  and  t]ie  etiquette  of  court  parade. 
From  all  the  ii;cntlcmen,  to  whom  we  wxre  made 
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known,  wc  received  the  mod  flattering  congra- 
tulations on  our  arrival  at  St.  Jago,  accompanied 
by  very  friendly  invitations  to  their  houfcs ;  and 
every  one  appeared  to  be  anxious  to  make  our 
time  pafs  as  plcafantly  as  the  circumftanccs  of 
the  place  would  permit.     The  fpecimen  we  had 
already  received  from  our  very  hofpitable  friends 
at  Valparaifo,  left  us  no  room  to  doubt  the  fm" 
ccrity  of  thefe  ftrangers,  whofc  kind  folicitude 
to  gratify  our  inclinations  on  every  trivial  occa- 
fjon,  was  infinitely  greater  than  could  reafonably 
have  been   expelled.     After  we   had    fcvcrally 
paid  our  compliments  to  the  Prefidcnt,  the  levee 
broke  up,  and  we  tbllowed  the  reft  of  the  party, 
accompanied  by  Don  Ramon  and  Captain  Caf- 
fada,  to  the  Icvce  of  the  Biiliop  of  Chili,  which 
always  commences  on  the  conclufion  of  the  Pre- 
fidcnt's.     Here  wc  were  air^in  received  with  the 
fame  politcncfs  and  afilibility  which  had  marked 
our  reception  at  Don  Ambrofio's.     The  Bifiiop 
is  addreifcd  by  the  title  of  IHii/}rjJfin:a,  and  the 
palace  in  which  he  conftantly  refidcs,  in  point  of 
magnificence  and  lliow,  exceeded,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, every  houfe  in  St.  Jago,  not  excepting  the 
Prefidcnt' .s  to  wliom  the  Bi(hop  is  the  next  per- 
fon  in  rank  and  confequence.     The  rooms  here 
were  not  fo  large  as  thofc  of  the  royal  palace, 
but  they  were   fuiiicicntly  capacious  and   well 
proporyuned ;  the  walls  were  hung  w  ith  yellow 
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filk,  feftooned  at  the  top,  the  furniture  was  ra- 
ther gaudy  than  elegant,  yet  every  object  befpokc 
the  richnefs  and  exalted  ftation  of  the  illuftrious 
owner.  The  Bifhop  was  drcffcd  in  a  loofe  cle- 
rical garment  of  purple  filk,  buttoned  clofe,  with 
a  fort  of  apron  that  extended  round  his  waift, 
and  reached  below  his  knees.  This  part  of  his 
drefs,  I  was  given  to  underftand,  is  commonly 
worn  in  Spain  by  the  dignitaries  of  the  church. 

The  fame  perfons  who  had  attended  the  levee 
of  his  Excellency,  repaired  with  us  to  the  pa- 
lace of  the  BiQiop  ;  but  their  deportment  here, 
in  point  of  refped:,  far  exceeded  that  which  had 
been  (liewn  to  the  Prefident.  Many  priefts  at- 
tended the  levee,  one  of  whom  always  conduced 
to  the  Bifhop  the  pcrfbn  who  was  to  be  intro- 
duced, who  when  fufficiently  near,  bent  one 
knee,  and  received  in  that  fubmiflive  attitude 
the  benediction  of  the  church.  On  this  occa- 
fion,  the  Bifliop  with  one  hand  made  the  figure 
of  a  crofs  over  the  head  of  the  perfon  intro- 
duced, whilll  he  prefcnted  a  ring  which  he  wore 
on  a  finger  of  the  other,  to  receive  an  additional 
homage,  paid  by  touching  it  with  the  lips,  as  in 
the  a6l  of  klffing.  This  ceremony  was  not  rc- 
lirifted  to  a  few,  for  v/c  did  not  perceive  any  on:; 
in  the  group  that  did  not  go  through  it ;  and, 
as  1  had  made  it  a  conftant  rule  to  conform,  on 
■  all  occalions,   to  the  innocent  manners  e^^d  cuf- 
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toms  of  whatever  country  wc  might  chance  to 
vifit,  I  fhould  not  have  hefitated  to  pcribrm  the 
hke  ceremony  on  our  introdudion,  had  the 
llightcft  hint  been  given,  either  by  Don  Ramon 
or  Captain  CalHida,  that  it  would  be  expeded 
from  us ;  but,  as  their  filence  left  us  completely 
to  our  own  feelings,  we  each  of  us  fimply  made 
our  bow,  which  appeared  to  be  as  well  accepted, 
and  to  receive  as  jj^racious  a  benedidion,  as  if  we 
had  adopted  the  other  cudomary  formality. 

The  Bifliop  made  many  very  pertinent  inqui- 
ries refpeding  the  countries  we  had  vifited,  and 
feemed  to  have  great  pleafure  in  the  little  infor- 
ination  wc  were  able  to  afford  him  ;  for  at  this 
time,  we  had  not  an  interpreter  with  us,  who  Co 
perfedly  comprehended  what  we  defcribed  in 
Englidi  as  to  make  a  faithful  tranflation  of  it  to 
the  Prelate  ;  and  I  do  not  recoiled  that  I  ever  felt 
more  real  regret,  than  on  this  occafion,  that  I  did 
not  fufliciently  undcrftand  the  Spanifh  language 
to  hold  a  converiation  with  this  apparently  intel- 
ligent gentleman,  who  was  pleafed  to  er  I'race 
every  opportunity  of  beftowing  fome  enconiium 
on  our  iate  refearches,  and  to  offer  his  congratula- 
tions on  our  having  fo  happily  concluded  them.    ^ 

From  the  Blfliop's  palace  we  were  conduded, 
by  our  friends,  to  the  houfes  of  the  judges  and 
great  officers  of  flate,  in  all  of  which  we  expe- 
rienced the  flime  cordiality  and  friendlinefs,  aud 
•  •-'  received 
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received  the  fame  preffing  intreatles  to  vlilt  their 
families  as  had  uniformly  been  offered  by  every 
perfon  with  whom  vvc  had  become  acquainted 
fmce  our  firfl:  arrival  in  this  hofpitable  countrj'. 
About  two  o'clock  we  returned  to  the  palace, 
where  we  found  the  Prelident  waiting  our  arrival 
for  dinner,  which  was  fervcd  up  on  a  plain  deal 
ill  conllruded  table,  by  no  means  correfponding 
with  the  magnificence  of  the  dinner  fcrvice, 
which  was  entirely  compofed  of  filver.  The 
company  confifted  of  the  Prefidcnt,  Don  Ramon 
de  Rofas,  Captain  CalTada,  and  ourfelves ;  and 
the  converfation  turned  chiefly  on  the  late  la- 
bours of  our  furvcy,  and  the  difcoveries  we  had 
made  on  the  coaft  of  North- Weft  America,  which 
were  repeatedly  honoured  with  the  moft  flatter- 
ing commendations  from  the  Captain  General, 
who  appeared  to  be  extremely  interefted  in  the 
events  which  we  related.  •    -       t  * 

After  drinking  coffee,  which  is  always  brought 
in  as  foon  as  the  cloth  is  removed,  every  one  re- 
tired to  his  private  apartment,  a  cuftoni  which 
fo  generally  prevails  in  this  kingdom,  that,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  three  in  the  afternoon  and 
fix  in  the  evening,  no  perfon  is  feen  in  the 
ftreets,  the  (hops  are  fliut  up,  and  the  fame  ftill- 
nefs  prevails  as  if  it  were  adually  night.  Accuf- 
tomed  as  we  had  hitherto  been  to  a  life  of  con- 
ftant  anxiety,  and  to  be  futisficd  with  little  reft. 
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wc  were  at  fird  j^rcatly  ut  a  lofs  to  difcovcr  how 
wc  lliould  employ  the   hours  which  were   thus 
dedicated  to  flccp  by  the  Ibclcty  in  which  we 
were  now  Hving ;  but  the  excrcifc  of  the  morn- 
ing, tlie  heat  ot"  the  weather,  tlie  want  of  occu- 
pation, and  the  natural  inclination  to  fleep  after 
a  hearty  meal,  foon  reconciled  us  to  the  pradice 
of  the  country;  and  we  all  indulged  in  afiijhi,  (or 
nflcrnoons  nap)  and  enjoyed  it  I  believe  full  as 
niuch  as  the  moil:  voluptuous  Spaniard   in  the  • 
capital.     I  ,1 

Accompanied  by  our  new  friends,  wc  were  in- 
troduced in  the  evening  to  the  family  of  Sen*" 
Cotappas,  a  Spanifli   merchant  of  confidcrable 
eminence.     A  dcfcriptlon  of  this  gentleman's 
maniion  will  ferve  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  all  the  houfcs  in  the  city  of  St. 
Jago  are  built.     This,  like  moft  of  the  principal 
habitations,  formed  a  quadrangle,  inclofmg  an 
open  area,  or  court-yard,  of  about  thirty  yards 
fquarc,  one  fide  of  which  is  a  dead  wall  that  runs 
parallel  to  the  llrect ;  and,  as  none  of  the  houfcs 
are  more  than  one  ftory  in  height,  this  wall  to- 
tally obfcures  every  appearance  of  the  buildings 
within.     The  entrance  into  the  fore-court  from 
the  llreet,  was  through  a  gateway  in  this  wall, 
to  which  the  houfe  fronted,  occupying  the  oppo- 
iite  fide,  whilll  the  wings,  or  two  remaining  fides 
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of  the  fquarc  to  the  right  and  left,  wqw,  as  is 
nioft  commonly  the  cafe,  divided  into  offices  for 
iervants,  and  deeping  apartments.     Sen''  Cotap- 
pas's  houfe  confiiled  of  an  anti-chamber,  a  large 
kiiid  of  dining-parlour,  and  bed-chamber.     All 
the  rooms  were  very  fpaclous,  the  principal  one 
meafured  about  fixty  feet  in  length,  twenty-five 
feet  in  breadth,  and  I  Hiould  think  the  height  of 
it  was  about  equal  to  the  breadth.     This  room 
was  luperbiy,  or  rather  finely,  furni(hcd  ;  from 
the  ceiling  were  fufpendcd  two  glafs  lullres,  or 
chandeliers  ;  and  on  the  walls  were  fome  paint- 
ings, the  fubjeds  of  which  were  taken  from  the 
facred  writings  ;  at  each  end  of  the  room  were 
large  folding  doors.     The  company  we  here  met 
were  divided  into  two  parties  ;  the  ladies  were 
feated  on  cufliions  on  one  fide  of  the  room,  and 
the  gentlemen  were  fitting  oppofitc  to  them  on 
chairs,  amongfi:  whom  we  were  inftantly  fur- 
nifhed  with  feats.     The  entertainments  of  the 
evening  confifted  in  a  concert  and  ball,  in  both 
of  which  the  ladies  had  the  principal  (liare,  and 
feemed  to  take  great  pleafure  in  excelling  in  both 
the  accomplifhments  of  mufic  and  dancing.  The 
whole  of  the  concert  was  performed  by  the  la- 
dies; one  led  the  band  on  the  piano-forte,  whilft 
the  others  filled  up  the  accompaniments  on  vio- 
lins, flutes,   and  the  harp  ;  the  whole  was  ex- 
tremely 
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tremcly  well  conducted,  and  afFouicd  us  a  mu- 
iical  treat,  to  which  wc  had  been  long  intire 
ftrangcrs.  -  ^  <  .r  :•  -     . 

Wc  fhould  have  been  extremely  happy  to 
have  aviled  ourfehcs  of  the  prefling  intreatics  of 
Sen*"  Cotappas  to  join  with  the  ladies  in  dancing, 
but  as  their  country  dances  appeared  to  be  very 
difficult,  and  as  no  one  amongft  us  could  rccol- 
Icdl  the  figures  of  any  of  thofc  wc  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  in  England,  we  were  under  the 
mortification  of  acknowledging  our  ignorance, 
and  declining  the  intended  civility  of  the  mafter 
of  the  houfe.  From  this  difappointment  in  the 
plcafures  of  the  evening  we  were,  however,  in 
ibme  meafure  relieved,  by  fome  of  the  ladies, 
who  had  retired  from  the  dance,  fending  us  a 
meffagc,  requefling  we  would  join  their  party  on 
the  cufhions ;  with  this  we  inflantly  complied, 
and  confidered  ourfelvcs  greatly  indebted  for  this 
mark  of  condcfcenfion,  as  it  was  depurting  from 
the  eftablifhcd  rules  of  their  fociety  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions.  The  generality  of  the  ladies  in  St.  Jago 
are  not  wanting  in  perfonal  charms,  and  moft  of 
thofc  we  had  the  pleafure  of  meeting  this  even- 
ing might  rather  be  confidered  handfome  than 
otherways ;  they  are,  in  general,  brunettes,  with 
expreffivc  black  eyes,  and  regular  features ;  but  a 
want  of  that  neatnefs,  which  is  fo  much  valued 
amongfl  Englifhmen,  and  fo  much  the  pride  of 
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my  fair  countrywomen,  was  confpicuous  in  many 
particulars,  efpecially  in  the  total  ncgled  of"  their 
teeth,  which  are  fufFered  to  become  intolerably 
dirty.     This  inattention  was  not  only  in  a  very 
high  degree  ofFenfive,  but  it  appeared  to  us  in- 
compatible with  the  pains  that  feemed  to  have 
been  taken  in  the  decoration  of  their  pcrfons ; 
for,  at  this   aflembly,  they  were   all   fupcrbly 
dreiled,  agreeably  to  the  fafhion  of  the  country. 
The  moft  fmgular  part  of  their  drefs  was  a  fort 
of  bcll-hooped  petticoat,  that  reached  from  the 
waill  to  juft  below  the  knees,  though  fome  of 
them  did  not  wear  them  quite  fo  low;  imme- 
diately beneath  this  external  part  of  their  drefs 
appeared  the  under  linen  garment,  the  bottom 
of  which,  as  well  as  the  taflels  of  their  garters, 
was  fringed  with  gold  lace.         ''   -" 

The  general  deportment  of  the  ladies  was 
lively  and  unreferved  ;  and  they  very  obligingly 
loft  no  opportunity  of  relieving  us  from  every 
little  cmbarrafTment,  to  which  the  difad vantages 
we  laboured  under,  in  not  underflanding  their 
language,  frequently  expofed  us;  and  I  verily 
believe  that  there  v.ere  few  occaiions,  during  the 
wliolc  of  our  voyage,  in  which  our  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  Spanifli  language  was  more 
fmcerely  regretted ;  as  it  deprived  us  of  the  plea- 
furc  of  enjoying  the  lively  fallies  of  wit  which  we 
had  reafoii  to  believe  occurred  very  often  in  the 
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female  circles,  by  the  laughter  and  applaufe  that 
their  converfation  fo  frequently  occafioned.  This 
was  certainly  an  evidence  of  their  natural  inge- 
nuity, thotigh  it  did  not  amount  to  a  proof  of 
their  minds  having  been  duly  cultivated ;  and  it 
is  not  without  concern  that  I  ftate,  from  the  tef- 
timony  of  their  own  countrymen,  that  the  edu- 
cation of  the  female  part  of  the  fociety  in  St* 
Jago  is  fo  fcandaloufly  negledled,  as  to  confine 
the  knowledge  of  reading  and  writing  to  a  few 
of  the  ladies  only.  Some  of  them  had  the  good- 
nefs  to  give  us  their  names  in  writing,  that  we 
might  the  nqpre  eafily  difcover  and  learn  the  true 
pronunciation  of  them ;  thefe  were  always  writ- 
ten in  large  letters;  but  I  do  not  mean  from  this 
circumftance,  or  from  our  having  received  but 
few  of  their  names*  to  infer,  that  the  education  of 
the  fex  is  as  much  confined  as  was  reprefentcd  to 
us ;  yet  the  circumftance  of  their  being  totally  un- 
acquainted with  any  other  language  than  the  dia- 
led of  the  Spanilh  fpoken  at  St.  Jago,  evinced  that 
their  education  had  been  very  little  attended  to. 
Excepting  the  inftances  which  are  unhappily 
to  be  fbun4  amongft  the  fcx  in  England,  the  fe- 
male part  of  the  fociety  poflTefs  a  charaderiftic 
delicacy  of  fcntiment  and  cxprelTion  ;  but  here 
fuch  a  degree  of  levity  is  obfervable  in  the  con- 
duA  of  the  ladies,  not  only  in  their  converfation, 
but  in  dancing  and  on  other  occauons,  as  to  give 
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a  flranger,  and  particularly  an  Englifliman,  no 
reafon   to  entertain  a  very  exalted  opinion  of 
their  virtue,  but  rather  to  imprefs  him  with  no- 
tions prejudicial  to  the  female  chara<fler.  I  muft, 
however,  in  juftice  to  all  thofc  ladies  with  whom 
I  had  the  honour  of  being  acquainted,  and  they 
were  very  many,  beg  leave  to  ftate,  that  I  difco- 
vered  nothing  that  could  impeach  the  fidelity  of 
the  married  women,  no:  attaint  the  character  of 
the  Imglc  ladies ;  notwithftanding  that  the  man- 
ners and  cuftoms  of  the  country  in  which  they 
live  fan6lion  a  freedom  of  fpeech,  and  a  fami- 
liarity of  behaviour,  that  tended,  in  our  opinion, 
to  abridge  the  fex  of  a  portion  of  that  refped:  from 
the  men,  of  which,  as  Engliilimen,we  did  not  like 
to  fee  them  deprived.  To  them  we  were  indebted 
for  the  moft  civil  and  obliging  attention  that  can 
be  imagined  during  our  rcfidence  in  the  capital; 
their  doors  were  always  open  to  receive  us;  their 
houfes  were  in  a  manner  cur  homes ;  their  en- 
tertainments were  formed  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
affording  us  amufcment ;  and  no  endeavour  was 
omitted  that  could,  in  any  way,  contribute  to  the 
pleafure  we  received  in  mixing  with  their  fociety. 
Nor  were  we  lefs  indebted  to  all  thofe  gentlemen 
to  whom  we  became  known,  who  exercifcd  the 
utmoft  of  their  powers  to  render  our  ftay  at  St. 
Jago  agreeable,  by  fhewing  us  every  thing  wor- 
thy of  our  notice,  and  by  communicating  every  in- 
formation 
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formation  that  was  either  ufeful  or  entertaining. 
We  were  under  particular  obligations  to  Don 
Ramon  dc  Rofas  and  Captain  Cafiada,  for  their 
unremitted  attention,  and  goodnefs  in  introduc- 
ing us  to  all  the  refpedable  families  reading  ii> 
St.  Jaffo. 

The  time  that  we  remained  in  the  capital  of 
Chili,  paflcd  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  have 
already  defcribed,  without  the  occurrence  of  any 
incidents  to  require  a  particular  relation;  for  this 
reafon  I  fliall  pafs  over  the  fcveral  pleafant  en- 
gagements we  had  in  the  different  families  dur- 
ing our  refidencc  in  this  hofpitable  place,  and 
proceed  to  give  fome  account  of  the  public 
buildings  in  the  city,  and  to  detail  fuch  other  inr 
formation  as  we  were  enabled  to  collect,  and 
which,  probably,  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  my 
readers.  In  doing  this,  however,  I  fhall  not  pledge 
myfelf  for  the  authenticity  of  the  facets,  nor  the 
preciilon  of  the  circumftances  I  am  about  to  re- 
late, becaufe  I  was  not  fufEciently  acquainted 
with  the  Spanish  language  to  put  the  quellions 
that  1  wiflied  to  ha  c  refolved  in  a  proper  way 
myielf,  nor  to  acquire  the  information  1  fought 
for,  in  fo  corre(fl  a  manner  as  is  defirable  in  in- 
quiries of  this  nature  :  in  addition  to  this  difad- 
vantage,  I  found  it  almoft  impoffible,  on  a  va- 
riety of  occafions,  to  make  our  interpreters  tranf- 
liitc  our  queftions  on  fubjc<5ls  on   which   they 
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were  not  converfant,  fo  as  to  obtain,  trom  thofe 
who  were  able  to  reply  to  the9i,  fatisfadory  an- 
fwers. 

The  city  of  St.  Jago,  including  the  detached 
houfcs,  or  fuburbs,  I  Ihould  fuppofe,  cannot  be 
lefs  than  three  or  four  miles  in  circumference  ; 
but  this  is  only  by  eftimation,   as  I  did  not  con- 
verfe  with  any  one  who  could,  or  did,  anfwer  mc 
this  qucllion ;  but  as  the  flreets  run  at  right  an- 
gles to  each  other,  and  fome  of  them  are  little 
Ihort  of  a  mile  in  length,  this  computation  cannot 
be  very  erroneous.     The  city  is  well  fupplicd  with 
water  from  the  river  Mapocho,   which  has  its 
Iburce  in  the  mountains,  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  capital,  and  is  made  to  branch  off  in  fuch  a 
nrianncr,  on  its  approaching  the  town,  as  to  pafs 
through  the  principal  ftreets.     This,  in  a  hot  cli- 
mate, cannot  but  be  fuppofed  a  very  great  luxury, 
»nd  as  conducing  extremely  to  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants ;  but  the  fame  Vvant  of  cleanlinefs 
that  pervades  the  infides  of  the  houfes,  here  ma- 
nifefted  itfelf  in  the  open  air,  and  inftead  of  this 
ft  ream  becoming  the  means  by  which  the  ftreets 
might  have  been  kept  conftantly  fweet,  it  is  ren- 
dercd  a  moft  mfufferable  nuifance,  by  the  pro- 
digious quantity  of  filth   which  is  emptied  into 
it  from  the  houfes.     As  no  care  was  taken  that 
a  fufHciency  of  water  fliould  be  brought  down 
tp  carry  the  foil  and  njiftinefs  away,  nor  to  re- 
move 


■«.v' 


179^J  ROUND  THK  WORLD.  QQS 

move  it  in  places  where  it  formed  obftruvSllons 
to  the  current,  and  produced  the  moft  offcnfive 
exhalations;  and  a?  the  ftrccts,  wnlch  are  narrow, 
are  partially  paved  with  fmall  ftones  in  the  mid- 
dle, and  with  only  a  few  flag-ftoncs  for  foot  paf- 
fcngcrs  on  the  fides,  our  walking  about  the  town 
was,  from  thefc  circurnftances,  r^*ndcrec|  very  u^- 
plcafant. 

The  river  before  mentioned,  from  whence  the 
city  is  fupplicd  with  water,  o^xrflowed  its  banks, 
in  the  month  of  June,  1/83,  in  confcquence  of 
an  inundation,  and  ruflied  down  towards  St.  Jago, 
with  fuch  Impetuous  fury,  that  it  demolifhcd 
almoft  all  the  dams  that  defended  the  country, 
did  confidcrablc  damage  in  the  town,  and  filled 
every  individual  with  fear  and  conftcrnation  leil 
a  fecond  inundation  fliould  fucceed ;  in  which 
cafe,  from  the  extremely  defencelefs  ftatc  in 
which  thefe  torrents  had  left  the  city,  there  was 
great  reafon  to  apprehend  that  not  a  fingle  edifice 
would  be  left  (landing  in  the  capital.  The  prp- 
fent  Captain-General  gave  immediate  orders  that 
plans  Ihould  be  made  by  the  moft  able  and  ex- 
perienced engineers  and  architedl?,  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  replacing  a  wall,  or  dam,  that  had  prin- 
cipally defended  the  city  from  the  river,  and 
which  had  been  dcftroyed,  at  this  time,  by  the 
inundating  force  of  its  waters;  but,  notwith- 
(landing  that  the  defign  he  had  in  view  was  fo/ 
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the  protedion  of  St.  Jago  and  the  furrounding 
country,  and  to  infurc  the  fafcty,  interefts,  and 
comforts  of  the  inhabitants,  yet,  a  popular  party 
was  made  againft  him,  as  in  the  inftance  of  the 
new  road,  which  he  projecfled,  and  is  now  carry- 
ing into  execution  between  this  place  and  Val- 
paraifb,  and,  after  experiencing  much  fatigue, 
perplexity,  and  expence,  it  was  not  until  the 
month  of  January,  1 792,  that  he  efFedled  his 
purpofe  fo  far,  as  to  begin  the  excavation  for  the 
new  wall,  or  dam,  againft  the  fide  of  the  river. 
This  will  long  remain  a  monument  of  his  pa- 
triotifm  and  perfeverance,  and  he  has  now  the 
gratification  of  hearing  many  of  thofe  who  had 
before  oppofed  the  undertaking,  acknowledge 
this  valuable  dcfign  to  be  an  effedual  protcdion 
againft  any  future  danger. 

The  v^^all  is  faid  to  have  a  foundation  fourteen 
feet  below,  and  to  rife  as  many  feet  above,  the 
furface  of  the  water ;  it  appeared  to  be  a  very 
ftrong  work,  well  executed,  and  capable  of  refift- 
jng  any  force  or  weight  of  water  that  may  come 
againft  it.  It  not  oiily  affords  complete  fecurity 
to  the  town,  but  ferves  as  an  agrceablr  walk  for 
the  recreation  of  the  inhabitants.  On  the  fide 
next  to  the  water  a  parapet  wall  is  raifed,  fuffi- 
cicntly  high  to  prevent  any  accident  in  walking; 
it  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  and,  at 
convenient  diftanccs,  flights  of  cafy  and  commo- 
*"^  dious 
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dious  flairs  are  judicioufly  placed  to  afccnd  the 
wall,  from  whence  a  commanding  view  is  ob- 
tained of  St.  Jago  and  the  adjacent  country.  The 
whole  is  built  with  brick  and  lime-mortar,  and, 
on  the  firft  ftone  being  laid,  an  obelilk,  in  imi- 
tation of  that  in  St.  Peter's  fquare,  and  many 
others  in  Rome,  was  ereded,  on  the  pedeftal  of 
which  is  the  following  infcription,  in  Spanifli : 

D.  O.  M. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Fourth  ; 
and 
During  the  Govcrnn  .ent  of  this  Kingdom, 
.  by  _  .         • 

Don  Ambrofio  Higgins    • 
"      -  '  dc       ' 

Vallenar; 
Who  ordered 
Thefe  dams  to  be  conllrudcd 
in  the  year 

i;g2. 

There  were  two  very  fumptuous  fabrics  ere<^-. 
ing  in  St.  Jago,  which,  when  finiflicd,  as  I  was 
inibrmcd  by  the  Prefidcnt,  would  be  unequalled 
in  New  Spain ;  the  one  is  the  Call'a  dc  Moneda, 
or  the  moftey-hoj(/c,  and  tlic  other  is  the  cathedral. 

At  the  diftance  of  about  five  quadras*  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  principal  fquare,  is  ercding,  by 

*  Tnirty-rix  qiuulras  make  a  mile. 
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order  of  his  Catholic  Mujefty,  the  Moncy-Hourc, 
or  Mint.     Thq  lituatioa  is  open,  healthy,  and 
well  chofen  for  this  extenfivc  and  fpacious  build- 
ing, which  appeared  to  be  conftruding  upon  the 
plan  of  the  public  offices  contained  within  Somer- 
Ict-Houfc  in  London,  though  the  ilrud:ure  is  by 
no  means  equal  to  that  edifice,  either  in  fize  or 
magnificence.     It  is  intended  for  the  rcfidencc  of 
all  the  officers  and  people  belonging  to  the  Mint. 
The  apartments  for  the   former  are  large  and 
commodious,   and  the  rooms  for  the  latter  arc 
very  convenient.     To  thefe  are  added  a  fort  of 
hofpital  for  the  fick,  and  a  chapel  for  divine  fer- 
vice.     Large  places  are  to  be   fitted  up  for  the 
reception  of  the  materials  and   implements  ufed 
in  allaying  the  precious  metals,  and  feparating 
them  from  the  ore.     The  walls  are  built  with 
large  bricks,  and  the  cement,  or  mortar,  is  from 
lime  procured  by  the  calcination  of  ihclls.     Part 
of  the  infidc  was  plaftcrcd  with  a  moll  delicate 
white  fubllance,  that  had  the  appearance  of  being 
A'cry  durable.     Moft  of  the  iron- work  ufed  in  the 
building,  and  fuch  as  is  nccellary  lor  the  imple- 
ments, &c.  ufed  in  the  bufmefs  of  coinin<j!;,  is  im- 
ported  from   Old  Spain.     Patterns  for  tiie  bal- 
conies, balullcrs,  and  rails,  Iiavc  been  tranfmitted 
from  St.  Jago  to  ]^'ilcay,   which  have  been  fent 
back   in  iron,   moll   perfedly  and   fatisfac^lorily 
executed.     All  the  wood  made  ufc  of  in  this  fa- 
bric 
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brie  is  oak,  excepting  for  the  doors  and  windows, 
■which  are  made  of  cyprcfs.  The  principal  front 
is  to  the  north,  and  is  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  ^n  length.  Befidcs  the  door,  or  grand 
entrance,  which  is  adorned  with  eight  columns, 
there  are  eighteen  inferior  windows,  and  eighteen 
fupcrior  balconies.  The  two  other  fronts  look 
to  the  eaft  and  to  the  weft,  and  are  each  of  them 
one  hundred  and  fevcnty-cight  yards  in  length ; 
thefe  are  decorated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
principal  front,  with  pillars  and  balconies,  be- 
tween which  are  various  efcutcheons,  with  de- 
vices alluding  to  the  purpofe  for  which  the  build- 
ing is  ere<iled.  The  court-yard  is  forty -five  yards 
Iquare,  the  whole  adorned  with  columns,  archi- 
trave, frize  and  cornice,  which  extend  round  the 
court  at  fome  little  diftance  from  the  building. 
The  principal  entrance  leads  into  a  fpacious 
ftiloon  ;  on  the  right  are  the  apartments  deftined 
for  the  fuperintendent,  and  on  the  left  are  to 
be  thofe  of  the  auditor ;  bcfidc  thefe,  in  the  other 
two  fronts,  are  the  public  offices,  the  hall  for 
drawing  bills,  the  office  for  weighing  gold  and 
filver,  the  treafury,  auditory,  chapel,  hofpital, 
4&C.  6zc.  After  paffing  through  the  court-yard 
towards  the  fmel ting-offices,  we  entered  a  paf- 
fagc,  fourteen  yards  wide,  which  led  round  all 
the  worklhops  and  offices  of  labour :  the  whole 
pi  the  edifice  is  of  tlie  Doric  prdcr,  and  the 
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difcribntion  of  the  offices  and  apartments  ap- 
peared to  have  been  well  confidercd  and  judi- 
cioufly  appropriated.  The  communications  were 
likewifc  commodious,  and  well  concerted  to  fa- 
cilitate the  bufinefs  between  one  office  and  ano- 
ther, and  the  whole  together  was  a  ftrudurc 
well  defcrvlng  our  attention. 

The   archite<5t   is  profeiTor  Don  Joa.  Joefca, 
difciple  of  the  lieutenant-general  Don  Francifco 
Savatini,  iirft    architedil  to  his  Catholic  Majefty. 
Don   Joefca  undertook  to  finifli  and  complete 
this  building  for  feven  hundred  thoufand  dollars, 
and  the  Captain-General,  imprcffed  with  a  juft 
idea  of  the  ufe  and  importance  of  fuch  an  eftab- 
lifhment,  was  induced  to  give  his  confent  to  the 
undertaking,  as  the  calculation  of  the  expencc 
bore,  in  his  eftimation.  no  proportion  to  the  ad- 
vantatres  it  would  afterwards  infure,  or  the  con- 
vcnience  it  would  afford.     The  architect,  how- 
ever, feems  to  have  been  greatly  miftaken  in  the 
money  which  he  ftated  the  building  would  coft, 
as   the  Prefident  aiTured  me,  he  was  clearly  of 
opinion,   that  it  would  require  a  million  and  an 
half  of  dollars  to  be  expended  on  the  edifice  be- 
fore it  could  be  completely  finillied. 

There  is  a  fmall  hill,  about  twelve  quadras 
diitant  from  the  principal  fquare,  in  the  grounds 
bclontrlnir  to  the  relicrious  of  the  Dominican 
order,  which  is  called  St.  Domingo.     This  hill 

contains 
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contains  a  quarry  of  frceftonc,  of  a  whitlfti  colour, 
foft,  and  cafily  worked  by  the  chiiTcl.     The  vi- 
cinity of  this  hill  to  the  city,  and  the  facility  with 
which  the  ftoncs  were  to  be  procured  from  the 
quarry,  induced  the  Bifhop  Don  Juan  Gonzales 
de  Melgarego  to  begin  the  laborious  undertaking 
of  building  a  cathedral ;  for  which  purpofe  he 
gave  forty-three  thoufand  dollars  towards  its  erec- 
tion, and  laid  the  firft  ftone  of  the  edifice  on  the 
firft  day  of  July,   1 7  18.     At  this  time  there  was 
not  an  artift  in  the  kinjrdom  of  Chili  to  whofe 
ability  a  work  of  this   dcfcription   could  be  en- 
trufted,  for  which  rcafoii  no  particular  plan  was 
adhered   to,  and  the  architecture  feems  to  be  a 
medley  of  whatever  occurred  to  the  pcrfons  who 
lupcrintendcd  its   conftrud:ion.     The   principal 
front  is  to  the  caft ;  that  fide  which  communi- 
cates with  the  cpifcopal  palace  is  to   the  fouth, 
and  the  north   front  runs  parallel  to  the  ftreet. 
The  length  of  the  building  is  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  yards,  its  breadth  is  not  lefs  than 
thirty -five,  and  the  height  of  the  middle  aille  is 
eighteen  yards. 

It  was  not  until  after  thirty  years  were  expired, 
that  application  was  made  to  Madrid  for  a  fkllful 
profcflional  perfon  to  fupcrintend  the  completion 
of  this  edifice.  In  the  year  17/5,  Don  Joefca, 
the  architcd  employed  in  building  the  moncy- 
houfc,  was  appointed  to  this  office,  and,  fortu- 
nately. 
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natcly,  at  this  time,  the  principal  front  was  not 
begun.     The  phms  he  drew  were  fubniitted  to 
the  tlien  prelate,  Don  Manuel  de  Alday  ;  and,  on 
the  firft  day  of  March,   in  the  year   1/80,  this 
artift  took  upon  himfelt  the  charge  of  the  build- 
ing, which,  at  this  time,  wanted  only  five  arches 
to  reach  the  line  of  the  principal  front ;  the  ele- 
vation of  which,- 1  was  given  to  imderftand,  is  a 
clofc  imitation  of  St.  John  de  Lateran,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  defigns  of  the  famoui  Barromini, 
There  arc   three  doors  in  this  fide,  embelliflied 
with  columns  of  the  Ionic  order ;  within  is  a 
handfome  ftaircafe,  that  leads  to  light  and  elegant 
towers,   which  add  greatly  to  the  beautiful  ap- 
pearance of  this  front-     The  cathedral  contains 
ten  altars,  and,  though  they  appeared  to  have 
been  conftrudted  without  regard  to  any  rule  of 
proportion,  yet  they  are  w^cll  worthy  of  attention4 
The  columns  and  pilaiters  of  each  are  an  excel- 
lent  imitation  of  jafpcr ;  thcfe  are  green,   tht 
pedeftals  are  red,  the  cornices  yellow,  the  bafes 
and  capitals  arc  gilt,  and  the  whole  together  pro- 
duces a   very  good   cffc6l.     Tlie  colour  of  the 
flone,  with  which  this  edifice  is  built,  refembles 
that   of  the    Portland  flone  of  England ;    but 
whether  it  is  of  the  fame  durability,  or  not,  time 
only  will   determine.     The  workmanlhip  of  the 
mafon  appeared   to  us  to  be  ill  executed,  as  few 
of  the  edges  of  the  lloncs  were  fo  neatly  wrought 
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as  to  fit  with  cxadnefs.  Spires  and  other  church 
ornaments,  we  were  given  to  underftand,  vvere 
intended  to  be  ereded,  but  the  time  when  the 
building  would  be  finifhcd  was  not  afcertained; 
thepriefts,  however,  ,';\id  mais  in  one  part  of  it, 
which  was  fufficiently  completed  for  that  purpofe. 

A  very  large  church  is  alfo  conftru<fting,  under 
the  direftion  of  the  fame  archited ;  this  ftrudure 
is  built  with  bricks,  its  front  is  of  the  Doric  or- 
der, with  two  large  towers,  in  which  confiderable 
knowledge  of  beauty  and  proportion  feems  to 
have  been  difplaycd.  The  infide  of  this  church 
is  of  the  Ionic  order,  it  contains  three  aifles  and 
feven  chapels. 

The  gaols  of  the  city  having  fallen  into  decay 
fome  years  ago,  and  becoming  infccure  for  the 
confinement  of  prilbners,  a  large  building,  of  the 
Tufcan  order,  was  ereded,  and  appropriated  to 
this  purpofe.  This  ftruchirc  has  rather  a  mag- 
nificent appearance  and  tlie  diilrlbution  of  the 
cells  and  apartments  it  contains  feems  to  have 
been  made  with  confiderable  judgment.  The 
centre  of  the  building  is  occupied  by  a  grand 
tower,  in  which  is  the  city  clock  ;  and  the  bell, 
w^hich  ftrikes  the  retreat  at  nine  o'clock ;  after 
which,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  watchmen  to 
fecure  all  perfons  of  fufpiclous  appearance,  or 
fuch  as  arc  found  in  the  ftrcets  with  unlawful 
weapons. 
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Bcfide  thefe  public  buildings,  about  half  a 
quadra  from  the  principal  fquare  is  a  houfe  be- 
longing to  Sen'  Don  Jofe  Ramirez  de  Saldana^ 
perpetual  regidor  of  St.  Jago,  andone  of  its  moft 
opulent  citizens.  The  porch,  which  is  in  the 
centre  of  the  principal  front  of  this  manfion,  is 
decorated  with  Doric  columns,  and  many  pillars 
of  the  fame  order  are  with  confiderable  tafte  ar- 
ranged on  each  fide  of  it.  This  building  is  re- 
puted to  be  the  only  one  in  the  city  in  which  the 
rules  of  architcdlure  have  been  ftridly  obfcrved  ; 
and,  on  that  account,  it  is  highly  efteemed  by 
thofc  of  the  inhabitants  who  have  any  knowledge 
of  the  art,  or  tafte  for  regular  compofitions. 

A  very  good  houfe  was  cred;ing  about  fix  qua- 
dras from  the  fquare  before  mentioned,  after  ^ 
defign  of  Inigo  Jones,  as  a  country  rcddencc  for 
Sen'  Don  Jofe  Antonio  Aldunate,  the  Provifor 
General  of  this  biflioprick,  who  isjuftly  extolled 
for  his  poliflied  manners  and  literary  abilities. 

At  the  diftance  of  fourteen  quadras  from  the 
fame  fquare  a  chapel  was  building,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  friars  belonging  to  the  order  of  St. 
Francifco.  The  Doric  prevails  in  the  external 
compofition  of  this  edifice,  but  within  the  pillars 
arc  of  the  Corinthian  order.  It  contains  ten 
diftind;  chapels,  is  dedicated  to  our  Lady  of  Car- 
rhin,  and  is  called  the  Little  Convent. 

Having  given  fomc  account  of  the  moll  coii- 
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fpicuous  public  and  other  buildings,  that  were 
either  finiflied  or  ereding,  in  St.  Jago,  I  (hall  now 
proceed  to  ftate  fuch  information  refped:ing  the 
population  and  commerce  of  this  city  as  I  was 
enabled  to  procure.       '^  '       >         ■.     '      ■ 

St.  Jago,  the  capital  of  Chili,  is  ftated  to  have 
been  founded  on  the  12th  of  February,  J 541* 
This  city  is  the  refidence  of  the  Prefident,  who 
is  Captain-General  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and 
Governor  and  prefiding  Judge  of  the  audience 
chamber,  or  court  of  jullice.  It  is  faid  to  contain 
thirtv  thoufiind  five  hundred  inhabitants ;  and,  if 
my  cftimation  of  its  extent  be  not  very  incorred, 
it  niuft  be  confidered  as  populous.  The  fubor- 
dinate  cities  in  this  great  kingdom  are,  Coquimbo, 
Chilian,  Conception,  and  Valdivia ;  and  the  prin- 
cipal towns  are  Valparaifo,  Capiapo,  Vallenar, 
St.  Francifco  do  Borja,  St.  Raphael  de  la  Rofa> 
La  Ligua,  Quillota,  Los  Andes,  Melipilla,  St.  Jo- 
feph,  Anconcagua,  St.  Ferdinand,  Curico,  Talca, 
Linares,  Nueva,  Bilboa,  Caugeres,  and  others  of 
lefs  importance. 

The  kingdom  of  Chili  is  ftated  to  extend,  in 
a  northern  and  fouthern  dircdion,  from  the  lui- 
inhabited  parts  of  Atacama,  which  divides  it  from 
the  vice-royalty  of  Peru,  to  the  ftraits  of  Magel- 
lan ;  and,  in  a  weftcrn  and  eaftern  direction, 
from  the  ocean  to  the  foot  of  the  Cordilleras, 
which  divides  it  from  the  vice-royalty  of  Buenos 
.   Vol.  VI.  X  Ay  res ; 
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Ayrcs ;  but  I  cannot  help  being  of  opinion,  that 
the  kingdom  of  Chili  docs  not  extend  further 
fouth  than  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  ifles  dc 
Chiloe,  as  I  iliould  confider  the  American  coaft, 
to  the  fouthvvard  of  thofe  illands,  to  be  that  of 
Patagonia.  It  is  divided'  into  two  biflioprlcks,  or 
provinces,  St.  Jago  and  Conception,  each  of  which 
are  under  the  immediate  care  and  direction  of  an 
Intendant ;  Brigadier  Don  Francifco  La  Matu 
Linares  has  the  charge  of  the  latter  ;  and  the  fur- 
ther title  of  Chief  Intendant  of  the  province  of  St. 
Jago  is  added  to  the  reft  of  the  polls  of  honour 
and  places  of  emolument  enjoyed  by  the  prefent 
Captain-General  Don  Ambrofio  Higgins  dc  Val- 
Icnar  ;  the  value  of  w  hofc  appointments  amdunty 
annually,  to  thirty  thoufand  dollars,  whilft  thofc 
of  Don  lya  Mata  Linares  do  not  exceed  ten  thou- 
fand dollars.  Thefe  provinces  arc  each  fubdi^ 
vided  Into  fmall  dillrids,  which  originally  were: 
known  by  the  name  of  Corrcgimientos,  but  arc 
now  called  Subdclegacioncs.  ''■  J-  t/^  ,•,><,,;  [ 
There  is  about  a  million  of  fpccie  coined  at 
St.  .Tago  every  year,  which  is  the  fund  from 
whence  the  ^Iilaries  of  the  ftatc  officers^  the  mi- 
litary eftabllllim.ent,  and  other  incidental  ex- 
pcnces  of  the  government,  arc  defrayed.  The 
army  confills  of  a  battalion  of  infantry  in  Con- 
ception ;  two  fipiadrons  of  horfe,  one  company 
of  dragoons,  and  two  of  artillery.  The  cavalry 
.        ••'.  .    ;  ,  :     ,  of 
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of  this  country  are  all  well  mounted,  and  ex- 
tremely expert  horfemen,  and  were  they  as  fkil- 
ful  in  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  as  they  are  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  fword  and  the  lance,  they  would 
not  be  inferior  to  any  troops  of  this  defcription  in 
Europe.     I  was. given  tounderftand,  that  in  cafe 
of  an  attack  upon  Yalparaifo,  the  principal  fea- 
port  of  the  kingdom,  an  army  of  eight  thoufand 
men,  confifting  of  cavalry  and  militia,  could  there 
be  affcmblcd  for  its  defence  in  twenty-fours  hours. 
The  country,  to  the  fouthward  of  the  river 
liioblo,  in  the  province  of  Conception,  is  inha- 
bited by  a  nation  of  very   fierce  Indians,  who 
formerly  committed  great   depredations  on  the 
frontiers  under  the  Spanifh.  authority,  and  lived 
in  a  continual  flate  of  hoflility  with  their  civi- 
lized neighbours;  but,  in  confequence  of  the  hu- 
mane, judicious,  and  political  arrangements  which 
have  been  made,  from  time  to  time,  by  Don 
Ambrofio  Higgins,  the  number  of  the  turbulent 
fpirits  has  been  much  reduced,  and  the  natives 
now  ceafe  to  be  regarded  ^vith  any  apprehenfion 
by  the  Spaniards.     In  the   diilricft   which  they 
occupy,   I  was  given  to  underfland,  there  were 
ten  thoufand  warriors,  a  robufl  and  hardy  race  of 
men ;  but  fo  far  had  the  w  ii'c  adminiflration  of 
the  prefcnt  Captain-General  fuccceded,  in  fub- 
duing  the  natural  ferocity  of  thefe  Indians,  and 
in  bringing  them  over  to  fupport  the  authority 
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and  Ititerefts  of  the  crown  of  Spain  ;  that  Don 
Ambrofio  did  not  entertain  the  leaft  doubt  of 
their  co-operating  with  the  forces  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majefty,  Ihould  it  be  ncceflary  to  call  them 
forth  againll  the  invafion  of  a  foreign  enemy. 

Independently  of  the  warfare  which  thefc 
people  had,  for  many  years,  carried  on  againft 
the  Spaniards,  they  were  fubjedl  to  continual  in- 
furrcdions  and  internal  commotions  amongft 
thcmfclves.  During  the  time  that  Don  Am- 
brofio had  the  chief  military  command  on  this 
frontier,  he  happily  fuccccded  in  terminating  the 
feuds  which  had  fo  long  prevailed  amongft  the 
feveral  tribes  compoflng  this  great  nation,  and 
had  introduced  amongft  the  ferocious  inhabitants 
of  this  country,  a  fpirit  of  induftry,  and  a  delirc 
to  excel  each  other  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
ground,  the  breeding  of  cattle,  and  other  peace- 
ful arts  i  but  upon  his  being  promoted  to  the 
elevated  fituation  which  he  now  fills,  with  fo 
much  honor  to  himfelf,  and  benefit  to  the  coun- 
try, he  was  under  the  neceifity  of  leaving  the 
guardianfhip  of  thefe  children  of  nature,  and  of 
repairing  to  the  capital.  Soon  after  his  depar- 
ture from  the  frontiers,  frefti  animofities,  and 
new  caufes  for  jealoufy,  arofe  amongft  the  diffe- 
rent tribes,  which  ended  in  a  war,  that  was  fu- 
rioufly  carried  on  by  all  parties.  Their  peaceful 
and  domcftic  occupations  no  longer  engaged  their 
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attention,  and  their  agriculture  and  breeding  of 
cattle,  which  had  become  the  fources  from  whence 
they  were  enabled  to  derive  many  comforts, 
were  abandoned  and  totally  ncgledled.  Don  Am- 
brofio,  with  the  fame  warmth  of  heart  and  in- 
tcreft  for  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  the  In- 
dians, which,  during  his  refidence  amongft  them, 
had  produced  fo  valuable  an  effed:  on  their  tem- 
pers and  difpofitions,  reprefented  to  the  Court  of 
Madrid  the  commotions  that  continued  to  cxift 
amongft  the  Auraucan  and  other  tribes  on  that 
frontier  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  propofed  fuch 
meafures  as,  in  his  opinion,  were  moft  likely  to 
reconcile  the  differences,  and  eftablilh  a  perma- 
nently good  underftanding  betw^een  the  contend- 
ing chiefs  of  the  four  Butalmapus,  which  are  the 
four  diftrids  into  which  this  nation  of  Indians  is 
divided. 

In  confequence  of  this  reprefentation,  and  the 
meafures  recommended  by  the  Captain-General, 
he  was  directed  by  the  Spanifh  court  to  repair  to 
the  camp  of  Negrete,  and  there  to  hold  a  convo- 
cation, for  the  purpofe  of  hearing  and  redrefling 
thofe  grievances  which  were  flated  by  the  fcveral 
chiefs  to  be  the  caufes  of  all  their  difcontents : 
and,  as  the  preliminary  fpeech  of  the  Prefident, 
on  this  occafion,  tends  greatly  to  exhibit  the  na- 
tural character  and  general  difpofition  of  thefc 
people,  I  have  been  tempted  tp  infert  a  tranflt^- 
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tlon  of  it  from  the  Indian  lana;uaa:e,  under  the 
impreflion  that,  to  thofc  of  my  readers  who  may- 
be curious  in  tracing  the  gradations  of  the  hu- 
man charadler,  from  a  favagc  up  to  a  civilized 
ftate,  it  may  not  be  unacceptable.      .^  - 

**  The  fpccch  of  Ficld-Marflial  Don  Ambrofio 
Higgins  de  Vallenar,  Prefident,  Governor, 
and  Captain-General  of  the  kingdom  of 
Chili,  to  the  Auraucan  and  other  Indian 
nations,  met  in  convocation  in  the  camp  of 
Negrctc,  on  the  -1th  day  of  March,  17lj3. 

"  Chiefs^  my  antient  and  honourable  friends ; 
full  of  joy  and  fatisfadion  that  I  now  meet  upon 
this  happy  ground  of  Ncgrcte,  as  formerly  on 
that  of  Longuilmo,  the  great  chiefs  and  princi- 
pal leaders  of  the  four  Butalmapus,  into  which 
this  valuable  country  is  divided,  that  f!:r^tchcs 
from  the  fouth  of  this  great  river  Biobio  to  the 
outer  parts  of  the  mofl  fouthern  continent,  and 
from  the  Cordilleras  to  the  great  ocean  ;  I  falute 
you  all  with  joy,  and  with  the  utmoft  fincerity 
of  my  heart.  I  am  ordered  by  the  king,  my 
mafter,  to  falute  you  in  His  Majefty's  name,  and 
to  congratulate  you  on  the  felicity  of  this  aufpi- 
cious  day,  which,  through  my  mediation,  on  ac- 
count of  the  love  I  bear  you  all,  has  reftored  the 
incllimable  bleflings  of  peace  to  the  four  Cu- 
talmapus. 
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:i  "  With  the  utmoll:  precifion  and  difpatch,  I 
have  taken  care  to  remove  ever}?  obllacie  that  im- 
peded the  attainment  of  this  moll  welcome  ob- 
je<^.  I  have  alfo  been  indefatigable  in  difpofing 
the  minds  of  thofe  to  peace  who  were  reftlefs  and 
prone  to  revenge,  or  to  take  great  umbrage  on 
Uttle  occafions ;  and  I  have  been  unwearied  in 
all  ♦■i^e  conferences  I  have  had  with  the  feveral 
chiefs,  fmcc  my  arrival  at  the  fort  of  Angels,  and 
in  this  encampment,  during  the  time  that  1  have 
waited  for  the  arrival  of  thofe  more  diftant  lead- 
ers, who  arc  now  colleded  with  the  other  mem- 
bers of  this  aflembly.  I  have  patiently  and  fully 
examined  the  complaints  of  fome,  and  heard  the 
excufes  of  others,  on  the  diftrelling  fubje(ft  of 
your  dillcntions,  your  animoiities,  and  your  wars, 
fo  that  nothing  now  remains  for  me  to  learn  of 
all  their  direful  caufes.  To-day,  hovsever,  the 
fun  fliines  bright,  and  I  fee,  with  heart-felt  joy, 
that  on  my  once  again  drawing  nigh  unto  you, 
a  friendly  difpofition  appears  in  all,  to  terminate 
the  unhappy  differences  which  long,  too  long, 
have  fubfifted  amongft  you  ,  and  I  perceive  that 
you  are  prepared,  once  more,  to  unite  in  thofe 
lacred  bonds  of  peace,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
which  I  left  you,  on  my  feparation  from  you, 
and  departure  for  St.  Jago.  I  rejoice  that  you 
all  wilh  to  bury,  under  the  fod  of  this  encamp- 
mcnt,  all  your  animofitics,  heart-burnings,  dif- 
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putes,  and  differences ;  and  may  the  prefcnt 
meeting  be  a  commencement  of  perpetual  feli- 
city to  all  the  children  of  man  who  refide  in  the 
countries  that  extend  from  Bioblo  to  Chiloe. 

*'  Recoiled:  your  fituation,  O  my  friends,  when 
I  was  appointed  by  His  Majefty  to  the  military 
command  of  this  frontier,   and  dcftined  to  fit 
down  among  you.     There  are  many  amongft 
you,  who  can  remember  the  miferable  flate  in 
which  I  found  the  whole  country ;  it  was  de- 
flroyed  on  both  fides  the  river,  it  was  defolate  and 
laid  wafle,  and  all  its  inhabitants  were  fuffcring 
the  dreadful  calamities  of  unceafmg  furious  wars, 
brought  on  by  their  own  intemperance  and  un- 
ruly pafTions ;  many  of  whom  were  obliged  to 
retire,  with  their  women  and  children,  to   the 
mountains,  and  were  reduced  at  lafl  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  feeding  on  their  faithful  dogs  that  fol- 
lowed them  !  The  great  chiefs  and  Indians  of 
the  Butalmapus  were  witnefs  of  thefe  things. 
Before  I  left  you,  however,  (on  his  Majefly  being 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  promote  me  to  the  prefi- 
dency  of  the  kingdom)  your  houfes  were  rebuilt, 
your  fields  fmiled  with  a  yellow  harvefl,  and  your 
paftures  were  richly  decorated  with  the  herds  of 
your  cattle.     Your  women   provided  you  with 
comfortable  garments;  the  high-minded  and  un- 
ruly young  men  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  chiefs ; 
and  none  of  thofe  excelles  were  pradifcd,  which, 
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fiiice  my  departure,  have  exceeded  the  cruelties 
and  profligacy  of  your  antient  barbarifm  ;  tf* 
which  you  would  probably  have  altogether  re 
turned,  had  it  not  been  for  the  zeal  of  your  Com- 
mander General,  who  reported  your  proceedings 
to  me,  and  happily  fufpcnded,  until  I  fhould  be 
fent  amongft  you,  the  fatal  effcds  of  your  dif- 
cords. 

**  I  do  not,  however,  wlfli  to  fupprcfs  the 
merit  to  which  you  have  a  juft  claim,  or  to  con* 
ceal,  that,  in  the  midil  of  all  thefe  difturbances, 
you  rigoroufly  obferved  the  promifes  you  made 
me  in  Longuilmo.  The  Spanifh  fettlcments, 
fituated  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  this  great  river, 
have  been,  by  you,  moft  fcrupuloufly  refpefted, 
their  perfons  have  been  held  facred,  their  cattle 
have  not  been  difturbed,  and  in  no  one  circum- 
ilance  have  you  broken  the  faith  and  goodwill 
which  you  pledged  yourfelves  to  maintain.  Of 
all  this  have  I  been  made  acquainted,  from  time 
to  tinrc,  by  the  fcveral  commanders  on  the  fron- 
tier ;  and  for  this  honourable  part  of  your  con- 
duct I  give  you  all  due  thanks.  What  1  then 
promifed  I  likcwife  have  ftric^ly  performed  ;  I 
have  recomiTjcndcd  the  four  Butalmapus  to  the 
protcdion  of  the  king ;  I  have  fupplicated  him 
to  continue  to  them  his  paternal  affiilance  ;  and 
His  Majcfly,   with  that  greatncfs  of  foul,  and 
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piety  ot*  heart,  wlilcli  fo  eminently  diltinguiili  his 
royal  charader,  has  been  pleaf'ed  to  order,  that 
you  fliall  be  fuj^ported  and  protedcd  fo  long  as 
}ou  may  defcrvc  the  bleirings  of  his  favor,  by 
adhering  to  the  good,  feparating  yourlclves  from 
the  bad,  and  evincing,  by  the  general  tenor  of 
your  conduct,  your  fubordination  and  obedience." 

The  humanity,  good  {cnfc,  patience,  and  pcr- 
Icverance,  of  the  Captain  General,  ^ery  confpi- 
cuoully  appear  upon  this  occafion  ;  and  it  is  not 
Icis  pleafing  to  obferve,  that,  even  amongll  thefc 
untaught  nations  of  the  earth,  their  political  en- 
gagements are  fcrupuloufly  fulfdled ;  and  that 
the  diftrcfTes  confcquent  on  inteiline  warfare, 
have  not  the  power  to  make  them  violate  their 
treaties,  or  to  break  thofe  promiles  which  they 
iblemnly  pledge  themfelves  to  perform. 

The  territorial  poileffions  of  fuch  of  the  In- 
dians as  have  fubmitted  to  the  authoritv',  and 
placed  themfelves  under  the  prote(5lion,  of  the 
Spanilh  crown,  have  been  all  confirmed  to  them 
by  treaty;  to  be  ufed,  cultivated,  or  difpofed  of, 
agreeably  to  their  own  wiflies  or  determinations; 
and,  as  an  incitenKUt  to  their  future  indultry 
and  repofc,  I  was  informed  by  Don  Ambrofio, 
that  he  had  purchafed  from  them  a  large  trae^ 
of  land,  wliich  he  had  divided,  and  laid  out  ad- 
vantagcouily,  for  the  purpofci  of  agriculture  and 
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brccdiiip;  cattle  ;  and  had  left  it  in  their  pofici- 
fion,  under  the  direction  of  proper  perfons  to  fee 
his  de(ii2;ns  carried  into  effe(^l. 

Whilli:  wc  were  under  the  hofpltable  roof  of 
the  Prefidcnt,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a 
chief  and  fix  of  the  Indians,  who  had  come  to 
the  palace  to  pay  an  annual  vifit  of  refpcd:  to  the 
Captain  Cieneral.  Thcfe  people  were  of  a  mid- 
dling fiature,  tliey  were  ftout  and  well  made,  of 
regular  features,  and  not  unlike  the  North-Weft 
American  Indians  ;  they  were  dreffcd  after  the 
SpanKh  falhion  of  the  country;  but  if  an  opinion 
can  be  correctly  formed  of  the  tribe  they  belong 
to  from  fo  fmall  a  fample,  they  w-ould,  by  no 
means,  anfwcr  the  cxpcdations  I  had  formed  of 
their  provvefs  and  military  charad:er.  Thefe  In- 
tlians  were  accompanied  by  a  Spanifli  gentleman, 
who  refides  amonalt  them  in  one  of  tlieir  vil- 
lagcs,  and  is  called  Captain  of  Indians ;  and  I 
imderllood,  that  to  each  tribe  an  officer,  of 
fmiilar  rank,  is  attached,  who  prefides  over  their 
intere(l:s,  correfponds  witli  the  Captain-General, 
and,  on  all  occafions,  ads  as  their  advifer  and 
interpreter. 

.  The  exterior  commerce  of  tlic  kinjjdom  is 
priiu-i{)ally  carried  on  from  the  fea- ports  of  Con- 
ception, Coquimbo,  and  Valparaifo  ;  but  the  lat- 
ter has  the  grcatell  Ibare  of  trade,  arifmg  from 
its  central  fituatiun,  and  its  vicinity  to  the  capi- 
tal: 
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tal :  the  diftancc  from  St.  Jago  was  tbrmerly 
thirty  leagues ;  hut  it  will  be  dccrcafed,  when  the 
new  line  of  road  is  completed,  to  twenty-two 
leagues.  From  St.  Jago,  to  the  top  of  the  firll 
hill  towards  Valparaifo,  a  dillancc  of  about  fix 
leagues,  the  road  is  fmiflicd  ;  between  the  foot  of 
the  hill  and  the  city  there  are  three  bridges  built 
with  bricks  over  three  fwampy  places,  which 
before  were  frequently  almoft  impailable,  and  in 
many  other  parts,  where  the  road  is  deprefled,  it 
is  paved  acrofs,  to  give  a  free  courfc  to  the  rain 
waters,  and  at  the  fame  time,  to  prevent  any 
damage  from  their  paffing  over  the  loofc  mate- 
rials of  which  the  road  is  compofed.  This  ex- 
tent of  road  is  now  become  the  general  refort  of 
the  inhabitants,  cither  for  walking,  riding  on 
horfeback  or  in  carriages ;  and  the  valuable  cha- 
radcr  who  firft  projcded  it,  whenever  the  multi- 
plicity of  his  bufmefs  would  allow  him  to  take 
any  recreation  of  this  nature,  is  cpnflantly  at- 
tended thither  by  a  numerous  company  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  on  fuch  occafions  he  derives  a 
coniiderable  degree  of  fatistin5lion  in  proving  how 
eafily  he  can  travel  up  the  firft  hill  from  St.  Jago 
in  his  coach,  with  the  afliftance  of  four  mules 
only.  . 

The  meafiired  diftance  between  St.  Jago  and 
Buenos  Avrcs  I  could  not  learn,  but  I  underftood 
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that  the  poll  travels  from  thence  to  the  capital  of 
Chili  in  twenty  days ;  and  that  the  country,  from 
Buenos  Ayres  until  it  reaches  the  foot  of  the  Cor- 
dilleras, which  run  in  a  northern  and  fouthern  di- 
redion,  and  pafs  to  the  caftvvard  of  St.  Jago,  is 
one  intirc  dcfert,  without  trees  or  any  other  fort 
of  vegetation;  and  that  it  is  fo  completely  a  le\  el 
plain,  that  even  a  hillock  does  not  appear  on  its 
furface. 

The  ncareft  filvcr  mine  to  St.  Jago  is  at  the 
diilance  of  about  fcvcn  leagues,  and  the  nearell 
trold  mine  is  to  the  north-eaft  of  the  city,  at  the 
dlftance  of  about  thirty  leagues. 
'  The  value  and  importance  of  this  rich  country 
to  Old  Spain  is  fully  exhibited  in  the  feveral  or- 
dinances, rules  and  dirctflions,  which,  from  time 
to  time,  have  been  ilTued  to  the  Intendants  of  the 
provinces,  and  enforced  by  the  fupremc  council 
of  the  Indies,  at  the  exprcfs  command  of  His  Ca- 
tholic Majefty.  Thcfe  are  comprehended  under 
diflincfl  titles,  or  heads,  as  they  have  reference, 
or  apply  to,  the  ccclefiallical  or  civil  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom.  The  principal  obfervanccs 
are  thofe  refpcding  the  tenths  and  contributions 
for  the  endowment  of  the  churches,  and  the  fup- 
port  of  the  religious  orders ;  the  coUedtion  of  the 
public  revenues,  the  appropriation  of  the  royal 
cftates,  the  adminiftration  of  jufticc,  the  regula- 
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tion  of  the  internal  police,  and  the  delegation  of 
powers  and  authority  in  the  event  of  foreign  wars 
or  domelHc  i'lfurredions.  -  '  ■  ■  •  ,  '  *  - 
•  I  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  obtain  a  translation  of 
moll  of  thefc  rules  by  which  the  archbifhops  and 
chief  officers  of  Hate  regulate  their  conduct ;  and 
as  it  does  not  appear  to  me,  that  I  can  fhew  the 
rigid  attention  wdiich  is,  and  has  ever  been,  paid 
by  the  Spanifli  court  to  the  interefts  of  thefc 
wealthy  eftablilhrnents,  fo  v.ell,  as  by  quoting 
fome  few  of  the  royal  commands,  I  have  ex- 
trad:ed  three  for  this  purpofc  •.  .    •>  t,-^  • 

**  Number  150.  '  "^    , 

"  By  the  Bull  of  Alexander  the  VI th,  dated 
the  lOth  of  November,  1501,  and  confirmed 
iince  by  fuccefiivc  fupreme  pontiffs,  the  Tekths 
ov  THE  Indies  belong  to  my  royal  crown,  and 
lialf  of  a  year's  falary  on  the  benefices  conferred 
"by  mc ;  with  full  dominion,  abfolute  and  irre- 
vocable, to  aflilt  the  churches  with  a  fufficient 
lum  annually,  for  the  decorous  maintenance  of 
the  divine  law,  and  for  a  competent  falary  to  the 
prelates  and  other  miniflcrs  of  the  holy  gofpel, 
who  fervc  at  the  altar.  In  virtue  of  which,  the 
fundamental  difpofition  of  the  ritual  has  been 
promulgated,  that  thefc  objeds  may  be  duly  fvil- 
lilled.  My  crown  remains  under  the  obligation 
of  fupplying,  at  the  cxpence  of  the  reft  of  the 
Ten'  -J  of  it's  patrimony,  the  fun;i  deficient  to  which 
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thefe,  annually,  may  not  amount,  lor  the  cndoy/- 
ments  and  other  holy  purpofes;   and  therefore, it 
is   incumbent   upon  all  thofe  ai^lln^  under  my 
royal  authority  to  be  v.atchful  over,  to  ha\ e  good 
d.ifcrction  in  the  adminlilratjon  of  the  decimal 
productions,  and  to   divide  them   amongft  the 
parties  interefled,  with  due  cxadlncfs  and   inte- 
grity, that  the  holy  churches,  parilhes,  and  hof-^ 
pitals,  under  the  immediate  fovereigni  protetlion, 
may  not  feel  any  injury  or  wrong,  nor  my  royal 
exchequer  be  called  upon  for  its  pledged  refpon- 
iibility.     I   therefore   command,  that  the  royal 
officers   do  affift  at  all  the  public  fales  and  ac- 
counts of  the  tenths,  and  that  they  hkewife  attend 
to  the  ercctious  and  repairs  of  the  churches,  and 
duly  examine  the  expence  of  each,  and  that  they 
ultimately  prevent  all  frauds  and  impofitions,  to 
the   end   that    the  participants   may  have  their 
right,   and  that  my  royal  cftates  may   not  be 
charged,  with  any  refponfibility  for  deficiencies'. 
HavinG;  confidercd  that   the   new  eftablifliment 
and  fylieni  of  intendancies  may  otTer  doubts,  on 
the  method  propofcd  for  carrying  the  feveral  re- 
gulations into  ctFedl,  I  have  thought  proper,  con- 
formably to  the  true  fpirit  of  the  laws  already  in 
being,  to  annex  the  following  commands,  for  the 
purpofe  of  facilitating  the  new  arrangement,  and 
to  infure  the  mod  cx'dS.  execution  of  all  the  mat- 
ters it  contains." 
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Here  follow  diredions  for  the  calling  of  meet- 
ings, and  a  lift  of  the  officers  commanded  to  at- 
tend them,  with  a  great  number  of  rules  for  fe- 
curing  to  the  government  a  due  adminiftration 
of  their  fcveral  fund:ions.  And  it  will  be  feen, 
by  the  following  extrads,  that  the  happinefs  of 
the  people,  the  prefervation  of  good  order,  and 
the  improvement  of  the  country,  arc  objeds  not 
lefs  regarded  by  the  SpaniOi  monarchy,  than  the 
eftablifhment  of  its  religious  perfuafion,  or  pro- 
fiting by  the  immcnfe  wealth  which  South  Ame- 
rica is  capable  of  yielding.      •     i-   — 'i   '■ 

"  Confiding  in  the  care  and  attention  which 
has  been  manifcftcd  by  the  Intendants  of  pro- 
vinces, I  command  that  they  do,  by  means  of 
themfelvcs,  or  fubaltern  judges,  gain  a  thorough, 
knowledge  of  the  lives,  inclinations,  and  cuftom* 
of  the  people  fubjecfl  to  their  government ;  that 
they  chaftife  the  lazy,  and  thole  of  bad  inten* 
tions,  who,  far  from,  fupporting  the  good  order 
and  police  of  their  rcfpe<5i:ivc  towns,  caufe  in- 
quietudes and  fcandal,  disfiguring,  with  their 
vices  and  lazinefs,  the  good  face  of  things,  de- 
fpifmg  the  laws,  and  perverting  the  defigns  of 
thofe  amongft  them  who  are  virtiioufly  difpofed. 
They  are  not,  however,  under  colour  or  pretext 
of  their  authority,  to  be  inquifitive,  or  to  meddle 
in  the  life,  genius,  private  purfuits,  or  domeftic 
concerns  of  individuals,  nor  to  take  cognizance 

of 


-^■vrt>"^  •«»,^-::_iastf«sa£^ 


of 


179.5.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  321 

of  reports  or  uneftabh/lied  accufations  that  can- 
not influence  the  good  example  of  the  people, 
nor  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  public  govern- 
ment. 

"  For  the  due  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and 
the  circumftanccs  which  have  already  been  pro- 
vided for  by  the  foregoing  articles,  it  appears,  that 
whatever  may  conduce  to  the  happinefs  or  prof- 
perity  of  my  vaflals,  ihould  and  ought  to  be  di- 
ligently attended  to  and  obferved  by  the  magif- 
trates  and  officers  of  police.  For  this  efpecial 
purpofe,  I  order  that  the  Intendants  do  procure, 
from  engineers  of  the  greateft  renown  and  abili- 
ties, topographical  maps  of  their  refpe6livc  pro- 
vinces, in  which  are  to  be  diflinguifhed  their 
boundaries,  mountains,  woods,  rivers,  lagoons, 
and  all  other  matters  worthy  of  note;  and  to 
this  end,  the  engineers  fo  employed  are  to  execute 
their  commiffions  with  all  the  promptitude,  ex- 
adinefs,  and  pund:uality  of  exprcflion  poffiblc ; 
they  are  to  become  acquainted  with  the  tempe- 
rature and  qualities  of  the  feveral  foils,  and  of  the 
natural  produdions,  not  only  of  the  animal  and 
vegetable,  but  of  the  mineral,  kingdoms ;  of  the 
mountains,  valleys,  pallurcs,  and  meadows;  of 
the  rivers  which  arc  capable  of  being  widened, 
made  navigable,  and  ultimately  to  communicate 
with  the  ocean  ;  the  expence  of  fuch  undertak- 
ings, and  the  benefits  that  would  refult  to  my 
Vol.  VI.  Y  fubjeas 
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fubjcds  from  carrying  fuch  works  into  cfFe<fl. 
They  arc  to  make  themfelves  pcrfe(5lly  fatisfied  in 
what  places  new  channels  or  acjueduds  might  be 
made,  which    would   be   ufetul  for  the  watering 
of  the  lands  tinder   cultivation,  and  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  deducing  labour  by  the  eredion  of  mills. 
Tb  report  the  flatc  of  the  bridges ;  pointing  out 
thofe  which  require  repairing,  and  the  pafTes  over 
which    additional   ones   ought    to    be    thrown. 
What  roads  can  be  amended,  improved  or  fhort- 
cned }  what  protection  or  guards  arc  ncceffary  for 
their  fecurlty.     Ih  what  parts  arc  growing  tim- 
bers, Ufcful  for  Hiip-building  in  the  provinces,  or 
valuable  iii  the  European  arfcnals ;  they  are  to 
certify  and  report   upon  the  induftry  and  com- 
inerce  of  the  diftridls ;  the  fea- ports  capable  of 
Iheltering  vcffels,  which  from  their  fituation  and 
utility  ought  to  be   kept  open,  and  fuch  as  are 
prejudicial  that  had  better  be  fhut.     The  In- 
tendants  will  alfo  inform  themfelves  of  the  means 
of  bettering  the  condition  of  my  people,  by  aug- 
menting their  comforts,  and  by  confcrving  the 
happinefs  and  profperity  of  rriy  dominions.  With 
thefe  objects  before  them,  they  are  to  take  efpc- 
cial  care,  that,   in  the  towns  or  villages,  within 
their  refpective  provinces,  they  do  not  allow  of 
vagabonds  without  dcrtination,  nor  people  with- 
out incHnation  to  work  :  but  that  thcV  make 
the  fturdy,   and  of  competent  age  to   manage 
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arms,  inllft  into  my  royal  regiments,  engage  in 
my  marine  fervice,  or  on  board  fliips  of  com- 
merce; or  elfe  that  they  order  fuch  pcrfons  to  be 
employed  in  the  repairing  or  ere<3:ing  fuch  public 
works,  as  (hall  be  judged  moft  proper>  according 
to  the  circumftanccs  of  each  individual's  Cafe. 
Should  any  fuch  perfons  be  unfit  for  work,  and 
mendicants  by  profcflion,  they  (hall  be  taken  up, 
put  into  hofpitals,  and  there  be  employed  each 
according  to  his  ftrsngth;  but  if  it  can  be  proved 
that  they  arc  reftlefs  unquiet  fubjefts  of  no  re- 
fponfibility,  and  bad  chara<fter,  the  penalties 
cftabliflied  by  the  law^s  of  the  Indies  are  to  be 
inflid:cd,  and  fuch  vagrants  are  to  be  fent  to  hard 
labour  in  the  mines,  or  to  the  Prefidios." 

Thefe  ordinances  are  alfo  the  firft  of  a  great 
number  of  regulations,  which  follow  for  the  en- 
couragement of  induftry,  the  cultivation  of  the 
furface,  and  extending  the  mineral  property  of 
thefe  kingdoms,  in  which  is  difplayed  no  lefs  zeal 
and  concern  for  the  profpcrity  and  comforts  of  all 
the  inhabitants,  whether  of  Spanlfh  extraction  or 
the  native  Indians,  than  for  the  intcreft  which 
whe  Spanilh  crown  pofleffes  in  fecuring  to  itfcif 
the  monopoly  of  this  valuable  part  of  its  cxtenfivc 
empire.  For  as  the  kingdom  of  Chili  cannot 
but  be  regarded  as  capable  of  producing  great 
wealth,  as  well  from  its  furface  as  from  its  incx- 
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hauftlble  mineral  produAions,  it  may  fairly  be 
cfteemed  as  one  of  the  richeft  territories  belong- 
ing to  his  Catholic  Majefty.  In  order,  however, 
to  promote  the  growth  of  the  greatcft  quantity 
of  corn  and  number  of  cattle,  encouragement 
fhould  be  given  to  the  lower  orders  of  the  people 
to  become  induftrious,  and  to  prefer  the  pleafant 
purfuits  of  cultivation  to  that  fupinc  and  inaiftivc 
way  of  life  to  which  they  have  been  fo  long  ac- 
cuftomed;  for  if  a  fpirit  of  induftry  were  gene- 
rally difFufcd  amongfl:  them,  and  due  rewards- 
held  out  for  working  the  valuable  metals,  the 
prcfent  habits  of  indolence  would  probably  be 
overcome;  and  as  there  docs  not  exift  any  phy- 
ilcal  impediment  to  exertion,  either  from  climate 
or  any  local  circumllancc,  it  is  not  poffiblc  to  al^ 
certain  what  might  be  the  lUm  of  the  return 
from  the  productive  labour  of  this  highly  favored 
country,  when  fuch  labour  fliould  be  properly 
directed  to  the  fcveral  fourccs  of  its  latent  wealth. 
The  influence  of  the  ecclefiaftical  orders  over  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  the  preference  which  is 
given  by  them,  and  the  generality  of  the  inha- 
bitants, to  an  ufelefs  unworthv  life  of  iazinefs  and 
begging,  will  continue  to  operate  againft  any 
change ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended,  that 
nothing  but  a. totally  new  modification  of  their 
prefcnt  fchemc  of  focicty,  can  infure  to  the  indi- 
viduals. 
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viduals,  and  to  the  (late  under  which  they  are 
protected,  the  advantages  that  a  reform  in  their 
political  fyftem  promifes  in  future  to  beftow. 

•  Confidering  that  the  time  we  had  now  been 
.abfent  from  the  veflels  had  been  of  fufficient 
length  to  accomplilh  the  feveral  fervices  I  had 
left  to  be  performed,  preparations  were  made  for 
our  return  to  Valparalfo;  and  after  expreffing 
our  moft  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the 
weighty  obligations  conferred  upon  us,  by  the 
unremitting  attention  to  our  prefent  comforts, 
^and  anxious  concern  for  our  future  welfare, 
which  on  every  occafion  had  been  exhibited  by 
liis  Excellency  the  Prcfident,  and  making  offer 
of  our  bcft  thanks  "for  the  friendly,  hofpitable, 
and  polite  entertainment  we  had  received  from 
-Other  individuals  during  our  ftay  in  the  capital, 
wc  took  our  leave,  and  proceeded  from  St.  Jago 
toward  Valparaifo.  The  fame  mode  of  convey- 
ance as  that  to  which  we  had  before  reforted,  was 
now  adopted  for  our  journey  back  to  the  fea 
coaft.  Neither  the  road  we  had  to  retrace,  nor 
the  country  ,on  either  fide  of  it,  prefented  any 
thing  in  the  courfc  of  our  travelling  worthy  of 
jemark,  that  I  have  not  fufficiently  noticed  on 
our  journey  to  St.  Jiigo,  excepting  that  the  load, 
which  from  the  loofencfs  of  the  materials  with 
which  it  is  formed,  had  fufFered,  as  I  fufpe^led 
it  would,  very  much  by  the  defcending  waters 

y  3  from 


SI 

'I 

vi 


<*  ''■ 


^^ 


nl% 


'  t 


,r(  ^n 


326  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [apRIL, 

from  the  mountains,  and  in  many  places  it  wai 
greatly  injured  by  the  rain  that  had  fallen  during 
our  refidence  at  St.  Jago ;  and  it  i^  much  *o  be 
feared,  unlefs  fome  means  can  be  adopted  for  its 
fecurity,  and  to  prevent  the  injurious  effects  of 
the  descending  torrents,  that  this  valuable  defign 
projected  by  Don  Ambrofio  will  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  be  defeated. 

On  our  arrival  at  Valparaifb  I  found  moft  of 
our  bufmefs  in  a  ftate  of  forwardnefs ;  the  main- 
maft  had  been  repaired  and  was  got  on  board, 
but  on  our  attempting  to  rig  the  main-yard,  on 
Thurfday  the  l6th,  it  was  found  to  be  rotten 
nearly  half  through  in  the  middle  of  it,  and  in 
this  ftatc  intirely  unfit  for  fervicc  ;  this  was  a 
mortification  I  did  dot  exped  to  have  met  with, 
and  as  there  was  no  poflibility  of  procuring  at 
this  place  a  fpar  of  fufficieqt  fize  to  replace  it, 
the  only  means  we  had  of  repairing  the  defcA 
■vyas  by  making  a  temporary  yard  out  of  a  fpare 
maintopmaft,  with  the  addition  of  the  yard  arms 
of  the  yard  which  was  decayed,  and  which  I  was 
extremely  forry  to  obferve  were  by  no  means  in 
a  perfedly  found  condition. 

Although  a  further    detention  at  Valparaifo 
was  now  unavoidable,  yet  that  was  not  the  only 
circumflancc   which  produced  me  concern  on 
this  occafion ;  for  this  additional  difafler  w  as  of 
fo  fcrious  a  nature,  that  when  I  came  to  reflect 
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on  the  dlfablcd  condition  ot*  our  main-maft,  and 
that  our  main-yard  would  be  in  three  pieces^  I 
was  under  the  cruel  necellity  of  giving  up  all 
further  thoughts  of  recommencing  our  furvey  of 
t  ic  coall  to  th<:  fouthward  of  the  iflands  of  Chiloe, 
and  to  determine  on  making  the  beft  of  our  way 
from  this  port  round  cape  Horn  to  St.  Helena. 
I  could  not,  however,  avoid  having  Ibme  appre- 
hcnfion  Icil  our  very  crippled  llatc  iliould  prove 
infufficicnt  to  prefer;  e  the  velFcl  amidft  the  boifr 
terous  fcas  we  had  to  encounter  in  this  pafTage, 
notwithiiandiug  that  every  precaution  within 
our  power  that  could  be  dcvifed  was  reforted  to, 
foj  the  purpofc  of  making  the  mall  and  yard  as 
fecure  as  poiriblc. 

The  regret  I  felt  in  being  thus  compelled  to 
abandon  the  examination  of  this  almoft  unknown, 
yet  intcrelling  part  of  the  coall,  is  pot  to  be  dcr 
fcribed  ;  lx;caufe  I  had  anxioufly  hoped  that  I 
ihould  have  been  cnablisdby  our  r^-rcquipment  at 
Valparaifo,  to  have  carried  mto  fitiedl  the  whole 
of  the  commiflion  which  his  Majelly  had  been 
pleafed  to  entruit  to  my  execution ;  but  under 
all  the  circumflanccs  of  both  the  veflels'  condi- 
tion, I  did  not  confidcr  myfelf  warranted  to  in- 
dulge my  inclinations  at  the  hazard  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  (hips  under  my  command,  and  at  the  riljk 
of  the  lives  of  fo  many  valuable  men,  who  had 
chcerfullv  endured  the  fatigues  of  our  former  fur- 
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vcy,  and  who,  after  fo  long  an  abfcnce  from  their 
native  country  were  intitled,  in  a  peculiar  man- 
ner, to  every  care  and  protection  that  were  in 
my  power,  for  the  purpofe  of  infuring  them  a 
fafe  return  to  their  families  and  friends. 

The  main-yard  was  fent  on  Ihore,  and  the 
carpenters  were  immediately  employed  upon  it; 
but  as  I  could  not  flatter  mvfelf  that  it  would  be 
in  a  ftate  fit  to  be  received  again  on  board  in  lefs 
than  eight  or  ten  days,  I  employed  this  interval 
in  examining  the  llores  and  provifions  with  which 
we  had  been  fupplied,  in  attending  to  the  repairs 
of  the  vcffels,  vifiting  the  obfervatory  on  fhore, 
and  making  fome  obfervations  on  the  harbour 
and  town  of  Valparaifb;  with  which,  and  the 
refult  of  the  aftronomical  and  nautical  obferva- 
tions made  during  pur  ftay,  1  lliall  conclude  this 
chapter. 

The  caulkers  were  yet  bufy  on  the  decks  and 
other  parts  of  the  Difcovery,  and  the  rigging  de- 
%.  manded  infinitely  more  repair  than  I  had  fup- 
pofed  it  would  have  required,  owing  to  the  very 
rotten  and  decayed  ilate  of  almoft  every  rope  on 
board.  In  thefe  effential  fervices  the  artificers 
were  4Conft^tly  engaged,  whilft  the  reft  of  the 
crew  ■v^ere  employed  in  procuring  a  full  fupply 
of  water,  and  fuch  a  ftock  of  flour  and  other 
provifions  as  I  confidered  would  be  neceflary 
until  wc  fliould  arrive  at  St.  Helena. 
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Ships  dcftlncd  to  the  port  of  Valparalfo,  fhould 
endeavour  during  the  fummer  months  to  make 
the  coaft  well  to  the  fouthward  of  the  bay,  in 
order  that  a  fair  wind  may  bfTinfured  for  enter- 
ing the  bay.     The  foutherly  winds,  which  in 
general  extend  from  Go  to  70  leagues  from  the 
coaft,  moftl)  prevail  until  the  month  of  May ; 
and  from  the  middle  of  that   month  during  all 
the  months  of  June,  July,  A  iguft,  and  Septem- 
ber, I   was  given  to  underftand  the  prevailing 
winds  were  from  the  north.     Thefe  winds  are 
commonly  attended  with  great  quantities  of  rain, 
and  very  foggy  weather,  but  they  do  not  often 
blow  with  much  violence.    As  foon  as  the  wind 
returns  to   the  fouthvvard  the  dry  feafon  com- 
mences, and  fo  it  contiiiues  with  little  variation 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year.     Thefc  winds, 
however,  frequently  blow  very  ftrong,  fo  as  to 
break  velicls  adrift,  though  well  fccured  by  an- 
chors  on  the  (liore,  near  to  the  town  of  Val- 
paralfo. Within  four  or  five  leagues  of  the  point 
of  Angels,  which   is  the  weftern  point  of  the 
bay,  is  a  low  rocky  point,  near  to  which  is  a  de- 
tached high  barren  rock  ;  thefe  points  lie  from 
each  other  S.  51    W.  and  N.  51  E.     To   the 
northward   of  the   above  low  rocky  point,   are 
fome  fcattered  rocks,  that  lie  about  two  miles 
from  the  point,  and  about  a  fourth  of  that  dif- 
diftance  from  the  fliore,  and  to  the  northward  of 
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thcfc  rocks  is  a  fandy  bay,  on  the  north  eaft-fidc 
of  which  is  a  houfe.     In  this  bay  I  was  led  to 
believe  that  anchorage  might  be  had,  though 
the  fituation    is  ofprtainly   very  much  expofcd. 
The  point  of  Angels,  (off  which  are  alfo  fomc 
rocks  lying  very  near  to  it,)  may  be  approached 
by  failing  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  league  fron^ 
the  (hore,  and  as  foon  as  the  point  is  pailcd  the 
townofValparaifo  is  inftantly  difcovered.  About 
fcven  miles  to  the  north-call;  from  this  point  is  a 
clufter  of  rocks  lying  at  fomc  diftance  from  the 
fhoTe,  on  which  the  fea  breaks  violently  ;  but 
we  had  no  opportunity  of  afccrtaining  their  fitu- 
ation with  any  degree  of  precifion.     The  bay  is 
about  four  miles  wide,  and  about  a  mile  deep ; 
apparently  free  from  any  fort  of  danger ;  but  as 
it  is  greatly  cxpofed  to  the  northerly  winds,  the 
trading  vedels  coiiftantly  moor  with  two  good 
anchors  and  cables  in  that  diredion,  and  with 
other  cables  faft  to  anchors  on  fhore,  in  five  or 
fix  fathoms  water,  foft  fandy  bottom,  near  to  the 
cuftom-houfc  ;  by  w  hich  means  it  is  expedcd 
that  the  officers  of  the  revenue  may  be  enabled 
to  prevent  any  contraband  trade,  by  vigilantly 
attending  to  their  duty  in  the  day  time,  and  by 
a  rowing  guard  during  the  night.     The  depth 
of  the  water  gradually  incrcafes  with  the  diftance 
from  the  Ihorc  to  35  fathoms,  and  the  bottom 
becomes  more  tenacious.     !n  the  depth  of  fif- 
teen 
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tccn  Idthoms,  in  which  we  took  our  ft:;tiO'.i,  it 
was  a  very  ftitF  clay.  Here  wc  moored  a  cable 
each  way  to  the  northward  and  to  the  fouthward, 
the  point  of  Angels  bearing  by  compafs  N.  35  W., 
the  fort  in  the  town  N.  SOW.,  the  redoubt  on 
the  hills  S.  5  E.,  the  church  at  Almandrcl  S.05  E., 
the  eaft  fort  N.  83  E.,  the  eaft  point  of  the  bay 
N.  57  E.,  and  the  ncarell  Ihorc  S.  7  W.,  a  ca- 
ble's length  diftant. 

On  the  top  of  a  hill,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
bay,  is  an  open  or  barbct  battery,  lately  ere<5led 
with  ftone  and  brick,  and  capable  of  mounting 
ten  guns ;  this  battery  commands  all  that  fide  of 
the  bay,  the  beach,  and  the  village  of  Almandrcl. 
On  the  fummit  of  another  hill  is  a  ftone  redoubt, 
of  a  circular  form,  with  eleven  embrafures ;  thefc 
command  the  beach  and  villaG:e  of  Almandrcl  to 
the  eallward,  the  bay  to  the  northward,  and  the 
town  and  harbour  of  V^alparaifo   to  the  north- 
vxcftvvard.     Although  this  fortification  was  in  a 
molt  ncglc(5lcd  and  ruinous  condition,  we  were 
given  to  underlland,  that  the  principal  magazine 
was  inclofcd  within  its  ruins.     The  largeft  and 
moll:  confidcrable  fortification  is  in  the  middle  of 
the  town,  within  which  is  the  refidence  of  the 
governor.     It  is  fituatcd  on  a  fmall  eminence, 
one  fide  of  whicli  is  open  to  the  fca,  and  is  fepa- 
ratcd  from  it  (jnly  by  a  very  narrow  pafs.     The 
height  of  the  lower  wall,  which  is  ftrong,  and 
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well  built  with  mafonry,  is  about  fifteen  feet  to 
the  embrafures  ;  of  which,  there  arc  fix  that  front 
the  fea,  two  face  the  ftrect  to  the  eallward,  and 
two  look  into  the  market-place  to  the  weftward. 
The  upper  part  of  the  hill  is  furrounded  by  ano- 
ther ftrong  ftone  wall,  about  ten  feet  in  height, 
and  half  way  up  the  hill ;  a  third  wall  crofi^es  it, 
which  (hews  three  embrafiircs  to  the  fea,  imme- 
diately over  the  fort,  and  the  governor's  houfe 
below.    At  the  place  where  this  wall  terminates, 
which  is  near  the  fummit  of  the  eminence,  the 
fide  of  the  hill  falls  perpendicularly  down  into  a 
deep  gully,  by  which  the  fort  is  encompafi!ed,  and 
which  might  be  the  means  of  rendering  this  for- 
tification unafiailable,  and  a  place   that   might 
long  be  maintained,  were  it  not  for  other  hills 
within  mufkct-lhot,  which  command  every  part 
of  it.     The  fpace  inclofed  by  the  lower  wall  is 
about  four  hundred  yards  in  length,  and  in  fomc 
places  about  one  hundred  in  breadth  ;  here  are 
the  barracks  for  the  troops,  and  at  the  upper  end 
is  a  building,  in  which  a  court  is  held,  for  the 
regulation  of  the  police  of  the  town.   A  door,  in 
that  fide  of  the  wail  which  faces  the   market- 
place, is  the  only  entrance,  and  leads  by  a  wind- 
ing fiiair-cafc  to  different  parts  of  the  fortification. 
There  is  one  (  •^her  fortification,  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  fort,  fituatcd  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
bay,  at  the  foot  of  a  high  hill,  and  but  little  ele- 
vated 
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vated  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  This  fliews  a 
face  of  five  embrafures  to  the  call,  and  in  that  ' 
diredlion  commands  the  weft  fide  of  the  bay  ; 
three  embrafurec  t-^  the  northward  arc  fo  difpofed, 
as  to  be  able  to  open  upon  any  veflcl  the  inftant 
fhe  paiTcs  round  the  point  of  Angels ;  whilft  two 
others  to  the  fouthward,  command  the  fliips  ly- 
ing in  the  harbour  or  the  bay.  We  computed 
that  thefe  feveral  places  contained  about  feventy 
pieces  of  cannon,  many  of  which  were  without 
proper  carriages,  and  fome  were  lying  difmounted 
under  the  walls  of  the  lower  battery  in  the  town# 

From  the  weftcrn  fort  fome  rocks  extend  into 
the  bay,  and  the  bottom  is  too  foul  for  veiTels  of 
any  force  to  anchor  nearer  to  this  fortification 
than  about  four  hundred  yards ;  but  they  may 
approach  and  anchor  in  a  very  eligible  fituation, 
within  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the 
garrifon  or  principal  fortrefs;  and  neither  of  thefe 
places,  in  their  prcfent  fituation,  would  be  able 
to  refift  a  well  dircdcd  fire  even  from  two  or 
three  frigates.  ■ 

It  appeared  to  us  to  be  very  extraordinary,  that, 
under  the  cxlfting  circumftances  of  Europe,  and 
during  a  war  between  Spain  and  France,  the 
fortifications  at  Valparalfo  Ihould  remain  in  fuch 
a  negleded,  ruinous,  and  dcfencclcfs  ftate,  and 
that  no  meafurcs  Ihould  either  be  rclbrtcd  to,  or 
appear  to  be  in  contemplation,  for  putting  them 
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into  a  rinorc  refpcdlable  condition  :  efpecially  as 
it  Is  from  this  port  that  the  kingdom  of  Peru 
principally  depends  for  its  fupply  of  grjiin  ;  in 
return  for  which  fugar,  tobacco,  indigo,  and  fpi- 
rits,  arc  imported  into  Valparailb.  Tar  we  found 
not  only  to  be  a  very  fcarce  but  dear  article,  as 
the  expcnce  of  the  quantity  which  was  ncceffary 
for  our  new  cables,  was  nearly  equal  to  that  of 
the  workmanfhip  and  raw  material  of  which 
they  were  compofed. 

The  houfes  in  Valparaifo,  on  account  of  the 
earthquakes  which  frequently  happen  in  South 
America,  like  thofe  at  St.  Jago,  confifl  of  the 
ground  floor  only ;  the  walls  arc  built  with  mud> 
and  plaftcrcd  over  with  a  preparation  of  lime ; 
they  are  convenient,  well  adapted  to  the  climate, 
and  are  in  general  handfomcly  furniflicd.  In  the 
town  and  in  the  village  of  Almandrel  there  arc 
fix  churches,  within  the  dioccfe  of  the  archbilhop 
of  St.  Jago,  but  under  the  diredion  of  a  vicar, 
who  refidcs  at  Valparaifo,  and  is  amenable  for 
his  condu(^t  to  the  archbifliop.  The  town  and 
its  neighbourhood  arc  under  the  jurifdidlion  of 
the  governor,  who  receives  his  appointment,  with 
a  falary  otfour  thoufand  dollars  per  annum,  from 
the  kinp;  of  Spain  ;  but  he  is  nevcrthelefs  under 
the  immediate  orders  and  controul  of  the  Cap- 
tLiin-(jcncr:il.  All  civil  and  military  caufci  arc 
heard  at  St.  J'd'JK     Capital  ctrviiccs  are  fcldom 
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committed ;  a  man  was  found  guilty  on  a  charge 
of  felony,  and  hanged  about  three  years  before 
our  arrival,  a  punifhment  that,  we  underftood, 
was  feldom  known  to  be  inflidled. 

I  could  not  afcertain  what  were  the  revenues 
of  the  king  of  Spain  on  the  expoits  and  imports 
at  Valparaifo,  the  collection  of  which  is  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  governor's  bufniefs :  nor  was 
I  able  to  fatisfy  myfelf  as  to  the  amount  of  dol- 
lars which  are  annually  fent  from  this  port  to 
Old  Spain,  but  1  had  reafon  to  believe  it  was  not 
lefs  than  one  million  and  an  half.  The  quantity 
of  gold  and  filver  coined  into  money  at  Mexico 
is  prodigious  ;  I  obtained  an  account  of  the  coin- 
age there,  from  the  ift  of  January  to  the  31  ft  of 
"December,  1  7Q3,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the 
::wLal  amount  was  as  under : 

In  gold.  In  filver.  Totcl. 

pefos,  or  hard  dollars,  pcf^s,  pefos, 

88-1,262.  23,428,080.     24,312,9-42. 

This,  liowcver,  was  the  greateft  quantity  offpe- 
cic  ever  known  in  one  year  to  have  been  coined 
in  the  money-houfe  at  Mexico. 

In  anfwer  to  a  letter,  which  by  the  dcfire  ot 
Sen*"  Don  Ambrolio  I  liad  written  to  him,  ac- 
quainting him  with  our  fafe  return  to  Valparaifo, 
he  had  the  goodncfs  to  cxprcfi  the  n\oi\  ferions 
concern  for  the  decayed  llatc  in  whijli  I  had  the 
misfortune  to  fmd  our  main-yard;  ami  in  a  let- 
ter 
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ter  to  Governor  Alava,  he  dired;ed  him  to  ufe  his 
utmoft  endeavours  to  fupply  us  with  a  new  one, 
by  fearching  amongft  the  traders  in  the  port ; 
and  Hating  that  he  had  undcrftood  from  the  (hip 
Mercury,  a  main-yard  for  the  Difcovery  might 
be  procured.  Although  we  could  not  on  this 
occafion  avail  ourfelves  of  the  Prefident's  kind 
attention,  yet  thefe  letters  breathed  not  only  fb 
much  friendlincfs  and  anxiety  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  our  little  community,  but  exhibited  fuch 
earneft  folicitude  for  the  fafe  return  of  our  expe- 
dition to  Europe,  left  the  important  information 
we  had  to  communicate  fhould  be  loft  to  the  world, 
that  I  cannot  refift  noticing  this  circumftance 
as  an  additional  proof  of  the  goodncfs  and  magna- 
nimity of  his  Excellency  the  Prcfident  of  Chili. 

The  wind,  which  had  been  generally  in  the 
fouthern  quarter,  blowing  gently,  and  ftibfiding 
into  a  cairn  towards  the  evening  of  Thurfday  the 
23d,  changed  to  the  north,  and  was  accompanied 
by  a  very  heavy  rain,  that  continued  with  little 
intermiliion  all  the  following  day,  Friday  the 
24th.  After  the  rain  ceafed,  the  weather  was 
cloudy  and  unplcaiant  until  Saturday  the  25th, 
when  the  wind  returned  to  the  S.  S.  W.  with 
fair  and  moderate  weather,  notwlthftanding 
which  the  Chatham's  fmall  bower  cable,  in 
confequence  of  its  being  completely  worn  out, 
broke,  which   obliged  Mr.  Pui^ct  to  warp  the 
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vcflTcl  nearer  in  fhore,  and  to  moor  to  an  anchor 
on  the  beach  ;  after  which  the  anchor,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  cable,  w^as  recovered.  On  the 
Monday  following,  (the  27th)  the  carpenters 
finlrtied  the  main  yard,  and  it  was  got  on  board 
and  rigged,  the  caulkers  had  nearly  finilhed  their 
hufniefs  ;  and,  as  I  was  very  anxious  to  take  our 
departure,  I  gave  orders  for  the  obfervatory  aiid 
inilruments  to  be  received  on  board,  and  the  vcf- 
fels  to  be  made  ready  for  proceeding  to  fea  the 
firft  favourable  opportunity.  It  was  not,  howevdr, 
until  Tuefday  the  5th  of  May,  that  we  had  fuffi* 
cient  wind  to  encourage  us  to  unmoor,  which 
was  done  about  fix  in  the  morning,  with  a  light 
breeze  of  wind  from  the  fouth ;  but  this  foon 
dying  away,  we  returned  nearly  to  the  place  from 
whence  we  had  come.  On  a  fre(h  breeze  fpringi- 
ing  up,  about  noon  the  next  day,  from  the  ibutli 
and  S.  by  W.,  we  unmoored,  and  after  faluting 
the  fort  with  thirteen  guns,  (which  were  equally 
returned)  and  taking  our  leave  of  Governor 
Akiva,  and  the  reft  of  our  very  holpitable  friends 
at  Valparaifo,  we  made  fail  from  the  port,  in 
company  with  the  Chatham  and  a  Spanifli  brig 
and  fchooner.      •     \  •      ■  ■  »'/v  •  -    •     '^ 

The  trade  of  this  porv;  is  carried  on  in  Ihips 
from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  feven  hundred 
tons  burthen  ;  in  which  is  annually  exported  to 
Lima  about  liftcen  thoufand  tons  of  wheat  and 
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wheat- flour,  large  quantities  of  fmall  cordage, 
dried  fait  filli,  and  apples,  pears,  and  peaches,  in 
great  abundance.  All  goods  imported  are  landed 
on  a  foft  Tandy  bank  lying  before  the  cuftom- 
houfc,  and  from  thence  carried  into  the  warc- 
houfcs,  or  removed  to  diftant  parts  of  the  coun- 
try on  the  backs  of  mules  ;  by  which  conveyance 
the  articles  for  exportation  arc  in  like  manner 
brought  down  to  the  ihorc.  Moft  kinds  of  vc- 
gctablcs,  and  a  great  variety  of  fruits,  as  well 
thofe  of  the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  as  thofe 
common  in  the  tropical  countries,  were  here  pro- 
cured in  great  plenty,  were  all  excellent  of  their 
kinds,  and  were  very  cheap:  the  water  was 
extremely  good,  though  the  mode  of  obtaining 
it  was  fomcwhat  tedious,  as  we  were  obliged  to 
fill  our  caiks  from  pipes  of  a  fmall  bore,  through 
which  it  was  conduced  from  the  refervoir  in  the 
market-place  down  to  the  water-fide.  Although 
there  was  no  perceptible  current  in  the  bay,  the 
rife  and  fall  of  the  tide  was  evidently  about  three 
feet.     ji\ji^ji  f.'.i  "-,  »    .;..     -1,  '  ■,  »■ 
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-i'-r,  -A/it'onomiCal  aihJ  Nimt'ical  Ohfervaiioris. 

On  the  2;th  of  March,  1795,  Kendall's  chro- 
nometer, according  to  the  lad:  rate,  lliewed  the 
,lor>gitudc  to  be  —    ,..;:;;    287°4G'50" 

j;  Arnold's  No.  H,     ,  .;    **«?  ,  :      287  53  35- 
5n/     t)ittp         i;0,     ;f  ,,  ,>^       '280   30  50 
<.iijii'  M  The 
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The  true  longitude,  as  afcertained  at  the  ob- 
fcrvatory,  by  39  fets  of  luna*  dillances,  was 
288"  28'  52''. 

By  which  it  appears,  that  Kendall's  chrono- 
meter was  42'  2";  Arnold's  No.  14,  35'  17";  and 
Arnold's  No.  17O,  1°58'  2"  to  the  weft  ward  ot 
true  longitude.      ■ 

By  equa)  alt'*    "cs,  taken  on  the  26th  of  April, 

1795,  Kcw  ...ill's   .   ronometer  was*  Ajund  to  be 

faft  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich,  on  that  day  at 

noon,  —  —  10^^59' 23"  13'" 

And  to   be   gaining  on  mean 

time,  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  29  34 

Arnold's  No.  1 4,  faft  of  mean 

time,  at  Greenwich,  ditto         0  15   10  15 
And  to  be   gaining  on   mean 

time,  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  25   10 

Arnold's  No.  1 7O,  faft  of  mean 

time  at  Greenwich,  ditto        13  28  33   15 
And  to  be  gaining  on  mean 

time,  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  58  57 

The  latitude  of  the  obferva- 
tory,  by  twelve  meridional 
altitudes  of  the  fun  was  found 
tv  be  —  33°  1'  30" 

The  variation,  by  two  different  compafles,  and 
by  fix  fcts  of  obfervations  on  each,  1 4°  49'  eaft- 
watdly.- 
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The  vertical  inclination  o(  the  magnetic  nee- 
dle :      ,.,,:j,ino    ';(;':■;     ;■;       '^r    *;>      u    .yl-'iM'^      . 

Marked  end  North,  face  Eaft,       44°  57' 
.,  -       Ditto,        ditto,  Weft,     44   40 

;;  ,       Ditto,       South,  faceEaft,       43    45 
A  Ditto,        ditto,  Weft,     43    40 

Mean  inclination  of  the  marine  dip- 
.;        ping  needle,     ,  ,      r^,    ,         ..  44    15 
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Quit  Valparalfo — Proceed  to  the  Soufhward — Pijjs 
to  the  South  of  Cape  Horn — Ujelef;  Search  for  th, 
I/la  Grande — Part  Qompanywiih  the  Cliatham — 
Arrive  at  St.  Helena — Join  the  Chatham  there — 
heav-e  St,  Helena^ — Capture  the  Macajliar  Dutch 
Kajl  Indiaman — Proceed  to  the  Northnjoard — 
D'l/cover  a  Number  of  Vcjfeh  under  Convoy  of 
his  Majejlys  Ship  Sceptre — Join  the  Convoy,  and 
proceed  with  it  to  the  Shannon — Difcovery  pro- 
ceeds from  thence  to  the  River  Thames. — Ajiro^ 
nomical  and  Nautical  Obfervations, 


',1.)     Xi 


HAVING  appointed  with  Mr.  Puget  our 
next  rendezvous  to  be  at  St.  Helena,  with 
a  frefh  breeze  varying  between  S.  S.  W.  and 
S.  by  E.  we  left  the  bay  of  Valparaifo,  Thurfday 
the  7th,  and  pafled  the  point  of  Angels,  fteering 
to  the  W.  S.  W.  The  weather  was  clear  and 
pleafant,  yet  a  heavy  fwcll  from  the  S.  S.  W.  in- 
dicated very  boifterous  weather  in  that  quarter ; 
the  wind,  however,  continued  to  blow  a  gentle 
gale  from  the  fbuth-weftern  quarter,  with  vrhich 
we  made  confiderable  progrefs.  From  the  ex- 
tremely worn-out  Hate  of  our  fails,  the  foretop- 
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maft  ftayfail  fplit,  and  on  a  furvey  of  our  other 
fails  and  cables,  we  were  under  the  neceflity  of 
condemning  a  beft  bower  cable,  a  foretopfail,  and 
maintopmaft  ftayfail,  which  were  unbent,  and 
replaced  by  others  that  could  fcarcely  be  con- 
fidered  to  be  in  a  much  more  ferviceable  con- 
dition. '         ■  <■  '\  >     .    , 

The  obfcrved  latitude,  on  Saturday  the  Qth, 
was  found  to  be  33°  2l'  fouth,  the  longitude, 
by  Arnold's  chronometer,  No.  14,  282®  5';  by 
No.  1  ;0,  282®  30'  30" ;  by  Kendall's,  282°  0'  45'' ; 
and  by  the  dead  reckoning  282""  25'  ;  the  varia- 
tion of  the  compafs  13''  15'  eallwardly.  The 
wind  veered  for  a  few  hours  to  the  north-weft, 
and  blew  a  frcfh  gale,  with  which  wc  dircded 
our  courfe  towards  the  S.  S.  E.  until  it  returned 
to  its  former  fouth-weftern  quarter,  when 
we  fhould  have  been  able  to  have  made  great 
progrcfs  to  the  fouth  ward,  had  we  not  been 
repeatedly  under  the  neceflity  of  fhortening  fail 
for  the  Chatham,  which  was  far  a-llern.  Some 
petrels,  and  fix  or  eight  pintados,  were  feen  about 
the  Ihip  on  Tuefday  the  12th,  and  two  day? 
afterwards  fcveral  large  albatrolles  were  oblcrvcd 
at  no  great  diftancc.  The  weather  continued  to 
be  pleafant  until  Tuefday  the  Hjth,  when  the 
wind  changed  to  the  north-weft,  and  was  at- 
tended by  very  thick  difagreeablc  fqually  weather. 
Our  courfe  was  asain  dircdcd  to  the  S.  S.  E. ; 
...  and 
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and  it  gave  mc  concern  that  we  were  not  able 
to  avail  ourfclves  of  this  favourable  vvind,  without 
rifking  a  reparation  from  the  Chatham;  for, 
notwithftanding  the  additional  quantity  of  ballaft 
which  flie  had  taken  on  board  at  Valparaifo,  flic 
did  not  appear  to  be  improved  in  her  fliiling: 
about  noon  her  fignal  was  made  with  a  gun  to 
make  more  fail.  The  wind  increafed  from  the 
weft  and  north-weft,  accompanied  by  very  heavy 
fqualls  of  hail  and  rain;  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night  falfe  fires  were  burnt,  to  denote  our  fitua- 
tion  to  our  confort,  and  on  the  next  forenoon, 
Wednefday  the  20th,  her  fignal  was  again  re- 
peated to  make  more  fail ;  but  as  we  ftill  kept 
incrcafmg  our  diftance  from  her,  about  noon  I 
ordered  the  mainfail  to  be  hauled  up,  and  a  reef 
taken  in  each  of  the  topfliils.  At  this  time,  in 
latitude  50®  5o'  fouth;  longitude,  by  Arnold's 
No.  11,  280"  33'  45";  by  No.  1  ;6,  281°  32'  30"; 
by  Kendall's  chronometer  280*^  25'  3o" ;  and 
by  the  dead  reckoning  28 1'*  11';  the  variation 
of  the  compafs  was  obfcrved  to  be  I7°eaft- 
wardly  ;  and  cape  Noir  to  bear  by  compafs,  ac« 
cording  to  the  Spanilh  charts,  S.  42  E.  diftant 
100  leagues,  but,  by  our  calculations,  it  bore  by 
compafs  S.  40  E.  and  was  at  the  diftance  of  107 
leagues. 

As  we  proceeded  to  the  fouthward  the  weather 
gradually  changed  for  the  worfc,  and  the  wind, 

Z  4  which, 


i  Ji 


i  ^ 


i\ 


m^m^j,  ♦-<•-•*.■***«»—<";" 


■•■'■y.A' 


t 


'  * 

ill 


■li/ 


h  I 


!r^l 


\\ 


344  A  VOYAGK  OV  DXbCOVtnY  [mAY, 

whleh,  with  little  interruption,  had  hitherto  been 
agreeable  to  our  wilhes,  now,  became  turbulent, 
and  blew  at  times  in  v^ry  heavy  fqualls  ;  in  one 
of  thefc,  about  three  o'clock  on  Fric'  .y  afternoon, 
the  22nd,  we  carried  away  the  maintopfail  Iheet: 
this  obliged  us  to  take  iti  the  (iiil  ;  on  the  gale 
increafing  the  forctopfail  was  furled  ;  and,  fearful 
of  any  fcrious  accident,  either  to  our  main-yard 
or  mall,   I  diredled   the  mainfail  to  be  taken  in, 
and  the  topgallant  yards  and  mafts  to  be  ftruck, 
in  order  that  the   weak   parts  might  be  {trained 
a^  little  as  could  be  helped  ;  about  an  hour  after- 
wards,  the  (larboard    bumkirj   vyas  alfo  carried 
away,  arid  the  wind  at  W.  S.  W,  continued  to 
blow  with  great  violence  until  midnight,  when 
it  became  fomewhat   more   moderate,  and  we 
"yvcre  enabled  to  fet  the  mainfail  and  ftorm  Hay*? 
fail.;     Falfe  fires  were  burnt  during  the  night  as 
fignals   to  the    Chatham.      Towards  the   next 
morning,  Saturday  the  23d,  after  lowering  the 
topfails,  and  hauling  up  the  mainfail,  in  a  heavy 
fquall   of  wind   an4   hail,    ^vc   wore  the   Ihip, 
to   wait  for  pur  confort.     In  the  afternoon,  al- 
though the  wind  continued  nearly  from  the  fame 
quarter,  the  weather  became  more  moderate,  and 
we  were  able  to  get  up  our  topgallant  yards  and 
mails,  and  to  make  the  bcft  of  our  way  toward^s 
the  fouth,  dircding  our  courfe  as  much  to  the 
eailwaid  as  the  variation  of  the  wind  would  pcr- 
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niit.     This  favourable  change,  hovvc\er,  was  not 
of  long  duratit)!! ;  jor,  in  the  altcrnoon  of  Mon- 
day the  I'.Oth,  on   the  wind  veering  to  the  weft 
and  nortli-wcft,  wc  wereobH-jed  to  clofc-reef  the 
fore   and  maintopfails,   and    take  in  the  mi/en- 
topfaih     The  gide  continued  to  incrcafc  with  fo 
much  violence,  that,  by  feven  o'clock  on  Tuef- 
day  morning  the  LMith,  wc  were  under  the  nc- 
ccirity  of  handing;  our   topfails,  and  ct-ttin;:;  the 
topgallant  yards  and  malts  down  upon  deck,  to 
relieve  the  malls,  and  to  make  the   iliip  as  invg 
as  poliible.     The  obfervcd  latitude  at  non  was 
CO"  4'  fouth  ;  by  Arnold's  chronomctjr  No.  14, 
the  longitude  appeared  to  be  l.'8'>'  .'>'2'  30 ';   by 
No.  170,  281)^  55'  ;   by  Kcndairs,  285"  32'  ?.-'; 
^nd  by  the  dead  reckoning  28(3°  3 3'.     Accc  rdiiig 
to  oblervati<nis   which  had  been  procured  in  the 
two  preceding  days,  it  appeared,  that  the  dead 
rcckonin<j   had  erred   thirteen  miles  in  lat'tudc, 
and  twenty-five    miles   in    longitude,    the   Ihip 
havinT   bc<  n   let   fo  far  to   the  north-caftward. 
The  wind  continued  to  blow  very  hard,  varying 
between  W.  S.  W.  iind  W.  N.  ^^^.  until  towards 
the  evening,    when   it  altered  lo   ll^e  call,  and 
E.  S.  K.   brought  with   it  a  very  heavy  fall  ot* 
fnovv,   and  blew  lo  violently;,   that   our  w'cathcr 
maintoplail   Ihcct  gave   way,    and  obliged  us  to 
take  in  the  fail.     About   fix  o'clock   the    next 
nKuninc:,  Wcdncfday  the  27th,  the  wind  acain 
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changed  to  the  S.  W.  and  the  weather  became 
fufHciently  moderate  and  clear  to  get  up  the 
topgallant  yarda  and  mafts,  and  to  let  our  reefed 
topfails.  Notwithftanding  that  at  this  time  there 
"was  no  great  prelTiirc  on  any  part  of  the  rigging, 
fo  extremely  rotten  and  decayed  w  ere  our  prin- 
cipal ropes  and  fails,  that  our  ftarboard  maintop- 
fail  iheet  broke,  the  gib-boom  fnapped  (hort  off 
about  the  middle,  and  the  wind  fplit  the  mizen- 
topfail.  Juft  before  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
an  ifland  was  feen  bearing  by  compafs  N.  1 5  W. 
which  at  firft  wc  fuppofed  to  be  Diego  Ilamircz; 
but  as  that  is  rcprcfented  by  former  navigators  to 
be  a  fmglc  ifland  in  the  latitude  of  5f)°  38'  fouth, 
longitude  291°  3-1'  ;  as  the  land  in  fight  foon  put 
on  the  appearance  of  being  much  broken  ;  as  wc 
had  fbundinsis  about  two  in  the  afternoon  at  the 
diftance  of  three  leagues  in  the  depth  of  eighty 
fathoms,  in  the  latitude  of  50°  28'  fbuth,  longi- 
tude 2<jl"  23';  jmd  as  captain  Cook  had  paffcd 
between  the  i (lands  of  St.  Ildefonfo  and  Ticrra 
del  Fucgo,  in  the  latitude  oi'  55°  53'  fouth,  lon- 
giiude  2yo^  kj' ;  I  had  every  rcafon  to  believe 
that  wc  had  been  miftaken,  ^nd  that  the  land  we 
had  feen  at  nine  o'clock  was  St.  Ildefonfo's  iflcs, 
which  at  this  time  bore  by  compafs  W.  S.  W. 
the  wind  was  lefs  builkrous  on  the  fuccceding 
day,  Thurfday  the  28th,  but  the  weather  con- 
tinued  to  be   unplcafant,   being  very  dark  and 
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a;]oomy,  with  frequent  heavy  ihowers  of  fnow. 
About  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  in  a  fquallofhail, 
rain,  and  fnow,  the  maintopfail  was  fplit  and 
was  replaced  by  another,  which  although  whole 
and  the  beft  wc  had,  was  in  a  very  unfcrviccable 
condition. 

Notwithftanding  the  fnow  continued  to  fall  fo 
very  heavily  that  no  obfcrvation  for  the  latitude 
could  be  procured,  yet  by  four  double  altitudes 
of  the  fun  taken  by  two  pcrfons  with  different 
inftruments,  the  latitude  was  found  to  be  5t>°  5  7' ; 
the  longitude  carried  on  by  the  dead  reckoning, 
and  corrected  by  Arnold's  chronometer  No.  ]4, 
appeared  to  be  203°  oQ',  and  the  variation  of  the 
compafs  23"  caftwardly. 

Confidering  that  we  were  now  futficiently  ad- 
vanced to  the  fouthward  to  avoid  any  inconve- 
nience or  interruption  from  the  illands  which  lie 
off  cape   Horn,   I  determined  to  fhapc  fuch  a 
courfe  to  the  north-eaftward,  as  we  proceeded  in 
our  route  to  St.  Helena,  as  might  afford  me  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  and  determining  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  Ifla  Grande,  the  fouthern  point  of 
which  is  flatcd  to  be  in  latitude  45°  30'',  longi- 
tude  313"  2(/.     On  Friday  the  30th   we  were 
again  vilited  by  ftrong  gales  and  heavy  fqualls  of 
wind  from  the  weft  and  north-weftern  points, 
which  frequently  reduced  us  to  our  courfes ;  as 
^vc  proceeded  toward:^  the  north-caft,  the  latitude 
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by  an  indifferent  obfervation  appeared  to  be  .'55** 
us',  and  the  longitude  at  noon  brought  forward 
by  Arnold's  chronometer  No.  1 4,  was  according 
to  the  dead  reckoning  290°  Q\         '  '" — 

On  Monday  the  lit  of  June,  about  fix  in  the 
morning,  I  ordered  the  foretopfail  to  be  taken  in, 
for  the  purpofe  of  allowing  the  Chatham  to  come 
up  with  us,  as  llie  was  at  this  time  far  allcrn. 
At  day-li<-^,ht  the  next  morning,  Tuefday  the  2d, 
ilie  was  in  fight  from  the  main  top,  but  not  from 
the  deck.  •  '   -''    ••■"^^  •   '■■•'■>   ■■'■'     ■    ■ 

Our  latitude  on  Thurfday  the  4th,  by  the 
dead  reckoning  fincc  the  preceding  day  being 
40''  1  r/,  and  the  longitude  brought  forward  by 
Arnold's  chronometer  No.  14,  Slops',  it  was 
reafonable  to  conclude,  as  we  had  a  frelh  breeze 
from  the  wcli  and  fouth-well,  that  we  were  ap- 
proaching very  rapidly  towards  Ifla  Grande  ;  and 
as  I  was  very  folicitous  to  examine  the  fpace  al- 
lotted to  this  idand,  I  continued  our  courfe  to  the 
northuard,  thar  we  might  fall  into  its  parallel 
fomc  Icagurs  to  the  weftward  of  the  fpot  affigncd 
to  it ;  but  in  the  afternoon  we  were  again  vifited 
V»y  a  very  tiirious  ftorm  at  firft  from  the  N.  W. 
hut  k/.'>n  jdtcrwards  from  the  S.  W.  which 
obliged  u-  to  ftcer  to  the  eaftward,  under  the 
foirlail  and  clofc- reefed  maintopfail  on  the  cap, 
\n  Oilier  that  we  might  keep  a-head  of  the  fea 
which  ran  riiccli-ivclv  hid),  and  broke  with  jirreat 
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violence.  Under  this  reduced  canvas,  we  out- 
failed  the  Chatham  fo  much  as  to  lofe  fight  of 
her.  The  fouth-weft  gale  continued  to  blow- 
very  hard  until  the  morning  of  Friday  the  .'ith, 
when  it  moderated,  and  was  attended  by  clear, 
though  feverely  cold  weather.  We  now  flood  to 
the  northward,  and  had  the  pleafure  of  rejoining 
the  Chatham.  At  noon  our  obfervcd  latitude 
was  4.'5«  30',  longitude  312'  55' ;  in  this  fituation 
I  eftecmed  it  to  be  a  very  fortunate  circumftancc 
that  the  weather  was  fine,  and  that  the  horizon 
was  remarkably  clear  in  all  dire<^ions,  excepting 
between  the  N.  W.  and  N.  N.  E.;  fothat  had 
any  land  been  above  our  horizon  within  the  dif- 
flancc  of  from  ten  to  twenty  leagues,  it  could  not 
poffibly  have  efcaped  our  notice.  Between  the 
limits  above-mentioned,  which  were  occupied  by 
a  haze,  we  could  al fo  have  difcerned  land  at  the 
diflanceof  five  or  fix  leagues,  and  as  it  was  in 
this  diredion  that  we  were  fleering,  we  mufl 
have  fallen  in  with  it  had  any  land  there  exifled. 
From  noon  our  courfc  was  directed  about  N.  by 
E.  which  by  eight  in  the  evening  brought  us  to 
the  latitude  of  45°  4',  longitude  313°  3'.  The 
weather  continued  to  be  tolerably  clear  until  the 
clofe  of  the  day,  but  no  land  was  within  our  view, 
nor  had  wc  the  leaft  reafon,  from  any  of  the 
ufual  indications,  to  fuppofc  ourfclves  in  its  vici- 
nity, 
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nity,  excepting  from  the  numbers  of  birds  that 
were  about  the  fl:ip.      -  -  - 

According  to  Mr.  Arrowfmith's  comprchenfivc 
chart,  (in  which  the  Ilia  Grande  is  placed  agree- 
ably  to  the  afligncd  fituation  of  it  by  Mr.  Dai- 
ry mplc,)  the  track  of  Dr.  Halley  is  laid  down 
about  a  degree  to  the  weftward  of  our  path,  croj[^ 
iing  the  fame  parallel  in  the  longitude  of  about 
311°  55';  from  which  circumftance  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  thofe  on  board  that  veiTel  faw  a  con- 
fidcrable  diflancc  to  the  weftward  of  them. 
Since  therefore  we  met  with  no  drift  wood,  nof 
ether  circumftance  to  indicate  our  vicinity  to 
knd ;  (and  had  any  been  near  to  us  in  a  wcft- 
wardly  dircdlion,  fuch  indications  moft  likely 
would,  from  the  generally  prevailing  winds,  have 
been  prcfcnted  to  us),  I  was  led  to  conclude,, 
that  if  M.  La  Roche  did  difcovcr  any  ifland 
under  the  parallel  of  -15°  fouth,  that  fuch  land 
muft  have  been  to  the  caftward  of  our  track. 
Under  this  perfuafion,  about  eight  in  the  even- 
ing, as  the  weather  haa  the  appearance  of  being 
fine,  and  the  wind  moderate,  I  ftcercd  a  more 
eaftwardly  courfe,  with  an  intention,  fhould  the 
winds  prove  favorable,  to  continue  about  this 
parallel  until  we  fhould  pafs  the  meridian  of 
South  Georgia;  from  the  fhores  of  which  ifland, 
it  is  with  great  rcafon  fuppofed,  La  Roche  fteered 
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to  the  north,  and  in  that  route  fell  in  with  Ifla 
Grande.  It  is  therefore  moft  likely,  that  if  any 
fuch  land  has  exiftcnce,  it  will  be  found  not  very 
far  remote  from  the  fituation  affigned  to  it  by 
Captain  Cook ;  a  fad  I  was  very  defirous  o£v 
eftabl  idling. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  0th,   although  the 
weather  was  gloomy,  with   the  wind  from  the 
north,  yet  it  admitted  of  our  feeing  diftindtly  all 
around  us  for  feveral   leagues ;   vvc  continued  to 
ftand  to  the  caftward  until  four  in  the  afternoon, 
when  in  latitude  45"  0'  fouth,  longitude  314"  50^ 
the  atmofphcre  was  fufficiently  clear  to  have  fcen 
any  land  above  our  horizon  at  the  diftance  of  fix 
or  eight  leagues,  but  nothing  of  the  kind  was 
within  the  limits  of  our  view%     The  wind  now 
veered  to  the  N.  E.  and  eaft,  and  blew  a  frefli 
gale,  with   which  we  flood  to  the  north,  in  the 
night  to  the  S.  E.  and  on  the  following  morning, 
Sunday  the  7th,  to  the  S.  S.  E.  and  fouth,  fo  that 
we  were  unable  to  regain  the  parallel  of  45"  with- 
out employing  more  time  than  I  had  now  to  ap- 
propriate to  this  examination;  being,  from  the 
extremely  bad  condition  of  our  fails  and  rigging 
very  anxious  to  loofe  no  opportunity  of  making 
the  bed  of  our  way  to  St.  Helena;  and  for  this 
reafon  I  gave  up  all  further  thought  of  fearching 
for  Ifla  Grande,  and  continued  our  courfe  towards 
the  N.  N.  E. 

This 
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This  fhort  invcftigHtion,  however,  will  fcrvc 
to  flicvv  that  no  fiich  iflLind  cxills  in  or  about  the 
latitude  ot*  45^*  fouth,  between  the  meridians 
312' and  31.'3°2(/  of  eaft  longitude ;  and  that, 
as  I  have  already  mentioned,  Dr.  Hal  ley  moft 
■  likely  determined  the  fame  point,  namely,  that 
there  was  no  fuch  ifland,  a  degree  further  to  the 
•wCitward.  ''    ■     ■:■  v.  -  «    .^^  .   .   * 

At  midnight  the  Chatham  was  clofe  along  fide 
of  us,  but  by  four  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
Monday  the  8tli,  Ihe  was  nearly  out  of  fight 
aftcrn  of  the  Difcovcry,  our  mainfail  and  top- 
gallant-fails were  therefore  taken  in  to  wait  for 
her  nearer  approach  ;  at  day-light  ihe  was  fcen 
about  three  miles  aftern,  and  having  at  this 
time  a  fteady  frefh  gale  with  fair  weather,  her 
fignal  was  made  to  make  more  fail,  and  repeated 
with  a  gun  fcvcral  times  until  about  ten  o'clock, 
when  the  Chatham  neither  making  fail,  nor  ex- 
hibiting any  rcafon  indicative  of  her  wanting 
afliftanc",  I  concluded  that  fomc  caufe  of  no  very 
fcrious  nature  had  retarded  hcrprogrefs;  andjufl 
as  we  had  fet  our  ft udding  fails,  1  had  the  plea- 
furc  to   fee  her  employed    in  the  lame  bufinefs 
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Shortly  after  noon  the   wind    veered  to  the 
S.  W.  and  havinjr  incrcafed  our  diftance  from 
the  Chatham  very  confidcrably,   we  fliortened 
fail  to  vrait  for  her  coming  up,  concluding  that" 
.      .  (he 
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Ihe  would  foon  overtake  us  under  our  then  re- 
duced quantity  of  canvas.     In  thefe  expe(^lations 
however  we  were   difappointed;  at  ten  at  night 
the  wind  had  again  frcflicned  from  the  N.  N.  W. ; 
we  now  burnt  a  falfe  fire  to  denote  our  fituation 
to  our  conf(jrt,   but  this  was  not  anfwcrcd,  and 
by  two  the  next  morning,  Tuefday  the  Qth,  the 
wind  veered  to   the  wcftward,  and  blew  a  very 
ftrong  gale,   during  which,  left  we  fliould  lofe 
the  Chatham,   we  hauled  up  the  mainfail  and 
clofe-reefcd  the  topfails ;  but  as  at  day-light  (lie 
was  not  in  fight  from   the  maft-head,  and  as  I 
did  not  know  in  what  direction  to  fearch  for  her, 
I  could  not  but  confidcr  the   inferiority  of  her 
failing  had  at  length   completed  our  fcparation, 
and  in  the  hope  that  wc  fliould  meet  ad  well  at 
St.  PIclena,  our  next  rcndez\  ous,  we  made   the 
beft  of  our  way  thither,  by  continuing  our  courle 
to  the  north-caftward.     The   obfervcd  latitude 
at  noon  was  3^''  ^fi',  longitude  according  to  Ar- 
nold's chronometer   No.  14,  32  1°  43^  and  the 
variation  of  the  compafs   O'^   eaftvvardly.     The 
wind  continued  to  blow  very  hard  at  times,  at- 
tended by  heavy  rains,  and   thick  cloudy  fqually 
weather,  in  which  our  fails  frequently  fplit,  and 
our  topfail  flieets  and  other  eflcntial  parts  of  the 
rigging  gave  way,  until  Saturday  the  20th,  when 
it  became  more  moderate,  and  in  latitude  31    38'' 
fouth,  longitude  347"  1^^'>   brought   forward  by 
Vol.  VI.  A  a  Arnold's 
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Arnold's  chronometer  No.  1-1,  the  (hip  appeared 
to  have  been  fet  twenty-five  miles  of  latitude 
towards  the  north,  and  thirty-four  miles  of  lon- 
gitude towards  the  eaft  of  the  reckoning. 

About  halfpaft  fivco*clock  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing the  2 1  ft,  Richard  Jones,  one  of  the  feamen, 
unfortunately  fell  overboard  from  the  main  chains 
and  was  drowned.  The  accident  had  no  fooner 
happened  than  a  grating  was  thrown  overboard, 
and  the  Ihip  was  inftantly  hove  to,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  affording  him  every  afliftance;  but  this 
was  to  no  effect,  for  the  poor  fellow  funk  im- 
mediately, and  was  never  more  fcen.  By  this 
melancholy  event  the  fervicc  loft  a  very  able 
feaman,  and  his  comrades  a  good  member  of 
their  ibciety.  On  the  following  day  at  noon, 
Monday  the  22d,  in  latitude  32°  3'  fouth,  lon- 
gitude 351°  15',  it  appeared  that  the  (hip  was 
nine  miles  of  latitude  to  the  northward,  and 
twenty-five  miles  of  longitude  to  the  eaft  ward  of 
our  reckoning  ;  and  that  the  variation  of  the 
compafs  by  two  fets  of  azimuths  was  now  1 1°  20' 
wcftwardly.  The  eaftwardly  variation  fcemed 
to  have  ccafed  about  the  l5th  of  June,  as  in  la- 
titude 35°  -13'  fouth,  longitude  232°  5',  it  had 
decreafcd  to  1 6' ,  and  fince  that  period  the  wcft- 
crly  variation  had  been  gradually  increafing  as 
wc  proceeded  to  the  northward. 

No  circumftances  of  importance^  or  fuch  as 
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arc  worthy  to  be  recorded,  took  place,  until  about 
two  oclock  in  the  afternoon  of  Thurfday  the  2d 
of  July,  when  after  experiencing  tolerably  pka- 
fant  weather  for   the   preceding   ten    days,  the 
ifland  of  St.  Helena  was  difcovered  bearing  by 
compafs  N.  by  E.;  about  eight  in  the  evening 
we  lliortened  fail,  and  hauled  our  wind  on  the 
ftarboard  tack,  as  the  iiland  now  extended  by 
compafs  from  N.  3  W.  to  N.  35  W.  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  five  leagues ;  at  day-light  the  next 
morning,  Friday  the  3d,  wc  made  fail  for  St.  Helena 
bay,  and  about  fix  o'clock  we  had  the  happinefs 
of  difcovering  the  Chatham  in  the  fouth-eaftern 
quarter.     As  we  were  now  fail  approaching  a 
port  from  whence  it  was  reafonable  to  expc<^ 
that  opportunities  would  frequently  occur,  dur- 
ing the  time  of  our  re-equipment  there,  to  com- 
municate with  our  friends  in  England,  I  deemed 
it  expedient  that  the  order  Ihould  be  publicly 
read,  which  I  had  received  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  directing    me    to   demand    the   log 
books  and  journals  which  had  been  kept,  and  the 
charts,  drawings,  &c.  which  had  been  executed 
by  the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  gentlemen  on 
board  the  Difcovery  ;  and  directing  alfo,  that  I 
lliould  enjoin  them  and  the  whole  of  the  crew 
not  to  divulge  where  they  had  been,  until  they 
fliould  have  permiffion  fo  to  do :  and  a  copy  of 
this  order  was  fcnt  to  Mr.  Pugct,  with  my  di- 
•^       ,  A  a  2  rccSions 
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rcdions  to  enforce  the  fame  on  board  the  Chat- 
ham alfo.      .     .  •  .'.    :-    ••.  I  ■ 
=  As  we  approached  the   bay  of  St.  Helena,  I 
had  the  mortification  to  fee  a  fleet  of  large  Ihips 
(landing  out,  and  apparently  bo'^nd  to  the  north- 
ward.    This  fleet  I  confldered  to  be  from  the 
Eafl:  Indies,  and  that  it  was  moft  probably  bound 
to  England,   under  the  protedion  of  which   1 
fliould  have  been  happy  to  have  performed  the 
remainder  of  our  voyage  ;  for  we  were   in   no 
fituation  to  contend  with  the  enemy's  fliips  of 
equal  force,  nor  to  have  ei'capcd  from  thofc  of 
fuperior  weight  of  metal.     At  half  paft  eight 
o'clock  we  anchored  in  lO  fathoms  water,  and 
moored  with  a  cable  each  w  ay.     In  the  bay  of 
St.  Helena  we  found  the  Arniflon   Eaft  India- 
man,  and  an  American  bring.     After  faluting 
the  fort   with   thirteen  guns,  which    were   re- 
turned, accompanied   by  Mr.  Puget,  I  paid  my 
compliments  to   the  governor,  and  underftood 
from  him,  that  the  fleet  of  fliips  which  we  had 
fecn  depart  from  the  ifland  as  \\c  had  approached 
it  in  the  morning,  was,  as  I  had  imagined,  a  fleet 
of  Eaft  Indiamen,  together  with  feveral  fail  of 
Dutch  prizes  under  the  convoy  of  His  Majelly's 
fliip  Sceptre,  commanded  by  Captain  EflTington. 
I  was  recei\ed  by  the  governor  of  St.  Helena 
with  his  accuftomed  politenefs,  and  having  un- 
derftood from  him  that   hoftilities   had  taken 
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place  between  the  Court  of  London,  and  the 
United  States  of  Holland,  I  fent  an  officer  on 
board  a  Dutch  Eaft  Indiaman  which  I  had  per- 
ceived to  be  coming  into  the  bay,  and  took  pof- 
feflion  of  her  as  a  prize. 

-  The  great  plenty  of  excellent  refrcfhments 
with  which  we  had  been  fupplicd  during  our 
rcfi'Jcnce  aniongll  our  very  hofpitable  friends  at 
Valparaifo,  had  not  only  eradicated  every  appear- 
ance of  the  fcurvy  before  our  departure  from  that 
port,  but  had  fo  completely  re-eftabliflied  the 
health  of  every  individual  on  board  (myfelf  ex- 
cepted) that  although  we  had  now  been  fifty- 
eight  days  at  fea,  during  which  time  we  had  ex- 
perienced much  bad  weather,  particularly  in  that 
part  of  the  paffage  as  wc  had  approached  the 
wellern  coaft  of  Patagonia,  and  until  we  had 
pafled  round  cape  Horn  and  proceeded  fome  dif- 
tance  to  the  north-eaflward ;  and  had  alfo  been 
obliged  to  make  great  exertions,  and  to  endure 
great  fatigue,  owing  to  the  repeated  accidents 
that  had  befallen  our  fails  and  rigging,  and  the 
additional  labour  at  the  pumps  confequent  on 
the  leak  in  the  fore  part  of  the  velTel ;  1  had  the 
inexpreinblc  happincfs  of  feeing  all  my  officers 
and  men  return  to  a  Britifh  fcttlement,  after  an 
a^bfence  frorn  England  of  more  than  four  years 
and  a  quarter,  pcrfedly  well  in  health,  and  with 
conllitutions  apparently  unimpaired  by  the  cx- 
-,,,>  Aa3  trcmel\' 
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trcmely  laborious  fervice  in  which  th': y  hau  been 
lb  long  employed,  and  to  which  withot;^  a  muic- 
mur  they  had,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  weather, 
unitormly  fubmitted  with  great  zeal  and  ala- 
crity. .       ,  i  .  ■       . 

Notwithftanding  that  I  had  the  additional  fa- 
tisfadion  to  hear,  from  Mr.  Pugct,  that  the  crew 
of  the  Chatham  were  now  in  a  convalefcent 
ftate,  yet  I  was  much  concerned  to  become  ac- 
quainted that  their  health,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
officers,  had  fufFered  very  materially  indeed  in 
their  late  paflage  from  Valparaifb.  Although, 
previoufly  to  our  departure  from  that  port,  every 
precaution  within  our  power  bad  been  taken  to 
make  both  veffels  as  equal  as  it  were  poflible  to 
the  tafk  which  they  had  to  perform  at  the  then 
advanced  feafon  of  the  year,  through  fo  tempcf- 
tuous  and  inhofpitable  a  region  ;  yet  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  the  Chatham  had  made  her  more  liable 
to  the  influence  of  the  bad  weather  than  the 
Difcovery,  and  this  will  fcrvc  to  account  for  her 
progrefs  having  been  fo  very  frequently  inter- 
rupted. For  fixtcen  days  together  Mr.  Puget 
had  been  under  the  necclTity  of  keeping  in  tlie 
dead  lights,  and  from  the  violence  of  her  motion 
her  decks  and  fides  had  become  open  and  fo 
leaky,  that  his  people  were  conftantly  in  a  wet 
humid  ftate  when  they  retired  from  the  deck,  on 
which,  previoufly  to  their  making  cape  Horn, 
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five  men  only  in  a  watch  were  able  to  do  duty  ; 
the  reft  being  rendered  incapable  of  it  by  rheu- 
matic complaints.  Veflcls  of  the  Chatham's  fize 
fhould  certainly  make  choice  of  the  fummer  fca- 
{on  to  infure  a  good  pallage  ro\ind  the  fouthern 
promontory  of  America ;  for  although  the  pre- 
vailing winds  in  the  wintermonthsof  May,  June, 
and  July,  may  expedite  their  voyage,  yet  this  ad- 
vantage is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the 
Ihortnefs  of  the  days.,  the  feverity  of  the  climate, 
and  the  very  ftormy  weather  which  is  attendant 
on  this  time  of  the  year  ;  this  Mr.  Puget  reprc- 
fented  as  having  had  the  efFc(?l  of  keeping  the 
Chatham,  comparatively  fpeaking,  almoft  under 
water  during  the  greater  part  of  the  paffage,  in 
which  he  ftated,  that  nothing  of  importance  had 
occurred  fmce  the  period  of  our  Reparation,  and 
that  the  reafon  why  our  laft  ftgnals  were  not  an- 
fwcred  on  the  night  of  the  8th  of  June,  was, 
that  the  fupply  of  falfe  fire  on  board  the  Chatham 
was  at  that  time  totally  expended.  From  Mr. 
Puget  I  alfo  underftood,  that  in  and  about  the 
latitude  affigned  to  La  Roche's  ifla  Grande,  the 
Chatham,  like  the  Difcovcry,  had  been  vitited 
by  a  great  number  of  birds,  which,  with  fomc 
fea  weed,  were  the  only  indications  he  had  no- 
ticed of  the  vicinity  of  land. 

My  firft  care  was  to  take  luch  precautions  on  aur 
.arrival  at  St.  Helena,  as  were  mofl:  likely  to  prove 
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efficacious  in  prcferving  to  the  crews  of  both  vef- 
fels  that  incftimable  bleffing,  health,  of  v^hich, 
on  board  the  Difcovery,  we  were  in  fuch  com- 
plete enjoyment.  For  this  purpofe  fome  frefii 
provifions  were  procured  from  the  ifland,  and 
occafionally  fcrved  to  both  Hiip's  companies,  with 
a  plentiful  fupply  of  efculent  vegetables;  the  con- 
valefccnts  from  the  Chatham  were  fent  on  fhore, 
and  fuch  regulations  were  adopted  as  appeared 
to  be,  in  my  judgment,  moft  likely  to  infurc  this 
deiirable  obje<5l ;  which,  at  all  times,  and  on  all 
occafions,  throughout  the  voyage,  had  been  a 
confideration  with  me  of  the  firft  neccflity  and 
higheft  importance.  ^.  ^.    .■ 

After  thcfe  arranircmcnts  were  made,  the  cj- 
fcrvatory,  as  ufual,  v\as  committed  to  the  charge 
of  Mr.  Whidbey ;  and  now  that  tiie  fhip  was 
flationary,  the  carpenters  were  employed  in 
fearching  for  the  leak  in  the  fore  part  of  the  vef- 
fcl,  which,  at  times,  during  our  late  paflage  from 
Valparaifo,  had  greatly  increafed  our  labours,  by 
our  efforts  to  keep  the  fliip  free  from  the  great 
quantity  of  water  which  it  admitted.  Notwith- 
ftanding  that  our  main  yard  had,  by  great  care 
and  attention,  brought  us  fafely  thus  far,  yet,  as 
I  found  it  would  be  polTible  to  procure  a  new 
one  at  St.  Helena,  meafures  were  inftantly  taken 
for  replacing  it  with  one,  on  which  we  could 
more  fecurely  depend  ;  whilft  other  parts  of  the 
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crew  were  employed  in  the  neceliary  duties  about 
the  fliip,  and  in  obtaining  a  full  fupply  of  water. 
■  According  to  our  reckoning,  this  day  was 
Monday  the  0th  of  July,  but  at  St.  Helena  we 
found  it  (agreeably  to  our  calculations)  to  be 
only  Sunday  the  5th  of  July  :  for,  by  our  having 
failed  round  the  world,  in  an  caftern  dirc<5lion, 
we  had,  fince  our  departure  from  England, 
gained  one  day  ;  but  as  it  was  now  become  expe- 
dient that  we  fhould  fubfcribe  to  the  eftimation 
of  time,  as  underftood  by  Europeans  and  the  reft 
of  the  civilized  world,  to  which  we  were  now 
faft  approaching,  our  former  reckoning  was 
abandoned,  the  day  we  had  gained  dr(>pped,  and 
after  noon  this  day,  we  recommenced  Sunday 
the  5th  of  July. 

His  Majefty's  (hip  the  Sphinx,  commanded 
by  Captain  Brifiic,  arrived  on  Tucfday,  charged 
with  dlfpatches  from  Admiral  Sir  George  Keith 
Elphinflone,  (now  Lord  Keith,)  to  General 
Clarke  at  St.  Salvador,  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil, 
who,  with  his  army,  was  waiting  at  that  port, 
until  he  fhould  receive  InftruClions  from  Sir 
George  that  might  enable  him  to  co-operate  with 
that  admiral  in  the  redudion  of  the  cape  of  Good 
Hope.  A  convoy,  I  underftood,  was  foon  ex- 
peded  to  fail  from  St.  Salvador,  and  as  I  had 
reafon  to  believe  the  (Chatham's  rti-6qulpment 
would  not  take  more  than  a  week,  1  determined 
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to  fend  her  thither  for  the  purpofe  of  going  with 
the  firlt  convoy  which  fliould  fail  from  thence  to 
England,  and  that  I  would  be  content  to  remain 
here  unt  1  'ome  Britilh  veflel  of  force  Ihould  touch 
«t  St.  Helena  in  her  way  home,  or  that  the  next 
convoy  from  the  Eaft  Indies  fhould  arrive,  under 
the  protecflion  of  w  hich,  I  fhould  hope  fafely  to 
arrive  in  England  in  the  courfe  oi  the  autumn. 
As  the  fervice  which  Captain  Brifac  had  to  per- 
form required  the  utmolt  difpatch,  our  boats 
affifted  thofc  of  the  Sphinx  in  recruiting  her  wc- 
tcr,  after  v.  hich,  on  the  following  day,  Tuefday 
the  7th,  ihe  immediately  failed  for  the  coaft  of 
Brafii. 

Undcrftanding  that  our  ficld-piec-es  would  be 
of  ufe  to  His  Majefty's  forces  on  the  coafl  of 
Africa, and  confidering  that  the  purpofe  for  which 
they  had  originally  been  put  on  board  the  Difco- 
\ery  was  now  completely  ferved,  and  that  they 
could  not  be  of  the  leaft  poflible  fervice  to  us  in 
performing  the  remainder  of  our  voyage  to  Eng- 
land, 1  availed  myfclf  of  the  Arnifton  being  en- 
gaged to  carry  troops  from  St.  Helena  to  the 
fquadron  under  Admiral  Sir  George  Keith  El- 
phinftone,  to  confign,  by  that  conveyance,  the 
four  pieces  of  ordn»mce,  and  the  remaining  parts 
c(f  the  ammunition  we  had  on  board,  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  expedition  dcftincd 
aj^ainft  the  cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  and,  on  Friday 
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the  ]  0th,  I  was  made  happy  on  this  occafioii  to 
have  it  alfo  in  my  power  to  affift  with  our  boats 
in  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  on  board  the  Ar- 
nifton.  :, 

The  leak  was  foon  difcovered  to  be  in  the 
bows  of  the  Difcovery,  and  our  carpenters  were 
immediately  employed  in  ufmg  their  beft  endea- 
vours to  flop  and  prevent  any  further  inconveni- 
ence from  it. 

On  Sunday  morning  arrived  the  Orpheus  of 
London,  commanded  by  Mr.  Bowen,  to  whom 
were  catrufted  duplicates  of  thofe  difpatches 
from  Admiral  Sir  George  Keith  Elphinftone, 
with  which  Captain  Brifac  had  failed  on  the  Srh, 
with  directions  to  the  governor  of  St.  Helena  to 
ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  forward  them  im- 
mediately to  General  Clarke  at  St.  Salvador. 
The  Chatham  at  this  time  being  nearly  ready 
for  fca,  I  confidercd  that  it  would  be  turthering 
his  Majeft/'s  fervice  to  charge  hir.  Puget  with 
the  care  of  thefc  duplicate  difpatcl?..-,  with  which, 
after  receiving  the  foliowing  order  jiom  me,  he 
departed  for  the  coall  ot  Brafi)  tt.e  following  day, 
Monday  the  1.3th. 

"  Confidcring  it  to  be  expedient,  and  for  the 
good  of  His  Majefty's  fervice,  that  you  fliould 
proceed  immediately  to  St.  SaUador,  in  order  to 
carry  fome  difpatches  from  Rear  Admiral  the 
honourable  Sir  George  Keith  Elphiiiilone,  to 
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Major-General  Clarke,  commander  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  forces,  deftined  to  ad:  w^ith  the  faid  rear- 
admiral  ;    and    the    faid    major-general    having 
been  dire(5tcd  to  rendezvous  at  St.  Salvador;  you 
arc    hereby   required   and   directed    to   proceed, 
without  lofs  of  time,  to  the  faid  port,  in  order  to 
deliver  the  inclofed  difpatches  accordingly  ;  and, 
tfter  having  performed   that   fervice,  you  will 
comnjunicate  to  the  commanding  officer  of  his 
Majeily's  naval  forces  at  that  port,  the  nature  of 
the  fervlcc  on  which  you  have  been  employed, 
and  that  you  have  my  diredilions,  after  deliver- 
ing the  faid  difpatches,  to  ufs  your  utmoft  ex- 
ertions, for  the  purpofe  of  immediately  proceed- 
ing to  England,   that  you  may  be    enabled  to 
carry  into  cffedi  fuch  further  orders  as  you  have 
recei\ed   from  me.     But  fhould  you  not  meet 
with  any  naval  officer,  fenior  to  yourfelf,  at  that 
port,    you    will   inform   Major-General   Clarke, 
that  I  conceive  it  to  be  a  matter  of  great  mo- 
ment, that  as  little  detention  as  pofTiblc  fliould 
take  place  to  retard  your  proceeding  to  England, 
as  before  cxprcflcd.   If,  before  your  arrival  at  the 
port  of  St.  Salvaf'or,  the  faid  troops  and  fquadron 
fliould  have  departed,  you  are  to  ufc  the  utmoll: 
i)recaution  not  to  promulgate  the  caufe  which 
carried  you  thither,  but  having,  wMth  all  expe- 
dition, completed  your  water,  &c.  &c.   you  arc 
to  proceed  to  England  as  already  dircded  :  and, 
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as  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  prevent  thefe 
orders,  difpatches,  and  private  lignals,  from  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  you  are  to  keep 
the  fame  in  a  leaden  box,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  thrown  into  the  fea,  in  cafe  of  capture.  And 
that  you  may  avoid,  as  much  as  poflible,  falling 
in  with  the  enemy's  cruizers,  on  your  approach- 
ing the  coaft  of  Europe,  you  will  confider,  as 
circumftances  may  point  out,  of  the  propriety  of 
proceeding  round  the  north  part  of  Ireland,  either 
to  the  firft  convenient  port  on  the  coaft  of  Scot- 
land or  England,  which  you  can  make ;  from 
whence  you  will  immediately  repair  to  the  Ad- 
miralty office,  and  there  deliver  the  difpatches 
with  which  you  are  charged. 

*'  But  in  the  event  of  your  reaching  St.  Sal- 
vador before  General  Clarke  fliould  have  arrived, 
and  finding  no  other  Britifh  officer  there  with 
whom  you  may  judge  it  proper  to  entrufl  the 
difpatches  committed  to  your  care  ;  you  are  to 
continue  there  fourteen  days,  and  after  the  expi- 
ration of  that  time  you  are  to  proceed  as  herein 
oefore  dirc(5lcd  ;  lor  which  this  fliall  be  your 
order.  Dated  on  board  his  Majefty's  floop  Dif- 
covery,  in   St.  Helena  bay,    this   12th  of  July, 
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Prevloufly  to  Mr.  Puget's  departure  from  St. 
Helena,  wc  were  given  to  underftand,  by  Mr. 
Bowen,  that  it  had  been  decreed,  by  the  national 
affembly  of  France,  that  the  Difcovery  and  Chat- 
ham fhould  pafs  the  feas  unmolefted  by  the 
French  cruizers,  notwithftanding  the  exifting 
war  between  the  two  countries.  This  agreeable 
mtelligencc  induced  me  to  alter  the  plan  which 
I  had  formed  of  waiting  at  this  ifland  for  convoy. 
The  Eaft  India  fliips,  under  the  protection  of  the 
Sceptre,  had  not  yet  been  failed  fb  long  from 
St.  Helena,  as  to  dlveft  me  intirely  of  the  hope 
that  we  might  overtake  them,  before  they  fhould 
have  reached  thofe  latitudes  in  which  v/e  Ihould 
be  likely  to  meet  with  any  thing  unpleafant  from 
the  enemy's  Ihips  of  force,  in  confequencc  of 
their  commanders  being  unacquainted  with  the 
national  decree  in  our  favor,  or  in  the  event  of 
any  new  matter  having  arifen  between  the 
powers  at  war  to  caufc  its  being  revoked.  E\ery 
effort  was  therefore  now  made  to  expedite  our 
re-equipment ;  the  main  yard,  by  the  afTiflancc 
of  the  carpenters  belonging  to  the  Arnifton,  was 
iikely  to  be  ready  in  the  courfc  of  a  day  or  two, 
in  which  tirrte,  T  had  reafbn  to  believe,  our  own 
artificers  v  <  aid  have  flooped  the  leak  in  the 
Ihip's  bow ;  ;  and  as  I  entertained  hopes  that^ 
foon  after  tliis  lervicc  Ihould  be  performed,  the 
Difcovery  would,  in  all  other  rcfpcdb,  be  fit  for 
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fca,  I  determined  to  fall  immediately,  and  not  to 
wait  for  the  uncertain  arrival  of  any  other  veffel, 
which  might  afford  us  protcdion  during  the  re- 
mainder of  our  voyage  to  England. 

The  fupply  of  vegetables  which  St>.  Helena 
afforded  us  was  very  ample ;  but  fruits  of  all  kinds 
were  found  to  be  extremely  fcarce,  owing  to  the 
want  of  rain.  So  fevere  and  continued  had  been 
the  drought  for  the  three  preceding  years,  that 
mofl  of  the  trees,  which  were  not  indigenous  to 
the  country,  had  withered  and  fallen  into  decay, 
and  amoncft  the  exotics  that  had  died  were  fix 
plants  of  the  bread  fruit,  which  had  been  left  by 
Captain  Bligh  on  his  return  in  the  Providence 
from  the  iflands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  lofs 
of  thefe  valuable  plants  was  very  much  regretted, 
as  they  appeared  to  thrive,  and  it  was  hoped, 
would  have  come  to  perfection.  Tlie  herbage 
had  fuffercd  alfo  in  the  fame  proportion,  and,  in 
the  courfc  of  the  period  above  mentioned,  up- 
wards of  fixtecn  hundred  head  of  cattle  had  died 
upon  tiie  ifland.  The  flicep  were  very  lean  and 
poor,  and  the  quantity  of  frefli  provlfions  that 
could  be  obtained  was  by  no  means  equal  to  the 
fupply  I  could  have  wilhed  to  have  procured. 

On  Tuefday  the  14  th  1  had  the  plcafurc  to 
behc/M  our  new  main  yard  in  fuch  a  ilate  of  for- 
wardnefs  that  it  would  be  rcadv  to  be  2;ot  on 
board  and  riffired  the  follow  in<r  <lav,  and  I  had  the 
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additional  fatisfadion  of  feeing,  that  by  the  un- 
remitted attention  of  the  refpcdivc  officers  who 
had  the  fupcrintcndancc  of  the  fcveral  fervices 
which  had  become  neceflary  to  be  carried  into 
cfFe6l,  httlc  clfe  now  remained  to  be  done  than 
to  prepare  the  veiTcl  for  our  departure. 

Much  of  my  time,  fmcc  our  arrival  at  St. 
Helena,  had  been  employed  about  the  concerns 
of  the  Dutch  prize  MacalTar,  and  in  making  the 
beft  arrangements  within  my  power,  to  fecurc  a 
fafe  paflage  for  her  to  England.  The  lliip  was 
in  a  very  bad  leaky  condition,  and  although  we 
were  able  to  give  her  fome  repair,  yet  it  was  to- 
tally out  of  our  power  to  refit  her,  and  put  her  in 
a  proper  ftatc  for  fo  long  a  voyage,  efpccially  as 
there  was  little  chance  of  her  reaching  any  Bri- 
tifli  port  before  the  commencement  of  the  winter. 

Having,  from  long  experience,  been  convinced 
of  the  fkill  and  refources  w  hich  Lieutenant  John- 
ll:one  pofleffed,  and  which,  on  many  trying  oc- 
cafions  throughout  the  voyage,  he  had  eminently 
difplayed,  I  derived  great  fatisfadlion  in  com- 
mitting the  charge  of  the  Macalfar  to  his  care. 
For  this  efpecial  purpofe  he  received  my  direc- 
tions to  quit  the  Chatham  prcvioufly  to  her  de- 
parture for  St.  Salvador ;  and  in  addition  to  the 
people  that  were  to  be  cnijai^cd  at  St.  Helena,  to 
navigate  the  prize  home,  I  fparcd,  from  the  crew 
of  the  Difcoverv,  fevcntecn  able  feamen,  on  whofe 
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cxcrtloas  I  could  with  confidence  rely,  to  carry 
Mr.  Johnftonc''^  orders,  ^vith  promptitude,  into 
cffcd.  With  this  fupply  of  men  on  whorri  he 
could  depend,  and  with  tlic  kind  aflurances  which 
I  received  from  Governor  Brooke,  that  no  aflill- 
ancc  in  his  powxr  lliould  be  wanting  in  the  man- 
ning and  re-equipment  of  the  prize,  I  entertained 
great  hope  that,  under  the  protection  of  the  firft 
convoy  that  fliould  arrive  at  St.  Helena  bound 
to  England,  little  danger  was  to  be  apprehended 
of  the  Macaifar's  fafe  arrival,  in  fome  port  of 
Great  Britain;        ■  ,  .  ,    .  .  . 

In  the  bay  of  St.  Helena,  on  the  4th  of.  July, 
the  chronometers  (hewed  the  following  longi- 
tudes*. '■  ,    ■        • 
Arnold's  No.  14, 
Ditto,       1 70, 
Kendall's^         - 
The  true  longitude. 

By  which  it  appeared  that  Arnold's  chrono- 
meter. No.  14,  was  (/  25",  and  Kendall's  1"  35'  25" 
to  the  wcftward,  and  that  Arnold's  No.  I/O 
was  1"  g'  5"  to  the  ealtward  of  the  true  longi- 
tude :  and,  by  altitudes  taken  on  this  day,  the  1 4th 
of  Julyi  Arnold's  No.  14  was  found  at  noon  to  be 
flow  of  mean  time 

At  Greenwich,  -        .if'  lo'  42"  5o"' 

And  to  be  gaining  on  mean      .         • 
time,  per  day,  at  the  rate  of        '  24    50 
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Arnold's  No,  17O,  flow  of 
mean  time  at  Greenwich,  Q^  18'  2c/'  50' 

And  to  be  gaming  on  mean 
time,  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  gtf 

Kendall's  flaw  of  mean  time 
at  Greenwich  -  1!J    io     3 

And  to  be  gaining  on  mean 
time,  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  28    22 

OnWedncfday  the  15th  I  had  the  pkafurc  of 
receiving  our  new  main  yard  on  board,  it  was 
immediately  rigged,  and  the  fliip  in  every  other 
rcfpc(^  made  ready  to  proceed  to  fea.  After  pay- 
ing my  refpe^s  to  the  governor,  and  returfiing 
him  my  beft  thanks  for  his  hofpitality  and  oblig- 
ing attention  to  the  neceilities  of  our  little  com- 
munity whilft  at  St.  Helena,  I  left  Lieutenant 
Johnilon  on  board  the  MacaiTar,  with  full  di- 
rc£lions  in  writing,  by  which  he  w^ould  be  en- 
abled to  govern  himfelf  in  condu<fling  the  vefl!cl> 
tj{  which  he  was  put  in  charge  to  England,  and 
about  fix  o'clock  on  the  following  evening,  with 
a  light  breeze  of  wind  from  the  S,  E.  we  diredcd 
our  courfc  to  the  north-wcftward,  anxioufly  look- 
ing forward  to  that  happy  hour  which  fliould 
once  more  land  us  amongft  our  refpedive  friends,, 
from  whofe  fociety  we  had  fuffcred  fo  long  and 
fo  painful  an  abfence. 

The   weather  continued  to  be  very  pleafant,. 
and  we  made  great  progrel&to  the  north-wcftward. 

On 
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On  Saturday  the  2.''>ih  \ve  croflcd  the  equator  in 
longitude  21^  3r,'  weft  from  Greenwich,  where 
the  variation,  by  two  fets  of  azimutiis,  was  found 
to  be  9''  20'  weftwardly.  From  this  time  no- 
thin/;;  occurred  worthy  of  remark  until  Wcdncf- 
day  the  5  th  of  Auguft ;  when  one  of  the  Cape 
de  Verd  i (lands  was  fecn,  bearing  by  compafs 
N.  10  E.  The  weather  had  continued  to  be 
very  plcaf.uit,  and  although  the  winds,  fmce  the 
concluiion  of  the  precedin^.  onth,  had  veeied 
from  the  fouth-eaftern  to  eft  and  north- 

weftern  quarters,  yet  we  had  not  been  prevented 
from  making  our  north-wcftern  courfe  good, 
agreeably  to  my  wifhes. 

Our  people,  ever  fmce  our  departure  from  St. 
Helena,  had  been  occafionally  employed  in  mend- 
ing the  fails  and  rigging,  and,  on  all  fuitable  op- 
portunities, they  had  exerclfed  with  the  great 
guns  and  fmall  arms ;  vvhilft  the  extremely  plea- 
fant  weather  which  had  attended  us,  had  greatly 
contributed  to  our  becoming  well  acquainted  with 
tlie  management  of  both. 

y\bout  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Thurf- 
day  the  2()th,  three  veft'cls  were  difcovcred  to  the 
northward,  and  at  eight  in  the  evenmg  eight  fail 
were  feen  from  the  maft-head,  bci  ring  by  com- 
pafs N.  8o  W.  All  ourcanvafs  was  immediately 
fpread,  in  the  hope  of  our  being  able  to  overtake 
them;  being   in  great  hopes  that  the  veftels  ni 
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fight  would  prove  to  be  the  convoy  wlilch  had 
left  the  bay  of  St.  Helena  on  the  morning  of  our 
arrival  there;  in  the  event  of  which,  I  iliould  be 
happy  to  avail  myfclf  of  the  protcdlion  wcfhould 
derive  by  accompanying  fo  llrong  a  fleet  to  Eng- 
land.    At  day-light  the  next  morning,  Friday 
the  21ft,  five  Ihips  only  were  in  fight  from  the 
maft-head,  but  at  feven  in  the  morning  nine  fail 
of  large  veflels    were  fo  clearly  difcerned  as  to 
leave  in  my  mind  no  doubt  of  their  being  a  part 
of  the  fleet  for  which  we  had  kept  fuch  an  anxious, 
though   hitherto  unfuccefi;ful,  look  out,   under 
convoy  of  hisMajefty's  fliip  Sceptre,  commanded 
by  Captain  Effington.     About  five   in  the  after- 
toon  a  boat,  from  the  General  Goddard   Eaft- 
Indiaman,  came  on  board,  and  confirmed  us  in 
the  opinion  we  had  at  firft  formed,  and  which 
every  hour  fince  had  fcrved  to  ilrcngthen,  that 
the  fleet  before  us  was  a  convoy  confiding  of 
twenty-four  fail  of  Indiamen,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Sceptre.     Upon  receiving  this  infor- 
mation, I  ordered  a  boat  to  be  hoilled  out,  and  I 
waited  upon  Captain  EfTington,  by  whom  1  was 
received   with  that  unaf}'cd:cd  hearty  welcome, 
and  unrcferved  finccrity,  which  arc  known  by 
every  one  who  has  the  happinefs  of  his  friend- 
fliip,  to  be  the  true  type  of  his  valuable  charadler. 
After  putting  myfelf  under  Captain  EfTington's 
orders,  and  receiving  fuch  inllruclions  as  were 
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deemed  to  be  nccclTary  by  him,  for  the  rcguUtion 
of  his  Majefty's  floop  under  my  command,  now 
attached  to  the  fleet  which  he  was  convoying  to 
England ;  I  repaired  on  board  the  Difcovcry,  and 
by  fpreading  an  additional  quantity  of  canvafs, 
we  foon  had  the  plcafure  of  joining  company 
with  the  Sceptre.  "         ■ 

The  fatisfadion  I  experienced,  in  the  protec» 
lion  we  had  derived  by  overtaking  and  uniting 
our  little  force  with  fo  powerful  a  fleet,  was  greatly 
increafed  by  my  now  underflanding  from  Captain. 
Ellington,  that  he  was  of  opinion  the  agreeable 
tidings  communicated  to  me  at  St.  Helena,  by 
Mr.   Bowc^i,   of  a  French  decree  having  paffed 
the  national  aflembly,  in  favor  of  the  Difcovcry 
and  Chatham,  was  premature,  and  tliat,  in  the 
event  of  our  having  unfortunately  met  with  an 
enemy  of  fuperior  force,  to  whom  of  neceffity 
we  niuft  have  yielded,  we  fliould  have  had  little 
chance  of  cfcaping  the  horrors  of  a  French  prifon, 
in  addition  to  the  cruel  mortification  cf  lofmg  to 
our  country  much  of  the  information  which  had 
been  collected  during  the  voyage.    This  rcfledlioa 
had  tlie  eftcd  of  reconciling  my  mind  to  the  flow 
progr.cfs  which  I  was  now  well  aware  would  ne- 
t:efl!aril}  be  attendant   on  the  conclufive  part  of 
■our  pafTage  to  England.     Having  been  fo  fortvjT- 
jiatc  hitherto,  as  to  have  loft  only  one  man  out  oj 
hotji  vejjch  in  confequencc  of  dycafef  and  as  few  by 
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accidents  as  I  could  rcaronably  have  expcded, 
when  I  duly  confidercd  the  length  of  our  abfence 
from  home,  and  the  nature  of  the  fervice   on 
which  we  had  been  fo  long  employed  ;  I  do  con- 
fefs   that,  under  the  peculiar  circumftanccs   of 
our  dcfcncclcfs  fituation,  I  fliould  have  regarded 
it  as  a  very  painful  tafk  to  have  been   compelled 
to  the  ncccffity  of  expofing  my  excellent  officers 
andvalubale  crew,  who  were  now^  comparatively 
fpeaking,  almoft   within  reach  of  the  welcome 
embraces  of  their  neareft  and  deareft  afTedions, 
to  a  conflict  with  an  enemy,  whofe  fuperiority 
in  point  of  force  we  had  not  originally  been  fitted 
Out  to  meet,  nor  were  wc  but  in  a  very  humble 
way  prepared  to  refift,  and  from  whom,  in  point 
of  failing,  when  I  adverted  to  the  fliattered  con- 
dition of  our  mails  and  rigging,  I  entertained  no 
hope  of  our  being  able  to  efcape.     I  was,  there- 
fore, reconciled  to  the  delays  unavoidable  in  cf- 
corts  of  this  nature,  though  they  became  greatly 
augmented  by  the  deplorable  condition  of  many 
of  Captain  Eflington's  Dutch  prizes,   fome  of 
which,  I  underflood,  had  been  with  great  diffi- 
culty prevented  from  foundering.    :  ■;        i 

Although  our  progrefs  was  necefiarily  much 
retarded,  yet  our  time  paiTed  pleafantly  away,  by 
having  at  length  regained  the  power  of  devoting 
it,  on  all  fuitable  occafions,  to  the  comforts  of  a 
friendly  intercourfe  with  our  furrounding  coun- 
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try  men,  from  the  pleafurcs  of  whofe  fociety  wc 
had  been  fo  long  cftrangcd.         -  ^  •  '  ■    -   -  *'  '^  ^ 

Nothing  very  material  occurred  until  Tuefday, 
ift  of  September ;  when,  after  contending  with  a 
frcfli   gale  from  the  north   and   north-weftem 
■quarters,  which   had  commenced  the  preceding 
day,  and  had  been  attended  with  Ibme  heavy 
fqualls  of  wind  and  rain;  about  nine  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon,  in  about  the  latitude  of  40°   12' 
north,  longitude  29°  32'  weft,  one  of  the  Dutch 
prizes  made  a  fignal  of  diftrefs  :  we  immediately 
hove  to,  and  I  fent  the  cutter  to  her  affiftance, 
but  Ihe  was  found  to  be  almoft  a  wreck,  and  in 
fuch  a  deplorably  bad  condition  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  fave  her,  and  Ihe  was  therefore  aban- 
doned, by  order  o(  Captain  Effington,  and  fet  on 
fire  about  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening.     After  per- 
forming this  (ervice  our  cutter  returned  to  the 
fhip,  and  in  the  a6t  of  hoifting  her  on  board  fhe 
was  by  accident  ftovc  intirely  to  pieces. 

I  do  not  recoiled:  that  my  feelings  ever  fuffcred 
fo  much  on  any  occafion  of  a  fimilar  nature,  as 
at  this  moment.  The  cutter  was  the  boat  I  had 
conftantly  ufed ;  in  her  I  had  travelled  very  many 
miles ;  in  her  1  had  repeatedly  efcaped  from  dan- 
ger; flie  had  always  brought  me  fafely  home; 
and,  although  (he  was  but  an  inanimate  conve- 
niency,  to  which,  it  may  poflfibly  be  thought,  no 
afFcdlion  could  be  attached,  yet  I  felt  myfelf  under 
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fuch  obligation  for  her  f^rviccs,  that  when  fhe 
was  dafhed  to  pieces  before  xny  eyes,  an  involun-. 
tary  emotion  fuddenly  fcized  my  breall,  and  I 
was  compelled  to  turn  away  to  hide  a  weal^nefs 
(for  which,  though  my  own  gratitude  might  find 
an  apology)  I  flipujd  ha\e  thought  improper  to 
have  publicly  manifefted. 

The  wind  changed  on  Saturday  the  5th,  from 
the  north-weft  to  the  oppofite  quarter,  and  blew 
a  very  hard  gale,  with  fqualls  chiefly  from  E.by  S. 
^bout  fix  in  the  evening  another  of  the  Dutch 
prizes  was  obferved  to  have  made  the  fignal  of 
diftrefs.  We  were  dircded  to  give  her  afllft- 
£jnce  ;  and  the  relief  we  were  enabled  to  afford 
her  was  very  falutary,  and  had  become  cflcn- 
tially  neccfTary,  as  we  found  her  in  a  very  leaky 
ftatc,  and  her  crew  in  a  very  diiablcd  fickly  con- 
dition. The  >vin(l  again  veered  to  its  former 
^iredion,  and  though  it  continued  to  be  fqually 
and  unpleafant,  it  l^ad  been  more  moderate  dur-: 
jng  the  two  laft  days  ;  in  one  of  thefe  from  the 
north-weft,  on  Tuefday  morning  the  8th,  about 
feven  o'clock,  we  fprung  our  maintopmaft,  ai^ 
accident  that  might  have  been  attended  with  the 
moft  ferious  confequences,  had  we  not  been  in  a 
fituation  that  afforded  us  the  moft  ample  protec- 
tion, and  which  I  had  no  doubt  we  fliould  be 
^ble  to  maintain  until  we  fhould  arrive  in  fome 
port  of  Great  Britain,  although  our  quantity  of 

canvafs 
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canviifs  fliould  hereafter  be  materially  reduced, 
as  we  had  been  repeatedly  obliged  to  lliorteii  fail 
for  the  convoy.  All  the  upper  fails  were  taken 
in,  the  mail  flruck,  and  the  carpenters  immedi- 
latcly  employed  to  remedy  and  provide  for  the 
difliller  in  the  bcfl  manner  we  were  able ;  thi? 
bufmefs  was  completed  about  noon,  and  a  top- 
mad  with  the  topgallant  rigging  was  again  fet 
up.  Notwithftanding  that  the  weather  was  not 
very  favourable  to  allronomical  purfuits,  Mr. 
Whidbey  procured  fix  fets,  and  Mr.  Orchard 
three  fets  of  lunar  diftances,  by  the  mean  refult 
of  which  the  true  longitude,  at  noon,  was  found 
|o  be  -»*.  —      20°  13'    O"  weft 

By  Arnol4's  chronometer. 

No.  14, 
Ditto,  170, 

3y  Kendall's,  — 

The  obferved  l^ititude 

Variation  of  the  compafs,    22  wefterly. 

By  our  courfe  having  judicioufly  been  direded 
far  to  the  wcftward,  it  was  moft  probable  that 
the  coaft  of  Ireland  would  )bc  the  firft  land  in 
the  Britifli  dominions  with  which  we  fhould  fall 
in.  For  thofe  lliores,  as  the  wind  and  other  cir- 
CLimftances  had  allowed,  we  had  been  fteering 
for  feveral  days,  and  as  our  diftance  from  Eng- 
land every  day  and  every  hour  decreafed,  ib  our 
Jiappinefs  became  augmented  in  the  grateful  an- 
ticipation 
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ticipatlon  of  once  more  breathing  our  native  air, 
once  more  repofmg  in  the  bofom  of  our  country 
and  cxpefting  friends.  Every  brcaft,  as  may  be 
naturally  imagined,  was  alive  to  fenfations  of  the 
moll  plcafant  nature,  infeparable  from  the  fond 
idea  of  returning  home,  after  fo  long  an  abfence, 
in  an  adventurous  fervice  to  promote  the  general 
good,  when  unappalled  by  the  confcioufnefs  of 
deferved  reproach.  In  the  midll  of  thefe  agree- 
sble  reflcAions,  however,  prefages  of  a  melan- 
choly caft  would  frequently  obtrude  upon  the 
mind,  and  damp  the  promifed  joys  in  contem- 
j  lation.  Few  of  us  had  been  blefled  with  any 
tidings  from  our  families  or  friends  fmce  our  laft 
Reparation  from  them  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  fuch 
a  lapfe  of  time  what  changes  might  not  have 
taken  place,  what  events  might  not  have  hap- 
pened to  difappoliic  our  hopes ;  rob  us  of  our 
prefcnt  peace  ;  or  cloud  the  funfhine  of  our  fu- 
ture days !  Thefe  were  confiderations  of  a  moft 
painful  nature,  and  tinged  our  joyful  expectations 
with  folicitudc  and  apprehenfion  ! 

At  length,  about  five  o'clock  on  Saturday 
morning  the  12th,  a  fignal  was  made  by  one  of 
the  headmoft  ihips,  that  denoted  Ihe  was  within 
fight  of  land,  and  foon  afterwards,  from  our 
mall-head,  the  glad  tidings  were  announced  that 
land  was  plainly  to  be  fecn,  bearing  by  compafs 
E.  S.  E.  At  eleven  in  the  forenoon  it  was  known 
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to  be  the  wcflcrn  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  arrange- 
ments were  immediately  made  by  the  Sceptre  for 
keeping  the  (lilps  together,  and  for  entering  the 
Shannon  ;  ^vhcre  Captain  Eflington  propofed  to 
remain  with  his  convoy  until  a  force  more  equal 
to  the  protection  of  the  valuable  fleet  he  had 
thus  fatcly  brought  into  his  Majefty's  dominions, 
ihould  arrive,  to  efcort  it  from  thence  to  Eng- 
hmd.     Having  communicated  to  Captain  Effing- 
ton  fuch  parts  of  my  orders  from  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  under  which  I  had  failed,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  government  of  my  conduct  on  the 
prcfent  occafion,  1  received  his  orders  to  repair 
immediately  to  London  ;  and  the  following  day, 
Sunday  the  13th;  after  having  feen  the  Difco- 
very  fafely  moored,  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  in 
the  Shannon,  and  giving  fuch   inftruc^ions,   as 
circumftances  demanded,  to  my  firft  lieutenant 
Mr.  Baker,  in  whofe  zeal   for   the  fervice,  and 
abilities  as  an  officer,  a  long  experience  juftified 
me  in  implicitly  confiding ;  I  refigned  my  com- 
mand of  the  Difcovery  into  hi    hands,  and  with 
fuch  books,  papers  and  charts  ai   had  been  prc- 
vioufly  feleded,  as  being  eifential  to  the  illuftra- 
tion  of  the  ferviccs  we  had  performed,  I  took 
leave  of  my  officers  and  crew;  not,  however, 
without  emotions  which,    though    natural,  on 
parting  with  a  fociety  with  w  horn  I  had  lived  fo 
long,  fliared  fo  many  dangers,  and  from  whom  I 
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liad  received  luch  cfTcntlal  fcrviccs,  arc  vet  more 
cafily  to  be  imagined  than  I  have  the  power  to 
dcfcribc  :  and  in  the  courfc  of  a  few  days  I  ar- 
rived at  the  Admiralty,  nherc  J  dcpolited  my 
Several  documents. 

Before  I  bid  iitrewcll  to  the  Difcovery,*  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  arreft  the  attention  of  my  readers 
jor  a  few  minutes,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  a 
fliort  view  of  the  geographical  knowledge  which 
had  been  obtained  of  the  earth,  previoufly  to  the 
expedition  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  com- 
mand, and  the  happincfs  of  bringing  thus  to  a 
conclufion;  and  alfo  to  notice  fuch  parts  of  the 
globe  as  yet  remain  to  be  explored  to  make  that 
ipccies  of  information  complete.  The  effecting 
a  pailtige  into  the  oriental  leas  round  the  cape  of 
Good  Hope,  the  difcovery  of  America,  and  the 
opening  of  a  communication  between  the  Atlan- 
tic and  Pacific  Oceans,  by  pafling  cither  through 
the  flraits  of  Magellan,  or  round  the  iflands 
lying  off  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Ticrra  dej 
Fucgo,  engaged  the  minds  and  utmoll  exertions 
of  the  mod  illuftrious  navigators  during  the  three 
laft  centuries.  Thefe  cnterprizes  have  been  duly 
appreciated  and  juftly  celebrated  for  the  impor- 
tant lights  they  have  thrown  upon  the  fclences 
of  geography  and  nautical  aftronomy  ;  for  the 
improvements  they  have   caufed   in    the    arts ; 

*  Arrived  all  well  in  the  Thames  the  20th  of  Odlobcr,  17L)-'J, 
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tor  the  commercial  intcrcourle  which,  by  their 
means,  has  been  opened  and  cll:abli(hed  with  all 
the  maritime  parts  of  the  world  ;  and,  lallly,  for 
the  happy  introdu(5lion  of  civilization  amongft 
numerous  tribes  of  our  fellow  creatures* 

In  the  firll  attempts  to  accompHfh  thcfc  cx- 
tenfivc  objed:s,  Great  Britain  took  no  part ;  but 
no  fooncr  did  flic   perceive   the  importance   of 
which  they  were  likely  to  be  to  her  confequcncc 
and  profpcrity  as  a  maritime  ftatc,  than  her  fpirit 
for  the  attainment  of  fuch  valuable  acquifition;* 
to   fcicncc  became  roufed.     In  the  courfc  of  a 
very  few  years,  no  fuch  elTcntial   benefits  have 
been  fecured  to  mankind,  nor  has  fo  much  geo- 
graphical knowledge  been  acquired,  as  iince  the 
commencement  of  discovery  undertaken,  and 
fuccefsfully  accompliflied,  by  the  unremitted  la- 
bours of  Britifli  navigators;  whofe  primary  con- 
liderations  have  been  to  dlre<5l  their  inquiries  to 
objed:s  of  an  ufcful  nature,  and  to  inveftigate  and 
fupport  the  truth,  by^  a  plain  narrative  of  thofc 
fads,  which  fell  within  the  fpherc  of  their  obfer- 
vation,  rather  than  to  give  encouragement,  by 
the  obtrufion  of  fpcclous  opinions,  to  hypothefes, 
however  ingenious.     In  confequence  of  a  llri<^t 
adherence  to  this  principle,  the  geography  of  the 
earth  is   now   placed  beyond  the  influence  of 
conjecture,  and  is  determined  by  fuch  incontro- 
vertible evidence,  that  the  fmall  fpaces  that  yet 
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remain  uncxphjrctl  In  the  Pacific  or  In.liun  oceans 
are  too  iiiri^iiificiint  tu  become  an  uhjr.^l  ot'en- 
terprl/e  :  there  arc,  howcN  er,  p.irts  of  the  coafts, 
both  of  Alia  and  America,  which  would  vet 
afford  en]pl(j}mcnt  for  tlie  hibourers  in  the  fci- 

CncC  of  DISCOVERS. 

The  Afiatic  coaft,  from  the  latitude  of  about 
35"  to  the  latitude  of  r»2"  north  is  at  prefcnt  very 
ill  defined  ;  and  the  American  coaft,  from  about 
the  latitude  of  4  1"  fouth,  to  the  fouthcrn  extre- 
mity of  TIerra  del  Fucgo,  is  likcvvife  very  little 
known  ;  and  I  entertain  no  doubt,  had  not  our 
]atc  examination  on  the  coaft  of  Nbrth-Wcft 
America,  fo  delayed  our  return  to  the  fouthcrn 
hcmifpherc,  as  to  prevent  my  carrying  the  orders 
I  had  received  into  effect,  that  I  fliould  have  de- 
rived great  fatiifadion  from  a  furvey  and  invefti- 
gation  of  the  fliorcs  of  that  interefting  country^ 
If,  however,  by  that  portion  of  his  Majcfty's 
commands,  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  exe- 
cute, it  lliall  appear  that  a  decifion  may  as  juftly 
now  take  place,  refpeding  any  navigable  com- 
munication between  the  waters  of  the  Pacific 
and  Atlantic  oceans,  within  the  limits  of  our  fur- 
vey, as  on  the  hypothefis  which  gave  as  a  coun- 
terpoife  to  the  globe  a  fojiiJiern  continent,  and 
which  the  indefatigable  diligence  of  Captain 
Cook  completely  fubvcrtcd,  I  fliould  hope  that 
the  purpofe  for  which  his  Majefty  commanded 
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the  expedition  to  be  undertaken,  will  not  be 
confidered  as  having  failed  for  want  of  ^al  or 
perfeverance,  though  it  Piould  hereafter  be  found 
incomplete  for  want  of  judgment  and  ability. 

There  were  few  objeds  to  which  I  had  paid 
more  attention,  or  had  more  fmccrely  at  heart, 
than  that  of  obferving  fuch  a  condud,  at  all 
times,  towards  the  feveral  tribes  of  Indians,  with 
whom  we  fliould  frequently  meet,  as  (liould  pre- 
vent the  neccflity  of  our  reforting  to  any  mea- 
fures  that  might  endanger  the  lives  of  a  people, 
whofe  real  intentions  were  always  likely  to  be 
mifunderftood,  from  a  want  of  knowledge  in  us 
of  their  refpedive  dialeds  or  languages.  After 
having  refided,  as  it  were,  amongft  them  for  more 
than  two  years,  without  having  had  the  leaft  oc- 
cafion  to  fire  a  (liot  in  anger,  I  had  fondly  hoped 
that  I  fliould  have  been  enabled  to  have  com- 
pleted our  refearches  in  thofe  before  untrodden 
regions,  without  the  lofs  of  life  to  a  fmgle  indi- 
vidual belonging  to  the  countries  wc  might  yet 
find  it  necefTary  to  vifit.  In  this  my  anxious  con- 
cern for  the  great  caufe  of  humanity  I  was,  how- 
ever, difappointed.  The  number  of  Indians  from 
Traitor's  cove  which  fell  in  the  unprovoked  attack 
upon  our  boats,  on  the  12th  of  Augufl,  1/93, 
could  not  be  afcertairicd  ;  but,  independently  of 
this  unfortunate  affair,  I  do  not  know  of  more 
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than  two  men  who  afterwards  led  their  lives  iit 
confequencc  of  our  expeditions,  from  the  Dif- 
covery  or  Chatham.  Thcfc  unlucky  events  did 
not,  however,  fail  to  produce  in  my  mind  much 
ibrrow  and  regret,  from  which  I  could  find  no 
relief  but  in  the  confoling  refledion,  that  nothing 
but  the  moll  urgent  ncccfiity,  for  our  own  pre- 
fervation,  would  have  compelled  us  to  have 
adopted  coercive  mcafurcs.  ^ 

From  the  firft  moment  of  my  appointment,  tor 
the  hour  in  which  I  refigncd  the  ftation  I  had  fa 
long  held,  the  health  of  every  individual  under 
my  command  had  been  my  firft  care;  and  I  had 
now  the  unfpeakable  happinefs  of  beholding  the 
fame  perfons  return  on  board  the  Difcovery  to  the 
river  Shannon,  in  perfcd:  health,  as  had  failed 
with  me  from  the  river  Thames,  excepting  fuch 
of  the  officers  as  had  officially  been  fent  home,  or 
had  been  promoted  in  the  Chatham ;  the  feven- 
teen  fcamen  left  at  St.  Helena,  to  afTift  in  navi- 
gating the  MacafTar  to  England*,  and  the  under- 
mentioned individuals,  who  were  unhappily  loft 
in  the  courfc  of  the  expedition.  ^     t 

■  John  Brown,  carpenter's  mate,  drowned  by 
accident,  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  off  the 
fouth  ForelancV  3d  of  February,  l/Ql. 

Neil  Coil,  marine,  died  of  the  flux,  communl- 

•  Arrived  all  well  the  'i2d  ef  Xovembcr.  \7'Ji.  '   • 
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cated  to  the  Difcovery,  at  the  cape  of  Good 
Hope,  by  an  infedcd  ihip  from  Eatavia,  ;th  of 
Au^uft,  1791. 

Joleph  Murgatroyd,  one  of  the  carpenter's 
crew,  miffing  at  Tea  the  2lftof  January,  1793. 

John  Carter,  feamcn,  poifoncd  by  eating  muf- 
cles,  in  Poifon  cove,  15th  June,  17Q3. 

Ifaac  Wooden,  drowned  by  accident,  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  off  Wooden's  rock,  the 
24th  of  Auguft,  1794. 

Richard  Jones,  drowned  by  accident,  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  between  the  port  of  Val- 
paraifo  and  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena,  21  ft  of 
June,  1795. 

By  this  Hft  it  will  appear  that,  from  the  1 5th 
of  December,  in  the  year  1 790,  to  this  13  th  day 
of  September,  1  795,  comprehending  a  fpace  of 
four  years  eight  months  and  twenty- nine  days, 
we  had  loft  out  of  our  complement  of  one  hun- 
dred men,  only  one  man  by  difcafe :  and  at  the 
time  of  our  parting  with  the  Chatham*  at  St. 
Helena,  ihe  had  not,  in  the  courfe  of  the  whole 
voyage  loft  a  fmgle  man,  either  in  confequencc 
of  ill  health,  or  from  any  accident  whatever. 

The  unfortunate  lofs  of  thefe  five  nen  from 
the  Difcovery  produced  in  me  infinite  regret,  but 
when  I  adverted  to  the  very  dangerous  fervice  in 
which  we  had  been  fo  long  employed,  and  the 

*  Arrived  all  well  17th  of  Ottober  \7^r>.    ' 
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many  perilous  fituations  from  v\'hich  wc  had  pro- 
videntially been  extricated,  with  all  poiTible  ado- 
ration, humility,  and  gratitude,  I  offered  up  my 
unfeigned  thanks  to  the  Great  Disposer  of 
ALL  HUMAN  EVENTS,  for  the  protedlion  which 
thus,  in  his  unbounded  wifdom  and  goodnefs  he 
had  been  pleafed,  on  all  occafions,  to  vouchfafe 
unto  us,  and  which  had  now  happily  reftored  us 
to  our  country,  our  families,  and  our  friends.       ^ 


n 


!?( 


M 


y'  'Wi' 


I 


END  OF  THE  JOURNAL, 


.;    .'i, 


/  f   '! 


.'•    )'■.  -'',»   '••    '. . 


.; 


r.'Ah 


"■.M-..  - 


ill      i.' 


I 


'■   '-I;!:    -rj) 


J?  >■;  i.tj    !    >"f-_»7 


i->  •  :.j  U' 


A    NOTES 


ln;>' 


41 


vl 


SEPT. 

I  pro- 
;  ado- 
ip  my 

ER  OP 

which 
lefs  he 
ichfafe 
)red  us 
,ds. 


[■■0. 


vv 


lOTES 


;'';^   1' 


■v^^- 


(  387  ) 


NOTES 


AND 


■:  ;  ,-:J  o-:-*! 


MISCELLANEOUS  OBSERVATIONS.     ;. 

SINCE  my  return  to  England  I  have  had  ie* 
veral  converfations  with  Captain  Colnctt, 
relative  to  the  capture  of  his  vclTcl  at  Nootka,  and 
the  treatment  that  himfelf,  officers,  and  crew, 
received  from  the  Spaniards  during  the  time  they 
remained  at  that  place,  and  afterwards  whilft 
they  were  prifoners  at  St.  Bias;  from  the  whole 
of  which  it  will  appear,  t.hat  he  had  been  ex- 
tremely ill  ufed,  and  that  no  dependence  is  to  be 
placed  on  the  accounts  given  to  Sen*"  Quadra,  or 
myfclf,  by  the  American  commanders,  who  arc 
ftatcd  to  have  been  eye-wltnclfcs  of  moft  of  the 
tranfii6tions.  The  documents  and  papers  which 
Captain  Colnett  has  fmcc  produced  to  me,  fully 
prove  that  the  Americans  wilfully  mifrcprefented 
the  whole  affair,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  charad:cr, 
and  tlic  interclt  of  his  Britannic  Majcfty's  fub- 
Jccls,  engaged  in  commercial  purfuitson  thccoaft 
of  North  Well  America.  ;-|,  .;  ..,/y 
^,,  ^Ia^ing  been  particularly  careful  to  ftate  all 
the   important  cirLumllances  that  came  to  my 
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knowledge  during  my  negoclatiort  -with  Sen* 
Quadra,  whether  they  were  fuch  as  tended  to 
cftablifli  the  claims,  or  militate  againft  the  prc- 
teniions,  of  the  Britifli  crown  to  the  territories  at 
Nootka,  I  have  thought  it  proper,  in  addition  to 
what  has  been  already  related,  to  give  the  follow- 
ing brief  account  of  the  capture  of  the  Argonaut, 
as  reprcfented  to  me  by  Captain  Colnett. 

The  fettlement  which  Captain  Colnett  had  in 
contemplation  to  make  at  Nootka,  had  been  con- 
certed at  Macao,  in  November,  178Q,  at  the 
time  he  entered  into  copartnerflilp  with  feveral 
Englifh  gentlemen  reildent  at  that  place. 

On  this  occafion,  Captain  Colnett  made  it  his 
particular  buflnefs  to  become  informed  with  re- 
fpe<$l  to  the  property  which  thofe  gentlemen  held 
in  the  two-  veflels,  the  North  Weft  America  and 
Ephigenia,  then  ok  the  coaft  of  Nootka;  for  as 
to  the  land,  he  entertained  no  doubt  of  its  be- 
longing to  Great  Britain,  as  the  fubje^ts  of  that 
ftate  were  the  firft  European  people  who  had  dif- 
covered  the  country ;  and  he  was  further  well 
fatisficd,  that  no  other  power  whatever  had  a 
right  to  difpoflefs  the  gentlemen  with  whom  he 
had  engaged,  of  their  property  at  Nootka,  bccaufe 
he  and  they  confidcred  it  to  be  cxclufively  their 
Qwn.  The  intention  of  formins;  a  fettlement 
was  known  to  Mr.  Hud{(-)n  before  his  departure 
in  the  Princefs  Royal  from  Macao^;.  and  on  his 
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arrival  before  Caprain  Colr.ett  at  Nootka,  fuch 
intention  was  moil  probably  communicated  to 
the  Spaniards  and  '■he  native  Indians,  who  ap- 
peared to  have  bfcn  lonti;  in  expc*^.itlon  of  the 
Argonaut's  arrival,  and  had  rcfcrved  the  grcatcft 
part  of  their  furs  for  the  purnofc  of  exclian['lng 
them  with  Captain  Colnett,  for  the  articles  v>  idi 
which,  they  had  learned,  his  vcffei  would  be 
freighted. 

Under  the  ideas  which  Captain  Coinett  enter- 
tained, that  this  part  of  the  coaft  of  North  Weft 
America  belonged  to  Great  Britain,  he  had  no 
fear  of  entering  any  of  its  ports,  becaufe  he  was 
duly  authorized  by  the  South  Sea  company  to 
trade  in  thofc  feas,  and  had  leave  to  abfent  him- 
felf  from  his  Majefty's  fervice,  being  at  that  time 
a  lieutenant  in  the  royal  navy.  As  a  defence 
againft  hoflile  Indians,  the  Argonaut  had  twelve 
carriage  guns,  bcfide  fwlvels  and  fmall  arms;  but 
not  apprehending  any  thing  unfriendly  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Nootka,  nor  having  become  ac- 
fiuaintcd  before  he  left  China,  that  any  difference 
cxiiled  bccvveen  the  courts  of  London  and  Ma- 
drid, when  he  ai rived  oiY  Nootka,  on  the  3d  of 
July,  1  "yn,  tlu-  guns  of  the  A^rgonaut  were  dif- 
nrmntcd,  and  were  ill  in  the  hokl  of  the  veiTel. 

About  nine  o'clock  that  evennig,  when  a,\:  the 
diftance  of  about  three  leagues  I'roin  the  entrance 
into  the  port,  a  boat  was  oblcrved  coming  to- 
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wards  the  Argonaut ;  but,  as  the  weather  was 
%  ery  hizy,  it  could  not  be  difcovcrcd  to  what  na- 
tion it  belonged.  On  being  hailed,  the  perfons 
in  her  laid  upon  their  oars,  and  requefted,  in  Spa- 
nilli.  pcrmiffiun  to  come  on  board,  with  which 
Captain  Cohiett  inftantly  complied.  Soon  after 
another  Spaniili  boat,  and  one  belonging  to  an 
American  vcficl,  came  alongfide  his  vciTel,  and 
Captain  Colnett  now  undcrftood  that  there  were 
two  Spanllh  men  of  war,  and  an  American  fliip 
and  iloop,  at  anchor  in  Friendly  cove.  On  re- 
ceiving this  information,  Captain  Colnett  hcfi- 
tated  for  fomc  time,  whether  he  fiiould,  or  not, 
go  into  Friendly  cove;  as  he  had  fomc  doubts  as 
to  the  propriety  of  putting  himfelf  under  the 
command  of  Spanifli  fliips  of  war.  This  objec- 
tion being  made  known  to  Don  Martinez,  who 
had  arrived  in  the  firft  boat,  he  requeued,  through 
an  interpreter,  that  Captain  Colnett  would,  ncver- 
thelefs,  afford  him  fome  affiftancc,  as  the  vcfTels 
under  his  command  were  in  great  diilrefs  for  the 
want  of  provifions  and  other  neceffarics ;  and  as 
he  had  paid  fome  attention  to  Mr.  Hudfon,  the 
commander  of  the  Princcfs  Royal,  one  of  the  four 
veflels  under  Captal'i  Colnctt's  diredions  (as 
would  be  feen  by  a  letter  which  lie  produced  to 
Captain  Colnett  from  Mr.  Hudfon)  Martinez 
hoped  Captain  Colnett  would  not  be  wanting 
in  u  return  of  civility,   and  intreatcd  him,  in  the 
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moft  carncft  manner,  to  enter  Friendly  cove; 
pledging  his  word  of  honor,  not  only  as  com" 
mander  in  chief  of  all  the  Ihips  belonging  to  his 
Catholic  Majcfty,  on  the  northern  coalb  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  but  alfo  as  nephew  to  the  viceroy, 
and  in  his  capacity  at  Nootka,  as  the  rcprefen- 
tative  of  the  king  of  Spain ;  that  Captain  Colnctt 
Ihould  be  at  liberty  to  depart  whenever  he  might 
think  proper  ;  Don  Martinez  ftating,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  was  then  at  Nootka  for  the  fole 
purpoic  of  watching  the  operations  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Ruflians.  Thefe  affurances  induced 
Captain  Colnctt  to  conlider  Don  Martinez  as  an 
officer  of  high  rank  and  clKira(iler ;  and  as  he 
did  not  entertain  the  moll  dillant  idja  that  any 
falfchood  was  attempted  to  be  impofed  upon  him, 
or  that  he  was  in  the  leafl:  dandier  of  beinir  treated 
by  Martinez  with  duplicity,  he  futfcrcd  the  St>a- 
nifli  launches  to  tow  the  Argcjnaut  into  port, 
where  flic  did  not  arrive  until  midniaht. 

The  next  morning  Don  Martinez  inviied  Cap- 
tain Colnett  to  brcakfali:  on  board  the  rrincida, 
and  afterwards  accompanied  him  on  his  return  to 
the  Argonaut,  where  Captain  Colnctt  oracrcd 
fuch  provifions  and  {lores  as  lie  could  fparc  to  be 
got  to  hand,  gave  a  lift  of  them  to  Don  Martinez, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  rcquelled  his  acceptance 
of  them,  with  which  civility  he  dppeared  to  be 
highly   plcafed  and  thoroughly   fatisfied.     Don 
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Martinez  had  not  been  long  on  board  the  Argo- 
naut before  he  felc6led  Captain  Colnett's  boat- 
fvvain  from  the  reft  of  the  crew,  who  being  a  na- 
tive of  Gibraltar,  fpoke  the  Spanilh  language  very 
fluently.  After  fome  convcrfation  with  this 
man,  Don  Martinez  demanded  him  of  Captain 
Colnett,  as  a  iubjcd:  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and 
as  the  boatfwain  was  very  defirous  of  leaving  the 
Argonaut,  Captain  Colnett  remitted  the  balance 
then  due  from  him  on  account  of  his  wages,  and 
dlfchargcd  him  from  his  fervice.  This  circum- 
ftance  was  by  no  means  a  pleafant  one  to  Captain 
Colnett;  but,  as  Don  Martinez  feemedto  be  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  obtain  the  releafe  of  this  man. 
Captain  Cohiett  did  not  think  it  would  have  been 
prudent  to  have  refiiled  his  application.  His 
doubts,  however,  of  the  profefled  fmccrity  of 
Don  Martinez,  became  increafed,  by  his  foon 
difcovering  that  the  Indians  declined  all  fort  of 
trade  with  the  Argonaut.  This  induced  him  to 
determine  upon  leaving  Friendly  cove  with  all 
poflible  difpa^ch,  and  he  acquainted  Don  Marti- 
nez that  he  purpofcd  to  depart  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day.  Upon  this  the  Spanilli  officer  offered 
his  launch  to  affift  the  Argonaut  out  of  the  cove; 
and  it  was  at  this  time  agreed,  that  the  articles 
■with  which  Captain  Colnett  could  fupply  Don 
Martinez,  ihould  be  fcnt  to  him  by  the  return  of 
the  Spanifh  launch.     The  promifed  affillance  of 
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this  boat  not  arriving  fo  foon  as  Captain  Colnctt 
had  expected,  he  fent  one  of  his  mates  to  Don 
Martinez,  for  the  purpofc  of  reminding  him  of 
his  engagement,  and  to  procure  the  launch ;  but, 
to  his  great  furprize,   inftead  of  the  officer  re- 
turning with  the  Spanifh  boat,  Captain  Colnett 
received  a  mcirage  from  Don  Martinez,  defiring 
that  he  would  inftantly  repair  on  board  the  Prin- 
ciiTa,  and  produce  his  fliip's  papers  for  his  exami- 
nation.    With  this  requeft  Captain  Colnctt  im- 
mediately   complied,   and    Don   Martinez    had 
fcarcely  looked  at  them,  before  he  pofitivcly  af- 
ferted  that  they  were  all  forgeries,  although  he  did 
not  undcrftand  a  fingic  word  of  the  language  in 
which  they  were  written.     With  this  declaration 
he  threw  them  on  the  table,  and  infifted  that  the 
Argonaut  Ihould  not  fail  from  Nootka  until  he 
ihould  think  proper  to  grant  permlffion  for  her 
departure.     On  Captain  Colnctt  complaining  of 
this  breach  of  promife  and  good  faith,  Martinez 
quitted  the  cabin  in  an  apparent  rage,  and  in- 
Itantly  difpatched  an  armed  party  from  the  deck, 
who,  alter  knocking  Captain  Colnett  down,  ar- 
refted  him,   and  detained  him  as  a  prifoncr  on 
board  the  PrlncilTa.     Don  Martinez  then  fent  his 
launch  on  board  the  Argonaut;  ftruck  the  Bri- 
ti(h,  and   hoiftcd   Spanifh,   colours;  ordered  the 
Columbia,  an  American  iliip,  to  fire   into  the 
Argonaut  if  flie  attempted  to  unmoor;  made  the 

officers 
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officers  prifoncrs,  and   put  the  crew  into  irons. 
Attcr  this  the  vellcl  was  unloaded,  and  every  in- 
dividual  was  robbed  of  fuch  parts  of  his  private 
property   as  was  chofen  by   the  Spaniards.     In 
this  fituation   the   Argonaut,  officers,   and  crew, 
remained  for  ten  days,  when  the  Princefs  Royal 
appeared  in  the  offing;  and  on  Mr.  FluJfon,  her 
commander,   being  perceived  by  Martinez  to  be 
coming  near  the  lliore  in  his  boat,  he  fentout  his 
launch  armed,  feizcd  the  boat,  and  brought  Mr. 
Hndfon   on   board   the  Prlnciira,   where  a  letter 
was  prepared  ior  him  to  fign,  ordering  the  offi- 
cer, whom  he  had  left  in  charge  of  his  vcfTcl,  to 
deliver  her  up  v.ilhout  anv  refiftance.     At  the 
yard-arm  was  rove  a  rq-e,  with  which  Mr.  Hud- 
ibn  was   threatened  to  be  hanged,  if  he  declined 
iigning  the  letter,  or  if  the  {loop  under  his  com- 
mand  £!"!0uld  fire   at  the   hiiuicli  then   ready  to 
carry  the  propofed  letter,  and  which,  under  thefc 
circumflances,  he  was  compelled  to  fign  on  boarcj 
the  PrincifTa. 

From  the  5th  to  the  1  1th  of  July,  i;90,  ar- 
rangements were  making  on  board  the  Argonaut 
for  the  confinement  of  the  officers  and  crew 
during  their  pcilfage  from  Nootka  to  St.  Blat', 
\vhither  Captain  Colnett  was  given  to  underftand 
they  would  be  fent  as  prilbners.       •       "    - 

The  treatment  which  Captain  Culnctt  received 
whilll  on  board  the  Princillii  had  nearly  proved 

fatal 
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tcital  to  him;  he  was  fcized  with  a  violent  fever, 
attended  with  a  delirium,  which  did  not  abate 
until  he  was  removed  on  board  his  own  velTcl ;  here 
he  was  made  a  elofe  pri Toner,  and  confined  to  the 
mate's  cabin,  a  place  not  fix  feet  fqiiare.  Such 
parts  of  the  Argonaut's  c:irgo  as  Martinez  thought 
proper  to  rejed,  were  returned  into  tlic  veflel 
again,  and  all  the  officers,  and  fixteen  of  the 
crew,  who  were  Britifli  ful)je(!:^s,  were,  on  tlie 
1  1th  of  July,  fent  in  the  Argonaut  under  con- 
finement from  Nootka  to  St.  Bias. 

Notwithftandini!;  the  fj;reat  diilint^tion  with 
which  it  had  been  reprcfented  to  Sen'  Quadra, 
and  urged  by  him  to  me.  Captain  Colnett  had 
been  received  on  hi.s  arrival  at  this  port,  and 
which  he  does  not  deny,  in  point  of  treatment, 
was  infinitely  better  than  he  had  experienced 
during  the  time  he  was  under  the  power  and 
directions  of  Martinez;  yet  the  remainder  of  his 
cargo,  ftores  and  provifions,  was  taken  from  out 
of  his  veffcl  at  St.  Bins,  and  a  part  only  of  the 
former  was  afterwards  rcllored,  whilil  the  wages 
of  the  Spanifli  navy  that  were  paid  to  him,  for 
liimlelf,  olFicers,  and  crew,  were  nearly  counter- 
balanced by  the  heavy  expences  brought  agaifift 
his  ilii})'s  company  during  the  time  of  their  cap- 
tivity, for  their  maintenance,  medical  and  other 
adiftance. 

Tiic  hardlliips  which  were  endured,  according 
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to  Captain  Colnctt's  rcprcicntation,  by  himfclf, 
his  otFiccis,  and  the  fixtec u  Britifli  ieamen,  during 
a  pallage  ot' tl  irty-two  d.us  to  St.  Bias,  are  not 
to  be  dcfcrllKd ;  but  as  a  detail  of  thefe  circum- 
ftanccs  would  lead  me  into  extraneous  matter, 
unconnciled  vvitli  the  objeA  (the  ce^don  of  the 
territories  at  Nootka)  which  made  a  ftatcmcnt 
of  Captain  CVAnett's  tranli'.dions  in  Friendly 
co\e  neccflary  in  the  former  part  of  my  journal, 
1  Ihall  forbear  to  mention  any  thing  on  that  head, 
and  only  infert  a  palfage,  tranflatcd  from  the 
Spanifli  pairport,  granted  by  the  viceroy  of  Mexico 
to  Captain  Colnett,  at  the  time  of  the  rclloration 
of  his  vefTcl,  and  his  liberation  from  the  Spaniih 
territories  in  America  ;  by  which  it  will  appear, 
that  although  Dun  Ellcvan  Martinez  had  no  cfpe- 
cial  directions  to  capture  cither  the  Argonaut, 
Princefs  Royal,  or  any  other  Hritifli  fhip,  yet  all 
veirds  not  belonging  to  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
might  have  been  retained  at  Nootka  as  good  and 
lawful  prizes:  this  will  neccffarily  leave  the  reader 
in  fome  doubt  as  to  the  means  that  were  pur- 
fucd  by  the  American  traders  then  at  Nootka,  to 
preferve  the  privileges  whicii  they  fecm  to  have 
enjoyed  ;  and  I  Ihall  conclude  this  relation  of  the 
bufmefs  from  the  teftimony  of  Captain  Colnett, 
by  briefly  flating  how  he  conducted  himfelf,  on 
receiving  a  fubfcqucnt  pafl'port  from  the  viceroy 

of  Mexico. 
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"  The  conduct  of  this  rfHccr"  (Don  Eftcvan 
Joft  M  rtinez)  "  was  found.-d  on  laws  and  royal 
orders,  which  not  only  do  abfolutcly  prohibit  the 
ncgociatioii,  eltabli'hmcnt,  and  commerce,  of 
aliens  >n  our  tofifls  of  the  fouth  fcas  of  both 
Americas;  but  ordain  alfo,  that  tliey  the  fald 
aliens,  fhall  be  looked  upon  and  treated  as  de- 
clared enemies,  without  its  beiniz;  undcrftood  to 
be  a  breach  of  the  good  faith,  or  contrary  to  the 
treaties  of  peace ;  for  in  that  concluded  in  the 
year  ]  7G0,  and  confirmed  in  the  fecond  article  of 
that  in  1/03,  the  arrival  of  all  alien  veiTels,  or 
their  introdud;ion,  pafTiige,  or  commerce  on  the 
faid  coiflrs,  are  completely  prohibited. 

"  Under  thefe  circumilances,  agreed  to  by  the 
treating  parties,   and   pofitive  declarations  of  the 
court  of  Spain,  the  vciTjIs  Argonaut  and  Princefj; 
Royal  might  have  been  retained  as  good  and  law- 
ful prizes;  but,  being   defirous  to  preferve  that 
harmony   which  at  prcfents   exifts  between  our 
court  and  that  of  London,  and  confidering  alfo 
that  the  fovereigns  of  both  kingdoms  will,  upon 
reafon able  and  jull  terms,  amicably  agree  to  tire 
reftoration  of  the   faid  veflclsj  I  grant  a  free  and 
fafe  palTport  to  their  Captains  James  Colnett  and 
Thomas  Hudfon,  that  they  may  proceed  to  Ma- 
cao, or  fail  to  any  other  place  they  may   choofc, 
with  the  cxprcfs  prohibition   that  they  ihall  nut. 
put  into   any  port  or  bay  of  our  c/n-iSu  without 
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fome  very  prcffing  ncccfiity,  or  cftablifh  thcm- 
fclvcs  there,  or  trade  in  them  with  the  Indians, 
becaufe  they  may  do  this  in  other  places  or  iflands 
not  the  dominions  of  his  Catholic  Majefty." 

After  Captain   Colnett  had  received  this  pafl- 
port,  he  petitioned  the  viceroy  that  he  might  be 
permitted  to  difpofe  of  the  remaining  part  of  his 
cargo  on  the  coaft  of  North  Wefl:  America,  but 
this  was  pofitively  refufed  by  the  viceroy,  who 
ftated  thc.t  he  was  bound  to  give  that  pre  Terence 
to  the  fubjeds  of  his  Catholic  Majefty.     Not- 
withftanding  that  he  did  not  grant  Captain  Col- 
nett   this    indulgence,   he    tranfmitted    to    him 
another  paiTport,  in  which  Captain  Colnett  was 
directed  to  proceed  to  Nootka,  with  orders  to  the 
commanding   officer   there,    to   deliver  up    the 
Princcis  llo\  al,  which  velfcl  had  been  diredicd  to 
repair  to  that  port,  after  having  been  fome  months 
employed   in   the  Spaniih  fervice.     On  Captain 
Co'nctt's  return   to  Nootka  he  did  not  find  ..nc 
Princcib  Royal   there,   nor  could   he   learn  any 
tidings  of  her  deftination,  and  therefore  he  made 
the  bell:  of  his  way  from  Nootka  to  Macao,  agree- 
ably to  the   injunctions  contained  in  the  lecond 
paifport  trom  tlie  viceroy  of  Mexico.        ;     ,    '  '. 
In  the  year  1  792,  the  fur  trade,  between  the 
north -weft   coaft  of  America   and   China,  gave 
employment  to  upv»ards   of  twenty  fail  oflhips 
and  vcfills,  ■v^hofe  names,  and  the  countries  to 

which 
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%vhlch  they  belonji,  1  have  thought  proper  to  in- 
fert,  for  the  ptirpolc  of  flicwing  that  my  opinions, 
rcfpcding  the  value  of  this  trade,  were  not  only 
founded  upon  obfcrvation,  but  confirmed  by  the 
pradice  of  feveral  European  Hates,  and  adven- 
turers from  the  Afiatic,  Chincfe,  and  American 
Ihores* 


^  i". 


ships  and  vcfTcIs. 

Ship  Butterworth, 
Sloop  Le  Boo,  ' 

Cutter  Jackal, 
Brig  Three  Brothers, 


Comman.iers. 

Brown, 

Sharp, 

Steward, 

Alder, 


Schooner  Prince  William  Henry,  Kwen, 


Ship  Jenny, 
Brig  Halcyon, 
Brig  Venus, 
Snow  — — 


Brig 

Brier 


Ship  Columbia, 
•Sloop  Adventure, 

(Built  at  Claj'Oiiuot,  iciKicr  to  the  Columbia) 

Ship  Jcfii^rfon, 

Brig  Hope, 

Brig  Hancock, 

Brig  Walhii.gton, 

Ship  Margaret, 

Ship  Ephigenia,        '    *»j '  ., 

Brig  Fenis  and  St.  Jofeph, 

Ship ,     -  -  . 


Baker, 

Barclay, 

Shepherd, 

Moor, 

Coftidge, 

Barnett, 

Gray, 

}    Hul'well, 

Roberts, 
Jngraham, 
Crowell, 
Kendrick, 
Magie, 
'  ''A  Viaiia, 
Andrede, 
Unknown. 


to  wlut  country  beloii|1n{j 

London. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto.      .    i.y- 
ditto. 
Briflol.  •; 

Bengal. 

ditto. 
Canton. 

ditto. 

ditto. 
Bollon,  America. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 
New  York. 
Portugal. 

ditto. 
France. 


:,  Befidc  thcfc,  the  vciil-Is  already  mentioned  in 
my  journal,  belonging  to  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
frequently  reforted  to  the  port  of  Nootka. 

When  fuch  a  fpirlt  for  enterprizc  as  this,  is 

thus 
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thus  manifefted  by  the  people  of  fo  many  clirfe- 
rent  nations,  and  diredcd  from  all  quarters  of  the 
globe  to  thefe  fliores,  there  can  remain  no  more 
doubt,  with  refpedl  to  the  commercial  advan- 
tages which  are  likely  to  be  attendant  on  fuch 
fpeculations,  than  that  many  unjuft  proceedings 
will  take  place  amongft  the  feveral  perfons  con- 
cerned, who,  in  the  avidity  for  promoting  their 
refpeftive  interefts,  become  competitors  for  thq 
commodity  of  which  each  is  in  purfuit,  and  dc- 
ftroy  the  general  benefits  which,  under  wife  and 
good  regulations  would  refult  to  all.  A  retro- 
fpedive  view  of  thefe  clrcumftances,  and  the  be- 
haviour of  Sen""  Quadra,  in  the  negociatlon  which, 
with  him  I  had  the  honour  to  condud,  refpecft- 
Ing  the  ceffion  of  the  territories  at  Nootka  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  will  ferve  to  (hew  in 
what  an  important  light  the  court  of  Spain  be- 
holds her  interefts  in  this  valuable  country,  and 
what  alfo  are  the  commercial  advantages  that 
moft  probably  would  accrue  to  the  adventurers 
on  the  coaft,  were  their  dealings  properly  re- 
trained, and  their  general  conduct  wifely  regu- 
lated. 

Although  we  did  not  meet  with  any  Ruffian 
velfcls  at  Nootka,  yet  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 
the  people  of  that  nation  are  more  likely  than 
thofe  of  any  other  to  fucceed  in  procuring  furs, 
and  the  other  valuable  commodities,  from  the/c 
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fhores,  with  which  a  moft  beneficial  trade  might 
be  eftabliflicd  between  North-Weft  America, 
Japan,  and  the  northern  parts  of  China.  Of  this 
I  was  well  perfuaded,  from  the  accounts  I  re- 
ceived from  SymlotF,  and  from  my  own  obfer- 
vations  on  the  general  condu6l  of  the  Ruflians 
towards  the  Indians,  in  the  feveral  places  where 
we  found  them  under  their  controul  and  direc- 
tion. Had  the  natives  about  the  Ruffian  eftab- 
lifhments  in  Cook's  inlet,  and  Prince  William's 
found  been  oppreffed,  dealt  hardly  by,  or  treated 
by  the  Ruffians  as  a  conquered  people,  fome 
uneafinefs  amongft  them  would  have  been  per- 
ceived, fome  defirc  for  emancipation  would  have 
been  difco\'ered ;  but  no  fuch  difpofition  ap- 
peared, they  fs^emed  to  be  held  in  no  rcftraint> 
nor  did  they  fccm  to  wifli,  on  any  occafion  what- 
ever, to  elude  the  vigilance  of  their  dired:orsi 
For  fome  of  our  commodities  that  were  valuable 
to  them,  they  would  offer  their  furs  in  ex- 
change ;  but  in  no  inftance  did  they  propofc  any 
thing  of*  the  kind  tor  fale  to  the  dilkd vantage  of 
their  employers.  The  Ruffians,  moft  likely,  un- 
able to  reduce  the  inhabitants  of  the  infular  coun- 
try to  the  fouth-eaftward  from  Crofs  found,  have 
preferred  to  fit  down  amongft  thofe  to  the  weft- 
ward  ;  where,  from  the  compadncfs  of  the  CQaft, 
and  the  lofty  inipallable  mountains  which  ap- 
VoL.  VI.  D  d  proach 
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proach  the  fea  Ihore,  the  natives  arc  reftrained 
from  indulging  in  the  wandering  life  to  which 
their  more  callern  neighbours  are  accuftomed, 
and  who  being  a  much  more  warlike  race,  may 
poffibly  have  been  found  by  the  Ruffians  to  be 
lefs  tra<5lable. 

Notwithftanding  that  our  furvey  o£  the  coaft 
of  North-Weft  America  has  afforded  to  our 
minds  the  moft  fatisfaftory  proof  that  np  navi- 
l^able  communication  whatever  exifts  between 
the  North  Pacific  and  North  Atlantic  Oceans, 
from  the  30th  to  the  56th  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, nor  between  the  water  of  the  Pacific,  nor 
any  of  the  lakes  or  rivers  in  the  interior  part  of 
continent  of  North  America  ;  yet,  as  it  is  very 
difficult  to  undeceive,  and  more  fo  to  convince 
the  human  mind,  when  prcpoflcfled  of  long 
adopted  notions,  however  erroneoufly  they  may 
have  been  founded,  and  efpecially  when  circum- 
ftances  may  be  reforted  to  which  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  capable  of  furnifhing  new  mat- 
ter for  ingenious  Speculative  opinions,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  ftate,  that  although,  from  un- 
avoidable circumftanccs,  Mr.  Broughton*  was 
compelled,  in  his  examination  of  Columbia  river, 
to  defift  from  attempting  to  afcertain  the  navi- 
jp'rable  extent  of  the  feveral  fmall  branches  which 

*  Xow  n  poft  cantain  in  the  royal  navy. 
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fall  into  that  river,  yet  that  gentleman  was  tho- 
roughly convinced  from  the  view  he  had  ob- 
tained of  each,  and  the  circumftances  attendant 
on  them  all,  that  no  one  of  thofe  branches  ad- 
mitted of  any  navigable  communication  what- 
ever with  the  interior  country.  ,  ,  . .  ; 
With  refpe(ft  to  the  ancient  difcoveries  of  De 
Fuca,  they  appear  to  be  upheld  by  tradition 
alone,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  received  with 
great  latitude,  and  to  be  credited  with  ftill  more 
caution.  A  celebrated  writer  on  geography*  ap- 
pears to  have  been  perfectly  convinced  that  this 
oral  teftimony  was  corredt,  although  he  candidly 
acknowledges  that  **  we  have  no  other  than  ver- 
bal report  of  De  Fuca's  difcovery ;  he  commu- 
nicated the  information  to  Mr.  Lock  at  Venice> 
and  offered  to  perform  a  voyage,"  I  prefume,  for 
the  further  exploring  of  thofe  regions,  "  on  con- 
dition of  having  payment  of  the  great  loiTes  he 
had  fuftained,  to  the  value  of  fixty  thoufand  du- 
cats, wiicn  captured  by  Sir  Thomas  Cavendifh  in 
the  South  Seas.  John  de  Fuca,  the  Greek  pilot, 
in  1592,  failed  into  a  broad  inlet,  between  the 
47th  and  48th  degrees,  which  led  him  into  a  far 
broader  fea,  wherein  he  failed  above  twenty  days, 
there  being  at  the  entrance  on  the  north -weft 

*  See  Dalrymple*s  plan  for  promoting  the  fur  trade.   17^9- 
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eoaft,  a  great  head-land  or  iiland,  with  an  ex- 
ccedhig  high  pinnacle  or  fpircd  rock,  like  a  pil- 
lar, thereupon."..;.^ . 

This  is  the  whole  that  can  be  collcd:cd  from 
the  inlbrmation  of  this  fuppofed  navigator;  which 
Mr.  Dalr)  mple  fays  exactly  correfponds  with  the 
difcovcries  of  the  Spaniards,  who  "  have  recently 
found  an  entrance  in  the   latitude  of  47^  45^ 
north,  which  in  tvventy-fcven  days' courfe  brought 
them  to  the  vicinity  of  Hudfon's  bay."  On  mak- 
ing inquiries  of  the  Spanifh  officers  attached  to 
the  commifiion  of  Sen'"  Mclafpina,  as  alfo  of  Sen'' 
Quadra,  and  feveral  of  the  officers  under  his  or- 
ders, who,  for  fome   time   pafb,   had  been  em- 
ployed in  fuch  refearchcs  relpecting  fo  important 
a  circumllancc,  1   was  given   to   undcrfland   by 
them  all,  that  my  communication  was  the  firil 
intelligence  they  had  ever  received  of  fuch  dif- 
covcries having  been  made  ;  and  as  to  the  navi- 
gators De  Fuca,  De  Fonte,  and  others,  thefe  gen- 
tlemen expected  to  have  derived  intelligence  of 
them  from  us,  fuppofing,  from  the  Englifh  pub- 
lications, that  wc  were  better  acquainted  with 
their  achievements  tiian  any  part  of  the  Spanifh 
nation.     A  commander   of  one  of  the   trading 
vcifels  met  with  fuch  a  pinnacle  rock  in  the  la- 
latitude  of  47"  J ;'',  but  unluckily  there  was  no 
opening  near  it,  to  identify  it  being  the   fame 
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>vhich  the  Greek  pi!r.t  had  fccu ;  but  tliis  c'a-- 
cumilancc  can  eafily  be  dilpenfcd  with,  for  the 
fake  of  fupporthig  an  hypothcfis,  only  by  fuppof- 
ing  the  opening  to  be  further  to  the  northward. 
That  fucli  a  rock  might  have  been  fecn  in  that 
latitude  is  not  to  be  queflioned,  bccaufe  we  faw 
numbers  of  them,  and  it  is  well  known,  that  not 
only  on  the  coaft  of  North-Wcfl  America,  but 
on  various  other  coafts  of  the  earth,  fuch  pinnacle 
rocks  are  found  to  cxift.  -    :^       :  'f..  r.'>    \ 

On  L£,cfe  grounds,  and  on  thcfc  alone,  ftands 
the  ancient  authority  for  the  dilcoveries  of  John.' 
Dc  Fuea ;  and  however  erroneous  tlicy  may  be, 
fccm  to  have  been  acknowledrrcd  by  moll  of  the 
recent  vifitors  to  this  cociil,  who  as  well  as  myfelf, 
(as  is  too  frequently  and  injudicioufly  the  cafe) 
have  been  led  to  follow  the  ilream  of  the  cur- 
rent report.  By  my  having  continued  the  name 
of  De  Fuca  in  my  journal  and  charts,  a  tacit  ac- 
knovvlcdgmcnt  of  his  difcoveries  may  poffibly, 
on  my  part,  be  inferred  ;  this  however,  I  mull 
pofitivcly  deny,  bccaufe  there  has  not  been  leea 
one  leadiniT  fcture  to  fubllantiate  his  tiadition : 
on  the  contrary,  the  fea  coaft  under  the  parallels 
between  which  this  opening  is  laid  to  have  ex- 
iftcd,  is  compad:!:  and  impenetrable  :  the  fliores 
of  the  continent  have  not  any  opening  whatever, 
that  bears  the  leaft  fimilitude  to  the  dcfcription 
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of  De  Fuca's  entrance  ;  and  the  opening  which 
I  have  called  the  fuppo/edJI raits  of  Juan  de  Fuca, 
inftead  of  being  between  the  47th  and  48th  de- 
grees, is  between  the  48th  and  49th  degrees  of 
north  latitude,  and  leads  not  into  a  far  broader 
fea  or  mediterranean  ocean.  The  error,  how- 
ever, of  a  degree  in  latitude  may,  by  the  advo- 
cates for  De  Fuca's  merits,  be  cafily  reconciled, 
by  the  ignorance  in  thofe  days,  or  the  incorrect- 
nefs  in  making  fuch  common  aftronomical  ob* 
fervations  ;  yet  we  do  not  find  that  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  who  failed  before  De  Fuca,  was  liable  to 
fuch  miftakes. 

The  difcoveries  of  the  Portuguefe  or  Spanifh 
admiral  De  Fonte,  De  Fonta,  or  De  Fuentes,  ap- 
pear to  be  equally  liable  to  objections,  as  thofe 
fa  id  to  have  been  made  by  De  Fuca.  Little  re- 
liance, I  truft,  will  hereafter  be  placed  on  that 
publication  of  De  Fonta's  account,*  wherein  it  i§ 
flatcd  that  "  He  failed  2O0  leagues  in  crookec} 
channels,  amongll  iflands,  named  the  Archipe- 
lago of  St.  Lazarus,  and  on  the  14th  of  June 
1G40,  he  came  to  a  river  which  he  named  Rio 
de  los  Reyes,  in  r>3°of  north  latitude  ;  he  went 
up  it  to  the  north-eaftward  Oo  leagues  ;  it  was 
frefh  20  leagues  from  the  mouth,  the  tide  rifmg 
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24  feet,  the  depth  not  lefs  than  four  or  five  fa- 
thoms at  low  water  all  the  way  into  lake  Belle, 
which  he  entered  the  22d  of  Jun'      in  this  lake 
there  was  generally  fix  or  feven  fathoms ;  and  at 
a  particular  time  of  tide  there  is  a  fail  in  the  lake; 
that  from  a  good  port  fheltered  by  an  ifland  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  lake  Belle,  Dc  Fonta  on  the  ift 
of  July  failed  in  his  boats  to  a  river  which  he 
named  Parmentiers ;  that  he  paiTed  eight  falls,  in 
all  thirty-two  feet  perpendicular,  from  its  fource 
in  lake  Belle,  into  a  large  lake  which  he  reached 
the  6th  of  July.     This  lake  he  named  De  Fonte; 
it  is  lOo  leagues  long,  and  Oo  broad,  lying  E.N.E. 
and  W.  S.  W.  in  length,  having  in  feme  places 
Oo  fathoms  depth,  abounding  with  cod  and  ling.'* 
It  is  here  necelfary  to  interrupt  the  thread  of 
De  Fonta's  curious  narrative  for  a  moment,  in 
order,  if  poflTible,  to  reconcile  the  nature  of  his 
voyage  with  his  ftatement  of  fa<5ls.     After  his  ar^ 
rival  in  R.io  de  los  Reyes,  he  failed  in  his  Ihip  Oo 
leagues  to  lake  Belle  ;  40  leagues  of  this  dillance 
were  frefli  water ;  and  then  in  his  boats,  through 
that  lake  and  the  river  Parmentiers  ;  where,  after 
palling  eight  falls  he  arrived  in  lake  de  Fonte, 
which  he  finds  abounding  with  cod  and  ling ;  but 
the  extent  of  lake  Belle  is  not  mentioned,  nor 
whether  the  water  in  lake  de  Fonte  was  frelli  or 
fijlt;  though  from  common  reafoning,  it  is  natu- 

P  d  4  ral 


*~^  **•— ^w^ 


hi 


408  NOTES   AND 

ral  to  conclude,  that  fincc  the  water  in  Rio  dc 
los  Reyes  was  frefli  at  the  diftance  of  40  leagues 
from  the  lake  whence  the  river  d  nves  its  origin, 
that  the  water  in  lake  Dc  Fontc,  where  cod  and 
ling  are  faid  to  abound,  muft  be  frefli  alfo.  But  to 
return  to  the  narrative.  Lake  dc  Fonte  contained 
*'  fcveral  very  large  iflands,  and  ten  fmall  ones : 
from  the  E.  N.  E.  extremity  of  this  lake,  wliich 
he  left  the  11th  of  July,  he  paiTed  in  ten  hours 
with  a  frclh  wind  and  whole  ebb  a  lake,  which  he 
named  Strait  Ronquillo,  31  leagues  long,  and 
two  or  three  broad,  with  20,  to  20  and  2S  fa- 
thorns  depth.  On  the  ] /th  he  came  to  an  In- 
dian town,  where  he  learnt  there  was  a  fliip  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  to  this  fliip  he  failed,  and 
found  on  board  only  one  man  advanced  in  years 
and  a  youth  ;  the  man  was  the  greatefi;  in  the 
mechanical  part  of  mathematicks  he  had  ever 
feen :  he  learnt  they  wet:  trom  Bofton  in  New 
England,  the  owner  named  Gibbons,  who  was 
major  general  of  Maltachufett's,  and  the  whole 
fliip's  company  came  on  the  3oth  of  July.  On 
the  Oth  of  Anguft  De  Fonta  made  the  owner 
fome  valuable  prefents,  and  took  fome  provifions 
from  them,  and  gave  Captain  Shapely,  the  com- 
mander of  the  vefTel,  one  thoufand  pieces  of  eight 
for  his  fine  charts  and  journals.  On  the  1  llh  of 
Auguft  De  Fonta  arrived  at  the  firft  fall  in  the 
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river  Parmcnticrs,  and  on  the  if*^^'  on  bo&   \  his 
fliip  in  lake  Belle. 

The  extcniivc  archipelago,  in  which  Dc  Fonta 
had  failed  through  crooked  channels  200  leap;ues; 
the  river  navigable  lor  Ihipping  that  iiowed  into 
it,  up  which  he  had  failed  in  his  fliip  Go  leagues; 
the  water  becoming  frcili  after  he  had  entered 
and  paifed  in  it  20  leagues;  its  communicating  by 
other  lakes  and  rivers  with  a  paffage,  in  which  a 
fliip  had  arrived  from  Bollon  in  New  England; 
are  all  fo  circumftantially  particularized,  as  to 
give  the  account,  at  firft  fight,  an  air  of  proba- 
bility, and  on  examination,  had  it  been  found 
rcafonably  conne6led  together,  which  is  by  no 
means  the  cafe  ;  a  trifling  difference  in  point  of 
defcription  or  fituation  would  have  been  par- 
doned. 

The  Rio  de  los  Reyes  Mr.  Dairy mple  flates 
(according  to  the  Spanifh  geographers,  under  the 
authority  of  which  nation  De  Fonta  is  faid  to 
have  failed)  to  be  in  the  43d ;  according  to  the 
Englifli  in  the  53d;  and  according  to  the  French, 
in  the  03d  degree  of  north  latitude,  on  the  wefl- 
crn  coaft  of  North  America.  If  it  be  neceffary 
to  make  allowance  for  the  ignorance  of  De  Fonta, 
or  the  errors  in  his  obfervations,  any  other  pa- 
rallel along  the  coafl  may  be  afiigned  with  equal 
prre(^n:fs. 
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Under  the  -43cl  parallel  of  north  latitude  on 
this  coaft,  no  fuch  archipelago  nor  river  does 
cxift ;  but  between  the  47th  and  57th  degrees  of 
north  latitude,  there  is  an  archipelago  compofed 
of  innumerable  iflands,  and  crooked  channels ; 
yet  the  evidence  of  a  navigable  river  flov,  ing  into 
it,  is  flill  wanting  to  prove  its  identity ;  and  as 
the  fcrupulous  exadncfs  with  which  our  furvcy 
of  the  continental  fliore  has  been  made  within 
thefe  limits,  precludes  the  polTibility  of  fuch  a 
river  having  been  paiTcd  unnoticed  by  as,  as  that 
defcribcd  to  be  of  Rio  de  los  Reyes,  I  remain  in 
full  confidence,  that  fomc  credit  will  hereafter  be 
given  to  the  teftimony  refulting  from  our  re- 
fearches,  and  that  the  plain  truth  undifguifed, 
with  which  our  labours  have  been  reprclented, 
will  be  juftlyapprcciatcd,  in  refutation  of  ancien, 
unsupported  traditions. 

I  do  not,  however,  mean  pofitively  to  deny  the 
difcovcrics  of  De  Fonta,  I  only  wiih  to  invefli- 
gatc  the  fad:,  and  to  afcertain  the  truth;  and  I 
am  content  with  havina;  ufcd  mv  endeavours  to 
prove  their  improbability  as  publilhed  to  the 
world.  The  broken  region  which  fo  long  occu- 
pied our  attention,  cannot  pofTibly  be  the  archi- 
pelago of  St.  I/azarus,  fmcc  the  principal  feature 
by  which  the  identity  of  that  archipelago  could 
be  proved  is  that  of  a  navigable  river  for  Ihipping 
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flowing  into  it,  and  this  certainly  docs  not  cx'iil 
in  that  archipelago  which  has  taken  us  ih  much 
time  to  explore;  hence  the  fituation  cannot  ho 
the  fame,  and  for  that  rcafon  I  have  not  affixed 
the  name  of  De  Fonta,  Dc  Fonte,  or  Fuentcs  to 
any  part  of  thofe  regions.  It  is  however  to  he 
remembered,  that  our  geography  of  the  whole 
coaft  of  North  Weft  America  is  not  yet  complete, 
and  that  the  French  navi2;ators,  vsho  have  fluted 
the  archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus  to  be  in  the  l)3d 
degree  of  north  latitude,  may  not  yet  bj  in  an 
CTor. 

The  ftupendous  barrier  mountains  ccrtiiinly 
do  not  feem  to  extend  in  fo  lofty  and  conneftcd 
a  range  to  the  northward  of  the  head  of  Cook's 
inlet,  as  to  the  fouth-eaftward  of  that  ftatlon; 
and  it  is  poiTible  that  in  this  part,  the  chain  of 
mountains  may  admit  of  a  communication  with 
the  eaftern  country,  which  fcems  to  be  almoft 
impracticable  further  to  the  fouthward.  In  this 
conje<flure  we  are  fomewhat  warranted  by  the 
fimilarity  obferved  in  the  race  of  people  inhabit- 
ing the  fhores  of  Hudfon's  bay  and  thofe  to  the 
northward  of  North  Weft  America. 

In  all  the  parts  r><^  the  continent  on  which  wo 
landed,  we  nowhere  found  any  roads  or  paths 
through  the  woods,  indicating  the  Indians  on  the 
coaft  having  any  intercourfe  with  the  natives  of 
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the  interior  part  cf  the  country,  nor  were  there 
any  articles  of  the  Canadian  or  Hudlbn's  bay 
traders  found  amongfl  the  people  with  whom 
v/e  met  on  any  part  ot'  the  continent  or  external 
fcafhores  of  this  extenlivc  country. 
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and  Diicoveiics  oj  ilie  Spaniards  in  the  fame  Seas.  By  M.  Fleurieu. 
In  one  volume  rcy.il  quiirto,  with  twelve  plates,  price  il.  is. 

JOURNAL  of  a  VOYAGE  in  the.  LION  extra  Indiaman,  from 
^ladras  to  Columbo  and  Da  Lagoa  Bay,  on  the  Eadern  Cuaft  of  Africa, 
wheie  the  Ship  was  condemned,  in  tht  Years  1798  and  9.  With  fome 
account  of  the  manners  and  culloms  of  the  inhabitants  of  Da  Lagoa  Bay, 
and  a  vocabulary  of  llieir  language.  By  William  White,  Efq.  Cap- 
tain in  73d  Highland  Kegimtnt  of  Foot.  In  quarto,  with  two  fine  plates, 
pi  ice  ji. 

A  VOYAGE  round  the  WORLD,  but  more  particularly  to  the 
Norili  Welt  Coall  ot  Amerita,  in  the  Years  1785,  6,  7,  and  8,  in  the 
K'lig  George  and  Q^een  Ciiarlotte.  By  Captains  PORTLOCK  and 
Dixon.  DLilicateil  by  permiflion  to  His  Majelty.  In  two  volumfS, 
v'iih  Ji)ity-two  chaits,  vj:wf,  &c.  price  si.  6s,  or  on  royal  paper,  wiiU 
tlic  Natural  Hiftory  coloured,  3  .  7s.  6d. 
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T.  Gillet,  Printer,  Salisburjr-ifuare. 


;«) 


V 


